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INTRODUCTORY NOTES 


Notes on Transliteration 
Vowel-Sounds 

a has the sound of a in ‘ woman.’ 
a has the sound of a in ‘ father.* 
e lias the vowel-sound in ‘ grey.’ 
i has the sound of i in ‘ pin.’ 

I has the sound of i in ‘ police.’ 

0 has the sound of in ‘ bone.* 
u has the sound of u in ‘ bull.’ 
a has the sound of u in ‘ flute.' 
ai has the vowel-sound in ‘ mine.’ 
au has the vowel-sound in ' house.’ 

It should be stated that no attempt has been made to distinguish 
between the long and short sounds of e and o in the Dravidian 
languages, which possess the vowel-sounds in ‘bet’ and ‘hot’ in 
addition to those given above. Nor has it been thought necessary 
to mark vowels as long in cases where mistakes in pronunciation 
were not likely to be made. 


Consonants 

Most Indian languages have diflerent forms for a number of con- 
sonants, such as </, /, 7-, &c., marked in scientific works by the use 
of dots or it.ilics. As the European ear distinguishes these with 
difficulty in ordinary pronunciation, it has been considered undesir- 
able to embarrass the reader with them J and only two notes are 
required. In the first place, the Arabic k, a strong guttural, has 
been represented by k instead of ^lOvhichJs -often used. Secondly, 
it should be remarked that asplmted^consonants are common ; and, 
in particular, dh and th (except- in Burma) never. Jikye the sound of 
th in ‘ this’ or ‘thin,’ but should be^ronoUnced afe, in ‘ woodhouse' 
and ‘boathook,’ 
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Burmese Words 

Burmese and some of the Ian"iiapcs on tlie frontier of China have 
the following special sounds ; — 

aw has the vowel-sound in ‘law.’ 

6 and ii arc pronounced ns in German. 

gy is pronounced almost like yin ‘jewel.’ 

ky is pronounced almost like eh in ‘ church.’ 

th is pronounced in some cases as in ‘ this,’ in some cases as in 
‘ thin.’ 

w after a consonant has the force of iruK Thus, y:vn and 
are disyllahlcs, pronounced as if written jv/ww and/z/wc. 

It should also be noted that, whereas in Indian words the accent 
or stress is distrihuled almost equally on each syllable, in Burmese 
there is a tendency to throw special stress on the last syllable, 

General 

The names of some places— c.g. Calcutta, Bombay, Lucknow, 
Camiporc— have obtained a popular fixity of sjjclling, while special 
forms have been officially jircscribcd for others. Names of jicrsons 
arc often spelt and pronounced differently in different parts of India ; 
but the variations have been made as few as possible l)y assimilating 
forms almost alike, especially where a particular spelling has been 
generally adopted in English books. 


Notes on Money, 1 ’rufs, WEioirns ano Measures 

As the currency of India is based tipon the rupee, all statements 
with regard to money throughout the GatrlUer h.ivc ncce.'-snrily been 
expressed in rupees, nor has it been found pos-.ible to add generally 
a conversion into sterling. Down to about 1S73 the gold value of 
■ the rupee (containing 165 grains of pure silver) was approximately 
equal to ar., or one-tenth of a ; and for that period it is easy to 
convert rupees into sterling by striking off the final cijiher (Rs. t,ooo 
= £100). But .after 1873, owing to the depreciation of silver as 
compared with gold throughout the world, there came a serious and 
progressive fall in the exchange, until at one time the gold x^iliie of 
the rupee dropped as low a.s u. In order to provide a remedy for 
the heavy loss caused to the Government of India in rc.'pcct of its 
gold payments to be made in England, and also to relieve foreign 
■'trade and finance from the inconvenience due to constant and 
unforeseen fluctuations in exchange, it was resolved in 1S93 to close 
the mints to the free coinage of silver, and thus force up the v.alue of 
the rupee by restricting the circulation. The intention was to raise 
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the exchange value of the rupee to ij. 4/f., and then introduce a gold 
standard (though not necessarily a gold currency) at the rate of Rs. 15 
= £1. This policy has been completely successful. From 1899 on- 
wards the value of the rupee has been maintained, with insignificant 
fluctuations, at the proposed rate of \s. 4</. ; and consequently since 
that date three rupees have been equivalent to two rupees before 1873. 
For the intermediate period, between 1873 and 1899, it is manifestly 
impossible to adopt any fixed sterling value for a constantly changing 
rupee. But since 1899, if it is desired to convert rupees into sterling, 
not only must the final cipher be struck off (as before 1873), but 
also one-third must be subtracted from the result. Thus Rs. 1,000 
= £100— § = (about) £67. 

Another matter in connexion with the expression of money state- 
ments in terms of rupees requires to be explained. The method of 
numerical notation in India differs from that which prevails through- 
out Europe. Large numbers are not punctuated in hundreds of thou- 
sands and millions, but in lakhs and crores. A lakh is one hundred 
thousand (written out as i/)o,ooo), and a crore is one hundred lakhs 
or ten millions (written out as 1,00,00,000). Consequently, accord- 
ing to the exchange value of the rupee, a lakh of rupees (Rs. i,oo,ooo) 
may be read as the equivalent of £10,000 before 1873, and as the 
equivalent of (about) £6,667 after 1899; while a crore of rupees 
(Rs. 1,00,00,000) may similarly be read as the equivalent of 
£1,000,000 before 1873, and as the equivalent of (about) £666,667 
after 1899. 

Finally, it should be mentioned that the rupee is divided into 
16 annas, a fraction commonly used for many purposes by both 
natives and Europeans. The anna was formerly reckoned as \\d . ; 
it may now be considered as exactly corresponding to id. The 
anna is again subdivided into 12 pies. 

The various systems of weights used in India combine uniformity * 
of scale with immense variations in the weight of units. The scale 
used generally throughout Northern India, and less commonly in 
Madras and Bombay, may be thus expressed : one maund = 40 seers ; 
one seer= 16 chittaks or 80 tolas. The actual weight of a seer 
varies greatly from District to District, and even from village to 
village ; but in the standard system the tola is 180 grains Troy 
(the exact weight of the rupee), and the seer thus weighs 2-057 lb., 
and the maund 82-28 lb. This standard is used in official reports 
and throughout the Gazetteer. 

- For calculating retail prices, the universal custom in India is to 
e.xpress them in tei'ms of seers to the rupee. Thus, when prices 
change, what varies is not the amount of money to be paid for the 
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same quantity, but the quantity to be obtained for tljo same amount 
of money. In other words, prices in India arc rptantily prices, not 
money prices, Wlien the figure of tpiantity goes up, this of cotirsc 
means that the price ha.s gone down, which is at first .sight pcrplc.\ing 
to an English reader. It may, however, be mentioned that quantity 
prices arc not altogether unknown in ICngland, especially at small 
.shops, where pennyworths of many groceries can be bought. Kggs, 
likewise, arc commonly sold at a \’arying number for the shilling. 
If it be desired to convert quantity prices from Indian into English 
denominations without having recourse to money prices (which would 
often be misleading), the following scale may be adopted — based 
upon the assumjitions that a seer is e.sactly a lb., and that the stiluc 
of the rupee remains constant at ir. .\tf . : i seer per rupee = (about) 
3 lb. for 2J. ; 2 seers per rupee = (about) 6 lb. for 25. j and so on. 

The name of the unit for square measurement in India gcncr.rlly 
is the I'ighOt which varies greatly in difTerenl jstrts of the country. 
But arc.is have always been c.\prcssed throughout the G'nii'Z/rcr either 
in square miles or in acres. 
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Fushkar. — ^Town, lake, and place of pilgrimage in Ajmer District, 
Rajputana, situated in 26° 29' N. and 74® 33' E., 2,389 feet above 
sea-level. Population (1901), 3,831, nearly all Hindus. Pushkar is 
said commonly (but erroneously) to be the only town in India that 
contains a temple dedicated to Brahma, who here performed the sacri- 
fice known as yajna, whereby the lake of Pushkar became so holy that 
the greatest sinner, by bathing in it, earns the delights of Paradise. 
The town contains five principal temples, dedicated to Brahma, Savitri, 
Badri Narayan, Varha, and Siva Atmateswara ; but they are of modem 
construction, as the earlier buildings suffered severely under Aurangzeb. 
Bathing ghats line the lake, and many of the princely families of Raj- 
putana have houses round the margin. No living thing may be put to 
death within the limits of the town. A great fair is held in October 
and November, attended by about 100,000 pilgrims, who bathe in the 
sacred lake. At this time there is a large trade in horses, camels, 
bullocks, and miscellaneous merchandise. 

Fushpagiri. — Village and hill on the Madras-Mysore border. See 
SUBRAHMANVA. 

Futtur Subdivision. — Subdivision of South Kanara District, 
Madras, consisting of the Uppinangadi and Kasaragod taluks. 

Futtur Tahsil . — Zamlndari tahstl in North Arcot District, Madras, 
consisting of the northern half of the Karvetnagar zaviVidarL Area, 
542 square miles ; population in 1901, 170,235, compared with 155,546 
in 1891. It contains 340 villages, the head-quarters being Putxur. 

Futtur Village. — Head-quarters of the Uppinangadi subdivision 
and tdlvh of South Kanara District, Madras, situated in 12® 46' N. 
and 75° 12' E. Population (1901), 3,999. The surrounding country 
belonged to Coorg, and after the Coorg rebellion of 1837 troops were 
stationed here till i860. 

Fyapalli. — ^Town in the Pattikonda taluk of Kumool District, 
Madras, situated in 15° 14' N. and 77° 44' E., at the foot of a granite 
hill, on the trunk road from Bangalore and Gooty to Hyderabad. 
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This is the highest town in the District, l>cing ftl)OUt 1,750 feet above 
sea-level, ami is probably the healthiest station. l’«ipulation (1901), 
3,666. It is the hcad-quartcr.s of a dept»ty-/j//r//r/(?r. 1 here is a good 

travellers’ bungalow situated in a fine t(»pc planted by Mr. Kobertson, 
a former Collector. Tlie representatives of the ancient /'olixilrs win) 
built the town and foit still reside here, and dr.iw pensions from 
Government. 

Pyapon District.- i\ .se.i-board delta District in tlie Irraw.iddy 
Divi.sion of Lower lhirm.i, lying along the Gulf of M.irtaban, between 
IS® 40' and j6® 41' N. .md 95° 6' and 96° f>' i'*-, «it>> nn area of 5,137 
squ.ire miles. In shape it is a trunc.ited triangle, the .sides being the 
Irr.iwaddy on the west and the To or China ll.ikir river on the e.ist, 
while the base is formed b) the sca-roasl, wliich has a gencr.tl .south- 
west to north-cast direction. It is bounded on the e.ist by llantha- 
w.addy District ; on the we.st by Myaiingmy.i ; and on the mirth by 
M.a-ubin. The entire area consists of a vast plain, intersected by tid.d 
creeks and waterways. Whb the e.\rejition of some 
Mii.all .ireas c.illtd h^nJiuis, the whole of this 
nspcc s. subject to inundation at high sjiring-tides. 

and a good deal is submerged throughout the monsoon period. 'I'he 
Iwndans arc narrow strips of land, about 4 to 10 feet above the level of 
the plain, on which the soil is dry and .sandy. They arc .supposed to 
be the remnants of old sca-beaches. 'rhe rivets are all tidal, and form 
the south-eastern portion of the network of water.s b\ which the lira, 
w.iddy finds its way into the Gulf of Martaban. That river, running 
southw.uds to the sea, bounds the Distiict on the west, e.wejit in one 
place where Myaungmya District estends cast of the stre.im. It is 
navig.able by river cr.ift at all sc.isons of the ye.ir. 'I’hc 'I'o river (or 
China llakir) takes off from the Irraw.iddy in M.i-ubin District, and 
runs in a south-easterly direction, separating Pyapon from llantha- 
waddy. Four miles below Ded.iyc it spreads into a secondary delta, its 
two western branches being c.iHed the Don>at) and Thandi rivets, both 
wide but of little imjjortance. Into the 'I'o river itself (the e.istern 
branch), at the e.\lrcmc south-east corner of the I)i.stricl, flows the 
i hakutpin or llassein creek, <i tidal wateiw.iy which gi\cs river com- 
munioation with Rangoon. In Ma-ubin District, about so miles below 
the point where the 'I'o river leaves the Irniwaddy, the Kyaiklal river 
branches off from the lo, and flows in a southerly direction, past 
Kyaiklat and Pyapon, into the sea. In the latter part of its course 
it is called the Pyapon river. A few miles below Kyaiklat the Gon- 
nyindan stream takes oiT from the Kyaiklat river, and flows first south- 
west as far as Bogale, w'here it is connected by various creeks with the 
Irrawaddy, and thence almost due south into the sea at Pyindayc, 
under the name of the Dala river. Its lower reaches are separated 
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from those of the Irrawaddy by two large islands which are covered 
with fuel reserves. Besides these more important channels, the District 
possesses countless tidal creeks — the Uyin, Podok, Wayakaing, and 
others — which convert it into a maze of muddy channels. 

The geological and botanical features of Pyapon are the same as are 
noticed under Hakthawaddy District. The soil is mainly alluvium 
and the jungle vegetation is largely swamp. 

The tiger and the elephant are practically confined to the uncleared 
areas in the south, where there are also herds of wild buffalo, wild hog, 
and hog deer. Crocodiles are not uncommon in the creeks, and turtles 
abound at certain seasons of the year on the sandbanks along the 
southern coast. 

The climate, though damp and depressing, is healthy, and the 
pro.ximity of the sea renders the temperature equable. The average 
minimum temperature throughout the year is about 65®, the average 
maximum 95°, and the average mean about 80“. One of the results of 
the proximity of the Gulf of Martaban is that the winds arc decidedly 
stronger than farther inland. The country enjoys a regular and 
copious rainfall, rather in excess of the mean for the delta. The 
annual average is about 95 inches, decreasing towards the north in the 
areas farthest removed from the coast. 

The District as at present constituted is of modem creation, having 
been taken in 1903 from Thongwa (now Ma-ubin) District, which itself 
only dates back to 1875. Until recent times the Hjgtor 
country was a stretch of unreclaimed jungle, the only 
indications of an earlier civilization being in the south-west. The 
village of Eya, from which the Irrawaddy takes its name, is now an 
insignificant hamlet, though it must have been a place of no little 
repute in bygone days. Of historical remains there are practically 
none. The most ancient and revered pagoda is that known as the 
Tawkyal at Dedaye, and even this is supposed to be not more than 
a hundred years old. 

Owing to various minor alterations in the township boundaries, 
exact figures for the population of the area now composing the District 
are not obtainable for past years. In 1881 the whole population 
District formed little more than a single township of 
Thongwa, with a population of about 97,000. In 1891 this total had 
increased to about 139,000, and in 1901 to 226,443, a rate of growth 
exceptional even for Burma. 

The distribution according to the Census of 1901 is shown in the 


table on the next page. 

The only towns are Pyapon, the head-quarters of the District, 
Kyaiklat, and Dedaye. The increase in the northern part has been 
normal ; but in the two southern townships the growth of population 
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has been extraordinarily rapid, reaching 350 per cent, in the sea-board 
township of Bogale. Its rapidity is due to immigration into the low- 
lying waste areas, where fresh land is constantly being brought under 
the plough. The influx has been mainly from Hanthawaddy and 
Henzada in Lower Burma, and from Minbu, Myingyan, and Mandalay 
in Upper Burma ; but Indian immigrants are also numerous. Though 
the inland portions are densely populated, the southern tracts washed 
by the sea have comparatively few inhabitants, large areas in fact being 
absolutely uninhabited. Burmese is spoken by 200,000 of the inhabi- 
tants, and Karen by 15,000. 


Tonnship. 

1. 

r 

Knmber of 

Population 
in iQOi. 

Popolation per 
square mile; 


Number of 
persons Able to 
rend and 
write. 

i 

i 

i 

Pyapon . 

43» 

I 

»S7 

43.9** 

102 

+ 80 

16,598 

Uogalc 

1.057 

••• 

*7* 

43.756 

41 

+ 350 

*5.680 

Kyaiklat . 

*77 

1 

.394 

71.770 

*.49 

+ 51 

20,100 

Dcdayc . 

37* 

I 

31* 

66,995 

180 

+ iS 

»9..'>.S* 

district total 

a.137 

3 

i.»35 

**6,443 

106 

+ 63 

81,930 


Burmans form 88 per cent, of the total population. Karens, num- 
bering about 15,000, inhabit the northern portions, especially the 
Kyaiklat township. The Indian population is made up of about 2,100 
MusalinSns and 6,600 Hindus, and is increasing steadily. The num- 
ber of persons dependent upon agriculture is 74 per cent, of the total 
population. The number of fishermen is large. 

Till recently there have been no Christian missionaries at work, 
though a considerable body of Karen converts live in the Kyaiklat and 
Bogale townships. The number of Christians in ipor was about 
4>9uo. Of these 4,800 were native Christians, most of whom were 
Baptists. 

The soil resembles that common to the other lower delta Districts 
of the Province. It is a stilT homogeneous clay, defleient in lime, but 
Agriculture, adapted to rice cultivation. The greater 

part of the cultivated area is inundated, and a con- 
siderable portion is but seldom systematically ploughed, the long kavtg 
grass with which it is covered being cut down and burnt, and the rice 
sown broadcast. As the rivers deposit large quantities of silt, the land 
in the immediate neighbourhood of their channels is at a higher level 
than the interior. During the rains the country consists to a large 
extent of vast lakes, in which patches of higher ground appear as 
islands. ^ Large areas of land between the main rivers lie too low for 
rice cultivation, and remain untiiled swamps. 
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The main agricultural statistics for. 1903-4 are as follows, areas 
being shown in square miles : — 


Township. 

Total area. 

Cttllivalcd. 

Forests, 

Pyapon .... 

43 * 

191 

I 

Bogalc .... 

J.057 

*55 

GO 

Kyaiklat .... 

377 

219 

Dedaye .... 

37 * 

270 


Total 

*>*37 

835 

558 


Accurate statistics of the area cultivated in yeai'S previous to 1 903-4 
are not available. It is estimated that in 1891 about 350 square miles 
were cropped, and this area had increased to 769 square miles by 
1901. In 1903—4 rice covered 822 square miles of the total. None 
but kaukkyi (wet-season) rice can be grown. A certain amount of 
garden cultivation is carried on near the river-banks on the richer 
soil in the northern parts of the District, in Kyaiklat and Dedaye. 
The gardens cover 3,100 acres, the greater part being plantains, though 
coco-nut and betel-nut palms are also grown. The dam palm is cul- 
tivated along the sides of the creeks, in the southern parts of the 
District especially, covering 5,000 acres. The cultivation of tobacco 
is insignificant. 

Little is done to improve the systems of cultivation. Loans are not 
required for agricultural purposes, although they are taken by the 
cultivating classes from money-lenders for all sorts of extravagances, 
with the result that land is gradually passing into the hands of non- 
resident landlords. The large area of cultivable land still unoccupied 
and the scarcity of labour keep rents low at present, but the time is 
not far off when these conditions will be less favourable. 

Domestic animals are not bred in any number: they are usually 
imported, largely from Upper Burma. The moist climate and the 
swampy character of the land cause buffaloes to be used in preference 
to kine, as a rule. Goats are few, and ponies are rarely kept, owing to 
the poverty of land communications. 

The numerous fisheries, which have been described in considerable 
detail in a recent report by Major F. D. Maxwell, yielded a revenue of 
more than if lakhs in 1903-4. Tlie most impor- Fisheries 
tant of the inland fisheries lie in the north of the 
District, in the area enclosed by the To, the Kyaiklat, and the Podok 
streams. A considerable portion of the out-turn leaves Pyapon in the 
shape of ngapi (fish-paste). Turtle-beds abound along the sea-coast 
in the south, and yield large numbers of turtle-eggs annually. The 
variety of turtle found is that known as the loggerhead ; the green 
turtle does not frequent the Pyapon banks, of which the two best 
known are the Thaungkadun and the Kaingthaung. 
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A considerable stretch of ‘reserved’ forests occupies 558 square 
miles in the southern portion of the Bogale township. The forests 
have been reserved chiefly as a precaution against 
scarcity of fuel in the future j they are tidal and 
contain no timber trees of any value. The chief forest trees found in 
them are the kyanan {Xylocarpus Graiiatuui), the kanazo {Heritiera 
fiiitior), the kanbala {Sonneratia apetala), the pyu {JRhizophora conjti- 
gatd)^ the laba {Bignonid)^ and the iamu (^Sonneratia acida), all tropical 
mangrove forest trees. The thinhaung (Phoenix paludosa), a small 
palm, grows freely in the District, and is largely used for building 
purposes. On the coast a common species is the iayaw (Excoecaria 
Agallocka). The dani palm (Nipa fruticans) and the danon (Calamus 
arborescens) abound, and are extensively used for thatching. The 
receipts from the extraction of cane and other minor forest products 
amounted in 1903-4 to Rs. 12,700. 

Within recent years attempts have been made to establish rice-mills 
in the District. At present five are working in the neighbourhood of 
the principal towns, but it remains to be seen 
rntn^fttiSp^-nnc "’liether ^^6}' Will provc remunerative. Besides rice- 
‘ milling and the preparation of ngapi no manu- 
factures of importance are carried on, and no arts are practised. 

Paddy and ngapi are exported, the first mainly to Rangoon, the 
latter principally to Upper Burma. Homs, hides, and firewood are 
sent to Rangoon, the latter in very considerable quantities. The 
imports comprise the usual necessaries of an agricultural population — 
silk and cotton goods, kerosene oil, sugar, salt, jaggery, pickled tea, 
areca-nuts, hardware, and crockery. The trade is all carried by water, 
and a large share of it is in the hands of the Irrawaddy Flotilla 
Company. 


The network of rivers and creeks spreading over the District gives 
ample means of communication, both internal and external. Outside 
the towns there are no roads, but a beginning will shortly be made in 
road-making. Launches ply daily between Rangoon and Pyapon via 
Dedaye and Kyaiklat, between Yandoon (in Ma-ubin District) and 
Pyapon via Ma-ubin and Kyaiklat, and between Kyaiklat and Bogale 
via Pyapon. Bi-weekly steamers run from Rangoon to Moulmeingyun 
in Myaungmya District through Dedaye, Kyaiklat, Pyapon, and Bogale, 
as well as from Rangoon to Kyaikpi, in Myaungmya District, and to 
Pyindaye in the dry season. All these services are maintained by the 
Irrawaddy Flotilla Company. The waterways swarm with native craft, 
and at most of the principal toims ferries across the rivers are con- 
trolled by Government. 

1 he District is divided into two subdivisions : Pyapon, comprising 
• the Pyapon and Bogale toivnships; and Kyaiklat, comprising the 
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Kyaiklat and Dedaye townships. These are staffed by the usual 
executive officers, under whom are 393 village headmen and 4 circle 
thugyis. For public works purposes the District forms .... 
a subdivision of the Myaungmya division, which also Administration. 

includes Ma-ubin and Myaungmya Districts. The forests lie within 
the Henzada-Thongwa Forest division, the head-quarters of which are 
at Henzada. 

Pyapon is in the jurisdiction of the Judge of the Delta Division, who 
tries sessions cases. The civil work of the District is dealt with by 
a District Judge, who has his head-quarters at Myaungmya, and also 
has jurisdiction in Ma-ubin District. Two officers have been appointed 
judges of the Bogale-<r//«-P}'apon and the Kyaiklat-cww-Dedaye town- 
ship courts respectively, to relieve the township officers of civil work. 
Otherwise the local executive officers preside over their respective 
courts, civil and criminal. As in other parts of the delta, crime is 
considerable, burglaries, thefts, and serious assaults being common. 
Violent crime, such as dacoity and robbery, is more rife than in the 
non-delta Districts, but shows signs of diminution. Cattle-thieving, an 
important profession in the Districts north and east of the delta, is not 
common, the reason being that the conformation of the country does 
not lend itself to the operations of the cattle-lifter. In a large number 
of cases of serious hurt clasp-knives are used, and special efforts are 
being made to bring about a diminution of this form of crime. 

Under Burmese rule the method of assessment was, as in the rest of 
the delta Districts, based on the number of yoke of plough animals 
used by the cultivator, amounting roughly to half the gross out-turn. 
In 1868 acre rates were introduced, varying from R. i to Rs. 2-4 
per acre; and these continued in force till 1891-2, when the greater 
part of the District was brought under settlement. Nearly the whole 
of the Bogale township was omitted from this settlement, the few 
cultivated patches in the huge jungle spreading over this township 
continuing to be taxed at a uniform rate of Rs. 2-4 per acre. Over 
the rest of the District rice land was assessed at rates varying from 
Rs. 1-12 on the poorest inundated lands to Rs. 3 on lands which 
were always certain of good crops, the average being Rs. 2-6. 
Miscellaneous crops were taxed at the uniform rate of Rs. 2, and 
orchards at a uniform rate of Rs. 3 per acre, except in a few restricted 
localities where the rate was only Rs. 2-4. Finally, in 1901-2 the 
Bogale township was brought under settlement, and the following rates 
were fixed : on rice land, from Rs. 2-8 to Rs. 5 per acre ; on miscella- 
neous cultivation, Rs. 2-4 ; on orchards, Rs. 2-4 ; on betel-vines, 
Rs. 10 ; on dani palms, Rs. 5 per acre. 

Rapid as has been the growth of population and cultivation, it 
has been slower than that of the revenue. The following table 
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shows, in thousands of rupees, the dcveiopmcnt of the revenue since 
1 88o-t:— 



tS8o-i. 

1890-1. 

1900-1. 

1903 - 4 - 

Land revenue 

Total tei'cnnc . 

3.00 

7.00 

13,00 

13.00 

19.00 

> 9 , 1 ? 

30,94 


The total revenue in included Rs, s,iz,ooo from captation 

tax, Rs. 1,86,000 from fisheries, and no less than Rs. 2,86,000 from 
opium and excise. 

The income of the District cess fund, derived mainly from a 10 per 
cent, cess on the land revenue, and applied to various local needs, 
amounted to i-.} lakhs in 1903-.}. Tlic only municip.ility is Pvapox. 
Ky.mkijvt is at present under a town committee, hut is shortly to be 
constituted a municipality. 

The District Superintendent of police has the services of (wo 
Assistant Superintendents, who .are in charge of the subdivisions of 
Kyaiklat and Pyapon. Under these ofiicers are .1 inspectors, 6 head 
consUblas, 26 sergeants, .and 13.} constables. No mounted men tire 
maintained, but s sergeants and 12 men are employed in boats. TItu 
civil police arc distributed in 5 police stations and .} otilposis, as well 
as at bead-quarters. The military police number 150, of whom So are 
at head-quarters, 25 at Kyaiklat, 15 each at Dcdayc and l{og.ile, and 
15 at Kyonmange on the 'J’o river, about 9 or 10 miles above Dcdayc. 
No jail has been built at Pyapon, and prisoners .are sent on conviction 
to the hla-uliin jail. 

The percentages of males and females aide to read and write in ipor 
were returned at 52 and 9 respectively, the proportion for both sexes 
being 36; but in rc.ality the condition of education is decidedly Ixick- 
ward, and the people are apathclia 'rhe weakness of the scliools is 
particularly marked in the otsc of the monastic seminaries, and is 
attributed to the loss of influence due to the deterioration in character 
of the fongyh. The lay schools arc at present somewhat disorgauired, 
but the recent improvement which has taken place in the position of 
lay teachers will, it is hoped, bring about an improvement in Ibis class 
of education. The most important Ituddhist lay scliools arc at Pyapon 
and Kyaiklat; and tlic most advanced monastic seminaries arc those 
at Bogale, Dcdayc, Thegon, and Kyaiklat, which teach up to the 
middle school standards. In 1904 the District contained 6 secondary, 
lor primary’, and r8o elementary (private) schools, with an attendance 
of 5,1 1 1 boys and 991 girls. The public expenditure on education 
amounted to only Rs. 7,000. This total was made up of Rs. 4,800 from 
the District cess fund and Rs. 2,200 from the Pyapon town fund. 

Tliere are three hospitals and a dispensary, with .accommodation for 
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■46 in-patients. In 1903 the number of cases treated was 18,733, 
including 692 in-patients, and 339 operations were performed. The 
income amounted to Rs. 10,500, all but Rs. 500 from subscriptions 
being derived fron/*the District cess fund. 

In 1903-4 the number of successful vaccinations was 1,883, repre- 
senting 9 per 1,000 of the population. 

[H, M. S. Mathews, Settlement Report (1893) j Major F. D. Maxwell, 
Report on Inland and Sea Fisheries (1904).] 

Pyapon Subdivision. — South-western subdivision of P)'apon Dis- 
trict, Lower Burma, comprising the Pyapon and Bogale townships. 

Pyapon Township. — Township of Pyapon District, Lower Burma, 
lying between 15° 47' and 10® 25' N. and 95® 34' and 95° 47' E., with 
an area of 431 square miles. It is bounded on the north by the 
Gonnyindan river ; on the east by the Pyapon river ; on the south by 
the sea; and on the west by tidal waterways which separate it from 
the Bogale township. It is flat and typically deltaic throughout. The 
population increased by 80 per cent, during the decade ending 1901, 
at the close of which period it had reached a total of 43,922, dis- 
tributed in one town, Pyapon (population, 5,883), the head-quarters 
of the District and township, and 157 villages. In 1903-4 the area 
cultivated was 19T square miles, as compared with 56 square miles in 
1891. The land revenue was Rs. 3,75,000. 

Pyapon Town. — Head-quarters of the District of the same name 
in Lower Burma, situated in 16® 18' N. and 95® 43' E., in low-lying 
country on the right bank of the Pyapon river, one of the numerous 
outlets of the Irrawaddy, about 12 miles from the coast. Population 
(1901), 5,883. It was formerly the head-quarters of a subdivision, and 
did not become the District head-quarters till 1903. A fair proportion 
of the inhabitants are engaged in the fishing industry. Pyapon stands 
very little above the level of the river, which here runs between muddy 
banks. Its affairs were managed by a town committee from 1899 to 
1905, when it was constituted a municipality. The revenue of the towm 
fund in 1903-4 was Rs. 30,000, and the expenditure was Rs. 33,000, 
.half of which wjis devoted to public works, Pyapon contains the 
usual public buildings, a hospital with 18 beds, and several schools. 

Pyawbwe. — Northern township of Yamethin District, Upper Burma, 
lying almost entirely cast of the railway, between 20° 30' and 20® 44' N. 
and 95® 59' and 96® 32' E., wth an area of 324 square miles. The 
population was 41,536 in 1891, and 42,495 in 1901, distributed in 211 
villages. The head-quarters are at Pyawbwe (population, 6,379) on the 
railway. The greater part of the township is level and dry, but in the 
east on the borders of the Shan States there are hills. The township 
contained 58 square miles under cultivation in 1903-4, and the land 
revenue and thathameda amounted to Rs. 78,000. 
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glaze is obtained by the application of pounded slag that has been 
mixed with rice-water till a viscid fluid is produced. 

Pyinmana was constituted a municipality in 1888. The municipal 
income and expenditure during the ten years ending 1901 averaged 
between Rs. 36,000 and Rs. 37,000. In 1903-4 the receipts were 
Rs. 45,700, the principal sources being bazar fees (Rs. 30,000) and 
house and land tax (Rs. 8,000). The expenditure amounted to 
Rs. 38,300, Rs. 6,800 being devoted to conservancy, Rs. 6,600 to 
roads, and Rs. 4,800 to the hospital and dispensary. 

Pyintha. — Hill township in the south-east corner of Mandalay 
District, Upper Burma, lying between 21® 42' and 21“ 57' N. and 
96® 15' and 96® 32' E., with an area of 190 square miles, for the most 
part rugged and jungle-clad. The population was 4,931 in 1891, and 
4,295 in 1901, distributed in 54 villages, Pyintha (population, 235), 
28 miles from Mandalay on the Lashio road, being the head-quarters. 
The thathameda collections in 1903-4 amounted to Rs. 9,000. 

Pykara. — River in the Nilgiri District, Madras. See Nilgiris. 

Pyu Subdivision. — Subdivision of Toungoo District, Lower Burma, 
containing the Pvu, Oktwin, and Tantawin townships, with head- 
quarters at Pyu. 

Pyu Township. — South-western township of Toungoo District, 
Lower Burma, lying between 18® 15' and 19® 9' N. and 95® 48' and 
96® 41' E., with an area of 1,589 square miles. It is a very large 
township, extending from the Sittang to the Pegu Yoma, and has 
developed at an extraordinary rate, the cropped area having increased 
threefold in ten years. The cultivated plain extends for from one to 
15 miles west of the Sittang, and the railway to Rangoon runs tlirough 
the middle of it, affording easy access to the markets. The population 
was 45,201 in 1891, and 85,416 in 1901 (including 6,987 Karens and 
3,697 Shans), distributed in 484 villages, the head-quarters being at 
Pyu (population, 1,127), l^^e railway. The area cultivated in 1903-4 
was 250 square miles, paying Rs. 3,78,000 land revenue. Owing to 
its unwieldy size, the toivnship was .split up in 1905 into Pyu and 
Oktwin. The reduced charge has an area of 943 square miles and 
a population (1901) of 74,607. 

Pyuntaza. — Township in Pegu District, Lower Burma, lying be- 
tween 17® 37' and 18® 23' N. and 96® o' and 96® 53' E., with an area 
of 1,443 square miles. The population, which numbered 23,132 in 
1891, had risen in 1901 to 52,952, thus more than doubling itself 
during the decade. The western tracts arc hilly ; and, in spite of the 
populous nature of the flat eastern half, the average density in 1901 
was only 37 persons per square mile. The head-quarters are at 
Pyuntaza, a village of 1,273 inhabitants (1901), on the railway which 
passes across the centre of the low-lying area. The total number of 
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matrimony is permitted to tlic \vc:iker brethren. The ccllbale-s both 
men and women, shave all hair from the head and wear clothes dyed 
with lampblack. The lower garment is a waistdoth forming a sort of 
skirt, and is intended to typify devotion to the religious life and consc- 
(lucnl indifference to distinctions of sex. 'I’he dead are buried in salt, 
in a silting posture. Kishan llhat is said to have obtained a nuigic cap, 
by we.aring which he wa.s ctiabicd to assume the likeness of Krishna, 
but the aip was taken from him and burnt. This is probably a IJrah- 
munical invention, like the story of Kishan lihat s amour with a M.ang 
womatJ, which was possibly composed to lend colour to the absurd 
HnahmaniGtl derivation of M.^nbhau, the vulgar corruption of the name 
of the sect + bhau ~ ' Mang-brothcr '). Tiie name Maha- 

nubiifiva is borne by the sect with pride, and appears to be derived 
from maha (‘ great ’) and anuhhava intelligence *). It is written Mahii- 
nubh,ava in all their documents. The Mahanubhavas ajjpcjir to be a 
declining sect. They numbered 4,111 in Berar in 18S1, butin 1901 
there were only 2,566. 

fin former editions of the Gatellfer, the erroncou.s connexion of the 
Manbhau sect with the Mang caste was unfortunately accepted as true. 
In consequence of some legal proceedings which incidentally arose from 
this misstatement, the mahants of the sect put themselves into com- 
munication with Prof. K. G. Bhandnrk.ar of Poona, and also placed at 
his disposal their sacred books, which, as attested by colophons, go 
hack to the thirteenth century*. Prof. Bhandarkar has satisfied himself 
of the genuineness of these books, which arc written in an archaic form 
t)f Marflthi. 'J’hey prove that the MSnbhau sect (or MahSnubliava, 
as it is there called) was founded by one Chakradhara, a KarhSda 
Brrdunan, who was contemporary with the Ysdava Krishna Raj 5 
(.\.D. 1247-60), and is regarded as an incarnation of Datt.ltrcya. It is 
interesting to find that two of the present mahanis of the Miinbhau sect 
arc natives of the Punjab, and that they have a math at Ktibul. As 
e.\p 1 aining the introduction of the name of Kishan Bhat, mentioned 
above, Prof. Bhandarkar has further discovered in the Manbhav books 
an account of various rcligiou.s sects formerly flourishing in Mahariishtra, 
Among them is one c.'illcd Mulangajiatta, confined to Mah.trs and 
Whangs, which is said to have been founded by one Krishnabhatta, 
about whom is told the legend of an amour with a Mang woman. 
This sect is still represented in Ahmadnagar District.] 

Riwa. — State and town in Central India. See Rr.WAii. 

Riwari. — TahsIlmA town in Gurgaon District, Punjab. See Rkwaki. 

Robertsganj. — Southern tahsU of MirxApur District, United Pro- 
vinces, comprising the farganas of Barhar, Bijaigarh, Agorl, and 
Singrauli (including DQdhl), and lying between 23'’ 52' and 24° 54' N. 
and 82“ 32' and 83® 33' E,, with an area of 2,621 square miles. 
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Population fell from 241,779 in 1891 to 221,717 in 1901. There are 
1,222 villages and two towns, neither of which has a population of 
5,000. The demand for land revenue in 1903-4 was Rs. 64,000, and 
for cesses Rs. 24,000. This faksll is situated entirely in the hilly 
country, and supports only 85 persons per square mile. About one- 
third of it lies on the Vindliyan plateau, which is drained to the west by 
the Belan, and is bounded on the south by the great rampart of the 
Kaimurs looking down on the valley of the Son. A fertile strip of 
moist land crosses the plateau between the Belan and the Kaimurs, 
and produces a great variety of crops. South of the Son lies a tangled 
mass of hills, covered with low scrub jungle, and interspersed by more 
fertile valleys and basins, in which cultivation is possible. Pargam 
Dfidlil is managed as a Government estate, and proprietary rights exist 
in only one iappa. The whole tract south of the Son is ‘ non-regulation,’ 
and is administered under special rules suitable to the primitive 
character of its inhabitants. Agricultural statistics arc maintained only 
for an area of 654 square miles, of which 255 were under cultivation in 
1903-4, and 27 were irrigated. Dams Jind embankments are the chief 
means of irrigation. 

Robertsonpet. — Town recently founded in Kolar District, Mysore. 
See K01.AR Gold Fields. 

Roha Taluka. — Central taluka of Koklba District, Bombay, lying 
between 18“ 17' and 18° 32' N. and 72° 57' and 73® 20' E., with an 
area of 203 square miles. It contains one town, Roha (population, 
6,252), the head-quarters ; and 133 villages. The population in 1901 
was 47,780, compared with 46,064 in 1891. The density, 235 persons 
per square mile, is much below the District average. The demand for 
land revenue in 1903-4 was 1*22 lakhs, and for cesses Rs, 8,000. 
Roha is for the most part hilly, and contains the rich valley of the 
Kundalika river. The rice lands are well watered during the rainy 
season, but in the cold and hot months the supply of drinking water 
is defective. On the hill slopes and uplands the soil is a mixture of 
earth and broken trap. In the level parts the soil varies from reddish 
to yellow or black. During the ten years ending 1903 the rainfall 
.averaged 127 inches. The eastern parts of Roha are much cut off 
from the se.a-breeze, and therefore oppressive in the hot season, but 
parts of the west and south-west are more open. 

Roha Town (known as Roha Ashtami). — Head-quarters of the 
ialuka of the s.amc name in Kolfiba District, Bombay, situated in 18® 
26' N. and 73® 7' E., on the left bank of the Kundalika river, 18 miles 
from its mouth. Population (1901), 6,252. Roha is a great rice 
market for supplying Bombay city. The village of Ashtami, on the 
opposite bank of the river, is included within the municipal limits of 
Roha. Oxenden (1673) called it listhemy. The municipality, estab- 
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lishecl in t866, had an average revenue during the decade ending igoi 
of Rs. 6,200. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 6,500. Ferry steamers 
run from Roha to Revadanda or I^wer Chaul twice a day. The town 
contains a dispensary and seven schools. 

Rohankhed. — Village in the Malkapur taluk of Buldana District, 
Berar, situated in 20® 37' N. and 76® ri' E., immediately below the 
Balaghat pLiteau. Population (1901), 2,130. The village has been 
the scene of two battles. In 1437 Naslr Khan, Sultan of Khande.sh, 
invaded Berar to avenge the ill-treatment of his daughter by Ala-ud-din 
Bahmani, to whom .she had been married. Khalaf Hasan Basri, 
governor of Djiulatibad, who had been sent against the invader, fell 
upon Naslr Khan at Rohankhed, routed him, and pursued him to his 
capital, Burh.”inpur, which he sacked. In 1590 Burhan, a prince of the 
Ahmadnagar dynastj*, who had taken refuge in the Mughal empire, 
invaded Berar in company with Raja All Khan, vassal ruler of Khan- 
desh, to establish his claim to the kingdom of Ahmadnagar against his 
son Ismail, who had been elevated to the throne by a faction headed 
by Jamal Khan. The invaders met the forces of Jamal Khan at 
Rohankhed and utterly defeated them, Jamal Khan being slain and 
the young Ismail captured. At Rohankhed there is a small but hand- 
some mosque, built in rs82 by Khudawand Khan the Mahdavi, 
a follower of Jamal Khan. This Khudawand Kh.'in is not to be con- 
fused with Khudawand Khan the HabshI, who was governor of MShur 
a century earlier. 

Rohanpur. — Village in Malda District, Bengal, situated in 24® 
49' N. and 88® 20' E., on the POmabhaba, a short distance above its 
junction with the MahSnanda. Population (1901), 1,112. The village 
is a considerable d6p6t for the grain pa.s.sing between Dinajpur and 
the western parts of Bihar. 

Rohilkhand. — ^The name is often applied to the present Bare]U.y 
Division of the United Proi’inces ; but it also denotes a definite 
historical tract nearly corresponding with that Division flus the Ram- 
pur State and the Tarai pargattas of NainT Tal District. It is derived 
from a Pashtu adjective rohelah or rohelaiy formed from rohu (‘ moun- 
tain ’). Rohilkhand as thus defined contains an area of 1 2,800 square 
miles, forming a large triangle bounded on thfe north by the Himalayas, 
on the south-west by the Ganges, and on the east by the Province of 
Oudh. In the north lies a strip of the Tarai below the hills, with large 
stretches of forest land, the haunt of tigers and wild elephants, and 
only small patches of cultivation belonging to the Tharus and Boksas, 
jungle tribes, apparently of Mongolian origin, who seem fever-proof. 
Passing south the land becomes drier, and the moisture drains into the 
numerous small streams rising in the Tarai and joining the Ramgangii 
or the Ganges, which ultimately receive most of the drainage. In the 
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northern portions of Bijnor and Bareilly Districts, canals drawn from 
the Tarai streams irrigate a small area. The climate is healthy, except 
near the Tarai, and has a smaller range of temperature than the tract 
south of the Ganges. The rainfall is heavy near the hills, but gradually 
decreases southwards. The usual crops of the plains are grown 
throughout the tract, but sugar-cane and rice are of special importance. 
Wheat, grjim, cotton, and the two millets {jmvar and bajra) are also 
largely produced. 

In early times part of the tract was included in Northern Panchai,a. 
During the Muhammadan period the eastern half was long known 
as Katehr. The origin and meaning of this term is disputed. It is 
certainly connected with the name of the KatehriyS Rajputs, who were 
the predominant clan in it ; but their name is sometimes said to be 
derived from that of the tract, which is identified with the name of 
a kind of soil called kaiher or katehr^ while traditions in Budaun 
District derive it from Kathiawar, which is said to be the original home 
of the clan. Elsewhere the tribal traditions point to the coming of the 
Katehriyas into this tract, from Benares or Tirhut, in the twelfth and 
fourteenth centuries. The portion they first occupied seems to have 
been the country between the Ramganga and the Ganges, but they 
afterwards spread east of the former river. When the power of Islam 
was extending westwards, Rathor princes ruled at Budaun ; but the 
town was taken by Kutb-ud-din Aibak in tipfi, and afterwards held 
continuously by the Muhammadans. The province was, however, 
always turbulent, and two risings are described in the middle of the 
thirteenth century. In 1379 or 1380 Khargu, a Hindu chief of Katehr, 
murdered Saiyid Muhammad, the governor, at a feast ; and Firoz III 
Tughlak, foiled in his attempt to seize Khargu, who fled to Kumaun, 
appointed an Afghan governor at Sambhal with orders ‘ to invade the 
country of Katehr every year, to commit every kind of ravage and 
devastation, and not to allow it to be inhabited until the murderer was 
given up.’ Thirty-five years later, when the Saiyid dynasty was being 
founded, another Hindu, Har Singh Deo, rebelled, and though several 
times defeated gave trouble for two or three years. Mahabat Khan, 
the governor, successfully revolted in 1419 or 1420 from the rule of 
Delhi ; and the king, Khizr Khan, failed to take Budaun, which 
remained independent for four years, till after the accession of 
Mubarak Sliah, who showed greater force and received Mah.abat 
Khan’s submission. In 1448 Alam Slmh Saiyid left Delhi and made 
Budaun his capital, careless of the fact that he was thus losing the 
throne of Delhi, which was seized by Bahlol Lodr. Until his death 
thirty years later, Alam Shah remained at Budaun, content with this 
small province. During the long struggle between the Jaunpur and 
the Delhi kings, the former held parts of Katehr for a time. In the 
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first half of the sixteenth century few events in this tract have been 
recorded; but the last revolt of the Katehriyas is said to have taken 
place in 1555-6. In the reign of Akbar the sarhar of Budaun formed 
part of the Siihah of Delhi. The importance of Budaun decreased, 
and Bareilly became the capital under Shah Jahan, while Aurangzeb 
included the district of Sainbhal (Western Rohilkhand) in the territory 
ruled over by the governor of Katehr. At this time Afghans had been 
making many settlements in Northern India; but they were generally 
soldiers of fortune, rather than politicians or men of influence. Under 
Shah Jahan they were discouraged ; but they were found useful in the 
Deccan campaigns of Aurangzeb, and early in the eighteenth century 
the Bangash Pathan, Muhammad Khiin, obtained grants in Farrukh- 
ABAD, while All Muhammad Khan, whose origin is obscure, began to 
seize land north of the Ganges. The former held the southern part 
of the present Districts of Budaun and Shahjahanpur ; but the princi- 
pality he carved out for himself lay chiefly south of the Ganges. All 
Muhammad gave valuable help to the governors of Moradabad and 
Bareilly against the Raja of Kuminun, and also assisted the emperor in 
his intrigues against the Saiyids of Barha, for which he was rewarded 
with the title of Nawab. When Nadir Shah invaded India, All 
hluhammad gained many recruits among the refugees from Delhi, and 
took advantage of the weakness of the central government to annex all 
the territoiy he could seize. The governors of MoiSdSbad and Bareilly 
were sent against him, but both were slain, and in 1740 he was 
recognized as governor of Rohilkhand. His next exploits were against 
Kumaun ; but by this time Safdar Jang, Nawab of Oudh, had begun 
to look on him as a dangerous rival, and persuaded the emperor that 
the Rohillas should be driven out. In 1745 All Muhammad was 
defeated and imprisoned at Delhi, but afterwards he was appointed to 
a command in the Punjab. On the invasion by Ahmad Shah Durrani 
in 1748, he was able to return to Rohilkhand, and by judiciously sup- 
porting the claims of Safdar Jang to be recognized as Wazir, obtained 
a fresh grant of the province. On the death of Alt hluhammad, 
Rahmat Khan, who had been one of his principal lieutenants, was 
appointed regent for his sons. Safdar Jang renewed his attempts to 
take Rohilkhand, and persuaded Kaim Khan, son of Muhammad 
Khan Bangash, of Farrukhabad, to invade it. The attack u-as un- 
successful, and Kaim Khan lost his life. Safdar Jang at once annexed 
the Farrukhabad territories. But Kaim Khan's brother, Ahmad Khan, 
regained them, and attempted to win the active sympathy of the 
Rohillas, which was at first refused and then given too late ; for Safdar 
Jang called in the Marathas, with whose help he defeated the Rohilla 
and Bangash forces, and Rahmat Khan was driven to the foot of the 
Himalayas. In 1752 he yielded and gave bonds for 50 lakhs, which 
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were made over to the Marathas in payment of their services. When 
Ahmad Shah Durrani invaded India a second time, lie brought back 
All Muhammad’s sons, Abdullah and Faiz-ullah, who had been in 
Kandahar since the previous invasion; but Rahmat Khan skilfully 
arranged a partition of Rohilkhand, so that the brothers fought among 
themselves, and eventually Rahmal Khan and his friends became 
masters of most of the province. About this time (1754) another 
Pathan, named Najib Khan, was rising in power. At first he acquired 
territory in the Doab, but in 1755 he founded Najibabad in Bijnor, 
and thus held the northern part of Rohilkhand independently of the 
other Rohillas. After the third Durrani invasion in 1757, he became 
Bakh.shl or paymaster of the royal troops, and the following year an 
attempt was made, through the jealousy of other nobles, to crush him 
by calling in the Marathas. Rahmat Khan and Shuja-ud-daula, the 
new Nawab of Oudh, were alarmed for their own safety, and hastened 
to help him, and the Marathas were driven out of Rohilkhand. When 
Ahmad Shah Durrani invaded India a fourth time, the Rohillas joined 
him and took part in the battle of Panipat (1761), and Rahmat Khan 
was rewarded by a grant of Etiiwah, which had, liowever, to be con- 
quered from the Marathas. In 1764 and again in 1765 the Rohillas 
gave some assistance to Shuja-ud-daula in his vain contests with the 
English at Patna and at Jajmau; but they did not suffer for this at 
first. In fact the next five years were prosperous, and Rahmat Khan 
was able to undertake one of the most necessary reforms of a ruler in 
this part of India—the abolition of internal duties on merchandise. 
In 1770 the end began. Etiiwah and the other territory in the Central 
Doab were annexed by the Marathas. Najib Khan and Dundc Khan, 
who had been Rahmat Khan's right hand, both died. In 1771 the 
Marfithas attacked Zabita Khan, son of Najib Khan, and drove him 
from his fort at Shukartar on the Ganges, and the next year harried 
Rohilkhand. In June, 1772, a ixeniy was arranged between the 
Rohillas and Shuja-ud-daula, in which the latter promised help against 
the Marathas, while the former undertook to pay 40 lakhs of rupees for 
this assistance. The treaty was signed in the presence of a British 
general. The danger to Oudh, and also to the British, from the 
Marathas was now clear. Zabita Khan openly joined them in July, 
1772, and at the end of the year they extorted a grant of the provinces 
of Kora and Allahiibnd from Shah Alam. In 1773 they demanded 
from Rahmat Khan the payment of the 50 lakhs promised twenty years 
before, and again entered Rohilkhand. British troops were now sent 
up, as it had become known that Rahmat Khan was intriguing with 
the Marathiis, who openly aimed at Oudh. These intrigues continued 
even when the allied British and Oudh troops had arrived in Rohil- 
khand, and the Nawab of Oudh then made overtures for British help 
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in adding the province to his territories. Finally, Rahmat Khan 
agreed to carry out the treaty obligations which he had formerly con- 
tracted with Oudh, and the Marathas were driven across the Ganges 
at Ramghat. This danger being removed, Rahmat Khan failed to pay 
the subsidy due from him to the Nawab of Oudh. Later in the same 
year, Warren Hastings came to Benares to discuss affairs with the 
Nawab, who strongly pressed for British help to crush the Rohillas. 
While the Council at Calcutta hesitated, the Nawab made secret 
alliances uith Zabita Khan and Muzaffar Jang of Farrukhabad, and 
persuaded the emperor to approve by promising to share any territory 
annexed. He then cleared the Marathas out of the Doab, and in r 7 74 
obtained British troops to assist him against the Rohillas. The latter 
were met between Miranpiir Katra in Shahjahiinpur and Fatehganj • 
East (in Bareilly District) in April, r774, and were defeated after 
a gallant re.sistancc, Rahmat Khan being among the slain. This 
expedition formed the subject of one of the charges against Warren 
Hastings, which was directed to show that his object was merely to 
obtain money from the Naw.ib WazTr in return for help in acquiring 
new territory. Contemporary documents prove clearly the necessity 
for improving the we.stcm boundar)* of Oudh as a defence against the 
Marfithas, and the danger arising from this country being held by men 
whose treachery had been manifested again and again. Faiz-ullah 
Khan, the last remaining chief of the Rohillas, received what now 
forms the Rampur State, and Zabita KhSn lost his possessions east 
of the Ganges. In 1794 an insurrection broke out at Rampur, after 
the death of Faiz-ullah Khan. British troops were sent to quell it, and 
gained a victor)' at Fatehganj West. Seven years later, in i8or, Rohil- 
khand formed part of the Ceded Provinces made over to the British 
by the Nawab of Oudh. 

The total population of Rohilkhand is nearly 6*3 millions. The 
density approaches 500 persons per square mile, and in Bareilly Dis- 
trict exceeds 600. More than i-J millions are Muhammadan.s, forming 
28 per cent, of the total— a proportion double that found in the 
Provinces as a whole. Among Hindu castes may be mentioned the 
Jats, who are not found east of Rohilkhand in considerable numbers ; 
the Ahars, who are akin to the Ahirs of other parts ; and the Khagis 
and Ki.sans, excellent cultivators resembling the Lodhas of the Doab. 
The Bi.shnoI sect has a larger number of adherents than elsewhere. 

[Elliot, History of India, passim ; Strachey, Hasting and the Rohilla 
War (1892).] 

Rohisala. — Petty State in Kathiawar, Bombay. 

Rohri Subdivision. — Subdivision of Sukkur District, Sind, Bom- 
bay, composed of the Rohri and Ghotki ta/nhas. 

Rohri Taluka . — Tahiha of Sukkur District, Sind, Bombay, lying 
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between 27® 4' arid 27® 50' N. and 68° 35' and 69° 48' E., with an 
area of 1,497 square miles. The population rose from 81,041 in 1891 
to 83,089 in 1901. The ialuka contains one town, Rohri (population, 
9 > 537 )> its head-quarters ; and 69 villages. The density, 58 persons per 
square mile, is much below the District average. The land revenue 
and cesses in 1903-4 amounted to 1*7 lakhs. The Eastern Nara 
Canal runs south through the high-lying land, which has to be 
irrigated by lifts. Fair rice, jmar^ and, near the Indus, wheat crops 
are grown. In the south, ranges of sandhills relieve the monotony of 
the country ; but there the soil is barren and fit only for grazing. 

Rohri Town. — Head-quarters of the taluka of the same name 
in Sukkur District, Sind, Bombay, situated in 27° 41' N. and 68° 
56' E., upon the left or eastern bank of the Indus, on a rocky 
eminence of limestone interspersed with flints. Population (1901), 
9 iS 37 * The Hindus, who are mostly of the Baniya caste, are engaged 
in trade, banking, and money-lending, while the Muhammadans are 
chiefly of the Bhuta, Kori, Patoli, Muhano, Khati, Memon, and 
Shikari tribes, or describe themselves as Shaikh and Saiyid. 

Rohri is said to have been founded by Saiyid Rukn-ud-din Shah in 
1297. The rocky site terminates abruptly on the west in a precipice 
40 feet high, rising from the bank of the river, which, during the 
inundation season, attains a height of about 16 feet above its lowest 
level. On the northern side is the mouth of the supply channel for the 
Eastern Nara Canal, 156 feet wide, which is provided with powerful 
sluice gates to regulate the supply of water as required. When seen 
from a little distance, Rohri has a pleasing appearance, the houses being 
lofty, frequently four and five storeys high, with flat roofs surrounded 
by balustrades ; some are of burnt brick, erected many years ago by 
wealthy merchants belonging to the place. But the streets are in 
several parts very narrow, and the air is close and unwholesome. It has 
road communication with Mirpur, Kandahar, and Sangrar, and the 
main trunk road from Hyderabad to Multan also passes through it. 
The town has derived a new importance as the station where the 
North-Western State Railway crosses the Indus, and as the junction 
of the Kotri-Rohri lines. It contains a Subordinate Judge’s court, 

. a dispensary, and four schools, of which three for boys have 754 pupils 
and one for girls has 80 pupils. 

Rohri has a large number of Muhammadan places of worship. One, 
known as the Jama Masjid, was built in 1564 by Fateh Khan, lieu- 
tenant of the emperor Akbar ; it is a massive but gloomy pile of red 
brick, covered with three domes, and coated with glazed porcelain 
tiles. The other, the Idgah Masjid, was erected in 1593 by Mir Musan 
Shah. The War Mubarak, a building about 25 feet square, situated 
to the north of the town, was erected about 1745 by Nur Muhammad, 
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the reigning Kalhora priiicc, for the reception of a hair from the beard 
of htuhainmad. This liair, to which miraculous properties are ascribed 
by the faithful, is set in amber, which again is enclosed in a gold case 
studded with rubies and emeralds, the gift of Mir All Murad of 
Khairpur. The relic is exposed to view every March, when the hair 
is believed by the devotees to rise and fall, and also to change colour. 

Rohri has been administered as a municipality since 1855, 
the town has, in consequence, greatly improved as regards both 
health and appearance. The municipal income during the decade 
ending 1901 averaged Rs. 21,600. In tqo 3~4 it was Rs. 27,000. The 
trade is principally in grain, oil, ff/a, salt, fullcr’s-carth, lime, and fruits. 
Tasar silk is manufactured. Opposite to Rohri on the Indus is the 
small island of Khwaja Khizr, containing the shrine of a saint who is 
revered alike by Muhammadans and Hindus. 

Rohtak District.— District in the Delhi Division of the Punjab, 
lying between 28® 21' and 29® if N. and 76® 13' and 76° 58' E., on 
the borders of Rryputana, in the high level plain that separates the 
waters of the Jumna and Sutlej, with an area of 1,797 square miles. 
The eastern part falls within the bprdcrs of the tract formerly known 
as HanTma. In its midst lies part of the small State of Dujiina. It 
is bounded on the north by the Jind tiisamnf of Jind State, and 
by Karnal District; on the east by Delhi, and on the south-east by 
Gurgaon ; on the south by Pataudi State and the RewSri faMl of 
Gurgaon ; on the south-west by territory belonging to the Nnwab of 
Dujana ; and on the west by the Dadri tiisiimaf of Jind and by Hissar 
District, Although there is no grand scenery in Rohtak, the canals 
with their bells of trees, the lines of sandhills, and in the south 
the torrents, the depressions which are flooded after 
^s^cte' heavy rain, and a few small rocky hills give the Dis- 
trict more diversified features than are generally met 
with in the plains of the Punjab. The eastern border lies low on the 
level of the Jumna Canal and the Najafgarh swamp. A few miles west 
the surface rises gradually to a level plateau, which, speaking roughly, 
stretches as far as the town of Rohtak, and is enclosed by parallel rows 
of sandhills running north and south. Beyond the western line of 
sandhills the surface rises again till it etids on the Hissar border in * 
a third high ridge. The eastern line runs, with here and there an 
inter\-al, down the east side of the District, and rises to some height in 
the Jhajjar /a/isJ/. South-west of this ridge the country becomes more 
undulating, and the .soil lighter. The south-eastern comer of the 
District is crossed by two small streams or torrents, the Sahibi and 
Indori ; these flow circuitously, throwing ofl a network of branches 
and collecting here and there after heavy rain mjhtls of considerable 
size, and finally fall into the Najafgarh swamp. 
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With tlie exception of a few small outliers of Alwar quartzite be- 
longing to the Delhi system, there is nothing of geological interest in 
the District, which is almost entirely of alluvial formation. 

The District forms an arm from the Upper Gangetic plain between 
the Central Punjab and the desert. Trees, except where naturalized or 
planted, are rare, but the niinbar {Acacia Icucophloea) is a conspicuous 
exception. Mango groves are frequent in the north-east ; and along 
canals and roadsides other sub-tropical species have been planted 
successfully. The ber {Zizyphtis Jujubd) is common, and is often 
planted. 

Game, including wild hog, antelope, ‘ ravine deer ’ (Indian gazelle), 
nilgai^ and hare, is plentiful. Peafowl, partridge, and quail are to be 
met with throughout the year ; and during the cold season sand-grouse, 
wild geese, bustards, and flamingoes. Wolves are still common, and 
a stray leopard is occasionally killed. The villages by the canal are 
overrun by monkeys. 

The climate is not inaptly described in the Memoirs of George 
Thomas as ‘ in general salubrious, though when the sandy and desert 
country lying to the westward becomes heated, it is inimical to 
a European constitution.’ In April, May, and June the hot winds 
blow steadily all day from the west, bringing up constant sandstorms 
from the llajputana desert ; at the close of the year frosts are common, 
and strong gales prevail in February and March. 

The average rainfall varies from 19 inches at Jhajjar to 21 at Rohtak. 
Of the rainfall at the latter place, 18 inches fall in the summer months 
and 3 in the winter. The greatest fall recorded during the years 
1885-1902 was 41 inches at Jhajjar in 1885-6, and the least 8 inches 
at Rohtak in 190 t-2. 

The District belongs for the most part to the tract of Hariana, and 
its early history will be found in the articles on that region and on the 
towns of Rohtak, Maham, and Jhajjar. It appears History 
to have come at an early date under the control of 
the Delhi kings, and in 1355 Firoz Shah dug a canal from the Sutlej 
as far as Jhajjar. Under Akbar the present District lay within the 
Suhah of Delhi and the sarkars of Delhi and Hissar-Firoza. In 1643 
the Rohtak canal is said to have been begun by Nawab Ali Khan, who 
attempted to divert water from the old canal of Firoz Shah. On the 
decay of the Delhi empire the District with the rest of Hariana was 
granted to the minister Rukn-ud-din in 1718, and was in 1732 trans- 
ferred by him to the Nawabs of Farrukhnagar in Gurgaon. Faujdar 
Khan, Nawab of Farrukhnagar, who seems to have suceceded to the 
territories of Hissar on the death of Shahdild Khan in 1738, handed 
down to his son, Nawab Kamgar Khan, a dominion M'hich embraced 
the present Districts of Hissar and Rohtak, besides part of Gurgaon 
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and a considerable tract subsequently annexed by the chiefs of Jind 
and Patiala. Hissar and the north were duriiig this time perpetually 
overrun by the Sikhs, in spite of the combined efforts of the Bhattis 
and the imperial forces; but Kohtak and Gurgaon appear to have 
remained with Kamgar Khan till his death in 1760. His son, Mfisa 
Khan, was expelled from I'arrukhnagar by SQraj Mai, the Jat ruler of 
Bharatpur; and tiic Jats held Jhajjar, Badli, and Karrukhnagar till 
1771. In that year Milsa Khan recovered Farrukhnagar, but he never 
regained a footing in Rohbik District. In 1772 Najaf Khan came 
into power at Delhi, and till his death in 1 7S2 some order was main- 
tained. Bahadurgarh, granted in 1754 to Bahadur Khan, Baloch, 
was held by his son and grandson ; Jhajjar was in the hands of 
Walter Reinhardt, the husband of Begam Sunirfl of Sardhana ; and 
Gohana, Maham, Rohtak, and Kharkhauda were also held by nominees 
of Najaf Khan. The Marath.'is returned in 1785, but could do little 
to repel the Sikh invasion j and from 1785 to 1S03 the north of the 
District was occupied by the Raja of Jind, while the south and west 
were prcc.ariously held by the Marathas, who were defied by the strong 
J.at villages and constantly attacked by the Sikhs. Meanwhile the 
military adventurer George Thomas had carved out a principality in 
Mariana, which included Maham, Beri, and Jhajjar in the present 
District; his he.id-<.iuartcrs were at Hgnsi in the District of HissSr, 
and at Georgegarh near Jhajjar he had built a small outlying fort. In 
1801, however, the Marathas made common cause with the Sikhs 
and Rajputs against him, and under the French commander, Louis 
Bourquin, defeated him at Georgegarh, and succeeded in ousting 
him from his dominions. In 1S03, by the conquests of Lord Lake, 
the whole country up to the Sutlej and the Siwaliks passed to the 
British Guvemment. 

Under Lord Lake’s arrangements, the northern parganas of Rohtak 
were held by the Sikh chiefs of Jind and Kaithal, while the south 
was granted to the Nawab of Jhajjar, the west to his brother, the 
Naw.ab of Dadri and Bahadurgarh, and the central tract to the 
Nawab of Dujana. The latter, however, was unable to maintain 
order in his portion of the territories thus assigned, and the frequent 
incursions of Sikh and Bhatti marauders compelled the dispatch of 
a British officer in 1810 to bring the region into better organization. 
The few parganas thus subjected to British rule formed the nucleus 
of the present District. Other fringes of territory escheated on the 
deaths of the Kaithal Raja in 1818 and the chief of Jind in 1820. 
In the last-named year, Hissar and Sirsa were separated from Rohtak ; 
and in 1824 the District was brought into nearly its present shape 
by the District of Panipat (now Karnal) being made a separate 
charge. 
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Up lo 1S32 Rohtak was adininislered by a Political Agent under 
the Resident at Delhi j but it was then brought under the Regulations, 
and included in the NorthAVeslern Provinces. On the outbreak of 
the Mutiny in 1S57, Rohtak was for a lime completely lost to the 
British Government, The Muhammadan tribes, uniting with their 
brethren in Gurgaon and Hissar, began a general predatory movement 
under the Nawabs of Parrukhnagar, Jhajjar, and Bahadurgarh, and the 
] 3 hatti chieftains of Sirsa and Hissar. They attacked and plundered 
the civil station at Rohtak, destroying every record of administration. 
But before the fall of Delhi, a force of i’unjab levies was brought across 
the Sutlej, and order was restored with little dilTiculty. The rebel 
Nawabs of Jhajjar and Bahadurgarh were captured and tried. The 
former was e.\eculed at Delhi, while his neighbour a>id relative escaped 
with a sentence of exile to Lahore. 'Pheir estates were confiscated, 
part of them being temporarily included in a new District of Jhajjar, 
while other portions were assigned to the Rajas of Jind, Patiala, and 
Nabha us rewards for their services during the Mutiny. Rohtak Dis- 
trict was transferred to the Punjab Government; and in i860 Jhajjar 
was broken up, part of it being added to the territory of the loyal 
RSjas, and the remainder united with Rohtak. 

There are no antiquities of any note, and the history of the old sites 
is unknown. Excavations at the Rohtak Khokra Kot would seem to 
show that three cities have been successively destroyed there ; the well- 
known coins of Rajfi Samanta Deva, who is supposed to have reigned 
over Kabul and the Punjab about a. d. 920, are found at Mohan Bari. 
Jhajjar, Maham, and Gohana possess some old tombs, but none is of 
any special architectural merit ; the finest are at the first place. There 
is an old baali or stepped well at Rohtak and another at Maham : the 
latter has been described by the author of Pen and Pencil Sketches^ and 
must have been in much better repair in 1828 than it is now. The 
Gaokaran tank at Rohtak and the Buawala tank at Jhajjar are fine 
works, while the masonry tank built by the last Nawfib of Jhajjar at 
Chuchakwas is exceedingly handsome. The aslhal or Jog monastery at 
Bohar is the only group of buildings of any architectural pretensions 
in the District ; the Jhajjar palaces are merely large houses on the old 
Indian plan. 

Rohtak contains 11 towns and 491 villages. Its [jopulation tit each 
of the last four enumerations was: (1868) 531,118, (1881) 553,609, 
(1891) 590,475, and (1901) 630,672. It increased p 
by nciirly 7 per cent, during the last decade, the 
increase being greatest in the Sampla Ar/w/, and least in Jhajjar. It 
is divided into four tahsjls — Routak, Jhajjar, Sampijv, and Gohana 
— the head-quarters of each being at the place from which it is named. 
The chief towns are the municipalities of Rohtak, the administrative 
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head-quarters of the District, Jhajjar, Brri, Bahadurgarh, and 
Gohana. 

The following table shows the distribution of population in 1901 


Tahsll. 

Area in -squarc 
miles. 

Nnmhcr of 

Population. 

Population per 
square mile. 

Percentage of 
variation in 
population be- 
nveen 1891 
and X901. 

Number of 
persons able to 
read and 
write. 

d! 

1 

villages. 

Rohtak . 
Sampla . 
Jhajjar . 
Gohana . 

District total 

55)2 

409 

466 

.136 

5 

2 

1 

3 

102 

122 

i8g 

78 

*97,727 

162,423 

123,227 

*47,295 

334-0 

397-* 

264.4 

438-4 

+ 8*3 
+ 8*4 
+ S-2 
+ 6.3 

7,648 

3,SI0 

3,598 

2,011 

1.797 

n 

491 

630,672 

350-9 

-t- 6.8 

>7,067 


Note.— 'T he figutes Tor the areas of ialtsils are taken from revenue returns. The 
total area is that given in the Census Reports 


Hindus number 533,723, or 85 per cent, of the total, and Muham- 
madans 91,687. About 85 per cent, of the population live in villages, 
and the average population in each village is 1,096, the largest for 
any District in the Punjab. The language ordinarily spoken is Western 
Hindi. 

The Jats (217,000) comprise one-third of the population and own 
seven-tenths of the villages in the District. The great majority are 
Hindus, and the few Muhammadan Jats are of a distinctly inferior 
type. The Hindu Rajputs (7,000) are a well-disposed, peaceful folk, 
much resembling the Jats in their ^vaysj the Ranghars or Muham- 
madan Rajputs (27,000), on the other hand, have been aptly described 
as good soldiers and indifferent cultivators, whose real forte lies in 
cattle-lifting. Many now enlist in Skinner’s Horse and other cavalry 
repments. The Ahirs (17,000) are all Hindus and excellent culti- 
vators. There are g,ooo Mails and 3,000 Gtijars. The Brahmans 
(66,000) were originally settled by the jats when they founded their 
villages, and now they are generally found on Jat estates. They are 
an inoffensive class, venerated but not respected. Of the commercial 
castes the Banias (45,000) are the most important ; and of the menials 
the Chamars (leather-workers, 55,000), ChQhras (scavengers, 23,000), 
Dhanaks (scavengers, 21,000), Jhinwars (water-carriers, 12,000), Kum- 
hars (potters, 13,000), Lohars (blacksmiths, 9,000), Nais (barbers, 
13,000), Tarkhans (carpenters, 13,000), and Telis (oil-workers, 7,000). 
There are 17,000 Fakirs. About 60 per cent, of the population are 
agriculturists, and 21 per cent, industrial. 

The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel has a branch at 
Rohtak town, and in 1901 the District contained 41 native Christians. 

The general conditions wth r^ard to agriculture in different parts 
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depend rather on irrigation than on diflerences of soil. Throughout 
the District the soil consists as a rule of a good light-coloured alluvial 
loam, while a lighter and sandier soil is found on Agriculture 
elevations and clay soils in depressions of the land. 

All soils alike give excellent returns with sufficient rainfall, but, unless 
irrigated, fail entirely in times of drought, though the sandy soil can 
do with less rain than the clay or loam. The large unirrigated tracts 
are absolutely dependent on the autumn harvest and the monsoon 
rains. Roughly .speaking, the part north of the railway may be classed 
as secure, that to the south as insecure, from famine. The whole of 
the soil contains salts, and saline efflorescence is not uncommon where 
the drainage lines have been obstructed. 

The District is licld almost entirely on the pa/iidari and bhaiyachdra 
tenures, zamhtdari lands covering only about 8,000 acres, and lands 
leased from Government about 5,500 acres. The following table 
shows the main agricultural statistics in 1903-4, areas being in 
square miles: — 



Wheat is the chief crop of the spring harvest, occupying 103 square 
miles in 1903-4 ; grain occupied 141 and barley 47 square miles. In 
the autumn harvest the spiked and great millets {bdjra and Jmvdr) are 
the principal staple.s, occupying 338 and 335 square miles respec- 
tively ; cotton occupied 65 square miles, sugar-cane 31, and pulses 138. 
Indigo is grown to a small extent, but only for seed. 

The cultivated area increased from 1,406 square miles in 1879 to 
1,520 square miles in 1903-4, in which year it amounted to 84 per 
cent, of the total area. The increase of cultivation during the twenty 
years ending 1901 is chiefly due to canal extensions, and it is doubtful 
whether further extension is possible. Fallows proper are not practised j 
the pressure of population and the division of property are perhaps too 
great to allow them. For rains cultivation the agriculturist generally 
sets aside over two-thirds of his lands in the autumn and rather less 
than one-third in the spring, and the land gets rest till the season for 
which it is kept comes round again ; if there is heavy rain in the hot 
season, the whole area may be put under the autumn crop, and in that 
case no spring crop is taken at all. These arrangements are due to 
the nature of the seasons, rather than to any care for the soil. On 
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lands irrigated by wells and canals a crop is taken everj’ harvest, as far 
as possible ; the floods of the natural streams usually prevent any , 
autumn crop, except sugar-can^ being grown on the lands affected by 
them. Rotation of crops is followed, but in a very imperfect way, and 
for the sake of the crop rather than the soil. Nothing worth mention 
appears to have been done in the way of improving the quality of the 
crops grown. 

Except in the Jhajjar lahsil, where there is a good deal of well- 
irrigation, advances under the T.and Improvement Loans Act were not 
popular till recent years; nor are advances under the Agriculturists' 
J.X)ans Act common, save in times of scarcity, as the people prefer to 
resort to the Banias. During the five years ending September, 1904, 
a total of 5*3 lakhs was advanced, including 4-9 lakhs under the 
Agriculturists’ Loans Act. Of this sum, 3 lakhs was lent in the famine 
year 1899-1900. 

The bullocks and cows arc 01 a very good breed, and particularly 
fine in size and shape. A touch of the Hansi strain probably per- 
vades them throughout. The bullocks of the villages round Beri and 
Georgegarh have a special reputation, which is said to be due to the 
fact that the NawSb of Jhajjar kept some bulls of the Nagaur breed at 
Chuchakwas. This breed is small, hardy, active, and hard-working, but 
is said to have fallen off since the confiscation of the Jhajjar State. 
The zamtndSrs make a practice of selling their bullocks after one crop 
has come up, and buying fresh ones for the next sowings, thereby 
avoiding the expense of their keep for four or five months. The 
extensive breaking-up of land which has taken place since 1840 has 
greatly restricted the grazing grounds of the villages; the present 
fodder-supply grown in the fields leaves but a small margin to provide 
against seasons of droughty and in many canal estates difficulty is 
already being experienced on this score. Few large stretches of village 
jungle are now to be found, and the policy of giving proprietary grants 
has reduced by more than half the area of- the Jhajjar and Bahadur- 
garh reserves. A large cattle fair is held at Georgegarh. The horses 
of the District are of the ordinary mediocre type. Goats and .sheep 
are owned as a rule by ullage menials. The District board maintains 
three horse and three donkey stallions. 

Of the total area cultivated in 1903-4, 526 square miles, or nearly 
36 per cent., were classed as irrigated. Of this area, 453 square miles 
were irrigated from canals and 72 from wells. The District had 2,903 
masonry wells in use, all worked by bullocks on the rope-and-bucket 
system, besides 864 unbricked wells, water-lifts, and lever wells. Canal- 
irrigation more than trebled and well-irrigation more than doubled 
during the riventy years ending 1901. The former is derived entirely 
from the Western Jumna Canal, the BQtana branch of which (with 
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its chief distributary, the Bhiwani branch) irrigates the Gohana and 
Rohtak tahstls, while various distributaries from the new Delhi branch 
supply Rohtak and Sampla. The area estimated as annually irrigable 
from the Western Jumna Canal is 278 square miles. There used to 
be a certain amount of irrigation from the Sahibi and Indori streams, 
but this has been largely obstructed by dams erected in the territory of 
the Alwar State. Wells are chiefly found in the south of Jhajjar and 
in the flood-affected tracts of Sampla. 

The District contains no forests, except 8 square miles of Govern- 
ment waste under the control of the Deputy-Commissioner ; and, save 
along canals and watercourses and immediately round the villages, 
trees are painfully wanting. Reserved village jungles are, however, a 
feature of the District and are found in nearly every village. 

The Sultanpur salt sources are situated in five villages in Gurgaon 
and in one in this District in the Jhajjar tafisll. A large amount of 
kankar is found, some of which is particularly pure and adapted for 
the preparation of lime. The low hills in the south yield a limestone 
suitable for building purposes. 

The chief manufactures are the pottery of Jhajjar ; the saddlery and 
leather-work of Kalanaur; muslin turbans, interwoven with gold and 
silver thread, and a muslin known as ianzeb, produced 
at Rohtak j and the woollen blankets woven in all coi^mlc^ons 
parts. Dyeing is a speciality of Jhajjar. The bullock- 
carts of the District are well and strongly made. Four cotton-ginning 
factories and one combined ginning and pressing factory have recently 
been opened at Rohtak town, which absorb a good deal of the raw 
cotton of the District. In 1904 they employed 279 hands. In other 
industries the native methods of production are adhered to; and, 
though in the towns foreign sugar and cloth are making way, native 
products hold their own in the villages. Owing to the opening of the 
factories and the Rohtak grain market, the demand for labour has 
considerably increased and wages have risen. 

In ordinary seasons the District exports grain, the annual export 
of cereals being estimated by the Famine Commission of 1896-7 at 
89,000 tons. The construction of the Southern Punjab Railway has 
greatly facilitated exports at all times, and imports in time of scarcity, 
the monthly average imported by this line during the famine year 1899 
being no less than 3,400 tons. Commerce is also much helped by the 
Rohtak grain market, owing to its favourable position, its exemption 
from octroi, and the facilities given for grain storage. 

The District is traversed by the Southern Punjab Railway; the 
Rewari-Bhatinda branch of the Rajputana-Malwa Railway crosses the 
west side of the Jhajjar iahsV ; and the terminus of the branch from 
Garhi Harsaru to Farrukhnagar is about a mile from the border. The 
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District is also Avell provided with roads, the most important being 
the Delhi-Hissar, ^Rohtak-Bhiwani, and Rohtak-Jhajjar roads, all of 
which arc metalled. The total length of metalled roads is 79 miles, 
and of unmetallcd roads 605 miles. Of these, 20 miles of metalled 
and 41 miles of unmetallcd roads are under the Public Works depart- 
ment, and the rest under the District board. 

The first famine of which there is any trustworthy record was that of 
1782-3, the terrible cM/lsa. From this famine a very large number 
Famine villages in the District date their refoundption, in 

whole or in part. Droughts followed in 1802, t8i 2, 
1817, 1833, and 1837. The famine of x86o-i was the first in which 
relief was regularly organized by Government. Nearly 500,000 daily 
units were relieved by distribution of food and in other ways ; about 
400,000 were employed on relief works; Rs, 34,378 was spent on 
these objects, and Rs, 2,50,000 of land revenue was ultimately remitted. 
In i868-g, 719,000 daily units received relief, 125,000 were employed 
at various limes on relief works, nearly Rs. 1,35,000 was spent in 
alleviating the calamity, and more than Rs. 2,00,000 of revenue in all 
was remitted. The special feature of the relief in this famine was the 
amount raised in voluntary subscriptions by the people themselves, 
which was nearly Rs. 45,000. There is said to have been great loss of' 
life, and nearly 90,000 head of cattle died. The ne.xt famine occurred 
in 1877-8. Highway robberies grmv common, grain carts were plun- 
dered, and in the village of Badli a grain riot took place. No relief 
Avas, however, considered necessary, nor was the revenue demand sus- 
pended ; 176,000 head of cattle disappeared, and it took the District 
many years to recoA'er. Both harvests of 1895-6 Avere a failure, and 
in 1896-7 there was literally no crop in the rains-land villages, Relief 
operations commenced in NovemW, 1896, and continued till the 
middle of July, 1897, at Avhich time a daily average of 11,000 persons 
Avere on the relief Avorks. Altogether, Rs. 96,300 Avas spent in allevi- 
ating distress, and suspensions of revenue amounted to 3-4 lakhs. The 
famine Avas, hoAA-ever, by no means scA’crc; more than three-fourths of 
the’ people on relief AA'orks Avere menials, and large stores of fodder and 
grain remained in most of the villages. The famine of 1899-1900 Avas 
only surpassed in seA’erity by the chahsa famine above mentioned. The 
spread of irrigation had, hoAvever, largely increased the area protected 
from drought ; and, Avhile in 1896-7 the affected area Avas 1,467 square 
miles, in 1899-1900 this had shrunk to 1,234, in spite of the greater 
severity of the drought. The greatest daily average of persons relieved 
was in the Aveek ending March 10, 1900, Avhen 33,632, or 9 per cent, 
of the population affected, Avere in receipt of relief. The total cost of 
the famine Avas 7-5 lakhs. The total deaths from December, 1899, to 
October, 1900, Avere 25,006, giving a death-rate of 69 as compared with 
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the average rate of 37 per 1,000. Fever was responsible for 18,279 
and cholera for 1,935 deaths. The losses of cattle amounted to 
182,000. 

The District is in charge of a Deputy-Commissioner, assisted by three 
Assistant or Extra-Assistant Commissioners, of whom 
one is in charge of the District treasury. Each of the 
four iahslls is under a taJisildar^ assisted by a naib-tahsllddr. 

The Deputy-Commissioner, as District Magistrate, is responsible for 
criminal justice. Civil judicial work is under a District Judge; and 
both officers are supervised by the Divisional Judge of Delhi, who is 
also Sessions Judge. The District Judge has two Munsifs under him, 
one at head-quarters, the other at Jhajjar. There are also six honorary 
magistrates. The predominant form of crime is burglary. 

The villages are of unusual size, averaging over 1,000 persons. They 
afford an excellent example of the hhaiyachdrd village of Northern 
India, a community of clansmen linked together, sometimes by descent 
from a common ancestor, sometimes by marriage ties, sometimes by a 
joint foundation of the village ; with no community of property, but com- 
bining to manage the affairs of the village by means of a council of 
elders ; holding the waste and grazing grounds, as a rule, in common ; 
and maintaining, by a cess distributed on individuals, a common fund 
to which public receipts are brought and expenditure charged. 

The early revenue history under British rule naturally divides itself 
into two parts — that of the older tracts which form most of the area 
included in the three northern taJalls^ and that of the confiscated 
estates which belonged before the Mutiny to the Nawabs of Jhajjar 
and Bahadurgarh, Thus the regular settlements made in 1838-40 
included only half the present District. The earlier settlements made 
in the older part followed Regulation IX of 1805, and w’ere for short 
terms. In Rohtak little heed was paid to the Regulation, which laid 
down that a moderate assessment was conducive equally to the true 
interests of Government and to the well-being of its subjects. The 
revenue in 1822 was already so heavy as to be nearly intolerable, while 
the unequal distribution of the demand was even worse than its bur- 
den. Nevertheless an increase of Rs. 2,000 was levied in 1S25 and 
Rs. 4,000 shortly after. The last summary settlement made in 1835 
enhanced the demand by Rs. 20,000. The regular settlement made 
between 1838 and 1840 increased the assessment by Rs. 14,000. This 
was never paid, and the revision, which was immediately ordered, re- 
duced it by lakhs, or 16 per cent. The progress of the District since 
this concession was made has been a continuing proof of its wisdom. 

Bahadurgarh and Jhajjar were resumed after the Mutiny. The 
various summary settlements worked well on the whole, and a regular 
settlement was made between i860 and 1863. 
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The suUlumcnt of the ^vholc Districl was revised between 1S73 and 
1S79. Kates on irrigated land varied from Rs. 2 to Rs, 2-12, and on 
unirrigated land from 5 annas to Rs. 1-9. Canal-irrigated land was, as 
visual, assessed at a * dry * rale, plus owners’ and occupiers’ rates. The 
result of the new assessment was an increase of 9^ per cent, over the 
previous demand. Tlvc demand for 1903-4, including cesses, amounted 
to nearly 1 1 lakhs. 'J'hc average size of a proprietary holding is 5 acres. 

The collections of land revenue alone and of total revenue arc shown 
below, in thousands of rupees : — 



1880-1. 

1890-1. 

1900-1. 

> 9 o.V- 4 - 

Land revenue . 

Tol.*!! revenue . 

9 fi 9 

11,09 

9,50 

««, 3 S 

7 » 4.3 

10,37 

8,13 

n ,34 


The District contains five niumcip.ilitics, Routak, Bkri, Jhajjar, 
Bahadurgakh, and Gohana; and ten ‘notified areas,’ of which the 
most important .ire Maiiam, KAt.ANAUR, Mundi-ana, and Butana. 
Outside these, local affairs are m.inagcd by a District board, whose 
income .amounted in 1903-4 to Rs. 1,24,000. The expenditure in the 
same year was Rs. 1,22,000, the principal item being public works. 

The regular police force consists of 433 of all ranks, including 63 
municipal ])oIicc, under a Superintendent, who is usually assisted by 
2 inspectors. The village w.itchmen number 702. The District has 
10 police stations, 4 outposts, and 17 road-posts. Three trackers and 
three camel sowars now form part of the ordinary force. The District 
jail at licad-quartcrs has accommodation for 230 prisoners. 

The standard of education is below the average, though some pro- 
gress has been made. Rohtak stands twenty-sixth among the twenty- 
eight Districts of the Punjab in respect of the literacy of its population. 
In 1901 only 2-7 per cent, of the population (5 males and o-i females) 
could read and write. The number of pupils under instruction was 
2,396 in 1880-1, 3,380 in 1S90-1, 5,097 in 1900-1, and 5,824 in 1903-4. 
In the last year the Districl possessed 9 secondary and 65 primaiy 
(public) schools and 2 .advanced and 42 elemcntarj* (private) schools, 
with 2 II girls in the public and 8 in the private schools. The Anglo- 
vernacular school at Rohtak town with 262 pupils is the only high 
school. The other principal schools arc two Anglo-vernacular middle 
schools supported by the municipalities of Jhajjar and Gohana, and 
6 vernacular middle schools. The total cx^jcnditurc on education in 
1903-4 was Rs. 44,000, chiefly derived from District funds; fees 
provided nearly a third, and municipal funds and Provincial grants 
between them a fifth, of the total expenditure. 

Besides the Rohtak civil hospital, the District possesses five outlying 
dispensaries. These in 1904 treated a total of 59,714 out-patients and 
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1,016 in-patients, while 2,894 operations were performed. The income 
was Rs. 10,000, almost entirely derived from Local and municipal 
funds. 

The number of successful vaccinations in 1903-4 was 14,406, repre- 
senting 22*8 per 1,000 of population. The towns of Rohtak and Beri 
have adopted the Vaccination Act. 

[D. C. J. Ibbetson, District Gazetteer (1883-4); H. C. Fanshawe, 
Settlement Report (1880).] 

Rohtak Tahsll . — Tahsil of Rohtak District, Punjab, lying between 
28® 38' and 29° 6' N. and 76° 13' and 76® 45' E., with an area of 592 
square miles. The population in 1901 was 197,727, compared with 
182,649 in 1891. It contains five towns — Rohtak (population, 20,323), 
the head-quarters, Beui {9,723), Kalanaur (7,640), Kahnaur (5,024), 
and Maham (7,824) — and 102 villages, including Sanghi (5,126). The 
land revenue and cesses in 7903-4 amounted to 2-9 lakhs. The plain 
is broken by a chain of sandhills on the east and by scattered sandy 
eminences elsewhere, and is partially irrigated by the U^estern Jumna 
Canal. Trees are scarce, except round the villages and along the older 
canal-branches. 

Rohtak Town. — Head-quarters of the District and ta/:si/ of the 
.same name, Punjab, situated in 28® 54' N. and 76® 35' E., on the 
Southern Punjab Railway, 44 miles north-west of Delhi ; distant by 
rail from Calcutta 1,000 miles, from Bombay 1,026, and from Karachi 
S63. Population (1901), 20,323, including 10,404 Hindus and 9,916 
Muhammadans. It is plausibly identified with the Rauhitaka or 
Rauhita of the Rajataran^ini and of Albinlnl ; but tradition avers 
that its ancient name was Rohlasgarh or ‘ the fort of Rohtas,’ a Ponwar 
Raja, and points to the mound called the Khokra Kot as the site of 
the old town. It is also said that Muhammad of Ghor destroyed the 
town soon after it had been rebuilt by Prithwl Raj in ri6o, but it is 
not mentioned by the earlier Muhammadan historians. A colony of 
Shaikhs from Yemen are said to have built a fort; and the Afghans 
of Birahma, an ancient site close by, also settled in the town, which 
became the capital of a fief of the Delhi kingdom. Kai Khusru, the 
grandson and heir of Balban, was enticed from Multan by Kaikubad 
and put to death here about 1286; and in 1410 Khizr Khan, the 
Saiyid, besieged Idris Khan in Rolilalc fort, and look it after a six 
months’ siege. After the decline of the Mughal power Rohtak, situated 
on the border line between the Sikh and Maratha pow'crs, passed 
through many vicissitudes, falling into the hands of one chieftain after 
another. It became the head-quarters of Rohtak District in 1824, and 
was plundered in the Mutiny of 1857. 

The municipality was created in 1867. The income during the 
ten years ending 1902-3 averaged Rs. 24,900, and the expenditure 
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Rs. 24,400. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 25,000, chiefly derived 
from octroi; and the expenditure was Rs. 23,600. The town is an 
important trade centre ; and four factories for ginning cotton and one 
for ginning and pressing have recently been established, 'rhe number 
of factory hands in 1904 was 279. Muslin turbans interwoven with 
gold and silver thread and a form of muslin known as lanzeh are pro- 
duced. The Anglo-vernacular high school is managed by the Educa- 
tional department. 

Rohtang. — Pass in the Kulu subdivision of Kangra District, Pun- 
jab, situated in 32® 2a' N. and 77® 17' E., acioss the Himalayan range 
which disides the KulQ valley from Lahul. 'I'he pass leads from 
Koksar in Lahul to Rillla in Kothi ]ManaH of Kulu. The elevation 
is only 13,326 feet, a remarkably low lc\cl considering that the .sides 
rise to 15,000 and 16,000 feet, while within 12 miles .arc jieaks over 
20,000 feet in height. The high road to Lch and Yarkand from Kulu 
and Kangra goes o\cr this pass, which is practicable for laden mules 
and ponies. The pass is dangerous, and generally impassable betw'ecn 
November and the end of March or even later. Through it the 
monsoon rains reach the Chandra v.rlley, and the Bc."is rises on its 
southern slope. 

Rohtas. — Fortress in the District and tahsV of Jhelum, Punjab, 
situated in 32® 55' N. and 73® 48' E., 10 miles north-west of Jhelum 
town, in the gorge where the Kah.ln torrent breaks through the low 
eastern spur of the Tilla range. The fortress was built by the emperor 
Slier Shah Sfiri, after his expulsion of Ilum.'iyfin in 1542, to hold in 
check the G.akhars, who were allies of the exiled cmixiror. The 
Gakhars endeavoured to prevent its constiuction, .uid Labour was 
obtained with such difllicully th.U the cost exceeded 40 lakhs in modern 
currency. The circumference is about 2^ miles, and the walls are 
30 feet thick and from 30 to 50 feet high. 7 'here are 68 towers and 
12 gateways, of which the most imposing is the Sohal Gate, a fine 
specimen of the Patluln style, o\er 70 feet in height, with exquisite 
balconies on the outer walls. The fortress was named after the fort 
of Rohtas in Bengal, the scene of a victory of Sher Sliah. The north- 
ern wall is now a ruin, and within the fortifications lies the small but 
flourishing vill.age of Rohtas. 

Rohtasgarli. — Ildl fort in the Sas.iram subditision of Sli?lhab.'id 
District, Bengal, situated in 24® 37' N. and 83° 55' E., about 30 milts 
south of Sasaram town, overlooking the junction of the Koel with the 
bon river. Population (1901), 1,899. derives its name from the 
young prince Rohitaswa, son of Haris Chandra, king of the Solar race. 
Little or nothing is known concerning the persons who held the fort 
until 1100, when it is supposed to have belonged to Pratap Dhawala, 
father of the last Hindu king. Sher Shah captured Rohlasgarh in 
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iS39i immediately began to strengthen the fortifications; but the 
work had not progressed very far, when he selected a more favourable 
site in the neighbourhood at the place still known as Shergarh. Man 
Singh, Akbar’s Hindu general, on being appointed viceroy of Bengal 
and Bihar, selected Rohtasgarh as liis stronghold ; and, according to 
two inscriptions in Sanskrit and Persian, erected many of the buildings 
now existing. When he died, the fortress was attached to the office 
of Wazir of the emperor, by whom tlie governors were appointed. The 
governor of the place in 1622-4 protected Shah Jahan’s family when 
that prince was in rebellion against his father. Rohtasgarh was surren- 
dered to the British soon after the battle of Buxar in 1764. 

The remains of the fortress now occupy a part of the table-land, 
about 4 miles from east to west, and 5 miles from north to south, with 
a circumference of nearly 28 miles. On the south-east corner of the 
plateau is an old temple called Rohtasan, where an image of RohitSswa 
was worshipped until destroyed by Aurangzeb. It is situated on 
a steep peak, and is aijproachcd by a great stone staircase arranged 
in groups of steps with successive landings. Close by is the temple 
of Haris Chandra, a graceful building consisting of a small pillared 
hall covered by five dome.s. Within the gate at Raj Ghat there must 
have been a very considerable building, which is thought to have 
formed the private residence of the commandant. Other remains, 
some of which date back to the time of Shcr Shah, are scattered over 
the plateau. The most interesting of these is the palace or MahSlsarai, 
which is attributed to Man Singh. It is irregularly built without any 
architectural pretensions, the most striking building being ihe^ main 
gateway, a massive structure consisting of a large Gothic arch, with the 
figure of an elephant on each side. The palace is, however, of great 
iirtcrest as being the only specimen of hlughal civil architecture in 
Bengal, and as giving an insight into the conditions of military life 

under that empire. ^ . rn - 

Rojhan.— Village in the Rajanpur lahsll of Dera Ghazi Khan 

District, Punjab, situated in 28® 41' N. and 69® 58' E., on the ^^est 
bank of the Indus, below Dera Ghazi Khan town. Population (1901)1 
8,177. It is the capital of the Mazari Baloch, having been founded 
by Bahram Khan, ummdar or chief of that tribe, about 1825. Ihe 
village contains a fine courthouse, built by the late chief for Ins use 
as honorary magistrate, and a mosque and tomb erected in memory 
of his father and nephew. Woollen rugs and nose-bags for horses 
are manufactured. A vernacular middle school is maintained by the 


District board. . -n u . 

Ron Taluka. — North-eastern tdluka of Dharwiir District, Bombay, 

lying belween 15” 30' and 15° 5°' N. and 75” 29' and J®' = ’ 

an area of 432 square miles, 'fhere are wo lon-ns, Ron (popula- 
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tion, 7,298), the head-quarters, and Gajendragarh (8,853) J ^4 
villages, including Naregal (8,327) and Savdi (5,202). The popula- 
tion in 1901 was 103,298, compared with 92,370 in 1891. The 
density, 239 persons per square mile, is slightly below the District 
average. The demand for land revenue in 1903-4 was i-8 lakhs, 
and for cesses Rs. 14,000. Ron ialuka is a stretch of rich black soil, 
without a hill or upland. The people are skilful, hard-working husband- 
men, and well-to-do. The irater-supply is poor, and the annual rainfall 
averages only about 23 inches. 

Ron Town. — Head-quarters of the ialuka of the same name in 
Dharwar District, Bombay, situated in 15“ 42' N. and 75® 44' E., 55 
miles north-east of DhSrwar town. Population (1901), 7,298. Ron 
has seven black stone temples, in one of which is an inscription dated 
1 r8o. The town contains two schools, one of which is for girls. 

Roorkee Tahsil. — Eastern taksil of Saharanpur District, United 
Provinces, lying between 29° 38' and 30® 8' N. and 77® 43' and ' 
78® 12^ E., with an area of 796 square miles. It is bounded on the 
north by the Siwaiiks, on the east by the Ganges, and on the south 
by Muzaffarnagar District. It comprises the parganas of Roorkee, 
Jwalapur, Manglaur, and Bhagwanpur. The population fell from 
290,498 in 1891 to 286,903 in 1901. There are 426 villages and 
six towns, Haudwar Union (population, 25,597), Roorkee (17,197), 
the iahsll head-quarters, and Manglaur (10,763) being the largest. 
In 1903-4 the demand for land revenue was Rs. 3,86,000, and for 
cesses Rs. 62,000. In the same year the area under cultivation was 
369 square miles, of which 38 were irrigated. Besides the forests on 
the slopes and at the foot of the Shvaliks, the iahsll contains 20 square 
miles of grazing reserve south of Roorkee, known as the Pathrl forest, 
and a large area of low-lying land in the Ganges khadar. The head- 
works of the Upper Ganges Canal are near Hardwar, but the area 
irrigated in this iahsll is small. The average rainfall is about 43 inches, 
being the highest in the District. Successful drainage operations have 
been carried out near Pathri. The iahsll forms a regular subdivision 
of the District, with a Civilian Joint-Magistrate and a Deputy-Collector 
recruited in India, who reside at Roorkee. 

Roorkee Town (Rurkl). — Head-quarters of the iahsll of the same 
name, and cantonment, in Saharanpur District, United Provinces, 
situated in 29" 51' N. and 77® 53' E., on the main line of the Oudh 
and Rohilkhand Railway, and connected by road with Saharanpur and 
Hardwar. The Upper Ganges Canal passes between the native town 
and the cantonment. Population (1901), 17,197, including 9,256 
Hindus and 6,197 Muhammadans. 

Roorkee was the head-quarters of a mahal or patgaua mentioned 
in the Ain-i-Akbarl \ but about 1840, when the Ganges Canal works 
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commenced, it was a mere mud-built village on the banks of the Solani. 
It is now a fair-sized town, with broad metalled roadways meeting at 
right angles, and lined with excellent shops. It is also provided with 
good saucer drains, which arc flushed with water pumped from the canal. 
A short distance above the town the Ganges Canal is carried over the 
wide bed of the Solani by a magnificent brick aqueduct. Roorkec 
first became important as the head-quarters of the canal workshops and 
iron foundry, which were established in 1845-6, and extended and 
improved in 1850. For thirty years the workshops were conducted 
rather on the footing of a private business than as a Government 
concern. In t886 they were brought under the ordinary rules for 
Government manufacturing departments. The annual out-turn is 
valued at about 2 to 3 lakhs, and 80 workmen were employed 
in 1903. Roorkec is the head-quarters of tlic Bengal Sappers and 
Miners, who have large workshops, employing 135 men in 1903. The 
most important institution is, however, the Thomason Engineering 
College, called after its founder, who was Lieutenant-Governor from 
1843 to 1853. This institution had its origin in a class started in 1S45 
to train native youths in engineering, to assist in the important public 
works then beginning. The decision arrived at in 1S47 to carry out 
the Ganges Canal project increased the necessity for a ivcll-lraincd staff 
of engineers, and the college was opened in 1848. In 1851 there 
were 50 students, and 42 had entered the service. Up to 1875 each 
student received a stipend j but from that year the number of scholar- 
ships and the number of guaranteed appointments were limited, though 
education remained practically free. Since 1896 all students except 
soldiers and industrial apprentices have paid fees, but the applications 
for admission far exceed the accommodation. In the same year the 
methods of instruction ivcrc greatly developed, and the college was 
practically rebuilt. There arc now chemical, physical, electrical, and 
mechanical laboratories, and technical tvorkshops fitted with the latest 
tools and raachiner}'. The press is supplied with pow’cr machines, and 
turns out all varieties of work besides ordinary printing. There are also 
mechanical and industrial classes. The total number of students in 
1903-4 was 369; and in 1903 the press employed 125 workmen, and 
the workshops 52, besides 77 .students. Roorkec is also the head- 
quarters of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel and of the 
American Methodist Missions in this District. The Joint- Magistrate 
and the Deputy-Collector posted to the subdivision, and an Executive 
Engineer of the Upper Ganges Canal, reside here. 

The municipality w'as created in 1868. The income and expenditure 
from 1892 to 1901 averaged Rs. 17,000 and Rs. 16,000. In 1903-4 
the income was Rs. 27,000, chiefly from octroi (Rs. 16,000) \ and the 
expenditure was Rs. 28,000. 
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Besides the Bengal Sappers and Miners, two heavy batteries of 
artillery are ordinarily stationed here. The cantonment income and 
expenditure arc about Rs, 6,000 annually, and the population of the 
cantonment in 1901 was 2,951. 

Rosera.— Town in Darbhanga District, Bengal. Set Rusera, 

Roshnabad, — Estate in Tippera District, Eastern Bengal and 
Assam. See ChaKLa Rosiinauad. 

Rotas. — Place of archaeological interest in Jhelum District, Punjab. 
See Roiitas. 

Ruby Mines District. — District in the Mandalay Division of 
Upper Burma, lying between 22® 42' and 24® 1' N. and 95® 58" and 96® 
43' E.) with an area of 1,914* square miles. The Shan State of :M6ng- 
mit (Momeik) lies to the east, and is for the present administered as 
a subdivision of the District. The combined area is bounded on the 
north by Kathii .and Bhamo Districts ; on the east by the North 
Hsenwi State; on the south by the Tiiwngpcng and HsJpaw States 
and Mandaliiy District ; and on the west by Shwebo and Katba Dis- 
tricts. With the exception of a thin strip of land about 20 miles long 
by 2 miles wide, half-way down its western border, the whole area lies 
Physical Irraw.iddy. The District proper consists 

aspects. of tracts, essentially different in configuration: 

a long plain running north and south bordering the 
river and extending back some dozen miles from its banks; and in 
the south a mass of rugged mountains, stretching eastwards from the 
level, in the centre of which lies the Mogok plateau. North of this 
mass the ground rises rapidly from the plains to a ridge bordering 
the District proper on the east and separating it from the basin of the 
Shweli, in which the whole of the Mdngmit State is comprised. The 
highest peak in the District is Tauiigaie, 7 miles north-west of Mogok 
and 7,555 feet above the sea; and elsewhere are several imposing hills, 
conspicuous among them being the Shweudaung (6,231 feet), a little 
to the west of the first-named eminence. The Irrawaddy washes nearly 
the whole of the western border of the District from north to south, the 
uppci part of its course being wide and dotted with islands, while 
the lower part, known as the first defile, lies confined between sleep 
rocky banks which give a succession of picturesque views to the 
traveller on the river. The watercourses running across the plains into 
the Irrawaddy arc for the most part sliort and of little importance. 
After the Irrawaddy the river most worthy of note is the Shweli (or 
Nam Mao), a considerable strejiin, whidi enters the MBngmit State 
from China near the important trade centre of Nanihkam, and runs in 
a rocky defile in a south-westerly direction through Mongmit as far as 
the village of Myilson. Here it abruptly takes a northerly course till 
* ‘ Excluding Mongmit Stale. 
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it is close to the northern boundarj’ of the District, when it bends 
sharply south-west again to meet the Irrawaddy a few miles above 
Tigyaing in Katha District. The valley below Myilson is wide and to 
a certain extent cultivated, in marked contra.st to the country on the 
upper course. At Myitson the Shwcli is joined on the left by a stream 
formed by the junction of the Kin, which rises near Shwenyaungbin in 
the Mogok subdivision, and the Nam Mit (Meik), watering the valley 
in which the capital of the Mbngmit State is situated. Another stream 
deserving of mention is the Moybe or Nam Pe, which rises in the 
Tawngpeng State, and, after skirling the southern boundary of Mfing- 
mit and of the District proper, turns south to separate the H.slpaw 
State from Mandalay District, finishing its course as the Madaya 
chaung. , 

The whole of the Ruby Mines District is occuiiied by crystalline 
rocks, mainly gneisses, and pyroxene gninulites, traversed by grains of 
tourmaline-bearing granite. Between Thabcikkyin and Mogok bands 
of crystalline limestone are interbedded with the gneiss, and from these 
the rubies of the District arc derived. The stones were formerly 
obtained from the limestone itself, but the principal sources now are 
the clays and other debris filling up fissures and caves in the limestone 
and the alluvial gravels and clays of the valleys of Mogok and 
Kyatpyin. Besides rubies, sapphires and spinels with tourmaline arc 
found in the alluvium. Graphite occurs in small flakes disseminated 
through the limestone, and in a few localities is concentrated in 
pockets of considerable size along the junction of the limestones with 
the gneiss. 

The vegetation is much the same as is described in the article on 
the Northern Shan States. In the evergreen tracts it is very 
luxuriant. 

Tigers and leopards are common and are very destructive to cattle. 
Bears, hog, bison, samhar, and gyi (barking-deer) arc all numerous. 
Elephants arc found in placc.s, especially in Mbngmit territory, and 
here and there rhinoceros have been met with. 

The Mogok plateau is situated at a high altitude and pos.sesses 
a temperate climate well suited to Europeans, the maximum and 
minimum temperatures at Mogok averaging 70" and 37® in December 
and 80® and 59® in May. Bernardmyo, a small station 10 miles to the 
north-west of Mogok, and somewhat higher, enjoys a climate colder 
and more bracing. It used to be a military sanitarium, but the troops 
have now been withdrawn from it. The climate of the river-side town- 
ships resembles that of Mandalay, but the country farther from the 
river at the foot of the hills is very malarious. The Mbngmit valley, 
too, is unhealthy, but, unlike that of Mogok, is excessively hot. The 
rainfall varies considerably in the diflerent subdirisions. During the 
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three years ending 1903 it averaged 44 inches at Thabeikkjin, 43 
inches at Mongmit, and 98 inches at Mogok. 

The Ruby hlincs District was constituted in 1886 on the annexation 
of Upper Burma, but was practically left to itself, so far as any attempt 
Histo formal administration was concerned, until the end 

of the year, when a column under General Stewart 
marched up to hlogok. Some opposition was encountered in the 
neighbourhood of Taungme, but it was slight and easily overcome, and 
the new District remained quiet for about two years after its first 
occupation. Then troubles fell on it from outside, the result of the 
vigorous operations in the neighbouring plains, which drove tlie insur- 
gents into the hills. Towards the end of the two years it was reported 
that the capital of Mongmit was being threatened by a large gathering 
under Saw Yan Naing, a rebel leader who had established his liead- 
quarters at Manpon, a village situated three days' march north-east 
of Mongmit. As a result of these reports a small detachment of troops 
was posted at Miingmit j and after an unfortunate encounter in which, 
owing to insufficient information, a handful of troops suflered a reverse, 
a considerable body of dacoits which had advanced on MOngmit was 
attacked and severely defeated. I'he disturbances naturally affected 
the rest of the District. Twinngc, an important village of 300 houses 
on the bank of the Irrawaddy, was taken and burnt by a band under 
one Nga Maung. Another man of the same name and other minor 
dacoits from the same part threatened the District, and a feeling 
of insecurity prevailed. On the Tnwngpcng border also Nga Zeya, 
a noted desperado, who had been driven out of Ufandalay, was- reported 
to have a considerable following. D.acoitics were numerous, and the 
main road from Mogok to Thabcikkyin became very unsafe, especially 
during the rains, when it was haunted by the two Nga Maungs and 
other outlaws. The military garrison was therefore strengthened ; an 
attack was made on Manpon and .Saw Yan Naing’s gathering was dis- 
persed ; at the same time steps were taken to strike at the root of the 
evil by improving the administnition of the neighbouring States of 
MOnglong and Tawigpeng, and Gurkha troops wore substituted for 
the existing garrison. The net result of all these measures was that 
the disturbances were reduced to sporadic dacoities of a petty nature, 
chiefly committed on traders on the road between Mogok and Tha- 
beikkyin, and these were finally checked by the maintenance of patrols 
on the road and the establishment of military police posts in the more 
important wayside villages. The District is now perfectly quiet. 

The oldest pagoda of which anything is known in the neighbourhood 
of Mogok is the Shwekug>'i, built in Dhammathawka Min’s time. It' 
is said to have been erected on the precise spot where the elephant 
which brought some bones and hair and a tooth of Gautama from 
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India knelt down with its precious burden. At Kyatpyin there is 
a pagoda on the summit of a hill known as Pingutaung, remarkable 
chiefly for the amount of labour that must have been involved in the 
carriage of the materials to such a height. Tagaung, a village on 
the. Irrawaddy in the west of the District, is the site of the earliest 
of the known capitals of Burma. Traces of the old city walls are still 
to be seenj and among the ruins of the pagodas tena-cotta tablets 
of considerable antiquity, known generally as Tagaung bricks, have 
been found in the past. Of the Tagaung pagodas, the four of most 
note are the Shwezigon, the Shwezcdi, the Shwebontha, and the 
Shwegugyi. The most frequented shrine in the District is the Shwe- 
myindin near Mdngmit, which is the scene of a large gathering of 
many nationalities at the full moon of Tabaung (March) in every year. 

The population of the District, excluding the Mongmit State, was 
34,062 in iSgr and 42,986 in 1901, while that of the . . 

Mongmit Slate in the latter year was 44,708. The 
distribution of the population of the combined areas in 190 r is set forth 
below ; — 


Townchip. 

Areainsqnare 

miles. 

Number of 

Popalation. 

Population per 
square mile. 

Percentage of 
variation in 
population be- 
tween 1891 
and igoi. 

Number of 
persons able to 
read and 
write. 

Towns, 

1 

> 

Mogok 

610 

t 

112 

24,590 

40 j 

! + 

.',,462 

Thnbcikkyin 

688 

• •• 

74 

9,787 

»4 

+ 20 

3 ,2 o6 

Tagaung . 

616 



8,609 

14 1 

1 + 21 

M 4 ' 

Mongmit . 

2 , 8 o 3 

• • • 

236 

22,581 

8 1 

1 ... 

3 , 29 > 

Kodaung . 

760 

• •• 

ilOit 

22,127 

29 ] 

• • » 

LSS 

District total l 

5,476 

I 

796 

87,694 

16 

• •• 1 

1 



Mogok is the only urban area of any size. There has been con- 
siderable immigration from the Shan States, and to a less extent from 
the adjoining Districts of Mandalay and Shwebo. Buddhism is the 
religion of 79 per cent, of the population and Animism that of most of 
the remainder. Less than half the people speak Burmese and Shan. 
Kachin and Palaung are both strongly represented. 

Burmans numbered 35,200 in 1901. They form almost the entire 
population of the river-side (Thabeikkyin and Tagaung) townships, and 
about one-third of that of the Mogok township. There are 10,400 
Burmese-speakers, that is Burmans and mixed Burmans and Shans, in 
the Mongmit State, where they inhabit the larger villages in the valleys 
of the Shweli and its tributaries. Shans numbered 16,800 in 1901, 
being widely distributed over the Mogok township and the entire 
Mdngmit State except in the Kodaung tmet, where they have to a large 
extent been ousted by Kachins. The Palaungs numbered 16,400. 
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They share the Kodaung to^Tiship with the Kachins, and are found in 
considerable numbers in the Mongmit and Mogok townships. The 
Kachws, numbering 13,300, form half the population of the Kodaung 
tract, and have spread into the Mongmit township. There were 2,800 
natives of India in 1901 (of whom only 370 resided in the Mdngmit 
State). About one-fourth are Musalmans and the rest Hindus, and 
two-thirds of the total reside in Mogok and its suburbs. The Census 
of 1901 showed that 50,900 persons, or 58 per cent, of the total popula- 
tion, were directly dependent upon agriculture, a low proportion for 
Burma. Excluding the Mogok township, the percentage becomes 72 
as compared with the Pro\'incial average of 66. Of the agricultural 
population, 28,700 persons were returned as dependent upon taun^'a 
(shifting) cultivation. About ro per cent, of the total were dependent 
upon industries connected with precious stones. No Christian missions 
arc maintained. 

Owing to the hilly nature of the District the area of faittigya cultiva- 
tion is proportionately large, but rice is also grown on the low-lying 
. levels. The soil in the valleys is usually rich and 

et cu urc. rainfall is everj’whcrc sufficient, eked out with the 
help of some small irrigation works, for the needs of the crops. Rice 
in the plains is as a rule first raised in nurseries, but the myt/i (hot- 
season) crop is sown broadcast in the tanks as they dry up. Both the 
plough (*) and the harrow (/loi) arc employed, and for ploughing 
purposes the buffalo is in most general use. The advantages of 
manure are not fully understood (except by the Chinese gardeners near 
Mogok), though the stubble is burnt for fertilizing purposes on the 
fields. An experimental orchard was started some little time ago at 
Bemardmyo, but was destroyed by fire before any good result had 
been attained. The garden was finally given up when it was proved 
that the rains broke before the fruit could ripen. 

The cultivated area of the District is very small. The main agricul- 
tural statistics for 1903-4 are shown in the following table, in square 
miles ; — 


TawnUiip. 

Total area. 

CnUivateii. 

Irrigated. 

Forerts, 

Mogok . 

6 tO 


3 



Thabeikkyin . 

6 S 8 





Tngaung . 

O 16 

3 



- 5.399 

Mbncmit . 

2,802 





Kotiating . 

760 

... 

... 



Total 

3.476 ' 1 .S 

4 

.3.399 


Rice is the staple crop, the great bulk of the out-turn being har^’ested 
during the cold season. Mayin rice is grown chiefly in Mongmit and 
•Thabeikkyin. The ‘wet' rice land in the District proper in 1903-4 
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comprised about 7,000 acres. A very small area (400 acres) is under 
sesamum, and a still smaller area under maize. All kinds of vege- 
tables are extensively grown ; and, in particular, the Lisaw colony near 
Bernardmyo cultivates potatoes, which do very well on the higher 
lands. 

Experiments have lately been made in coffee-growing on the Mogok 
hills. The soil is said to be suitable, but the industry is impossible at 
present owing to the high rates that have to be paid for labour. The 
jungles in the valleys are being gradually cleared, and cultivation is 
slowly extending over the face of the country; but the husbandmen 
are lamentably conservative and no improvements in the quality of 
seed can be recorded. Experiments were made at one time with 
Havana tobacco, but they ended in complete failure owing to the 
inclement weather. A similar venture was recently started with Virginia 
tobacco seed. No advances have been made under the Land Improve- 
ment Loans Act, but advantage is taken of the Agriculturists’ Loans 
Act, a sum of more than Rs. 20,000 having been advanced under it 
during the four years ending 1903-4. The loans are utilized chiefly 
for the purchase of buffaloes for ploughing. 

Little attention is paid to the breeding of live-stock, and nature is 
allowed free play. The ponies are as a rule under-sized, good beasts 
being hard to get. A little attention paid to breeding would be of 
great advantage and help to rescue this useful type of animal from 
further deterioration, if not from total extinction. There are no recog- 
nized grazing grounds, except those reserved by the Forest department, 
but uncultivated land and jungle are abundant. 

The District contains no Government irrigation works, but nearly 
2,300 acres of land are irrigated. The fisheries are confined to the 
Thabeikkyin subdivision. The number of recognized fishing areas is 
16, and these are divided between the Tagaung and 'lhabeikkyin 
townships, ii belonging to the former and 5 to the latter. The 
most important is the Ywahmwe fishery, which brought in Rs. 4>Soo in 
1903-4. The total revenue from this source is about Rs. 20,000. 

The forests are greatly affected and modified by the physical 
geography, which must be briefly described to explain the character 
of its vegetation. The dry tract of Burma extends p(,„sts. 
from Shwebo into the Ruby Mines District in a band 
of about 10 to 12 miles broad from Thabeikkyin and Tagaung. This 
arid stretch is bounded by laterite hills, which in their turn give place 
to the high range of the Irrawaddy-Shweli watershed, with a large spur 
running eashvards to Mogok, and boasting of peaks of 6,000 feet and 
higher. On the eastern side of this watershed the ground slopes geritly 
to an elevated plateau of laterite drained by sandy streams, which 
usually disappear into plains of grass as the Shweli is approached. On 
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the farther side of that stream, i. e. on its east bank, perennial streams 
drain a hilly country of metamorphic rocks. 

On the dry tract the vegetation partakes of the scrub-like character 
of the forest of the dry zone, the only bamboo being the myin {Dendro- 
calamus stricius), while the trees, except near the river and jhih^ are 
for the most part stunted cutch {Acacia Caiechu). This is the only 
tree of any economic value. It grows sparsely now, but must have 
been plentiful in the past. Wherever the dry plain land rises up to 
meet the laterite hills there are stretches of indaing^ or forests in which 
the in {DipUmarpus tuberculatus) is the predominant tree. Where 
the laterite is modified with clay the forest is mixed with bamboo 
{D. stricius), and the characteristic tree is the than {Terminalia 
Oliveri). As the watershed of the Irrawaddy is reached, the laterite 
gives way to metamorphic rocks, and the forest changes to the mixed 
deciduous type. This consists of teak, pyingado, and deciduous trees 
mixed with bamboos. As the elevation rises, the high evergreen forest 
of Burma is encountered, with various species of oaks and chestnuts, 
eugenias, Dipterocarpus laeois, and Fid forming the upper stratum, 
below which are found palms, screw-pines, canes, and bamboos, while 
the lowest stratum is composed of shrubs and ferns making a dense 
mass of vegetation. As the elevation increases to 6,000 feet, wild tea 
{Camellia thelfera) and cinnamon are found, while on the topmost 
levels there is no vegetation except short grass which forms open 
plains, while the ridges are covered with pines {Finus Khasya), This 
is the natural sequence where not modified by the action of man ; 
where, however, taungya-cutting has been prevalent, the evergreen 
forests turn into huge savannahs of coarse grass, 8 to ro feet high in 
the rains, which are burnt annually in the hot season. On the laterite 
hills and plateaux to the east of the Irrawaddy-Shweli watershed, the 
forests consist of pure indaing jungle, which in Mongmit covers about 
1,800 square miles. On the banks of the streams, where the soil is 
good alluvial loam, pure teak forests of fine quality are met with, or 
padauk mixed with bamboo. West of the Shweli the ordinar)' 
deciduous mixed forests of Burma are the rule, till, as the elevation 
increases, they are displaced by evergreen vegetation. 

Owing to the extent of the natural teak forests, very little systematic 
planting has been undertaken, a small taungya of 25 acres being the 
only area under plantations in the District. An attempt is being made 
to reafforest the grass savannahs caused by /atf«^3'«-cutting in the hills, 
by putting down pine seedlings. About 30 acres were so treated; but 
the pines were burnt and destroyed the first year, while in the second 
year the growth, though protected, was poor. In 1903-4 the area of 
the Forest division was 5,399 square miles, of which 994 square miles 
were composed of ‘reserved’ and 4,405 of unclassed forests. The 
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receipts of the Forest department in 1903-4 amounted to nearly 
4| lakhs. 

The main industry is the extraction of rubies, sapphires, and spinels, 
all three of which are found together in the same gravel-beds. The 
Burma Ruby Mines Company, Limited, works on 
a large scale at Mogok and elsewhere with modern Minerals, 
machinery under a special licence; and a large but fluctuating num- 
ber of natives take out ordinary licences, which do not permit the use 
of machinery. The company’s workings take the form of large open 
excavations. At present these vary from 20 to 50 feet in depth and 
are kept dry by powerful pumps; the ruby earth (locally known as 
byoii) is loaded by coolies into trucks and hauled up inclines to the 
washing machines, which are merely rotary cylinders discharging into 
large pans, where by the action of water and revolving teeth the mud 
is separated from the gravel. The latter is then treated in pulsating 
machines which still further reduce the bulk, and finally the residue is 
picked over by hand. For the year ending 1904 the following was the 
result of the company’s operations : rubies, 199,238 carats, valued at 
13 lakhs; sapphires, 11,955 carats, valued at Rs. 8,700; and spinels, 
16,020 carats, valued at Rs. 26,300. Of this total, stones worth 8-8 
lakhs were sent to London for disposal there, and 4*5 lakhs’ worth 
was sold locally. 

The staff in 1904 consisted of the following; 44 Europeans and 
Eurasians, earning from Rs. 150 to Rs. 600 a month each; 254 Bur- 
mans, at R. 1 each a day ; 1,073 Chinese, Shans, and Maingthas, at 
R. 1 a day; and 248 natives of India, at from Rs. 20 to Rs. 100 
a month, making a total of 1,619 hands. The company derives its 
power from an electric installation driven by water, ivhich generates 
about 450 horse-power. During the dry season, steam is used to 
a limited extent, the fuel being cut locally. 

The number of native miners varies very much, but the average for 
nine years ending 1904 was 1,220, paying to the company Rs. 60 a 
month per set of three men working each mine, It is quite impossible 
to estimate their gain ; but, as the working expenses are at least Rs. 20 
a month in addition to the sura paid to the company, the industry 
must produce Rs. 32,500 a month before any profit is made. The 
four methods of native mining adopted are known as hmyano or hill-side 
workings, hi or cave workings, twinlon or pit workings, and sc or 
damming a stream and diving for the gravel behind the dam or weir. 
Most of the produce is sold locally, though fine stones frequently go 
direct to London. In addition to the mining described above, women are 
allowed to wash with small baskets in all perennial streams licence free. 
Their individual e,arnings arc prob.ably not often more than a few^ annas 
a day, but occasionally they pick up a valuable stone, and on the whole 
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their takings must be not inconsiderable. They sell their finds, usually 
at the end of each day’s ^\'ork, to small ruby pedlars. 

Tourmaline occurs in the District, and is mined on an insignificant 
scale near Nyaungdauk, on the road to Mbnglong, and at Mdngmit. 
The Burma Ruby Mines Company did a little work a few years ago on 
an outcrop of gold-bearing quartz about $ miles from Thabeikkyin ; but 
the assays were not encouraging, and the place was abandoned. Plum- 
bago is found on the surface at many places, notably near Wapyudaung, 
The company sank several shafts at Onzon, but the vein ended and 
further mining was discontinued. Various other persons have from 
time to time obtained prospecting licences and started a certain amount 
of work, but the results seem in all cases to have been unsatisfactory. 
Mica is distributed over apparently the whole District, but does not 
appear to be present in p&ying quantities. Limestone exists every- 
where, but is burnt only where it is wanted for pagodas and brick 
buildings, and in Mogok by the Ruby Mines Company for their 
foundations, &c. 

The only local industry that has attained to any dimensions is raining 
for and trading in precious stones. A certain amount of stone-cutting, 
polishmg, and setting is carried on in Mogok town. 

comiraiSions. however, primitive; and most of the 

stones are sold in the rough, the best being sent to 
London and Paris, while the inferior qualities go to Mandalay, Calcutta, 
Bombay, and Madras. On the Shweli and Irrawaddy rivers the 
principal non-agricultural occupations are fishing, bamboo-cutting, and 
timber-trading. Rafts of bamboos, teak, and other kinds of timber are 
made up on the banks and floated down to Mandalay. Maingthas 
come into the District in large numbers every year for the dry season, 
chiefly from the Shan-Chinese States of Mongla, Mongda, and Mengtat. 
They are the iron-workers of the District and are welcome visitors, for, 
besides being the most expert blacksmiths in an otherwise non-indus- 
trial community, they are esteemed the best working coolies in Burma. 

Trade conditions vaiy in the different parts, -but as a general rule the 
people depend on the outside world for most articles of consumption. 
Rice, sufficient for the requirements of the District outside the Mogok 
township, is groivn within its limits in the Thabeikkyin and Mongmit 
subdivisions, but is also imported from the Shan States of Tawngpeng 
and Mbnglong for Mogok and its environs. Other articles of import 
are opium brought from China via Lashio and Mbnglong, pickled tea 
from Tawngpeng and Hsipaw, cotton goods and articles of clothing. 
Weaving is carried on only in outlying villages, and the out-turn of the 
looms is intended solely for home consumption, ivhile in the larger 
towns and villages foreign piece-goods are preferred as being both of 
better quality and cheaper than the local product. The same is true of 
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articles of hardware. In return for these imports Mogok offers precious 
stones, and Mongmit and Thabeikkyin rice, timber, and fish. The 
chief centre of trade is Mogok ; and in the bazar, which is held every 
fifth 'day, there are to be seen representatives of a large and varied 
number of nationalities. 

The main trade routes to Mogok are the Thabeikkyin cart-road, over 
Avhich all goods from India and Europe travel ; the MOnglong road, 
which unites Mogok with HsTpaw and connects with the Lashio railway; 
and the Mongmit road over which the rice from Mbngmit and Tawng- 
peng enters Mogok. Generally it may be said that trade is in the 
hands of the Chinese and Indian merchants, the Burmans and Shans 
confining themselves to trading in rice and precious stones. The chief 
means of transport arc the mule and pack-bullock, the Chinese wooden 
saddle being used. A good deal of tran-sport is done by pakottdam — 
men carrying a bamboo pole on their shoulders, from each end of 
which hangs a pack. The time for the.se hucksters is the rainy season, 
Avhen the hill roads become verj’ tr}'ing for animal transport. 

There are no railways in the District. The most important road is 
that from Thabeikkyin to Mogok (6i miles), metalled throughout. 
This highway and the partially metalled mule-track from Mogok to 
Konwet, half-way to Mongmit, are maintained from Provincial funds. 
The District fund is re.sponsiblc for the upkeep of two partly metalled 
roads from Mogok, one to MSnglong (ty miles), metalled for a portion 
of its length, and one to Bemardmyo (io| miles) ; also of two un- 
metalled cart-roads, one from Tuinngc to Thitkwebin (ra miles), and 
one from AVapyudaung to Chaunggyi {13 miles) ; and of three short 
cuts on the Mogok-Thabeikkyin road. The Mongmit State maintains 
an unmetalled cart-road from Thitkwebin to M6ngmit (35^- miles), 
a continuation of the road from Twinngc, and mule-tracks from MQng- 
mit to Konwet (10 miles), and from Mongmit to Namhkam through 
Molo. The Irrawaddy is navigable by the largest river steamers at all 
seasons of the year, and the Irrawaddy Flotilla boats betAveen Manda- 
lay and Bhamo touch at Thabeikkyin lAA-ice weekly up and down. In 
addition, a steamer plies tAvice a Aveek betAveen Mandalay and Thabeik- 
kyin. The SliAveli is navigable by river boats up to the cataracts by 
Avhich the rit'er descends from Namhkam to Molo, and is noAA'here 
fordable. 

The District proper is divided into two subdivisions : the subdivision 
and toAvnship of Mogok, and the Thabeikkyin subdivision, composed 

of the Thauf.ikkyin and Tag.aung tOAA’aships. The ... 

. 1 . • j -1 Admimstration. 

Mongmit State, aa'IiicIi is administered temporarily 

as a third subdivision of the District, is divided into the Mongmit 

(Momeik) and Kodaung townships. The subdivisions are in charge 

of the executive officers, as also is the Tagaung lOAvnship, but the toAvn- 
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ships of Thabeikkyin and Mogok are directly under the subdivisional 
officers concerned. The Kodaung township is administered by a civil 
officer, generally a member of the Provincial Service, who is under the 
direct control of the Deputy-Commissioner, and exercises certain powers 
under the Kachin Hill Tribes Regulation, 1895. The District forms 
a subdivision of the hfandalay Public Works division (which includes 
the greater part of Mandalay District), and is nearly conterminous with 
the Ruby Mines Forest division. There are 261 village headmen, of 
whom 1 1 arc subordinate headmen, receiving no commission. A num- 
ber of them exercise special civil and criminal poweis. 

The civil courts are presided over by the executive officers, the 
treasury officer at Mogok acting as additional judge of the Mogok 
township court. As the District is situated on the borders of China 
and the Shan States, and peopled to a large extent by non-Burmans, 
a large traffic in smuggled opium is carried on, and offences against the 
Opium Act arc consequently common. Similarly, breaches of the Upper 
Burma Ruby Regulation, a special local law applicable to the stone 
tract, are numerous. 

The District is made up of various old Burmese jurisdictions, where 
in former days a variety of revenue methods were in force. What is 
now the Mogok subdivision consisted of three administrative areas 
known as sos^ which sometimes were independent jurisdictions, each 
under its own sothuQ'i, and sometimes formed the combined charge of 
a Burmese official known as the llwnsmun. This area was treated 
practically as a royal demesne, and was to all intents and purposes 
farmed out to the wun. The rent, which in theory was fixed but in 
practice was fluctuating, was paid in kind ; and to obtain the requisite 
supply of precious stones the vnin levied a stone cess or fyauMaing 
on those who mined and traded in rubies, and a mindaing or royal cess 
on those who did not. The kyaukdaing was paid in rubies ; and the 
stones, duly diminished by what the wim thought might with safety be 
appropriated, were remitted to the court at Mandalay. The mbidahig 
was designed to stimulate the production of stones ; it was collected 
in cash, and was employed in making advances to the miners and in 
paying the wutfs subordinates. There was no land fax in the District 
under Burmese rule, though a nominal assessment of one-third of the 
gross produce on rice land in the Mogok valley was used to gauge the 
capacity of the cultivators to pay the viindaing. After the annexation 
of Upper Burma thathameda ^vas at first the only impost, and land 
revenue was not assessed till after it bad become difficult to prove that 
the land (which in reality was nearly all state) had not in part been 
acquired by private individuals. 

Revenue rates have varied since land revenue was first demanded. 
At present state land in the Mogok subdivision pays 15 per cent., and 
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non-state land lo per cent., of its gross out-turn, and Rs. 2-8 per 
household is paid on tanngya cultivation. The same rates prevail in 
the Thabeikkyin subdivision, as well as in Mdngmit (where in king 
Mindon’s time land revenue was assessed at per cent, of the gross 
out-turn on all lands) j but in Mbngmit a sort of permanent settlement 
called yaza has been effected in the neighbourhood of the head-quarters, 
under which the cultivators pay a fixed sum on each plot of land, 
irrespective of the out-turn. The District has not yet been cadastrally 
surveyed or settled. The Ruby Mines Company pays an annual rent 
of 2 lakhs of rupees, plus 30 per cent, of the excess whereby the fees 
received from holders of ordinary licences exceed 2 lakhs, and 30 
» per cent, on the net profits of the company. In 1903-4 the receipts 
of the Government from the company amounted to Rs. 2,11,500. 
The total collections of ihathameia (at Rs. 10 per household) amounted 
in 1903-4 to Rs. 7,300, those of land revenue lo Rs. 17,000, and 
those of fishery revenue to Rs. 24,000, the aggregate revenue from all 
sources for the District proper (excluding MSngmit) being Rs. 3,90,000. 

The District fund had in 1903-4 an income of Rs. 49,300, the 
chief item of expenditure being public works (Rs. 34,800). No muni- 
cipalities have been constituted. 

The District Superintendent is the immediate head of the civil police. 
An Assistant Superintendent is in charge of the police in the Mdngmit 
State. The sanctioned strength of the force is 3 inspectors, 5 head 
constables, 9 sergeants, and 173 constables. Two Kachin sergeants 
and 5 constables arc also .sanctioned for the Kodaung tract, and are 
directly under the civil officer, Kodaung. They form no part of the 
regular District police force. There arc six police stations in the Dis- 
trict proper, and three in the Mongmit State. The Ruby Mines Com- 
pany has three inspectors in its employ invested with police powers, 
whose duty it is to apprehend and prosecute persons engaged in illicit 
mining, or otherwise contravening the provisions of the Ruby Regula- 
tion. The Ruby Mines military police battalion has its head-quarters 
at Mogok. It is under a commandant and an assistant commandant, 
and consists of 24 native officers, 79 non-commissioned officers, and 
801 men, stationed at the several township head-quarters, and on the 
main road from Mogok lo the Irrawaddy. 

A jail is under construction at Mogok. At present convicted 
prisoners are kept in the lock-up at that station, and, if sentenced to 
more than two months’ imprisonment, are sent under military police 
escort to Mandalay. The lock-up has accommodation for about 40 
prisoners. 

Education is in a decidedly backward state. There are no Govern- 
ment schools, and none of the private institutions is at all advanced. 
In 1901 the proportion of persons returned as able to read and write 



338 


liUBY MINES DISTRICT 


was 25*9 per cent. (40 males and 4*7 females), but the standard of lite- 
racy must have been very low. In the Mdngmit State (with a large 
non-Buddhist population) the corresponding figure was only 7*7 per 
cent. In 1904 the District contained 24 primary (public) and 107 
elementary (private) schools, with a roll of i,4®9 pupils (including 
400 girls), as compared with 1,273 igor. In 1903-4 the expenditure 
on education was Rs. 1,600, met wholly from Government 
The only hospital is at Mogok, which has accommodation for 36 in- 
patients. In 1903 the number of cases treated was 13,863, including 
494 in-patients, and 206 operations were performed. The income was 
made up of Rs. 4,000 from Provincial funds and Rs. 600 from subscrip- 
tions. Another hospital is about to be built at Thabeikkyin. 

Vaccination is nowhere compulsory within the limits of the District 
In 1903-4 the number of persons successfully vaccinated was 2,451, 
representing 28 per 1,000 of population. 

Rudarpur. — Town in the Hata iahsV of Gorakhpur District, 
United Provinces, situated in 26® 45' N. and 83° 33' E., 27 miles south- 
east of Gorakhpur citj'. Population (1901), 8,860. Near the town are 
some ancient remains, and an old name of the place is said to have 
been Hansakshetra. The ruins cover a large area, but have not been 
regularly excavated. A celebrated temple of Dudhnath is also situ- 
ated close by. Rfidarpur is administered under Act XX of 1856, with 
an income of about Rs. 1,100. The diversion of commerce to the 
railway has injured its trade; but grain is exported and saltpetre is 
manufactured. The town contains a dispensary, and a school with 
139 pupils. 

Rudaull. — Town in the Ramsanebighat of Bara Bank! Dis- 
trict, United Provinces, situated in 26° 45' N. and 8r° 45' E., on the 
Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway and close to the Lucknow-Fyzabad 
road. Population (rgor), 11,708. The foundation of the town is 
ascribed to a Bhar chief, named Rudra Mai. It contains the shrines 
of bvo noted Muhammadan saints : Shah Ahmad, who was entombed 
alive for six months ; and Zohra Bibi, who recovered her sight miracu- 
lously by a visit to the shrine of Saiyid Salar at Bahraich. Large fairs 
are held at each of these. Rudauli is administered under Act XX 
of 1856, with an income of about Rs. 3,200. There is a flourish- 
ing trade in grain, and cotton cloth is manufactured. The town 
contains a dispensary, and a school with 106 pupils. 

Rudraprayag. — ^Temple in Garhwal District, United Provinces, 
situated in 30° 18' and 79® N., at the confluence of the MandakinI and 
Alaknanda, 2,300 feet above sea-level. It is one of the five sacred 
confluences {praya^ in the upper course of the Ganges head-waters, 
and is visited by pilgrims on their way to Kedarnath. 

Rumpa.— Hill tract in Godai-ari District, Madras. See Rampa. 
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Rungamati. — Outpost of the Mughals in Goalpara District, East- 
ern Bengal and Assam. See Rangamati. 

Rtingpore. — District, subdivision, and town in Eastern Bengal and 
Assam. Su Rangpur. 

Rupal.— Petty State in MahT Kantiia, Bombay. 

Rupar Subdivision.— Subdivision of Ambala District, Punjab, 
comprising the iahslls of Rupar and Kharar. Kharar contains the 
cantonment and .sanitarium of Ka.sauli and the ‘notified area ’ of Kalka. 

Rupar Tahsil.— Northern iahstl of Ambala District, Punjab, lying 
at the foot of the Hima 1 a)’a.s, between 30® 45^ and 31*13' N. and 
76® 19' and 76® 44' E., with an area of 290 square miles. It is 
bounded on the north by the Sutlej river, and forms part of the Rflpar 
subdivision. On the north-east the fahsil runs up into the Lower 
Siwaliks, and along the Sutlej is a narrow strip of low-lying country. 
The rest consists of a loam plateau rich in wells, and intersected by 
mountain torrent beds. The head-works of the Sirhind Canal are at 
Rupar. The population in 1901 was 139,327, compared with 146,816 
in 1 891. The head-quarters are at the lou*n of Rupar (population, 
8,888). It also contains 358 villages. The land revenue and cesses 
in 1903-4 amounted to 2*8 lakhs. 

Rupar Town. — Head-quarters of the subdivision and lahsU of the 
same name in AmbSla District, Punjab, situated in 30® 58' N. and 
76® 32' E., at the point where the Sutlej issuc.s from the hills. Popula- 
tion (1901), 8,888. It is a town of considerable antiquity, originally 
called RiipnagJir after its founder. Raja RCp Chand. It was occupied 
about 1763 by Hari Singh, a Sikh chieftain, who seized upon a wide 
tract south of the Sutlej, stretching along the foot of the Himalayas. 
In 1792 he divided his estates between his two sons, Charrat Singh 
and Dewa Singh, the former of whom obtained Rupar. 1 he estates 
were confiscated in 1846, in consequence of the part taken by the 
family during the Sikh ^^^'lr of the preceding year. The head-works of 
the Sirhind Canal arc situated here, and the town is an important mart 
of exchange between the hills and the plains. Salt is imported from 
the Khewra mines and re-exported to the hills, in return for iron, 
ginger, potatoes, turmeric, opium, and chnrah Cotton twill {mi) is 
laigely manufactured, and the smiths of Rupar have a reputation for 
locks and other small articles of iron. RQpar was the scene of the 
celebrated meeting between Lord William Bentinck and Ranjit Singh 
in 1831. There arc two important religious fairs, one Hindu, one 
Muhammadan. The municipality was created in 1867. The income 
during the ten 3'ears ending 1902-3 averaged Rs. i2,roo, and the 
expenditure Rs. 11,400. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 14,500, 
chiefly from octroi and the expenditure was Rs. 16,900. There are 
three Anglo-vcrnacular middle schools and a dispensary. 
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Rupbis, — Head-quarters of a tahsU of the same name in the State 
of Bharatpur, Rajputana, situated in 26® 59' N. and 77® 39' E., about 
19 miles south-by-south-east of Bharatpur city. Population {1901), 
2,981. The town contains a post office, a vernacular school attended 
by about 100 boys, and a dispensary. The place is mentioned by 
Jahangir as having formerly been the japr of Rup and subsequently 
given to Aman-ullah, son of Mahabat Khan, and called after him 
Aninniibad. It was one of Jahangir’s regular hunting-grounds. In 
the vicinity of Rtipbas are some enormous stone obelisks and images; 
the oldest is a sleeping figure of Baldeo cut in the rock, 22| feet long, 
with a seven serpent-hooded canopy and an inscription dated a,d, 1609. 
About 8 miles to the south-west are the famous sandstone quarries of 
Bansi Paharpur, whicli have supplied material for the beautiful palaces 
at Dig and for many of the buildings at Agra and Fatehpur Sikri. 
[Arehaeological Survey of Northern India, voL xx.] 

Rupnagar.— Head-quarters of a district of the same name in the 
north of the State of Kishangarh, Rajputana, situated in 26® 48' N. 
and 74® 52' E., about 16 miles due north of Kishangarh town. Popu- 
lation (1901), 3,676. The lor\-n, which takes its name from its founder, 
Rup Singh (chief of Kishangarh 1644-58), is walled and possesses 
a fort. The place was once a big market for salt and sugar, but the 
railway has diverted this trade elsewhere, Rfipnagar contains a 
British post office; a small jail, with accommodation for 12 prisoners; 
a vernacular middle and an elementaiy school, attended, respectively, 
by about 70 boys and 20 girls ; and a dispensary, A municipal com- 
mittee attends to the lighting and conservancy of the town. Sursara, 
5 miles to the south, was the original seat of the hero Tejaji, venerated 
by the Jats ; and a cattle fair is held there yearly in August. 

RupnarEyan. — River of Bengal, known in the early part of its 
course as the Dhalkisor. It rises in the Tilabani hill in Manbhtim 
District, and follows a tortuous south-easterly course through the 
south-west comer of Burdwan District The Silai joins it on the border 
of Midnapore District; and from this point (22® 40' N. and 87° 47' 
E.) it takes the name of Riipnarayan, and after a farther course of 49 
miles, during which it separates Jlidnapore District from Hooghly 
and Howrah, it joins the Hooghly River in 22® 13' N. and 88® 3' E. 
The Riipnarayan proper is tidal throughout its entire course, and 
a heavy bore ascends as high as the mouth of the Gaighata Bakshi 
Khal. The RUpnarayan originally formed a western exit of the 
Ganges. It now enters the Hooghly at right angles opposite Hooghly 
Point, and when in flood it banks up the stream of the Hooghly and 
forces that river to deposit its silt upon the dangerous shoal known 
as the James and Mary. It thus constitutes the principal danger to 
the navigation of the Hooghly river. The river is protected on its 
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right bank, within Midnapore District, by a continuous embankment 
29’4‘ niiles in length ; and it is also embanked all along its left 
bank from its junction with the Gaighata IBakshi Khal to its union 
with the Hooghly river. The bordering lands are more or less 
inundated by the spring-tides in April and May, which leave behind 
destructive impregnations of salt, rendering them unfit for cultivation 
unless small defensive works are thrown up round the fields every year 
to keep the water out. Grass and hogla reeds ( Typha clcphanlind) are 
the ordinary produce, except in years when the rains set in and close 
early, when a late rice crop can be planted in September. The RQp- 
narayiin is navigable throughout the year by native boats of 4 Ions 
burden as high as Ghatal village in Midnapore District. It is not 
fordable at any season of the year within the limits of Hooghly and 
Howrah Districts. It has been spanned by a fine bridge at 
Kolaghat, where it is crossed by the Bcngal-Niigpur Railway. 

Rurki,— Subdivision, iahsU, and town in Saharanpiir District, 
United Provinces. Sec Roorkek. 

Rtisera. — Town in the head-quarters subdivision of Darbhanga 
District, Bengal, situated in 25“ 45' N. and 86“ 2' E., on the east bank 
of the Little Gandak, just below the former confluence of that river 
with the Baghmati. Population (1901), 10,245. Owing to its position 
on the Little Gandak, Ruscra was at one time the largest market in the 
south of the District ; but though it is still an important bazar, it has 
somewhat lost its importance since the opening of the railway. Rusera 
was constituted a municipality in 1869. The income during the 
decade ending 1901-2 averaged Rs. 5,700, and the expenditure 
Rs. 4,900. In 1903-4 the income, mainly derived from a lax on 
persons (or properly tax), was Rs. 6,600 : and the expenditure was 
Rs. 6,000. 

Rushikulya, — River in Ganjam District, Madras. It rises in the 
Rushimfilo hill (from which it takes its name), near Daringabadi in 
the Chinnakimedi Mnliahs, in 19“ 55' N. and 84“ 8' E., and runs 
south-east to Aska and thence south-east and east into the Bay of 
Bengal at Ganjiim town, in 19“ 22' N. and 85“ 4' E. Its length is 
about 1 15 mile.s, and the towns on its banks are Surada, Aska, Puru- 
sholtapur, and Ganjam. It is spanned at Aska by a fine masonry 
bridge of nineteen arches. It is joined by the Palhama near Surada, 
by the Bhaguva in Dhiirakola estate, by the MahanadI at Aska, 
and by the Godahaddo in the Berhampur iahth, I'he river dries up 
in the hot season. 

At Aska and at Pralapuram near Purushottapur, where its channel 
turns northwards for a short distance, a large festival is held every year 
ill February or March, w'hen thousands of people bathe in its waters. 

I'he river is utilized for irrigation by means of a series of works 
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known collectively as the Rushikulya Project. This was begun in 
1884, has already cost 48 lakhs, and is still being extended. It renders 
the water of the Rushikulya and its tributary, the Mahanadi, available 
for cultivation in the Berhampur taluk and one comer of Goomsur. 
The main dam across the Rushikulya is at Jannimilli, between Sumda 
and Aska, above the junction with the Mahanadi. Its catchment at 
this point is 650 square miles. To intercept flood-water W’hich would 
othenvise run to waste, a tributary has been dammed higher up and 
a reservoir formed at Surada, from which a supply can be let down to 
the Jannimilli dam. The Mahanadi has been treated in the same way, 
there being a dam at Madhavaborida, 6 miles below Russellkonda. 
Its catchment at this point is 870 square miles. A subsidiary reservoir, 
fed by dams across two tributaries of the MahUnadi, has been formed 
just above Russellkonda. From the Madhavaborida dam a channel 
20 miles long, called the Mahanadi canal, runs through a comer of the 
Goomsur taluk (irrigating 6,500 acres) into the Rushikulya above the 
Jannimilli dam, and thus still further increases the supply available 
there. From the Jannimilli dam the main Rushikulya canal, 54 miles 
long, runs south through several zamhidariszxA. on into the Berhampur 
taluk. It has sixteen distributaries, with an aggregate length of 136 
miles. The cultivable area commanded by the project is 142,000 acres 
(of which 106,000 are in the Berhampur taluJi), and the extent at 
present irrigable is 102,000 acres. In 1903-4, 90,000 acres of first 
crop were watered by it and 1,000 acres of second crop. There is 
seldom sufficient water for much second crop. The gross and net 
revenue earned in 1903-4 was Rs. 97,000 and Rs. 35,000. The 
project is technically cla.ssed as protective and not productive (it is 
the only work so classed in the Presidency), and is not remunera- 
tive, the profits on the capital outlay being at present only 0-71 per 
cent. Neither the river nor the canals are used for navigation. It 
is under contemplation to construct another reservoir at Pattupiir, 
by damming the Godahaddo river, to supplement the supply avail- 
able, 

Russellkonda (‘Russell’s hill’).-— Town in the Goomsur of 
Ganjam District, Madras, situated in 19® 57' N. and 84® 37' E., about 
50 miles north-west of Berhampur on the Loharakandi river. It is 
called after Mr. George Russell, who was appointed Special Commis- 
sioner in 183s to put down the disturbances in the country round 
about. Population (1901), 3,493. It is the head-quarters of the 
subdivision and taluk of Goomsur, and of the Special Aissistant Agent, 
Balliguda subdivision. It contains a training school chiefly intended 
for teachers for the schools in the Agency tract, a tannery’ which in 
1903 employed an average of 45 persons daily and turned out 50 tons 
of leather valued at about Rs. 49,000, and a jail in charge of the 



Special Assistant Agent. This last was built for convicts belonging to 
the hill country, to save them from the severe fever they become liable 
to if sent down to the coast. It contains accommodation for 158 
prisoners, who are employed in stone-quarrying, oil-pressing, weaving, 
rice-pounding, and making elephant harness. Russellkonda was at 
one lime a military cantonment, but the troops were withdrawn in 
December, 1863. 

Rustak. — Town in the Badakhshan province of Afghanistan, 
situated in 37° 8' N. and 69“ 47' E., on the left bank of the Rustak 
river ; 3,920 feet above the sea. Lying in a rich and fertile tract, and 
within easy reach of tlie Oxus, it is the most important commercial 
centre in Badakhshfin, with 2,000 houses and 185 shops. With the 
exception of a few Hindu shopkeepers, the inhabitants are all Tajiks 
and speak Persian. Bokhara silk is worn by the upper classc.s, and 
cotton clothes by the rest: some of the material for the latter is 
imported from the Russian markets and some from Peshawar, while 
a not inconsiderable quantity is woven from locally grown cotton. 
Barley, rice, wheat, and other grains arc produced, but not sufficiently 
for export ; and fruit trees abound. Arms, and practically all articles 
made of iron, are manufactured locally, Bajauri traders used to visit 
Rustak every year in large numbers, bringing merchandise from India 
through Chitral, and returning with horses. Owing to the prohibi- 
tion of the export of horses from Afghanistan, this trade has, however, 
fallen off in recent years. The town contains schools for religious in- 
struction, supported chiefly by public charity. The fort, situated to 
the north of the town, is a square of about 100 yards : the Rustak 
Mirs still reside there, but they no longer have any power, the govern- 
ment being entirely carried on by Afghan officials. 

Rutlam. — State and town in Central India. Sea Ratlam. 

Sabalgarh.— Head-quarters of the Sheopur district of Gwalior 
State, Central India, situated in 26® 15^ N. and 77 ° 
terminus of the Gwalior-Sabalgarh branch of the Gwalior Light 
Railway. Population (1901), 6,039. Sabalgarh wtis founded by a 
Gnjar named Sabala; but the present fort was built by Raj.a Gopal 
Singh of Karauli, and till 179S. "’ben it was taken by Khandc Rao 
Inglia, it remained in the hands of the Karauli chiefs. In 1809, owing 
to the contumacious conduct of its governor, the fort was taken by 
Jean Baptiste Pilose on behalf of Sindhia. The town contains no 
buildings of any size ; but the district offices, a ho.spital, a school, a 
State post office, a custom-house, a resthouse, and a jail are situated 
in it. Sabalgarh is noted for its wood-carving and lacquer and metal- 
work. Close to the town is a tract of forest carefully protected as 
a preserve for big game. 

Sabargam.— One of the principal peaks in the Smgahla spur of 
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the Himalayas in the head-quarters subdivision of Darjeeling District, 
Bengal, situated on the western frontier of the District in 27°! o' N. 
and 88“ i' E. The height above sea-level is 11,636 feet. 

Sabarmatl (Sanskrit, Svabhravati ). — River of Western India, flow- 
ing from the hills of Mewar south-westwards into the Gulf of Cambay, 
with a course of about 200 miles and a drainage area of about 
9,500 square miles. The name is given to the combined streams of 
the Sabar, which runs through the Idar State, and of the Hathmati, 
which passes the town of Ahmadnagar (Mahf Kantha Agency). In the 
upper part of their course both rivers have high rocky banks, but below 
their confluence the bed of the Sabarmatl becomes broad and sandy. 
The united river thence flows past Sadra and Ahmadabad, and receives 
on the left bank, at Vantha, about 30 miles below the latter city, the 
waters of the Vatrak, which, during its course of 150 miles, is fed by 
a number of smaller streams that bring down the drainage of the Mahi 
Kantha hills. The Sabarmatl receives no notable tributaries on the 
right bank. There are several holy places on its banks in and about 
Ahmadabad city, and the confluence at Vantha attracts many pilgrims 
to an annual fair in the month of Kartik (November). Luxuriant 
crops are grown on the silt deposited by the river, and many wells 
are sunk in its bed in the fair season. The lands of Parantlj are 
watered from the Hathmati by means of an embankment above 
Ahmadnagar. 

Sabathu (Subaihn).—Ri\\ cantonment in Simla District, Punjab, 
situated in 30“ 59' N. and 77“ 0' E., on a table-land at the extremity of 
the Simla range, overlooking the Ghambar river. It lies above the old 
road from Kalka to Simla, 9 miles from Kasauli and 23 from Simla 
station. Sabathu has been held as a military post since the close of 
the Gurkha War in 1816, and a detachment of a British infantry 
regiment is usually stationed here. There is a small fort above the 
parade-ground, formerly of military importance, now used as a store- 
room. The American Presbyterian Mission maintains a school, and 
an asylum for lepers is supported by voluntary contributions. Elevation 
above sea-level, 4,500 feet. Population (1901), 2,177. 

Sabhar. — Village and ruins in the head-quarters subdivision of 
Dacca District, Eastern Bengal and Assam, situated in 23“ 51' N. and 
90“ 15' E., on the east bank of the Bansi river. Population (1901), 
1,904. It was formerly the capital of a Bhuiya or chief named Haris 
Chandra, but the only vestiges of it are ruins of buildings and old 
tanks and the remains of what must have been a tower. Sabhar is 
now an important mart. 

Sachin State.— State in the Surat Political Agency, Bombay. 
The villages constituting the State are much scattered, some of them 
being surrounded by British territory, and others by portions of the 
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Baroda State. Sachin may, however, roughly speaking, be said to 
lie within the limits of the British District of Surat. 

The Nawab of Sachin is by descent a Habshi or Abyssinian. When 
his ancestors first came to India is doubtful ; but they were long 
known on the western coast as the Sfdis of Danda-Rajpuri and Janjira. 
They were also the admirals of the fleets of the kings of Ahmadnagar 
and Bijapur, in the Deccan, while those dynasties lasted, and sub- 
sequently of the Mughal emperors, being appointed to that office by 
Aurangzcb about 1660, with an annual assignment of 3 lakhs on the 
Surat revenues for their maintenance. On the decline of the Mughal 
empire the Sidls became notorious pirates, plundering the ships of all 
nations, e.vcept the British, whose friendship they appear to have early 
cultivated. The branch of the family who had their head-quarters at 
the island of Janjira remained chiefs of that place during the wars be- 
tween Sivajl and the Mughals, and between the Marathas and the British 
Government. During these w.irs different members of the family were 
alternately supported by either party as best suited its own interest. 
Towards the end of the eighteenth century Biilu Mifi Sidi, the heir to 
the throne of Janjira and to the other possessions of the Sidls, was 
expelled from his dominions by a younger branch of the family. He 
appealed for aid to the Marfithlis and the British. 'I'he PeshwS being 
desirous of obtaining Janjira, an arrangement was come to in 1791 by 
which Bfilu Mia ceded to the Peshwa Janjira in return for Sachin. 
B.ilu Mia duly took possession of his new State of Sachin ; but when 
the Peshwa claimed Janjira, the Sidls who held it refused to give it up, 
and succeeded in maintaining their independence. Sachin remained 
in the hands of Balu Jlia and his descendants j while Janjira is still 
held by the younger branch of the fimnly who had ousted Balu Mia, 
the Peshwa never having been able to establish his influence. Janjira 
is reckoned as a maiden fortress to this day. A full account of the 
transactions between the British, the Peshwa, and the rival rulers of 
Janjira and Sachin, will be found in Aitchison’s Treaties^ vol, iv, 
pp. 311 ct scq. (187O cd.). 

The chief is entitled to a salute of y guns. I'he family holds a 
title guaranteeing any succession legitimate according to Muhammadan 
law, and succession follows the rule of primogeniture. 

The Suite conUiins 21 villages, and occupies an area of about 
42 square miles, with a population in 1901 of 20,530. Hindus number 
17,581 ; Muhammadans, 2,604 j and Parsis, 238. 

'J'hc soil varies from black to light. The arable land in the State 
covers 34 square miles, of which 33 square miles were cultivated in 
>903-4> The usual cereals arc grown, as well as cotton and sugar- 
cane. Irrigation is carried on from tanks and wells. There arc no 
forests in the State. Colton yarn and coarse cloth arc manufactured. 
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A brcjikwatcr at Dumas, and a causeway at Bhimpur, by keeping 
back sea-walcr, have contributed towards the reclamation of a con- 
siderable area of hitherto uncultivable salt land. 

The chief has power to try his own subjects for capital oflcnces. At 
present the State is in charge of an Administrator, who also disposes 
of civil suits. There arc two criminal courts, and the police force 
numbers 60. The Stale contains a jail. A survey and land settlement 
were completed in 1883. On the whole, the rales fixed were higher 
than in neighbouring British villages, but much lower than the ryots 
had hitherto paid. The gross revenue in 1903--} amounted to over 
2 l.ikhs, of which i-i lakhs w.is derived from land revenue and 
Rs. 36,000 from excise. The expenditure amounted to lakhs. In 
1903-4 the Stale contained 19 schools with 1,501 pupils, and two 
dispensaries treating annually 7,000 persons. 

Sachin Village.— Chief place of the State of the sjime name in the 
Surat .\gency, Bombay, situated in 21* 4' N. and 72* 59^ E., 9 miles 
south of Sural city. Population (190)), 997. Good roads connect it 
with Surat, with Lachpur on the Mindhola, the former residence of the 
Naw<abs, and with Sachin station on the Bombay, Baroda, and Central 
India Railway. The village contains the palace of the Nawab, a small 
fort, a courthouse, a jail, a dispensary, &c. 

Sacramento Shoal.— Shoal at the mouth of the Gautami branch 
of the Godiivari river, off the village of Mollctimoga in the Amal 3 puram 
iahtk of Godavari District, Madras, situated in 16“ 35' N. and 82® 14' E. 
It is named after the United States steam frigate Sacramento^ wliich 
went ashore here on June 19, 1S67. A lighthouse 148 feet high was 
erected on the shoal in 1902. It has a light of the third order, showing 
a white light, one flash every five seconds, visible for 18 miles in clear 
weather. The object of this is to warn vessels off Point Godavari and 
the shoal. 

Sadabad Tahsfl.— Eastenimost tahitl of Muttra District, United 
Provinces, conterminous with the pargana of the same name, lying 
between 27° 16' and 27® 31' N. and 77® 53' and 78® 13' E., with an 
area of 180 square miles. Population rose from 102,103 ill to 
108, 886 in 1901. There are 127 villages and two towns, including 
Sadab.ad (population, 4,091), the tahUl head-quartets. The demand 
for land revenue in 1903-4 was Rs. 3,07,000, and for cesses Rs. 49,000. 
The density of population, 605 persons per square mile, is considerably 
above the District average. A small river, the Karon or Jhima, crosses 
the centre of tlie tahtllf and its channel has been improved by the 
Irrigation department to serve as an escape. The Jumna just touches 
the south-western corner. In 1903-4 the area under cultivation was 
154 square miles, of which 59 were irrigated. The latter were supplied 
entirely from wells j but in November, 1903, the Mat branch of the 
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Upper Ganges Canal was opened, which commands the western half of 
the iahsiL Cotton is relatively a more important crop than in any 
other part of the District. 

Sadrikherl. — Thakurat in the AIalwa Ackncv, Central India. 

Sadalgi, — Village in the Chikodi taluka of Bclgaum District, Bombay, 
situated in 16® 34' N. and 74® 32' E., 51 miles north of Bclgaum town, 
and 25 south-east of Kolhapur. Population (1901), 9,091. Coarse 
waistclolhs, blankets, and women's saru are woven, but the chief in- 
dustry in the village and neighbourhood is sugar-making. A Large area 
is cultivated with sugar-cane, and a considerable qinintity of molasses is 
prepared here. The village contains t'vo boys’ schools with 35 pupils. 

Sadaseopet.- 'I'own in the Kalabgur tiiluk of Meclak District, 
Hyderabad State, situated in 17“ 37' N. and 77® 58' B., 10 mile.s west 
of .Sangarcfldipct. Population (1901), 6,672. It is a large emporium, 
with a nourishing tratle in both exports and imports. 

Sadtisivgarh.-'-rort in North Kan.ara District, Homb.iy. Ste 
thtlTAKUI.. 

Sadda. — I'ost in the Kurram .Agency, North-West I'rontier Province, 
now g.irrisoned by a dctaclunont »>f the Kurram militia. It lies in 
33® 30' N. and 70® li., on the left hank of the Kurram river. Under 
Afghiln rule .Sadda was the Iicad-(iuartcr.s of the governor of Kurram. 

Sfidhaura.- -Town In the Naraingarh (a/mf oi Amb'ila District, 
Punjab, situated in 30® 23' N. and 77® 33' E., at the fool of the outly- 
ing rajtge of the Mim!llaya.s. Population (1901), 9,812. It dates from 
the time of Mahmild of fJhazni, .and contains a mosque built in the 
reign of .Sh5h J.ih.in. .A fair held yearly at the .shrine of the Muham 
madan ‘iaint, .Sh.lh Kumais, Is attended by 20,000 or 30,000 persons. 
'I’hcre is .some manufactiuc of cotton cloth : and the town possesses 
a sioam printing press, and a oombined cotton-ginning and pressing 
factory, which in 190.1 employed 55 hands. 1 he municipality was 
created in 1885. 'Phe intamie during the ten Ycar.s ending 1902-3 
avcmgvd Us. 6,Soo, and the espenditure Ks. 6,400. In t 903--1 die 
income was Rs. 7,300, chiefly fr«)m octroi ; ami the expenditure was 
Us. 8, too, 'J’hcre is a vernacular middle school and a di.sponsar\. 

Sadikabad.— in Bahriwalpur .State, Punjab. .SVc NArsiiAii n a 

'rAtisii-. 

Sadiya.—Villagc in the Dibrugarh subdivision of hakhimpur 
District, Eastern Bengal and A.ssam, .situated in 27® 48' N, and 
95 * 39' E., on the right hank of the Brahmaputra river. .Sadiya is 
the extreme north-east froiuicr station of British India, mid stands on 
a high grassy plain from whi«:h on a clear day a magnificent view is 
obtained of tlur hills wliicb surround it on tbrcc sides. It is garrisoned 
by detachments of native infantty and military iiolice. In the 
neighbourhood arc the ruins of extensive forts, which .are said to have 

voi,. .SXI. 
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been built by Hindu Rajas who iirecedcd the Chutiyfis in the 
sovereignty of the country. A little to tlie east are the remains of the 
famous copper temple, at which human sacrifices used at one lime 
to be offered by the Chutiya.s, and which was a centre of worship for 
the tribc.s on the north-cast frontier. In 1839 the Khamtis rose in 
rebellion and killed the garrison and Colonel White, the officer in 
charge ; and since that day Sadiya has been the base of a chain of 
outposts stretching towards the north and cast. It is the head- 
quarters of an officer whose particular duty is to extend his influence 
over the hill tribes and to keep a watch upon their movements. There 
is a considerable bazar, at which the hillmcn exchange rubber, wax, 
musk, ivory, and other hill produce for cotton cloth, salt, metal 
utensils, jewellery, and opium. 

Sadra.— Head-quarters of the Mahl Kantha Agency, Bombay, 
situated in 72° 47' N. and 23“ 21' E., on the Sabarmati river, about 25 
m/Jes nor/h of AhmadUbod Yopoht/o// (igoi), t, 68 S‘ Ssdra con- 
tains a small fort said to have been built by Sultan Ahniad I (1411-43), 
who also built the fort of Ahmadnagar, Colonel Ballantync, the first 
Political Agent, built a picturesque bungalow on the side of the fort 
next the river, which is still the Political Agent’s office; a new 
Residency was built on the southern rampart in 1887. A broad well- 
laid-out market-place, with rows of trees on both sides, and well lighted 
at night, leads from the Ahmad.lbitd road to the fort. Near the 
Residency is the small neat hospital, built with money subscribed by 
the Mahl Kantha chiefs, and a public libmry. The Political Agent 
exercises direct jurisdiction within the station, but offences committed 
outside its limits are under the cognizance of the \Tisna Thakur. 
Several schools are situated at Sadra, including one for minor chiefs 
and their relations. 

Sadra Bazar.— Petty Sfate in Maui Kant ha, Bomb.'iy. 

Sadras.— Village in the District and taluk of Chingleput, Madras, 
situated on the coast in 12“ 31' N. and 80” ro' E., about 35 miles 
south of Madras city and connected with it by the Buckingham Canal. 
Population (1901), 1,564. Sadras became a trading settlement of the 
Dutch in 1647, and was long famous for the fine muslin produced by 
its looms. The Dutch erected, close to the shore, a brick fort of 
considerable extent and pretensions to strength, of which the ruins 
still stand. There are also the remains of the houses of the officials, 
one of which has long been in use as a halting-place for European 
travellers. The old Dutch cemetery within the fort, which contains 
curious and elaborate tombs, is maintained in order by Government. 
A Dutch church stands on the esplanade opposite the fort, A few 
weavers still live in the place, but the cunning which produced the 
once famous fabrics is forgotten. The rest of the inhabitants are 
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cultivators, and the place is now only a sleepy little village. Sadras 
w'as taken by the English in 1795, but given back to the Dutch 
in 1818. It finally returned to British hands in 1825 along with the 
rest of the Dutch settlements in India. 

Sadri.— Town in the Desuri district of the State of Jodhpur, 
Rajputana, situated in 25“ ii' N. and 73® 27' E., close to the Aravalli 
Hills and the Udaipur border, and about 80 miles south-east of 
Jodhpur city. Population (1901), 6,621. S5dri is an ancient town 
and possesses several handsome Hindu and Jain temples and a step- 
well, which bear inscriptions ranging from the eleventh to the sixteenth 
centuries. 

•Sadullapur {Sadttnahpur ), — Village in the Phalia talisU of Gujrat 
District, Punjab, situated in 32® 25' N. and 73® 53' E. It was the 
scene of the action between the British and the Sikhs fought on 
November 22, 1848. {See Gujrat District.) 

Safed Koh.— The most conspicuous mountain range in Eastern 
Afghanistan, separating the Kabul basin from the Kurram and Afridi 
Tirah, and forming a natural division between Afghanistan and India. 
Starting on the west (34® N., 69® 30' E.) from near its highest point, 
Sikaram, 15,620 feet above the sea, it forms a watershed reaching 
down into Southern Afghanistan, and terminating in a mass of uplands, 
consisting of the Psein Dag and Toba (31® 15' N., 67® E. approx.). 
Its eastern ramifications extend to the Indus at and below Attock 
(33® so' N., 72® 10' E. approx.). Among the northern and eastern 
spurs of this range are those formidable passes between Kabul and 
Jalalabad in which the disasters of 1841-2 culminated, and the famous 
Khyber Pass between Jalalabad and Peshawar. The northern spurs 
are extremely barren ; but the intervening valleys are a combination 
of orchard, field, and garden, abounding in mulberry, pomegranate, 
and other fruit trees, while the banks of their streams are edged with 
turf, enamelled with wild flowers, and fringed by rmvs of weeping 
willows. The main range and the upper portion of the spurs are 
wooded with pine, deodar^ and other timber trees; many of the 
southern offshoots are also clothed with pines and wild olive. 

Safidon.— Town in the Jind State and tahstl, Punjab, situated 
in 29® 21' N. and 76® 42' E., 24 miles east of Jind town. Population 
(1901), 4,832. Legend ascribes its foundation to the destruction of 
the serpents {sarpa damana^ whence Safidon) by Janamejaya, the son 
of Raja Parlkshit, to avenge the death of his father. It lies in the 
holy tract of Kurukshetra, and the remains to the south of the modern 
town testify to its former splendour. The Nagchhetra tank recalls 
the holocaust of the Nags or snakes. The municipality has an income 
of Rs. 2,300 a year, chiefly derived from octroi ; and there is some 
local trade. 
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Safipur Tahsil.— North-western iahsil of Unao District, United 
Provinces, comprising the pargams of Safipur, Bangarmau, and Fateh- 
pur-Chaurasi, and lying between 26° 38' and 27° 2' N. and 80® 4' and 
80® 27^ E., along the Ganges, with an area of 408 square miles. Popu- 
lation increased from 210,141 in iSpr to 225,490 in 1901. There arc 
360 villages and three towns, SafIpijr (population, 7,949), the tahsil 
head-quarters, and Bangarmau (6,05^) being the largest. The demand 
for land revenue in 1903-4 was Rs. 3,38,000, and for cesses Rs. 35,000. 
The density of population, 552 persons per square mile, is slightly 
above the District average. About a third of the tahsUl lies in the 
thinly populated Ganges valley, and the remainder is situated on raised 
upland. A sluggish stream, called the Kalyani, flows through the 
former and does some damage by flooding. The uplands are partly 
drained by the Sai, which skirts the north-east ; they include some 
light sandy soil, but are generally composed of good loam. In 1903-4 
the area under cultivation was 259 square miles, of which 99 were 
irrigated. Wells supply more than tWo-thirds of the irrigated area, and 
tanks and other sources the remainder, 

Safipur Town (or Saipur). — Head-quarters of the iahsil of the 
same name in Unao District, United Provinces, situated in 26®45'N. 
and 80° 22* E., on the old road from Delhi to Benares, north of the 
Ganges. Population (1901), 7,949. The town is said to have been 
founded by Sai Sukul, a Brahman, and is generally called after him, 
Saipur. A religious mendicant subsequently came to the place and 
was buried there, and the name was changed to Safipur in com- 
memoration of the holy man. Sai Sukul is said to have been defeated 
and killed by Ibrahim of Jaunpur, who put his lieutenants in charge 
of the* town. Their descendants are still the principal proprietors. 
Safipur contains a number of tombs of Muhammadan saints. Besides 
the usual offices, there are a munsifi^ a dispensary, and a branch of 
the Methodist Episcopal Mission. The town is administered under 
Act XX of 1856, with an income of about Rs. 1,200. A market 
is held twice a week, and there are also some popular fairs. There 
is a school ivith 95 pupils. 

Sagaing Division — North-westorn Division of Upper Burma, 
lying between 21° 29' and 26® 22* N. and 93® 58' and 96® 20' E. It 
comprises four Districts : the Upper Jmd Lower Chindwin, bestriding 
the Chindwin; and Sagaing and Shwebo, extending from that river 
across the Mu valley to the Irrawaddy. It is bounded on the north 
by the unadministered Hukawng valley; on the east by the Mandalay 
Division ; on the south by Myingyan District of the Meiktila Division ; 
and on the west by Manipur and the Chin Hills. The population was 
821,769 in 1891 and 1,000,483 in igoi; but the former figure did 
not include the population of two Shan States in the Upper Chindwin 
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District which were enumerated in 1901. The distribution of popula- 
tion is given in tlic following tabic : — 


District. 

Area in square 
miles. 

Population, 

1901. 

Land revenue 
KcAihatha- 
ntedtt, 

1903-4. in 

thousands of 
rupees. 

Shwebo . 

S,6.H 

286,891 

5 , 5 ° 

Siigaing . 

1,862 

282,658 

7,93 

Lower Chindwin 

3,480 

278,383 

6,18 

Upper Chindwin 

18,590* 

» 34 ,S.ii 

3,45 

Total 

29,566 

1,000,483 

23,06 


• Area (ipjrc revised since the Census of 1901. 


There are 4,864 villages and 4 towns : Sagaing (population, 9,643), 
yiiwEBO (9,626), Monywa, and Kindat, the first three of which are 
trade and industrial centres of some importance. The administrative 
head-quarters are at Sagaing, which is conveniently situated at the 
south-eastern corner of the Division, the District head-quarters of the 
Shwebo and Lower Chindwin Districts being accessible by rail, and 
that of the Upper Chindwin District by rail and river steamer. The 
majority of the population are Burmans, the number of Burmans in 
1901 1 )eing no less than 915,204. The only other indigenous race 
strongly represented is the Shans (68,077), nearly all of whom inhabit 
the northern townships of the Upper Chindwin District. An appreciable 
portion of the population is foreign, but most of the 7,704 Musalmans 
and 4,538 Hindus enumerated in 1901 were either military policemen 
or indigenous Zairbadis. A few Chins are found in the hills along 
the western border of the Upper Chindwin District, and a few China- 
men at the main trade centres. The people, being Burman or Shan 
for the most part, are nearly all Buddhists. The aggregate of the 
adherents of the Buddhist faith in 1901 was 981,369, while Christians 
numbered 3,773, and Animists (practically all Chins) 2,289. 

Sagaing District. — District in the Sagaing Division of Upper 
Burma, lying between 21° 29' and 22® 15' N. and 95® 9' and 96° 4' E., 
with an area of 1,862 square miles. It extends across the Irrawaddy, 
and is bounded on the north by the Lower Chindwin and Shwebo, on 


the east by Mandalay and Kyaukse, on the south by Myingyan, and 
on the west by Pakokku and the Lower Chindwin. Sagaing has for 


its size an exceptional length of navigable waterways . 

within its limits. About to miles below Mandalay aspects, 
the Irrawaddy, after skirting the District for more 
than 20 miles, turns abruptly from the southerly course it has been 


pursuing and makes a eovrsideraWc bend westwards across the plain, 
till it receives the watens f)! the Mu from the north, after which it 
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begins to turn southwards again as it quits the District, Its westerly 
course, which begins immediately below Sagaing toA\*n, cuts the District 
into two portions, one north and one south of the channel, the former 
comprising about two-thirds of the whole. The northern section 
contains the Sagaing township on the east and the Myinmu, Chaungu, 
and Myaung townships on the west ; the southern is made up of the 
Tada-u and Ngazun to^vnships. At the south-west corner the Ina- 
^vaddy approaches close to, and in the rains is connected by various 
waterways with, the Chindwn, which for some distance forms the 
western border of the Myinmu subdivision. The eastern boundary 
of the same subdivision, separating it from the Sagaing subdivision, 
is the Mu, which flows southwards from Shwebo into the Irraw'addy, 
a few miles east of Myinmu village. There are two main hill ranges. 
The first is the barren Sagaing ridge, which is covered with sparse 
stunted vegetation and dotted with white-washed pagodas, and runs 
parallel to the Irrawaddy from Sagaing town up to the northern border 
of the District, reaching its highest point in the Mingun hill (1,341 
feet). The second is a compact cluster of hills lying in the centre 
of the southern edge of the District on the Myingyan border, at the 
junction of the Tada-u and Ngazun townships, and culminating in the 
Mozataung (i,474 feet). All over the District are other patcjjes of 
rugged elevated country, notably in the north-tvest on the Lower 
Chindwin border, and in the country west of Myotha. 

The general aspect of the country is very diversified, ranging from 
rich alluvial soil to barren hills. Along the rivers, where the channel 
bank is frequently higher than the country behind, the land is flat 
and low-lying and is inundated yearly. These riparian levels are 
very rich and productive, and the Irrawaddy itself is full of islands 
which emerge, silt-laden, from the current at the close of each rainy 
season and are thus perennially fertile. In the Sagaing township, 
immediately to the west of the railway, is a large depression called the 
Yemyei lake, which after heavy rain is occupied by a sheet of water 
covering an area of 10 miles north and south, and 3 miles east and 
west, but is almost dry during the hot season. There are numerous 
jhh in the neighbourhood of the Irrawaddy and Chindwin, and a 
small salt-water lake at Yega, a few miles north of Sagaing town. 

Nearly the whole of the District is covered with alluvium, from 
beneath which a few patches of soft sandstone of Upper Tertiary 
(pliocene) age appear, forming low undulating hills. As in Shwebo 
District, these sandstones are brought down by a great fault against 
the crystalline rocks— gneiss, granite, and crystalline limestone— ^which 
form the narrow ridge of hills running along the western bank of the • 
Irrawaddy. This ridge disappears beneath the alluvium at Sagaing 
town, where the river breaks across it. 
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The hilly tracts are mostly covered with thick scrub jungle; in waste 
places on low land, as at Nabegyu on the Mu and in the east of the 
Tada-u toraship, the jungle becomes forest, with many large trees and 
thick undergrowth and creepers. The following are some of the most 
common trees : BauMnia racmosa, oksliit (Aeg/e Marme/os), nyaung 
{Ficus tndica)^ common cassia of various kinds {niezali^ ngug}’izcif)^ Tcrmi- 
nalia belcrm, Zizyphus Jvjuba, tanaung {Acacia kucophhea), Antho- 
cephahis sp.^ sha {Acacia Caiechu\ Lagersiroetnia parviflora, kokko 
{Albtzzia lebbeli^, leipait {Bombax inalabariciwi), the tamarind, which 
grows to a very large size, the toddy-palm {Borassus flabellifer), and 
the mango. The produce of the fruit trees is collected and sold in 
the bazars. The Chinese date, the /;/, the ing}’iN, the pyintna, the 
padaukf and the thiiya may also be mentioned. 

The larger kinds of wild animals are not found in great numbers; 
those that frequent the District include the leopard, the jackal, the 
hog, the ibamin or brow-antlered deer, the hog deer, the barking-deer, 
and the hare. There are no tigers, bears, or sdmbar^ and it is only 
occasionally that elephants come down from the Lower Chindwin and 
Shwebo hills into the District. Ducks, geese, and snipe abound in the 
cold season, and at certain times of the year partridges and quail are 
plentiful. 

Sailing town is one of the most picturesque, and appears also to be 
one of the healthiest and coolest, places in the plains of Upper Burma. 
The sick-ratc of the troops while they held the town, and that of the 
military police since that time, has always been remarkably low. Only 
two months, April and May, are really hot, and even during these the 
mean maximum is under loz”, while the average ranges from 76” to 
100®. In the winter the temperature oscillates between 60° and 80®. 
During the rains high south winds sweep across the country, and keep 
the air cool and pleasant. The great body of water that passes through 
and around the District probably prevents the thermometer from rising 
as high in the most oppressive months as it otherwise would. The hot 
season is not distinguished by persistent sultry winds, though gales of 
great violence blow occasionally. I'he end of the rains and the early 
cold season, when very heavy fogs hang till late in the day all along the 
Irrawaddy, are the least healthy seasons of the year ; but the District 
as a whole is not insalubrious, and has no fever-haunted hills or tarai. 
No cyclones, earthquakes, or exceptional floods have occurred within 
memory. The rainfall for the whole District averages about 30 inches 
per annum, but varies considerably from tract to tract. In 1889, for 
instance, although the total fall at Sagaing town exceeded by 5 inches 
the aggregate of the preceding yetir, elsewhere, notably in the north of 
the Sagaing subdivision and the south of the Chaungu and Ngazun 
townships, it was very .short. 
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Up to the lime of annexation the history of tlic District outside 
Sagaing town and Ava has no special features. From time immemorial 
it has al\va3’s been a part of the kingdom of Burma, 
® whether centred at Pagan, Ava, or Sagaing. After 

the surrender of king Thibaw,* in. November, 1885, a column marched 
from Mandalay to Myingyan through Ava, where it was joined by the 
taunghmu or jailor of Ara, who did good service in the fighting that 
followed. The fort at Sagaing was occupied as early as December, 
1885 ; but regular administration was not introduced at once, and for 
two years the District was one of the most turbulent in the Province. 
Outside the two posts at Sagaing and Myinmu it was in tlie hands 
of dacoits, who terrorized the village headmen, and two British officers 
were killed near Sagaing during the first months of occupation. There 
were several bands of rebels, the most notorious leader being Hla U, 
who was a scourge to the country round Mj'inmu. 'I'he old Ava 
subdivision, comprising the present Tada-u and Ngaziin townships, 
then a separate District, was equally disturbed, the followers of a man 
named Shwe Yan giving most trouble there. The building of outposts 
at Myotha and Myinthe, followed by active operations, drove Shwe 
Yan across the Panlaung in April, but later he took up his head- 
quarters in the country behveen the Panlaung and its tributary' the 
Samon. In 1887 the state of the District was no better, and on*both 
sides of the river the country was practically in the hands of the 
dacoits. Great efforts were made to capture Hla U, but none of them 
succeeded, and he was ultimately murdered by one of his own fol- 
lowers. His lieutenants, chief among whom were Nyo U, Nyo Pu, 
and Min 0 , soon gathered strength, and before long had succeeded in 
making the country as disturbed as ever. On the Ava side Shwe Yan 
openly defied the autliorities, and two British officers were killed in an 
engagement with him. Finally, in 1888, military operations on a larger 
scale were begun under the late General Penn Symons j and though no 
great measure of success appeared at first to attend them, the resistance 
to authority slowly weakened, and the strict observance of the Village 
Regulation by which villages were punished for not resisting the 
dacoits, and suspicious persons were removed from their local spheres 
of influence, gradually led to the pacification of the country. By the 
end of 1888 no less than 26 dacoit leaders, including Shwe Yan, had 
been killed and 26 captured, and most of their followers had come in 
and were disarmed. Since that date the District has given no trouble. 
The Ava District was amalgamated uith Sagaing early in r888. 

The ancient capital of Ava is described in a separate article. Pinya 
and Myinzaing to the south of Ava in the Tada-u township are also 
old capitals. The pagodas, both in the neighbourhood of Sagaing and 
throughout the District, are exceedingly numerous, especially on the 
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barren liills iliat follow the Irrawaddy on its western bank. By far the 
best known is the Mingun pagoda, begun by Bodawpaya in 1 790 and 
continued till 1803, but never completed. This huge relic of the 
glories of the Alaungpaya dynasty, which was intended to eclipse all 
previous records in pagoda building, is situated on the right bank of 
the Irrawaddy ojiposite a point 6 or 7 miles above Mandalay, and 
is one of the largest solid tnasses of brickwork known to exist. Only 
the two lions at the eastern entrance, five walled terraces, and the base 
of the pagoda had been completed, when an Ciirthquake in 1839 
wrecked the lions and cracked the building from top to bottom, ^\’ork 
on it was never resumed after the catastrophe. The present height of 
the ruin is 130 feet ; but, calculating from the model near, it would, 
when completed, have been about 555 feet in height. Close to it 
is the famous Mingun bell, the largest bell hung in the world. It 
is 12 feet high and if»J feet in diameter at the mouth, and its weight is 
about 90 tons. More interesting from an .irchaeological point of view, 
but less famous than the bell ami the ruin, is the .Sinpyushin pagoda 
not far ofi*. built about a.d. 1359, and restored by the queen by who.se 
name it is known. It represents the Myinmo mountain and rises 
in tiers, on each of which are niches filled witli images repre.senting 
various members of the celestial hierarchy, many of which have been 
broken or stolen by profane e.NcurM’onists. 'Phe pagoda most revei- 
eiiccd, however, is not the Mingun shrine but the clumsy Va/jimanisula 
or Kaunglmuidaw. which raises its almost hemispherical .shape from 
tin; plain about 5 miles to the north-wc.st of Jsagaing. 'Phis royal work 
of merit has achieved so wide a notoriety throughout Indo*(’hina that 
a miraculous origin has been ascribed to it, despite an inscription at its 
base, which testifies to its having been built by 'I’halunmintayagyi, king 
of .\va, in 1636. 'Phe shrine benefits by the revenue of wuHugau 
lands in its neighbourhood, and has an annual festival. The trustees 
who manage its aflairs kec|) it in good order. Periodical festivals arc 
held at other pagodas, including the Ngudatgyi, in the south-western 
suburbs of Sagaitig, a shrine founded in 1660 and containing a large 
masonry figure of Buddha ; the Shinbinnungaing and .Shwemoktaw 
jiagodas, dating from liic tenth century; and the Onminthonze, a 
crcscent-shapcd colommdc on the side of the Sagaing hills overlooking 
Sagaing, with tliirty arches containing forty-four figures of Gautama 
Buddha. 

'J'hc population of Sagaing District increased from 246,141 in 1891 
to 282,658 in 1901. Us distribution in the latter 
year is given in the table on the next page. 

Sagaing, the head-iiuailers of the District, is the only town. The 
density of population, 152 persons per square mile, bears comparLson 
with the most thickly populated Districts of Dower llurma— IIen/.ada 
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and Hanthawaddy. It is far in excess of the density of the Sagaing 
Division as a whole (only 33 pei^ons per square mile), and is higher 
than that of any other District of Upper Burma. Burmans have 
immigrated in considerable numbers from Mandalay, Myingyan, and 
Lower Chindwin Districts. More than 99 per cent, of the inhabitants 
speak Burmese, and all but 3 per cent, arc Buddhists.' 


Township, 

£: 

rt 

B . 
C'M 
«A 0 

K 

Number of 

Population. 

U 

KfJ 

§1 

Is- 

(S“ 

Fcrccntai'e of 
variation in 
population be- 
tween 1891 
and [901. 

Number of 
persons able to 
read and 
write. 

e 

h 

« 

Sagning . 

48.5 

I 

211 

77, 

160 

■1- 16 

21,362 

T.ad.vn . 

310 



46,661 

151 

■f 1 

12,074 

Myinmu . 

286 


86 


144 

+ 5 

O.-SSl 

Chaungu . , 

»?7 

• •• 

88 

3 i«.Jit 4 

187 

+ 10 

6,019 

Myaung . 

2 a 6 


79 

31.497 

12S 

+ 25 

7.018 

Ng.izun . 

.358 


169 


147 

+ 17 

U.21S 

District total 

1,862 

I 

790 

282,638 

152 

+ IS 

68,269 


The population is almost wholly Burmese, the Burman aggregate in 
1901 being 278,500 or 98 per cent, of the total. MusalmSns numbered 
1,800, and Hindus 930. Of these, 1,300 were Indians. Zairbadis are 
plentiful in Sagaing town, and in the interior of the District : as, for 
instance, at Ywathitgyi, a large village on the Irrawaddy about half- 
way between Sagaing and Myinrau, where communities of Musalman 
Burmans show no signs now of any Indian admixture. A large pro- 
portion of the non-immigrant Hindus are Ponnas or Manipuris, who 
have a quarter of their own in Sagaing town. The Census of 1901 
showed 163,785 persons directly dependent on agriculture, or only 
58 per cent, of the population, as compared with 66 per cent, for 
the Province as a whole. 

In igor there were 74S native Christians, most of them Roman 
Catholics, centred round the missions at Chaungu and Nabet, who are 
said to be descended from Portuguese and other prisoners captured at 
Syrian! in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. The American 
Baptist Union has a mission and church at Sagaing, but the number ol 
Baptist converts is not large. 

There is great diversity in the nature of the country as well as in the 
methods of cultivation, especially in the north-west, which presents 

Agriculture stretches of rice land dependent on the rainfall 

for its success. The Myinmu township consists 
chiefly of plateaux and undulating uplands. In the western half ol 
the Chaungu and in the Myaung township, in tlie wedge-shaped area 
formed by the junction of the Irrawaddy and Chindwin, largo tracts are 
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subject to yearly inundation, and the richest lands arc found here. 
The Ngazun township is dry and undulating, while to the south of Ava 
the country consists chiefly of level black cotton soil. 

Various distinct kinds of cultivation are carried on. Wet-season rice 
is grown on land falling into two separate categories : namely, land 
submerged by the annual rise of the river (je- 7 vhi-le), and larid beyond 
the reach of inundation {inogawig-le). In July and August nurseries 
are sown on the higher lands in the inundated tract, and when the 
river begins to fall after the highest rise the planting of the seedlings 
is taken in hand. In uninundated land nurseries are sown from the 
end of June through July, and are planted out in August and Septem- 
ber. The crops begin to ripen in November, and the harvest continues 
till after Christmas. Dry-season {mayiti) rice is grown wherever suffi- 
cient water remains in the hollows along the river bank when the 
floods have subsided. Nurseries are sown in December, planting out 
begins in January, and the crop is ready for reaping towards the end 
of April. * Dry ’ or ya cultivation is practised on the poorer kinds of 
uninundated land, and is mainly composed of three chief crops : sesa- 
mum, millet, and cotton. Early sesamum, a somewhat precarious 
crop, is grown but little. Late sesamum, on the other hand, is the 
most largely cultivated of all staples in the District, though the plant 
is delicate and is apt to suffer from lengthy drought towards the end of 
September and during October. Millet (Joivar), sown towards the 
end of July and throughout August, is ready for cutting by the end of 
January and till near the end of k'cbruary. It is cultivated almost as 
much for the sake of its stalk, which affords c.\cellent fodder for cattle, 
as for its grain, which is used for human consumption only in the 
jmorcst parts of the District. Cotton is sown after the early rains in 
May, and picking begins in October. Wheal, always of the bearded 
variety, is an important crop. It is grown in m//c, the level rich black 
soil of the .Sagaing and Tada-u townships, in November, and ripens 
about the beginning of March. The sane soil is suitable also for oats, 
linseed, gram, and other staples. 

Various miscellaneous crops are grown on alluvial and inundated 
land, and arc classified together under the head of kaing cultivation, 
'riicse are very numerous, the commonest being pulse of various kinds, 
such as gram, fegya, sadawpe, J>esc/on, and nia/Jie. The kattig lands 
arc ploughed up before the river rises, so that the moisture may 
penetrate as deep as possible. When the water falls and they are 
sufficiently dry again they are u.suallyhai rowed, and sowing commences 
in October. The harvest is gathered in March. Onions, tobacco, 
maize, chillies, sweet polaloe.s, and indigo are grown on these lands, 
but the areas under these crops arc small. 

The total area under cultivation was 372 square miles in 1891, 
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and 473 "itiiiarc miles in 1901. For 1903-4 il>c main agricultural 
stiilistics arc shown in the following table, the areas being in square 
miles 


1 Township. 

Total area. 

Caltivatf)!. 

Irrigaterl. 

8ag.iiiig . 

4 S 5 

*77 

>•30 

r.'uk-u 


"7 

4-37 

Mj’inmn . 

2SG 

120 

o.aG 

1 Clmungn . 


96 

1-76 

, Myaung ... 

246 

96 

0-17 

1 Ngazun . , . 


164 

i-Co 

j Total 

i,8r>: 

770 

1076 ' 


Sesamum covered aro and millet 1S4 square miles in 1903-4, while 
the comparatively small area of 148 srprare miles was under rice, 
1 9 square miles being dry-season rice. The greater part of the entire 
wheat crop of Burma is grown in this District, the area being 32 square 
miles ; peas in the same year covered 1 19, gram 17, and cotton about 
67 square miles. 'I’his last crop is grown for the most part in the 
'lada-u and Ngazun townships, on the high ground which extends into 
Meiktila and Myingyan Districts 5 and after Myingyan, Sagaing shows 
the largest cotton acreage in the Province. Gardens covered only 
1,100 acres in the neighbourhood of Sagaing town and the large villages 
of the District, and tobacco 2,500 acres. 

The cropped area is steadily and rapidly increasing in extent, its 
growth being only retarded temporarily by a bad season. The qualitj- 
of the cultivation is much the same as it has been from time immemo- 
rial, and the introduction of new kinds of seed is regarded by the 
Burman more as a curio.sity than anything else. Experiments with 
American tobacco, Egyptian cotton, and other non-indigcnoiis varieties 
of seed have been made, but none ha.s met with marked .success. 
Except in 1902-3 no agricultural loans have been advanced during 
the past few years to cultivators. 

There are no special breeds of cattle, except on a small stock farm 
at Myinniu, where Madias bulls have been placed for breeding pur- 
poses, though with little result. The ordinary Burmese bullocks and 
buffaloes are used for ploughing; and sheep and goats are bred in fair 
numbers, chiefly by Indians and Chinese, who buy in the District 
cheap and sell at a profit in Mandalay. Goats are freely used for 
milch purposes. Pony-breeding is not extensive. Stallions are kept 
here and there, their owners taking them round to adjacent villages, 
and letting them out on hire at fees ranging between lbs. 5 and Rs. 10! 
The ponies in Chaungu appear to be strong and hardy, and it is said 
that the iniiitai'y police detachment in Jlonywa buys most of its 
animals there. Pig-breeding Ls carried on in certain localities. Grazins 
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grounds arc sufficient for all requirements, and there is no difficulty 
in feeding the cattle. 

The only irrigation works of importance are tanks, mostly small. 
The chief arc the Kyaungbyu, Taeindc, Pyugan, and Obo-tamayit 
lank.s, all in the Sagaing township, the Kandaw tank in the Myinmu 
township, and the Kandaw-Kanhla in the Tada-u township. On the 
right bank of the Mu a powerful steam-pump was set up a few years 
ago by a European grantee to irrigate his grant, and the results are 
said to have been good. The total area irrigated in 1903-4 was dis- 
tributed as follows: from tanks, 3,400 acres; from wells, 2,100 acres; 
total, 6,900 acres, nearly all under rice. There are numerous fisheries 
in the neighbouriiood of the channels of the Irrawaddy and Chindwin. 
The most important are the Tande fishery in the Sagaing township 
near the Kaunghmudaw pagod.n, the Maungmagan fishery in the 
Sagaing township near Byedayaw village, the .Sindat-Gaungbo-Myitton 
fishery in the Sinbyugon circle of the Ngazun township, the 'J'wingya 
fishery in the Ngazun towmship, the Inmagyi-Komachaung fishery in 
the Myinmu town.ship, and the Taunggaw fishery in the Chaungii 
township. They are leased by auction, and produced a revenue of 
Rs. 58,700 in 1903-4. 

No forests are ‘ reserved ’ or protected in the District, but the timber- 
collecting stations at the mouth of the Mu and the Myintge are within 
its limits. On parts of the low-lying land are found stretches of timber 
growth the constituents of which have been enumerated under Botany. 
Except for cutch, however, they contain little of economic value. 

Limestone is extracted at the foot of the Sagaing hills, and is burnt 
in two villages, one on the outskirts of .Sagaing town and the other 
a few miles above Mingun on the river bank. The industr)' is not 
a thridng one, and the annual profits of a lime-burner nowadays are 
said to average only about Rs. 200. Copper has been found in small 
quantities in the Sagaing hills, but has never been systematically 
worked. Clay suitable for pottery and brick-making is found here and 
there, and in the Sagaing town.ship a little salt is produced. 

'I’here arc gold- and silversmiths at Sagaing, Ywataung, and AVachet. 
Brass-workers ply their trade in the same towns and a few of the larger 
villages, and convert sheets bought in the Mandalay 
bazar into spittoons, betel and lime boxes, drinking , J^^iSlons. 
cups, filters {yesit), bowls, and trays. The local 
blacksmiths obtain their iron in the bazars, and manufacture das, axes, 
pickaxes, scythes, ploughs, wheel-tires, and similar article.s. The 
shaping from local sandstone of kyaukjyins, the round flat stones used 
for grinding ihamika (a vegetable cosmetic), gives employment to 
a number of persons in Kyaukta village in the east of the Sagaing 
township. The finished articles are taken for the most part to Mandalay 
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and liquor. Among the chief centres of trade, besides Sagaing town, 
are Tada-u, through which most of the surplus produce of the middle 
of the Tada-u township passes on its way to the river ; and Kyauktalon 
and Ywathitgyi, river stations rfor the inland parts of the Ngazun and 
Sagaing townships. The produce from the Myaung and the south of 
the Chaungu township finds its exit to the river at Nagabaulc, in the 
extreme south-west corner of the District; that from the west of Chaungu 
chiefly at Amyin in the north-west, but most of the trade of these two 
townships passes through Chaungu and thence to Myinmu. The road 
from the latter town to Monywa has hitherto been the route of a con- 
siderable transit trade with the Chindwin. Probably the railway will 
now divert most of it via Sagaing. 

The Sagaing-Myitkyina railway, starting from the Irrawaddy bank 
at Sagaing town, runs northwards along the eastern edge of the Dis- 
trict for about 24 miles, having four stations within its limits. From 
the first of these, Ywataung, a branch leads off almost due west to the 
Chindwin, entering Lower Chindwin District near Chaungu, between 
50 and 60 miles from Sagaing. After leaving Ywataung it has ten 
stations in the District. A good deal of the interior of the District 
is thus brought into touch with both the Irrawaddy and the Chindwin. 
These two rivers are navigable for all traffic up to large river steamers, 
the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company providing bi-weekly communication 
on the Irrawaddy with all down-river ports, and daily communica- 
tion with places between Mandalay and Myingyan. The railway com- 
pany provides the steam ferry between Sagaing and Amarapura Shore, 
connecting the Myitkyina extension with the main railway system of 
Burma. Country boats go up the Panlaung, Myitnge, and Samon rivers 
into the interior of Mandalay and Kyaukse Districts, and in the rains 
the Mu river is navigable for light country traffic into Shwebo District. 
An old highway, called the Minlan, follows the Samon valley from Ava 
to the south, but is now falling into disuse. Since annexation a road 
has been made from Myinmu on the Irrawaddy to Monywa on the 
Chindwin. Minor roads are those from Myotha to Kyauktalon on the 
left bank of the Irrawaddy near Ngazun, affording access to the river 
from a fine cotton country ; from Chaungwa in the south-east towards 
Kyaukse, from Tada-u to Myotha, from Padu to Sadaung in the north- 
east, and from Ywathitgyi to Legyi near the centre of the District. 
Exclusive of the roads in Sagaing town, 263 miles of road are kept 
up, of which 65 miles are maintained from Provincial revenues and 
198 miles from the District fund. There are a number of ferries 
across the Irrawaddy and Chindwin. 

So much of its area is watered by the Irrawaddy and Chindwin, and 
is thus rendered in a measure independent of its rather meagre rainfall, 
that the District, as a whole, can be depended upon to produce 
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enough food as a general mle to prevent a famine. A drought, how- 
ever, is bound to occasion at least local scarcity ; and in 1891-2 it was 
Famine foi'^d necessary, owing to a failure of crops, to open 
relief works and speitd about Rs. 9,000 in helping 
the inhabitants of the afTcctcd tracts. Scarcity was threatened towards 
the end of 1903, but some opportune showers in September saved the 
situation. The District can never be wholly free from a calamity such 
as seemed imminent in 1903, but its communications, by both land 
and water, are so ample that the distress need never assume alarming 
proportions. 

For administrative purposes the District is divided into two subdivi- 
sions; Sagaing, comprising the Saoaing and Taim-u townships; 

Aj • -.a A- Myinmu, comprising the iMyinmu, Chaunou, 

Aamimstration. » .t ■ • 

AUNT., and Noazuk townships. 1 he su!)divisions 

and townships arc under the usual executive officers, assisted by 389 

village headmen, to 29 of whom have been given special criminal 

powers under the Upper Burma Village Regulation, and to 46 special 

civil powers under the .same enactment. At head-quarlens are a 

treasury officer, an ahnmun (in subordinate charge of the revenue), and 

a superintendent of land records, with a staff of 8 inspectors and 

80 surveyons. There arc no superior Forest and Public Work.s officer.s 

in the District, which forms a portion of the Mu Forest division and 

constitutes a subdivision of the Shwebo Public Works division. 

The subdivisional and township officers preside in the respective 
subdivisional and township courts (civil and criminal), but the Sagaing 
township officer is assisted in his civil duties by the head-quarters 
magistrate, who is ex-officio additional judge of the township court. 
Oime is of the ordinary type, and there is a good deal of litigation 
in the District. 

During the last years of Burmese rule the revenue consisted of tha- 
ihameda and a land tax at the rate of one-fourth of the gross produce, 
assessed hy thamadis (specially selected village elders), and paid in 
money at the market rate ; but the greater part of the lands were held 
by members of the royal family or by servants of the government, and 
were not assessed. At annexation the existing revenue system was con- 
tinued and applied to all state land, an exception being made in the 
case of certain untf/Hgan or religious lands which paid preferential rates 
of one-eighth or one-tenth of the gross produce. On non-state lands 
a water rate >vas levied on irrigated land only. Settlement operations 
were commenced in 1893 and completed in 1900, the rates proposed 
being first levied in the agricultural year 1903-4. On inundated land 
cold-season rice is now assessed at from Rs. 1-8 to Rs. 3-6 per acre 
ffiayiti (hot-season) rice at from R. 1 to Rs. 3, and crops (onions! 
beans, &c.) at from R. i to Rs. 5-4 per acre. Wheat iiays from 6 annas 
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on the most unfavourable (uplands) to Rs. 2-8 per acre on the best 
rice land, unirrigated rice from 6 annas to Rs. 2. Other crops on 
upland tracts are assessed at from 6 annas to Rs. 2-8. The rate for 
toddy-palm groves is Rs. 4, that for mixed orchards Rs. 8, and that 
for betel-vineyards Rs. 20 per acre. The rates on non-state land are 
generally three-fourths of those stated above, which are levied on state 
land. 

The following table shows the growth of the land revenue and total 
revenue since 1890-1, in thousands of rupees: — 



ifigo-i. 

tpOO-J. 

1903-4. 

Land revenue . 

Total revenue . 

67 

6.44 

1,01 

7.74 

5,^9 

9,48 


The increase in the land revenue between 1 900-1 and 1903-4 is 
due to the introduction of the acreage rates referred to above. The 
thathameda showed a corresponding decrease from Rs. 5,71,000 to 
Rs. 2,74,200. 

The District fund, for the provision of roads and other local needs, 
had an income of Rs. 53,000 in 1903-4, the chief item of expenditure 
being Rs. 47,000 on public works. Sagaing is the only municipality. 

The two subdivisions are each in charge of an inspector of police, 
and there arc 10 police stations and 5 outposts in the District. The 
civil force consists of 4 inspectors, 9 head constables, 28 sergeants, and 
296 rank and file, including 23 mounted men. The military police, 
who belong to the Shwebo battalion, number 85. There are no jails 
or reformatories. Prisoners are sent on conviction to the Mandalay 
Central jail, and those under trial are kept in a lock-up close to the 
courthouse. 

The proportion of persons able to read and write to the total popula- 
tion of the District in 1901 was 48 per cent, in the case of males, and 
3 per cent, in that of females, or 24 per cent, for both sexes together ; 
but the educational standard is really higher than these figures would 
appear to show. The j>ongyis of Sagaing are as a whole exceptionally 
enlightened and progressive, and many of the lay schools are above the 
average. The total number of pupils was 7,254 in 1890-1, 12,672 in 
1900-1, and 12,665 in 1903-4, including 1,421 girls. In the last year 
there were 10 special, 7 secondary, 147 primary, and 987 elementary 
(private) institutions. The more notable institutions are the municipal 
Anglo-vernacular school in Sagaing town, now maintained by Govern- 
ment, and the vernacular secondary schools in Sagaing town and at 
Sungyet, Allagappa, and Myotha. The total expenditure on education 
in 1903-4 was Rs. 18,400, to which Provincial funds contributed 
Rs. 16,100, municipal funds Rs. 2,300, and fees Rs. 2,100. 
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Four hospitals arc maintained from public funds and two dispensaries 
by the railway company. The former have accommodation for 88 in- 
patients. In 1903 the number of cases treated was 22,270, including 
703 in-patients, and 430 operations were performed. The total income 
of the four hospitals was Rs. 10,700, towards which municipal funds 
contributed Rs. 5,000, Provincial funds Rs. 5,100, and subscriptions 
Rs. 6,000. 

Vaccination is compulsory only within the limits of the municipality 
of Sagaing. In 1903-4 the number of successful operations was 8,207, 
representing 28 per 1,000 of the population. Vaccination is popular, 
and no opposition is met with in the rural areas, 

[L. M. Parlett, Set//eme/ii Report (1^02).] 

Sagaing Subdivision. — Subdivision of Sagaing IJiblrict, Upper 
Burma, containing the Sagaing and Tada-u townships. 

Sagaing Township. — Township of Sagaing District, Upper Burma, 
between the bend of the Irrawaddy on the east and the Mu river on 
the west. It lies between 21® 50' and 22° 15' N. and 95° 38' and 96° 
4' E., with an area of 485 square miles. The township is level through- 
out, save for a fringe of low hills running parallel to the Irrawaddy 
up its eastern edge. The population was 66,989 in 1891, and 77,578 
in rgoi, distributed in one town, Sagaing (population, 9,643), the 
head-quarters, and 21 1 villages. The area cultivated in 1903-4 was 
177 square miles, and the land revenue and thathameda amounted to 
Rs. 1,97,500. 

Sagaing Town. — Head-quarters of the Division and District of 
the same name in Upper Burma, picturesquely situated in 21® 54' N. 
and 96° E., opposite Araarapura on the right bank of the Irrawaddy, at 
the sweeping curve of that river, as it changes its course from south to 
west. The bank here is high, and the town, embowered in tamarind- 
trees, is unusually healthy. The civil station occupies the southern 
portion of the river front. The native quarters lie to the south, north, 
and north-west of the European quarter ; and on the foreshore in the 
north-east comer of the town are the railway station and the steamer 
ghat, whence communication is established with the Amarapura side of 
the river by a steam ferry. North of the railway station again stretches 
a long range of arid hills covered with pagodas and monasteries, which 
follows the Irrawaddy along its western bank as far as the north-eastern 
angle of the District. There is a good road along the river front from 
the railway station to the Commissioner’s residence, and most of the 
main roads of the town run parallel to or at right angles to it. 

The population of Sagaing town was 9,934 in 1891 and 9,643 in 
1901, and included in the latter year 670 Musalmans and 2x8 Hindus, 
In addition to a fairly large Indian population, the town contains a 
good many Ponnas or Manipuris, who live in a quarter of their own. 
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It is a fairly thriving industrial centre, and is well-known for its silk- 
weaving. 

Sagaing (or Sit-kaing, ‘ the branch of a sit tree ’) dates as a capital 
from A.D. 1315, when Athin Khaya made himself independent of the 
Shan kingdom of Pinya. In 1364 Athin Khaya's grandson, Thadomin- 
paya, founded the kingdom of Ava, and Sagaing was destroyed by the 
Shans. It was at Sagaing that the Manipuri invasion of 1733 was 
checked ; but the town did not again become a capital till 1760, when 
a city, with a circumference of 2 miles, was built by Naungdawgyi, the 
eldest son of Alaungpaya, only to lapse into comparative insignificance 
on his death. The old city lies to the north of the present town, north 
of the Zingyan creek and east of the Sigongyi pagoda. An attempt 
was made by the Burman garrisons of .Sagaing to slop the British 
flotilla ascending the Irrawaddy in the 1885 expedition : but the forts, 
being inadequately defended on the land side, were soon captured. 

Sagaing was constituted a municipality in 1888. The municipal 
income and expenditure during the ten years ending 1901 averaged 
Rs. 27,000. In 1903-4 the income was' Rs. 35,700, including 
Rs. 14,700 from the bazars and Rs. 3,800 house and land tax ; and the 
expenditure was Rs. 36,000, the chief items being conservancy 
(Rs. 6,600), hospital (Rs. 5,500), roads (Rs. 3,900), and lighting 
(Rs. 2,900). 1 'he municipality owns a large and a small bazar, and 
supports a hospital with 64 beds. There is an Anglo-vernacular school 
at Sagaing, maintained till recently by the municipality at a cost of 
Rs. 2,300 annually. It is now maintained by Government. 

Sagar. — District, tahsU^ and town in the Central Provinces. See 
Saugor. 

Sagar Taluk.— Western Wuk of Shimoga District, Mysore, lying 
between 13“ 51' and 14® 20' N. and 74® 38' and 75® 18' E., with an 
area of 666 square miles. The population in 1901 was 56,818, com- 
pared with 58,999 in r8gr. The taluk contains one town, Sagar 
(population, 3,103), the head-quarters, and 245 villages. The land 
revenue demand in 1903-4 was Rs. 1,71,000. The west and great 
part of the north and south are bounded by the Western Gh.its, from 
which a ridge crosses the taluk from west to east. The extreme west is 
not more than 8 miles from the sea. Devarkonda and Govardhangiri 
are the principal heights. The Sharavati flows through the middle in 
a north-Avesterly direction, receiving the Yenne-holc at the frontier, where 
it turns west, forming the celebrated Gersoppa Falls, and continuing 
along the boundary. The Varada rises in the north-east .and flows out 
north. The whole taluk is considered Malnad, but the south-west and 
north-east, separated mostly by the Shanavati, differ a good deal. In 
the former the rice-fields bear a double crop annually, but the areca, 
pepper, and cardamom gardens arc somewhat inferior. This tract 
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presents the appearance of a rolling stretch of bare hill-tops, with their 
sides and valleys densely wooded. The scenery is surpassingly beauti- 
ful, and the climate cool and pleasant even in the hottest season. The 
people live in scattered homesteads, and there are no villages with a 
collection of houses. The other parts of the faluk are more level and 
open, but the climate is not so good. Only one crop of rice is raised 
in the year, but the gardens are remarkably fine. As a rule the people 
live in villages, but there arc many scattered homesteads, especially in 
the south-west. Except the great Hinni forest, south of the Gersoppa 
Falls, the remainder are chiefly kans or tracts of evergreen forest con- 
taining self-sown pepper. Towards the south the forest is in patches, 
very dense inside but suddenly opening on bare spots containing 
nothing but grass. This is due to laterite, on which trees refuse to 
grow. The demand for leaf-manure for the gardens is ruining the 
forests, as they are mercilessly stripped for the purpose. The soil in 
the kans i.s rich and deep, but in mo.st of the taluk it is hard and 
shallow, with much laterite. * Dry crops ' are of no importance, but 
rice is largely exported by the rj'ots to Gersoppa by the Govardhangiri 
and Hinni ghats, that of the south being sent to Bhatkala or Baidflr. 
Areca-nuts are sent towards Bcllary, and also to Walajapet and Birur. 
Cardamoms and pepper go to the Kanara and Dhar\var markets. 

Sagar Island. — Island at the mouth of the Hooghly river in the 
Twenty-four Parganas District of Bengal, lying between 21“ 36' and 
21° 56' N. and 88° 2' and 88° 1 1' E. The name means ‘ the sea,’ and 
situated, as it is, at the point where the holy Ganges once mingled its 
waters with the Bay, the island is regarded as peculiarly sacred. It is 
the scene of a great annual bathing festival, where thousands of 
pilgrims congregate from all parts of India to wash away their sins. A 
good deal of business takes place in articles from Calcutta, such as 
mats and stoneware. Much progress has been made of recent years in 
the reclamation of the island, the north part of which is now well 
cultivated : but the south is still dense jungle. The cyclone of 1864 
caused enormous destruction and loss of life, and only 1,500 out of 
a population of 5,600 survived the catastrophe. There is a lighthouse 
on the island. 

Sagar To'VJXi.—Jagir town in the Shahpur taluk of Gulbarga 
District, Hyderabad State, situated in 16° 37' N. and 76° 48' E., 
6 miles south of Shahpur town. Population (1901), 5,445. 'Z'wo 
large tanks and the shrine of Sufi Sarmast, a Musalman saint, lie close 
to the town. 

Sagauli.— Village in the head-quarters subdivision of Champaran 
District, Bengal, situated in 26° 47' N. and 84° 45' E., on the road to 
Nepal. Population (igoi), 5,611. In the Mutiny of 1857, the 
12th Regiment of Irregular Horse, which was stationed here, mutinied 
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and massacred the commandant, Major Holmes, his wife and children, 
and all the Europeans in the cantonment. 

Sagr!.— North-eastern tahsiloi Azamgarh District, United Provinces, 
comprising up to 1904 the parganas of Gopalpur, SagrI, GhosT, and 
Natthupur, and lying between 26^* i' and 26® 19' N. and 83° 4' and 
83® 52' E., with an area of 589 square miles. In October, 1904, the 
two last-named parganas were transferred to the new Ghosi Tahsil, and 
a number of villages were transferred from Gorakhpur District, making 
the new area 345 square miles. Population fell from 469,817 in 1891 
to 421,740 in r90T, the population of the area as now constituted 
being 234,872. There are now 755 villages and one town, Maharajganj 
(population, 2,192). The demand for land revenue in 1903-4 was 
Rs. 4,32,000, and for cesses Rs. 72,000; but the figures for the area as 
now constituted are Rs. 2,40,000 and Rs. 39,000 respectively. The 
density of population of the reduced iahsil is 681 persons per square 
mile, considerably below the District average. The tahstl lies south of 
the Gogra and is chiefly drained by the Chhot! Sarju. The greater 
part of the area is upland, but along the Gogra and Chhod Sarju are 
large stretches of alluvial soil called kachhar. In 1899-1900, 327 
square miles of the old area were under cultivation, of which 2:8 were 
irrigated, wells being the chief source of supply. 

Sagu.— South-eastern township of Minbu District, Upper Burma, 
lying along the Irrawaddy, between 19® 53' and 20® 23' N. and 94® 30' 
and 95® 2' E., with an area of 542 square miles, which comprises 
a stretch of dry undulating country round the town of Minbu. The 
eastern part of the township is irrigated by the Man river canal system, 
which is being extended. The population was 43,659 in 1891, and 
57,699 in i9or, distributed in one town, Minbu (population, 5,780), 
the head-quarters of the District, and 197 villages, Sagu (4,294), on 
the Man river, being the township head-quarters. The area cultivated 
in 1903-4 was 105 square mile.s, and the land revenue and thathameda 
amounted to Rs. 1,57,000. 

Saharanpur District. — District in the Meerut Division of the 
United Provinces, lying between 29° 34' and 30® 24' N. and 77® 7' 
and 78® 12' E., with an area of 2,228 square miles. It is bounded on 
the north by the Siwalik Hills, which separate it from Dehra Dun Dis- 
trict ; on the east by the Ganges, dividing it from Bijnor District ; on 
the south by Muzaffarnagar District; and on the west by the river 
Jumna, separating it from the Punj,ab Districts of Karnal and Arabala. 
Saharanpur forms the most northerly portion of the Doab or alluvial 
plain between the Ganges and Jumna. On its northern boundary the 
Siwaliks rise abruptly, pierced by several passes and crowned by jagged 
summits which often assume the most fantastic shapes. At their base 
stretches a wild submontane tract (ghdr) overgrown with forest or 
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jungle, and scored by the rocky beds of innumerable mountain streams 
[yaoi). South of this forest belt lic^ tlie plain, an elevated upland 
. tract flanked on both sides by the broad alluvial 

assets. ph'n’ns which form the valleys of the Jumna and 

Ganges. Besides the two great rivers there arc many 
smaller streams. Excluding arms of the Jumna and Ganges, these fall 
into two classes : those which arc formed by the junction of the torrent 
beds issuing from the Siwiiliks, and those which rise in various depres- 
sions and swamps. 1'hough the rat>s are .sometimes dry during the 
greater pjiri of the yciir, their channels lower down gradually a.ssume 
the form of rivers, and contain water even in the hot season. Chief 
among these rivers m.iy be mentioned the Hindan, which rises in the 
centre of the Siw 5 liks and after crossing several Districts joins the 
Jumna ; and the Soi.anj, lying farther to the ca.si and falling into the 
Ganges in Muzafliirnagar DLstrict. 

Tfie geology of the .*5nvAi.iKS has been dealt with in the description 
of those hills, 'rhey consist of three main divisions; (i) the upper 
Siw.‘dik conglomerates, sands, and clays ; (2) the middle Siwalik sand- 
rock ; and (3) the lower Siwalik or Nahan sandstone. The middle and 
upper rock stages have yielded a magnificent scries of fossils, chiefly 
mammalian’. The ghar or belt below the SiwSliks consists of debris 
from the hills with a shallow light soil resting on houldcrs. The pre- 
vailing soil in the plain i.s a productive loam, which stiflens into clay in 
depressions, while along the crests of .slopes it merges into sand. 

The natural Horn of the District forms two groups; the luxuriant 
tropical forest trees and plants of the Siw.alik slopes, and the products 
of the plain.s which resemble those of other District.^. 'I’hc botanical 
gardens at Saharanpur form an important centre for the distribution 
of plants, and are also the head-quarters of the Botanical Survey of 
Northern India. The District is noted for the production of excel- 
lent fruit of European varietie.s, especially peaches. 

Tigers are still fairly numerous in the Siwalik and submontane forests, 
.ind arc found more rarely in the Ganges hhadar. Leopards, wolves, 
.and wild hog arc common, and the lyn.x, hyena, and sloth bear are also 
found. Wild elephants occur in the Siwiiliks. Deer of various sorts, 
the savihar or jarau, chUa! or spotted deer, kSkar or barking-deer, and 
parha or hog deer arc also found, while the four-homed antelope and 
the giiral haunt the Siwaliks. The ktfraH and cobra are the common- 
est poisonous snakes, while the Siwiilik python grows to an immense 
size. The mahseer aflbrds good sport in the Ganges and Jumna, and 
in the c.anals, and other kinds of fish are common. 

The climate is the same as that of the United Provinces generally, 

' Falconer ami Caiitley, Fama AtUiqua Shvlenth • I.v»leUer ami Foote, /Wur- 
pnlohgia Ittdica, -series X. 
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modified by the northern position of the District and the cool breezes 
from the neighbouring hills. The cold season arrives earlier, and lasts 
longer, than in the lower Districts j but the summer months are tropical 
in their extreme heat. The tract at the foot of the hills was very 
unhealthy before the jungle was cleared ; but the climate is now 
comparatively good, except in the actual forest, which is still malarious 
during and immediately after the rains. Fever is common throughout 
the District. 

The rainfall varies in different parts of the District and is heaviest 
near the hills, where no recording station exists. The annual average 
for the whole District is about 37 inches ; but it ranges from 33 inches 
at Nakur in the south-west to 43 at Roorkee in the north-east. 

The portion of the Doab in which Saharanpur is situated was probably 
one of the first regions of Upper India occupied by the Aryan colonists, 
as they spread eastward from their original settlement Hjstoiy 
in theTunjab. But the legends of the Mahabharata 
centre around the city of Hastinapur, in the neighbouring District of 
Meerut; and it is not till the fourteenth century of our era that we 
learn any historical details with regard to Saharanpur itself. The town 
was founded in the reign of Muhammad bin Tughlak, about the year 
1340, and derived its name from a Musalman saint, Shah Haran ChishtI, 
whose shrine is still an object of attraction to Muhammadan devotees. 

At the close of the fourteenth century the surrounding country was 
exposed to the ravages of Timur, who passed through Saharanpur on 
his return from the sack of Delhi, and subjected the inhabitants to all 
the horrors of a Mongol invasion. In 1414 the tract was conferred by 
Sultan Saiyid Khizr Khan on Saiyid Salim ; and in 1526 Babar marched 
across it on his way to Panlpat. A few Mughal colonies still trace their 
origin to his followers. A year later the town of Gangoh was founded 
by the zealous missionary, Abdul Kuddus, whose efforts were the means 
of converting to the faith of Islam many of his Rajput and Gujar neigh- 
bours. His descendants ruled the District until the reign of Akbar, 
and were very influential in strengthening the Musalman element by 
their constant zeal in proselytizing. During the Augustan age of the 
Mughal empire Saharanpur was a favourite summer. resort of the court 
and the nobles, who were attracted alike by the coolness of its climate 
and the facilities which it offered for sport. The famous emprep, Nur 
Mahal, the consort of Jahangir, had a palace in the village which still 
perpetuates her memory by its name of Niirnagar ; and under Sha 
Jahan the-royal hunting seat of Badshah Mahal was erected by A I 
Mardan Khan, the projector of the Eastern Jumna Canal. 'The cana 
was permitted to fall into disuse during the long decline of the ug a 
empire, and it was never of much practical utility until the establish- 
ment of British rule. 
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After the death of Aurangzeb, this region suffered, like the rest of 
Upper India, from the constant inroads of warlike tribes and the 
domestic feuds of its own princes. The first incursion of the Sikhs 
took place in 1709, under the weakened hold of Bahadur Shah; and 
for eight successive years their wild hordes kept pouring ceaselessly into 
the Doab, repulsed time after time, yet ever returning in greater num- 
bers, to massacre the hated Muhammadans and turn their territo^ into 
a wilderness. The Sikhs did not even confine their barbarities to their 
Musalman foes, but murdered and pillaged the Hindu community with 
equal violence. In 1716, however, the Mughal court mustered strength 
enough to repel the invaders for a time ; and it was not until the utter 
decay of all authority that the Sikhs once more appeared upon the scene. 

Meanwhile the Upper Doab passed into the hands of the Saiyid 
brothers of Barha, whose rule was more intimately connected with the 
neighbouring District of Muzaffarnagar. On their fall in 1721 their 
possessions were conferred upon various favourites in turn, until, in 
1754, they were granted by Ahmad Shah Durrani to Najib Khan, 
a Rohilla leader, as a reward for his services at the battle of Kotila. 
This energetic ruler made the best of his advantages, and before his 
death (1770) had extended his dominions to the north of the Siwaliks 
on one side, and as far as Meerut on the other. But the close of his 
rule was disturbed by incursions of the two great aggressive races from 
opposite quarters, the Sikhs and the MarathSs. Najib Khan handed 
“down his authority to his son, Zabita Kh 9 n, who at first revolted from 
the feeble court of Delhi, but on being conquered by Maratha aid 
was glad to receive back his fief through the kind offices of his former 
enemies, then supreme in the councils of the empire. During the 
remainder of his life, Zabita Khan was continually engaged in repelling 
the attacks of the Sikhs, who could never forgive him for his recon- 
ciliation with the imperial party. Under his son, Ghulam Kadir (1785), 
the District enjoyed comparative tranquillity. The Sikhs ■were firmly 
held in check, and a strong government was established over the native 
chieftains. 

But upon the death of its last Rohilla prince, who blinded the 
emperor Shah Alam II, and was mutilated and killed by Sindhia in 
1788, the country fell into the hands of the Marathas, and remained 
in their possession until the British conquest. Their rule was very 
precarious, owing to the perpetual raids made by the Sikhs; and they 
were at one time compelled to call in the aid of George Thomas, the 
daring military adventurer, who afterwards established an independent 
government in Hariana. The country remained practically in tlie hands 
of the Sikhs, who levied blackmail under the pretence of collecting 
revenue. 

After the fall of Aligarh and the capture of Delhi (1803), a British 
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force was dispatched to reduce Saharanpur. Here, for a time, a double 
warfare was kept up against the Marathas on one side and the Sikhs on 
the other. The latter were defeated in the indecisive battle of Charaon 
(November 24, 1804), but still continued their irregular raids for some 
years. Organization, however, was quietly pushed forward; and the 
District enjoyed a short season of comparative tranquillity, until the 
death of the largest landowner, Ram Dayal Singh, in 1813. The re- 
sumption of his immense estates gave rise to a Gujar revolt, which 
was put down before it had assumed serious dimensions. A more 
dangerous disturbance took place in 1824. A confederacy on a large 
scale was planned among the native chiefs, and a rising of the whole 
Doab might have occurred had not the premature eagerness of the 
rebels disclosed their designs. As it was, the revolt was only sup- 
pressed by a sanguinary battle, which ended in the total defeat of the 
insurgents and the fall of their ringleaders. 

From that period till the Mutiny no events of importance disturbed 
the quiet course of civil administration in Saharanpur, News of the 
rising at Meerut was received early in May, 1857, and the European 
women and children were immediately dispatched to the hills. 
Measures were taken for the defence of the city, and a' garrison of 
European civil servants established themselves in the Magistrate’s 
house. The District soon broke out into irregular rebellion ; but the 
turbulent spirit showed itself rather in the form of internecine quarrels 
among the native leaders than of any settled opposition to British 
government. Old feuds sprang up anew; villages returned to their 
ancient enmities ; bankers were robbed, and money-lenders pillaged ; 
yet the local officers continued to exercise many of their functions, and 
to punish the chief oiTcndcrs by ordinary legal process. On the 2nd of 
June a portion of the native infantry' at Saharanpur city mutinied and 
fired upon their officers, but without effect. Shortly afterwards a small 
body of Gurkhas arrived, by whose assistance order was partially 
restored. As early as December, 1857, it was found practicable to 
proceed with the regular assessment of the District, and the population 
appeared to be civil and respectful. In, fact-— thanks to the energy of 
its District officers— the Mutiny in Saharanpur was merely an outbreak 
of the old predatory anarchy, which had not yet been extirpated by our 
industrial rc^gime. 

When the Eastern Jumna Canal was being excavated in 1834 the 
site of an old town was discovered, 17 feet below the surface, at Behat, 
18 miles from Saharanpur city'. Coins and other remains prove its 
occupation in the Buddhist period. The three towns of Hardwar, 
Kankhal, and Mayapur on the Ganges have been sacred places of the 
Hindus for countless j'ears. Muhammadan rule is commemorated by 
' Journal^ Asiatic Society of Jicngat, vol. iii, pp. 43 
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tombs and mosques at several places, among which may be mentioned 
Manglaur, Gangoh, and Faizabad. Sarsawa is an ancient town, 
with a lofty mound, once a strong brick fort. The District contains 
two celebrated Muhammadan shrines; that of Piran Kaliar, a few 
miles from Roorkee; and the birthplace of Guga or Zahir Pir, at 
Sarsawa. Both are also reverenced by Hindus, and the cult of the 
latter is popular throughout Northern India. 

In 1901 there were 18 towns and 1,628 villages. The population at 
each Census in the last thirty years has been : (1872) 884,017, (1881) 
« 979.544. (1891) 1,001,280, and (1901) 1,045,230. 

® ° ■ The District is divided into four Saharan- 

PUR, Deoband, Roorkee, and Nakur — the head-quarters of each 
bearing the same name. The chief towms are the municipalities of 
Saharanpur, the head-quarters of the District, Hardwar, and 
Deoband. The following table shows the principal statistics of the 
District in 1901 ; — 
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Hindus form 65 per cent, of the total, and Muhammadans 34 per 
cent,, the latter being a very high proportion, peculiar to the northern 
part of the plains. The District supports 469 persons per square mile, 
and the density is thus slightly higher than the average of the Prorinces 
(44s). Between 1891 and 1901 the population increased by 4-4 per 
cent, the famine of 1896-7 having had little effect. The principal 
language is Western Hindi, w'hich is spoken by more than 99 per cent 
The most numerous Hindu caste is that of the Chamars (leather- 
workers and labourers), 204,000. Brahmans number 43,000 ; Rajputs, 
46,000,' and Banias, 28,000. Money-lenders have acquired a very large 
share in the land of the District. The best cultivating castes are the 
Jats (15,000), Malls (28,000), SainTs (16,000), and Tagas (15,000); 
while the Gujars, who are graziers as well as cultivators and land- 
holders, number 51,000. Kahars (41,000) are labourers, ^fl7>5j-bearers, 
and fishermen. Among^castes not found in all parts of the Provinces 
may be mentioned the Tagas, who claim to be Brahmans ; the Sainis, 
Gujars, Jats, and Kambohs (3,000), who inhabit only the western 
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Districts; and the Banjaras (6,000), who chiefly belong to the sub- 
montane tract. The criminal tribes, HabOras (824) and Sansias (585), 
are comparatively numerous in this District. A very large proportion 
of the Muhammadan population consists of the descendants of converts 
from Hinduism. The three tribes of purest descent are : Saiyids, 8,000 j 
Mughals, 2,000; and Pathans, 16,000. Shaikhs, who often include 
converts, number 28,000. On the other hand, Muhammadan Rajputs 
number 23,000 and Gujars, 20,000 ; Telis (oil-pressers and labourers), 
49,000; Julahas (weavers), 45,000; and Garas, 4SiOoo; while the 
number of the lower artisan castes professing Islam is also consider- 
able. Garas and Jhojhas (12,000) are peculiar to the west of the 
Provinces. The proportion of agriculturists (44 per cent.) is low, 
owing to the large number of landless labourers (14 per cent.) and 
artisans. Cotton weavers form 4 per cent, of the total population. 

Out of 1,617 native Christians in 1901, more than 1,100 were 
Methodists, 200 were Anglicans, 250 Presbyterians, and 53 Roman 
Catholics. The American Presbyterian Mission commenced work in 
183s, the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 1855, and the 
American Methodist Episcopal Mission in 1874. 

Excluding the jungle tracts immediately under the SiwSliks, the 
District may be divided into two main tracts: the upland.s in the 
centre, and the low-lying land or kMdar on the banks 
of the great rivers. A feature of even greater impor- 
tance IS the possibility of canal-irrigation, and generally speakinsr it 
njaybe ^d te culdvaUon fe most careM where irngatat a™" 
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The great features in the agriculture of the District are the enormous 
extension of rice cultivation, especially in the Nakur, Deoband, and 
Roorkee taMk\ and the increasing area under the more valuable 
crops — wheat, barley, and sugar-cane. The area under cotton fluc- 
tuates, but is not increasing. Very small amounts arc ordinarily 
advanced under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act. Between 1891 and 
1903 the total advances amounted to half a lakh, but Rs. 34,000 of 
this was lent in the famine year 1896-7. Advances under the Land 
Improvement Loans Act are still smaller. Much has been done to 
improve the drainage, especially in the Jumna and Ganges hhMars^ by 
straightening and embanking streams. In 1880 a new branch of the 
Ganges Canal was opened, which serves the Deoband tah^l. 

There is no local breed of cattle, and the animals used are either 
imported, or of the inferior type common in the Provinces. The breed 
of horses in the south of the District was formerly good, and in 1842 
a stud farm was opened at Saharanpur city. For many years there 
was a considerable sale of horses at the Hardwar fair; but this has 
almost ceased, and the Saharanpur farm is now a dep6t for training 
imported remounts. Government stallions are, however, maintained 
at several places in the District. Mule-breeding has been tried, and 
there are several donkey stallions; but the operations have not been 
very successful. 

Of the total area under cultivation in 1903-4, the area irrigated from 
canals was 201 square miles, or 15 per cent. Wells irrigated 75 square 
miles, and other sources g. The canal-irrigation is supplied by the 
Eastern Jumna and Upper Ganges Canals, both of which start in 
this District. The former irrigates about 130 square miles in the 
Nakur, Deoband, and Saharanpur tahsth ; and the latter about 75 
square miles in Deoband, Saharanpur, and Roorkee. Well-irrigation 
is important only in NakQr. Up to 1880 the area irrigated from the 
Ganges Canal in this District was small, but the construction of 
the Deoband branch between 1878 and 1880 has enabled a larger area 
to be watered. There is a striking difference in the methods of irriga- 
tion from wells. East of the Hindan water is raised in a leathern 
bucket, as in most parts of the Provinces, ■while to the west the Persian 
wheel is used. 

The total area of the forests is 295 square miles. Most of this area 
is situated on the slopes of the Siwaliks or in the tract along the foot 
of the hills ; but there are also Reserves on the islands in the Ganges 
below Hardwar, and in the centre of the Roorkee iahal south of 
Hardwar, The forests on the hills, with an area of nearly 200 square 
miles, are chiefly of value as grating and fuel reserves and as a pro- 
tection against erosion ; but in the submontane tract sal timber may 
in time become valuable. In 1903-4 the total forest revenue was 
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Rs. 45>ooo> of which Rs. i j,ooo was derived from timber and bamboos, 
the other receipts being chiefly for firewood, cliarcoal, grazing, and 
minor products. 

The mineral products are insignificant. In the middle and southern 
portions, fianhar or nodular limestone is obtained a few feel below 
the surface, and block kankar is occasionally found. 'I'o the north the 
substratum consists of shingle and boiilder.s, gradually giving place to 
sandstone, which appears at the surface in the Mohan pass. Stone 
hard enough for building purposes is scarce, and Sir Proby Cautley was 
obliged to use brick largely in the magnificent works on 'the upper 
cour.se of the Ganges Canal, 'flic houses at Hardwar and Kankhal 
arc often constructed of pieces of stone carefully selected ; but the 
quantity obtained is not large enough to defray the expense of carriage 
to a long distance, and Imilding stone is generally obtained from Agra. 

The most important indigenous industry is that of cotton-weaving, 
which supports 46,000 persons, or 4 per cent, of the population. Next 
to this coiiie.*> wood-can‘ing, which is verj* flourishing, 
though the increased demand has led to a deteriora- communlcat^ns 
lion in style and finish. Less important industries 
are cloth-dyeing and printing, cane and woodwork, and glass-blowing 
in country gla.ss. In 1903 there were two cotton-ginning and pressing 
factorici!, one rice-mill, anti an indigo factory. I'hcre arc also five 
Government factories of some importance ; namely, the Norlh-M’cstcrn 
Railway workshops at .Sahiiranpur city, the Canal foundry, the Sappers 
and Aliners workshoj).s, and the 'Pbomason College Press and work- 
shops, the last four being all at Roorkec. 

The opening of new railways has greatly developed trade ; and the 
District docs a large export business with the Punjab and Karachi by 
the North-Western Railway, with Bombay via GhaziabJid, and with 
CalcutUi by the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway. Wheat and oilseeds 
arc the articles most largely exported, and .salt, metals, and piece-goods 
the chief imports. 

The first railway o[)cncd was the North-Western Railway in 1869, 
which enters the District at the middle of the southern boundary and 
passes north-west through Sahiiranpur city. In 1886 the Oudh and 
Rohilkhand Railway main line was extended through Roorkec to 
Sahiiranpur, its terminus, and a brunch line was opened from Laksar 
to Hardwar, the great pilgrim centre. The latter was extended by the 
Hardwar-Dehra (Company) line in 1900, and now conveys the whole 
of the passenger and most of the goods traffic to the hill station of 
Mussoorie. A light railway is being constructed from Shiihdara, in 
Meerut District, to Saharanpur. 

The total length of metalled roads is nr miles, and of unmetalled 
roads 415 miles. Except 98 miles of metalled roads, the whole of 



376 


SAIIARANPUR DISTRICT 


these arc maintained from Local funds. There arc avenues of trees 
along 176 miles. From Saharanpur two roads lead north across the 
Siwaliks and the valley of the Dfln. The road to Chakuata is still 
a military route, though maintained by the civil authorities, but that to 
Dehra has lost its importiince. The old road from the Doab to the 
Punjab runs alongside the North-Western Railway, which has largely 
superseded it. The Jumna and Ganges hhadar are not well supplied 
with roads, but the latter is generally accessible from the Oudh and 
Rohilkhand Railway. The Forest department maintains a road along 
the foot of the Siwaliks, and there are good roads along the canal 
banks. 'I’hc Ganges Canal is navigable, and carries timber and 
bamboos to Meerut, but the Jumna Canal has no navigable channels. 

Saharanpur has suffered from famine, but not so severely as the 
Districts south of it. Remissions of revenue were made in 1837-8. 


. In 1860-1 work M‘as provided on a road from Roorkee 
Famine. Dehra, at a cost of 2^ lakhs, besides an expendi- 
ture of Rs. 59,000 on other relief. It was noted, however, that the 
great canals had mitigated the scarcity, and there was an average 
spiing crop in iwo-fifihs of the District. In 1868 and 1877 the failure 
of the rains caused distress, but it was not so marked as in other 
Districts. During 1896-7, when famine raged elsewhere, the high 
prices of grain caused exceptional prosperity to agriculturists in the 
tracts protected by canals and wells ; and though lest works were 
opened, no workers came to them. 

The District is divided into four tahslh and fifteen pargixms, 'I'he 
Roorkee iahiil forms a .subdivision usually in charge of a Joint-Magis- 
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tmte residing at Roorkee, assisted by a Deputy- 
Collector. A taJmldar is .stationed at the head- 


quarters of each The remaining members of the District staff 

— namely, the Collector, three Assistants with full powers, and one 
Assistant with less than full powers— reside at Saharanpur. There arc 


also officers of the Canal department. 

The talinU of Saharanpur and Nakfir arc in the jurisdiction of the 
Munsif of Saharanpur, and the rest of the District under the Munsif of 
Deoband. There are also a Subordinate Judge and one Assistant 
Judge. Civil appeals from Dehra DOn District (except the Chakrata 
iahstf), and also from the District of Muaiffarnagar, lie to the District 
Judge of Saharanpur, who likewise sits as Sessions Judge for the three 
Districts, Crime is of the ordinary nature. Cattle-theft is more than 
usually common, owing to the number of GQjars, who are notorious 
cattle-lifters. Infanticide was formerly very prevalent ; but the number 
of families proclaimed has fallen considerably, and the annual cost of 
special police is now only Rs. 600, as compared with Rs. 4,000 in 1874. 

The District was acquired in 1803 and at first formed part of a large 
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area called Saliaiutipiir, which also included Miizaflirnagar and part 
of Meerut. This was divided into a northern and soutliern part. The 
District as it exists at present was formed in 1826. At annexation 
a large portion of it was lield at a fixed revenue by a few powerful 
chiefs, whose occupation dated from the troubled times of Rohilla and 
JIaratha government; and thc.se tenures were not interfered with till 
the death of the grantees, between 1812 and 1815. Elsewhere the 
usual system of short settlements based on estimates of the value of 
crops was in force, tind engagements for the i)aymcnt of rcven\ie were 
taken from the actual occupiers of the soil. A quinquennial settlement 
made on the same princijrles in 1815-6 was extended by two further 
terms of five years ctich. I’lic next settlement was based on a chain 
siirvc}’, and on more accurate calculation.s of out-turn from which fair 
rents were estimated, or on the value of the share of produce actually 
taken b)' the landlords. Produce rent.s were the rule and soil rents 
were unknown. In 1859 a new assessment was commenced. 'I'his 
was based on a plane-table survey ; but the proposals were not 
accepted, and the assessment was revksed between 1864 and 1S67. 
Standard rent rates were obtained by classifying villages according to 
their agricultural condition, and ascertaining the average of the cash 
tents, or by calculating soil rates. 'I’hc latest revision was commenced 
in 1S87, largely made on rent-rolls corrected in the usual way. 

Cash rents existed in lc.ss than half of the total area, and the valuation 
of the grain-rented tirea wiis difficult. The revenue fixed was i4*5 
lakhs, or 47 per cent, of the corrected rental 'a.sscts.’ The incidence 
was Rs. x-14 per cultivated acre and Rs. 1-9 per assessable acre, the 
rates varying in different J>tvganas from R. i to Rs, 2-2. 

The total receipts from land revenue and from all sources ha\'e been, 
in thousands of rupees - 


1 

i88o-i. 

1890-1. ' 

ItjOO-I- 

1903-4. 

Land revenue . 

Total revenue. 

12,07 

' 5,05 

20,31 

1 , 5,33 

25 , 0.3 

Ii 5,25 

25,34 


Tliere are four municipalities — Saharani’Uk, Hakowar Union, 
Deouand, and Roorkeu— and fourteen towns administered under 
Act XX of 1856. The population of five of the latter— Gangoh, 
Manglaur, Rampuk, Amijahta, and Nakur— exceeds 5,000. Out- 
side these places, local affairs arc administered by the District board. 
In 1903-4 the income and expenditure of the board amounted to 1-2 
lakhs each, the expenditure on roads and buildings being 
The uolice of the District arc supervised by a Superintendent and 
two Assistants, and five inspectors. There are 22 police stations; 
and the total force comprises 97 .sub-inspcctors and head constables 
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and 446 men, besides 373 municipal and town police, and 2,035 rural 
and road police. The District jail, in charge of the Civil Surgeon, had 
an average of 306 prisoners in 1903. 

Only 2.5 per cent, of the population (4*5 males and 0*2 females) 
can read and write, compared with a Provincial average of 3-1 per 
cent. Tire proportion is distinctly higher in the case of Hindus 
than of MusalmSns, and the Saharanpur and Roorkec tahsUs are 
belter than the other two. In 1880-1 there were 157 schools with 

5.000 pupils, exclusive of private and uninspected schools. In 1903-4, 
198 public institutions contained 8,158 pupils, of whom 581 were girls, 
besides 429 private schools with 6,198 pupils. Of 198 schools classed 
as public, 4 were managed by Government, and 117 by the District 
and municipal boards. Of the total number of pupils, 12,000 were in 
primary classes. The expenditure on education was 2-6 lakhs, of which 
T'9 lakhs was met from Provincial revenues, Rs. 39,000 from Local 
funds, and Rs. 9,000 from fees. The greater part of the Government 
expenditure is on the Roorkec College. There is a famous school 
of Arabic learning at Deoband. 

There arc 15 hospitals and dispensaries, with accommodation for 
So in-patients. In 1903 the number of cases treated was 107,000, of 
whom 2,500 were in-patients, and S,ooo operations were performed. 
The total income was Rs. 21,000, chiefly from Local funds. 

The number of persons vaccinated in 1903-4 was 37,000, or 35 per 

1.000 of population. Vaccination is compulsory only in the munici- 
palities and the cantonment of Roorkee. 

[Disfrici Gazetletr under revision); L, A. S. Porter, Stitkmeni 
Report (1891).] 

Sahgranpur TahsII. — ^Northernmost tahsil of Saharanpur District, 
United Provinces, lying between 29“ 52' and 30“ 24' N. and 77* 26' 
and 77” 53' E., with an area of 619 square miles. It is divided into 
four parganas : Faizabad, Muzaffarabad, Saharanpur, and Haraura. 
The boundaries are artificial on the south and east, while the Jumna 
flows on the west, and the Siw.iliks form the northern boundaiy. The 
population rose from 312,498 in 1891 to 334,681 in 1901. There are 
497 villages and one toivn, Saharanpur (population, 66,254), the 
head-quarters of the District and talisil. In 1903-4 the demand for 
land revenue was Rs. 4,26,000, and for cesses Rs. 69,000. The rainfall 
is 38 inches, being slightly above the District average. In the north 
is a strip of forest land. Of 370 square miles under cultmtion in 
1903-4, 5t were irrigated. Irrigation is chiefly supplied by the Eastern 
Jumna Canal, which runs through the western portion. Much has 
been done to improve the dnainage of the north-western portion, which 
is intersected by a network of small streams, 

Saharanpur City. — Head-quarters of the District and taknl of 
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the same name in the United Provinces, situated in 29° 57' N. and 
77" 33' E., 988 miles by rail from Howrah and 1,069 from Bombay. 
It lies on the old road from the Doab to the Punjab, and is the north- 
ern terminus of the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway main line, which 
here meets the North-Western Railway. The population has risen in 
the last thirty years: {1872) 43,844, (1881) 59,194, (1891) 63,194, and 
(1901) 66,254. More than half the total are Musalmans (37,614). 
The history of the city has been given in that of the District. It was 
founded about 1340, and derives its name from a Musalman saint, 
Shah Haran Chishti. In AkbaPs time it was the capital of a sarkar, 
and was sufficiently important to be constituted a mint town. 

The city lies in a low moist situation on both sides of the Dhamaula 
Nadi, and is also traversed by the Pandhoi Nadi. In 1870 both of 
these streams were improved and deepened, with marked benefit to 
the public health. In 1900 the main city drain was paved and cunetted, 
and a scheme for flushing all drains is under consideration. About 
three-fourths of the houses are built of brick, and trade is increasing. 
The opening of the North-Western Railway in 1869 gave the first 
impetus, and the construction of the Oudh and Rohilkhand line in 
1886 has still further increased the importance of Saharanpur. The 
place has, however, lost the traffic to the hill station of Mussoorie, 
which now passes by the Hardwar-Dehra Railway, opened in 1900. 
Besides the ordinary District staff, the officer in charge of the Botanical 
Survey of Upper India and the Executive Engineer, upper division, 
Eastern Jumna Canal, reside here. Saharanpur also has large railway 
workshops, which employed 241 hands in 1903, and in the same year 
two cotton-gins employed 158 and a rice-mill 92 hands. Wood- 
carving is an important industry, and really good work can be obtained. 
The Government Botanical gardens, founded in 1817 on the site of 
an old garden of the Rohillas, covering an area of 156 acres, sell large 
quantities of fruit trees, strawberry plants, timber, ornamental trees 
and shrubs, and flower and vegetable seeds, besides supplying drugs 
to Government. The former stud farm, with an area of 2,413 acres, 
is now a reserve remount dep6t, at which imported horses are trained 
and acclimatized for the army. The American Methodist and Presbj'- 
terian Churches have missions here, and there is a fine Muhammadan 
mosque built on the model of the Jama Masjid at Delhi. 

Saharanpur was constituted a municipality in 1867. The income 
and expenditure during the ten years ending 1901 averaged Rs. 62,000 
and Rs. 59,000. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 93,000, chiefly derived 
from octroi (Rs. 65,000)5 and the expenditure was Rs. 77,000. 

Saharwal Doab . — Doab in the Punjab. See Bist Juli.undur 
Doab. 

Sahaspur. — Town in the Dhampur fabsll of Bijnor District, United 

VOI.. XXI. B b 
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Provinces, situated in 29® f N. and 78° 37' E., on the Oudh and 
Hohilkhand Railway. Population (1901), 5,851. It was the head- 
quarters of a fmM/ or pargma in Akbar*s time. The town is extremely 
dirty ; and, though most of its inhabitants arc Musalmans, it swarms 
with pigs. There is a fine sarai used by Hindu pilgrims on their way 
to Hardwar. The only industry is the weaving of cotton cloth of good 
quality. A primary school has 50 pupils. 

Sahas wan Tahsll. — TahU of Budaun District, United Provinces, 
comprising the parganas of Sahaswan and Kot, and lying between 
27® 57' and 28® 20' N. and 78® 30' and 79® 4^ E., with an area of 454 
square miles. Population increased verj' slightly, from 193,070 in 
iSgr to 193,628 in 1901. There arc 328 villages and two towns: 
Sahaswan (population, 18,004), head-quarters, and Bii.s! 

(6,035), i demand for land revenue in 1903-4 was Rs. 2,33,000, 
and for cesses Rs. 29,000, The density of population, 426 persons per 
square mile, is the lowest in the District. The fa/isJ/ contains a fertile 
stretch of rich upland soil watered iiy the Sot river, in the tract known 
as Katchr ; but this is mostly held by impoverished and quarrelsome 
Rnjputs, and it also suffers from defective drainage. South of the 
Katehr a large area is occupied by a sandy ridge, 4 or 5 miles wide, 
and poor in quality ; and beneath this the khadar stretches away to 
the Ganges, which forms the south-western boundary. The khadar is 
crossed by the Mahawa, which is gradually scouring out a larger bed, 
and in years of heavy rainfall brings down disastrous floods, increased 
by the spill-water from the Ganges. Portions of the khadar are ex- 
tremely fertile, but the tract is liable to great vicissitudes. In 1903-4 
the area under cultivation w'as 338 square miles, of which 54 were irri- 
gated, mostly from wells. 

Sahaswan Town. — ^Head-quarters of the iahsil of the .same name 
in Budaun District, United Provinces, situated in 28° 4' N. and 
78® 45' E., near the left bank of the Mahawa, 24 miles west of Budaun 
town by metalled road. Population (1901), 18,004. According to 
tradition, the town was founded by Sahasra Bahu, a king of SankIsa 
in Farrukhabad District, who built a fort now represented by an earthen 
mound. The Ain-i-Akbati records this place as the chief town of 
a jnahdi or pargana. In 1824 Sahasw'an became the head-quarters 
of a British District, which were removed to Budaun owing to the 
unhealthiness of the site. The town is really a collection of scattered 
villages, standing at the point where the sandy ridge of the District 
meets the Ganges khadar. It contains a iahun, a mtmifu and a dis- 
pensary. A municipality was constituted in 1872. During the ten 
years ending 1901 the income and expenditure averaged Rs, 8,000. In 
1903—4 the income was Rs. 14,000, chiefly from a tax on circumstances 
and property (Rs. 6,000); and the expenditure was Rs. 13,000. The 
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town has little commercial importance; but perfumes are manufactured, 
especially from the keora or screw pine which grows in the neighbour' 
hood. The middle .school has 160 pupils, and the municipality manages 
6 schools and aids 3 others with a total attendance of 390. 

Sahatwar (also called Mahatwar and Mahatpal).— Town in the 
Bansdih iahstlol Ballia District, United Provinces, situated in 25® 50' N. 
and 84® 19' E., on the Bengal and North-Western Railway. Population 
1901), 10,784. The town is said to have been founded by one Mahant 
Billeshar Nath Mahadeo, and is the head-quarters of the Kimvar 
Rajputs. It is administered under Act XX of 1856, with an income of 
about Rs. 1,400. Sahatwar has a considerable trade in the collection 
of raw produce and sugar for export, and in the distribution of cotton, 
salt, tobacco, and English piece-goods. There is also a small manu- 
facture of indigo and cotton cloth. The towm school has about 80 
pupils. 

Sahawar. — 'J’own in the Kasganj tahstl of Etah District, United 
Provinces, .situated in 27° 48' N. and 78° 51' E., near the Ganeshpur 
station on the Cawnporc-Achhnera Railway. Population (i9or), 
5,079. The town was founded by Raja Naurang Deo, a Chauhan 
Rajput, who called it Naurangabad after his owui name. On being 
attacked by the Musalmans, the R.'lja fled to Sirhpura, and the inhabi- 
tants who remained were forcibly converted to Islam. Shortly after- 
w’ards Naurang, assisted by the Raja and the people of Sirhpura, 
expelled the MusalmSns, and changed the name to Sahawar. I'he 
town is administered under Act XX of 1856, with an income of about 
Rs. 700. There is very little trade. The primary school has about 
80 pupils. 

Sahet Mahet. — Ancient ruins in Gonda and Bahraich Districts, 

United Provinces. Sa Set Mahet. 

Sahibganj (r).— Town in the Rajmahal subdivision of the Sanlal 
Parganas District, Bengal, situated in 25® 15' N. and 87®38'E,, on the 
Ganges, and on the loop-line of the East Indian Railway. Population 
(1901), 7,558. At the time of the Census a severe outbreak of plague 
had led to a partial evacuation of the town, and the true population 
is probably about 12,000. Owing to its favourable position on the 
railway and river, Sahibganj has become a great entrep6t for trade. 
Local produce is received by river from the trans-Gangetic tracts of 
Malda,Purnea, and North Bhagalpur, while European goods are brought 
by rail from Calcutta for distribution to those Districts. ^ Sahibganj was 
constituted a municipality in 1883. The income during the decade 
ending 1901-2 averaged Rs. i 5 >ooo» expenditure Rs. 14,000. 

In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 21,000, mainly derived from a tax on 
houses and lands and a conservancy rate ; and the expenditure was 
Rs. 18,000. 
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Sahibganj (a).— Part of Padrauna Town, in Gorakhpur District, 
United Provinces. 

Sabibgarh (or Pail). — Northern iaMl of the Amargarh nizmat, 
Patiala State, Punjab, lying behveetj 30° 23' and 30® 56' N. and 75* 59^ 
and 76" 3s' E., with an area of 278 square miles. The population in 
1901 was 115,391, compared rvith 112,540 in 1891. The takll con- 
tains the town of Pail or Sabibgarh (population, 5,515), the head- 
quarters; and 197 villages. The land revenue and cesses in 1903-4 
amounted to 3*1 lakhs. 

Sahisw ^. — Talislf and town in Budaun District, United Pro- 
vinces. See Sahaswan. 

Sahiwal,— Town in the District and tahml of Shahpur, Punjab, 
situated in 31® 59' N. and 72“ 20' E., on the left bank of the Jhelum, 
22 miles south of Shahpur town on the road from Bhera to Jhang. 
Population (1901), 9,163. The town has a brisk trade in cotton, 
grain, and glii with Multan and Sukkur; and the extension of the 
Lower Jhelum Canal is giving renewed prosperity to the impoverished 
Baloch who own the country round. The municipality was created 
in 1867. The income during the ten years ending 1902-3 averaged 
Rs, 9,200, and the expenditure Rs. 8,800. In 1903-4 the income 
amounted to Rs. 10,500, chiefly from octroi ; and the expenditure was 
Rs. 10,100. The town possesses an Anglo-vernacular middle school, 
maintained by the municipality, and a Government dispensary. 

Sahuka.— Petty State in Kathiawar, Bombay. 

Sahygdri. — The Sanskrit name given to the great mountain range 
otherwise known as the Western Ghats. 

Sahyadriparbat.— Hill range in Bombay, Berar, and Hyderabad. 
See Ajanta, 

Sai. — River of the United Provinces, rising in Hardol District be- 
tween the Gumti and the Ganges (27® 46' N., 80® 9' E,), It flmvs in 
a tortuous south-easterly direction through the Oudh Districts of Unao, 
Rae Bareli, and Partabgarh, and enters the Province of Agra in Jaunpur 
District, falling into the Gumti teti miles below Jaunpur city after 
a course of over 350 miles. In the rains small boats can pass up as 
high as Rae Bareli. The drainage falling into the Sai is chiefly from 
the north, and its bed is usually too deep to aflbrd irrigation. 

Saidapet Taluk . — TTafuk and subdivision of Chingleput District, 
Madras, lying behveen i2®5i'and i3®i4'’N.and 80® o' and 80® 20' E., 
and touching the Bay of Bengal, with an area of 342 square miles. 
It surrounds on all sides but the east Madras City, a fact which has 
much influence upon its people and conditions. The population in 
1901 w-as 262,478, compared with 224,472 in 1891, the increase of 
nearly 17 per cent, being due to its including several villages which are 
really suburbs of Madras. The density, 767 persons per square mile, is 
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higher than in any other taluk in the District. The demand on account 
of land revenue and cesses in 1903-4 amounted to Rs. 3,44,000. It con- 
tains 6 towns and 255 villages. Saidapet (population, 14,254) is the 
head-quarters of the District and of the taluk. The other five towns are 
Semuiem (population, 17,567), Tiruvottivuu (15,919), St. Thomas’s 
Mount (15,571), Poonamallee (i 5 , 323 )> and Pai-lavaram (6,416). 
The Korttalaiyar, the Cooum, and the Adyar rivers flow through the 
Muk Its general appearance is flat and uninteresting ; but here and 
there occur hills of no great elevation, on many of which are perched 
either a temple or a bungalow, which serve to relieve the monotony of 


the aspect. 

Saidapet Town. — Head-quarters of the taluk of the same name 
and of Chingleput District, Madras, situated in 13® 2' N.and 80° 13' E., 
5 miles from Fort St. George. Population (1901), 14,254. The Dis- 
trict head-quarters have been located here since 1859. The Cijllector s 
office and treasury arc in a building called Home’s Gardens, which hw 
of late been much enlarged and improved, and which also contains the 
offices of a Deputy-Collector and of the talmldar and stationary sub- 
magistrate. Saidapet is practically a suburb of Madras, and as the 
South Indian line connects it with the business quarters of that city 
is the residence of many officials and others. Weaving an 
its chief industries. The handsome Marmalong bridge across the Adyar 
river, built in the early days of Madras by an Armenian merchant ^ 
Petrus Uscan, connects the place with St. 1 homas s Mount. f 
an endowment in Government securities, the interest on ^^ffilch is m lued 
for its repair and for the upkeep of the steps leading up e ° ’ 

The most notable institutions in Saidapet are the Agricultural Col ege 
and the Teachers’ College. The latter is under the 
a European principal, aided by a staff of assistants and d s.gne^ 
instruct persons who are taking up teaching as a pro essioi , . jg 
and pracL of that art. A high school s attached to 
an opportunity of practising, and there is also a 'vel 'eQ 
slum The Agricultural College originated as a model farm, e-stabbshed 
in 1865, during the Governorship of Sir ^^dham Den.om ^ 
many important agricultural experiments were ‘"‘"I 
prodLd oncoun.8ing resuUs, indiculmg the 6e"etal d.r^Uom m jW. 
improvemanls be elTeded m 

Attention was civen to subsoil drainage, improved tillage, the restora 

urorLtast^soila. the p«.per "n of » 

fertilization of arable soils by the use o nn , _ 

poudrette, and other manures available in ou to the climate 

Led by the ryots ; the introduction of new 

and adapted for cultivation under an improving g shelter 

ffie production of live fences to afford protection from cattle, shelter 
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from wind, and fuelj the introduction of water-lifts, barn machines, 
carts, ploughs, cultivators, cattle-houses, reaping-knives, &c., of im- 
proved construction ; and the improvement of the live-stock of the 
country by careful feeding and breeding and by acclimatizing new 
breeds. In 1876 a school of agriculture was opened to extend the 
practical utility of the experiments. The institution was later raised to 
the status of a college, and a handsome building and museum have 
been erected. A chemical laboratory is attached to it and a veterinary 
hospital has been opened. The college is intended to afford instruction 
to persons who desire to become acquainted with the theory and practice 
of agriculture, and is under the charge of a principal, a vice-principal, 
and five assistants. Experimental work at the farm has now been given 
up, the cropping done being no more than is necessary' for educational 
purposes, but other experimental farms have been established in more 
suitable localities. The college itself is shortly to be transferred to 
a more suitable site at Coimbatore. 

Saldpur Tahsll.— Western ialisll of Ghazipur District, United Pro- 
vinces, comprising the fargams of Saidpur, Bahrisbad, Khanpur, and 
Karanda, and lying north of the Ganges, between 25® 28' and 25"46'N, 
and 83® 4' and 83® 26' E., with an area of 297 square miles. Popu- 
lation fell from 206,615 in 1891 to 182,320 in 1901. There are 617 
villages and two towns, of which Saidpur, the iahsil head-quarters, has 
a iwpulation of 4,260. The demand for land revenue in 1903-4 was 
Rs. 2,75,000, and for cesses Rs. 39,000. The density of population, 
614 persons per square mile, is the lowest in the District. Besides the 
Ganges and Gumti, the chief drainage channel is the Gang!, which 
flows from north-west to south-east. In the south-east corner lies a fine 
stretch of rich alluvial land, while towards the north the soil is a heavy 
clay, where rice is grown. Elsewhere the ordinary loam is found.^ 1 he 
area under cultivation in 1903-4 was 186 square miles, of which 87 
were irrigated, chiefly from wells. 

Saidpur Town (i).— Head-quarters of the iahsil of the same name 
in Ghazipur District, United Provinces, situated in 25® 32' N. and 
83°I3'E., on the Bengal and North-Western Railway. _ Population 
(1901), 4,200. Nothing is known of the history of Saidpur, but it 
contains remains of great interest. In the town itself are two Musal- 
man dargahs constructed from Hindu or Buddhist pillars, if they were 
not actually eliaiiyas attached to a vihdra or monastery. Large mounds 
exist in the neighbourhood, which undoubtedly conceal ancient build- 
ings. Saidpur is administered under Act XX of 1856, with an 
income of about Rs. 1,400. There is a considerable trade in oilseeds, 
tobacco, cotton, hides, and sajji, or carbonate of soda. The toism also 
contains a dispensary, and a school with about 140 pupils. 

{Journal, AsialU Society of Bengal, vol. xxxiv, pp. 80-2.] 
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Said pur Town (2). — 'rowii in the Nilphainari subdivision of Rang- 
pur District, ILastcrn Bengal and Assiim, situated in 25® 47' N. and 88“ 
54' E. Population (1901), 5,848. It is the head-quarters of the northern 
section of the Eastern Bengal State Railway, and contains large rail- 
way workshops and jute-prcsscs. A company of the Eastern Bengal 
Stale Railway Volunteer Corps, 157 strong, has its head-quarters here. 

Sailana State.— One of the mediatized States of the Central India 
Agency, under the Political Agent in Malwa. Tlie State has an area 
of about 450 square miles, of which, however, about half has been alien- 
ated in land grants. Owing to the inextricable mingling of its territory 
with that of Ratlam, no very accurate figure can be arrived at, 'I’he State 
is called after the capital town which stands at the foot lit. 

‘ mouth ’) of the hills {s/iaila), whence it derives its name of Sailana. 
Scattered portions of Sail 5 na touch the Gwalior, Indore, Dhar, Jhabua, 
JaoM, Banswara, and Kushalgarh States, of which the two last are in 
Rajputana. The only stream of importance is the Mahf, which flows 
through the western portion of the State. 

The chiefs of Sailana are Rathor Rajputs of the Ratanavat branch, 
an offshoot of the Ratlam house, and till 1730 Saihina formed a part of 
Ratlam. In that year Jai Singh, a great-grandson of Ratan Singh, the 
founder of Ratlam, started an independent State, of which Raoti was 
the capital. In 1736 he built the present capital of Sailana. During 
the settlement of Millwa in 1819, Raja l.achhman Singh received, 
through the mediation of Sir John Malcolm, an agreement on behalf of 
Daulat Rao Sindhia, by whicli all interference in the administration of 
the State by the Gwalior Darbar was prohibited, and he was secured in 
his possessions on payment of a tribute of Rs. 23,000. The payment 
of this tribute was transferred to the British Government in i860. 
From 1S50, the chief, Dule Singh, being a minor, the State was 
administered by the British authorities, but during the disturbances 
of 1857 it was entrusted to the late chiefs widow, who rendered 
good sertuce. In 1881 the State abandoned all transit duties on salt, 
receiving annually from the British Government 100 maunds of salt 
free of cost. In 1883, how’ever, this compensation was commuted to 
an annual cash payment of Rs. 412-8. In 1887 an agreement was 
made between the Rjitlam and Sailana States by wdiich the latter levies 
its own customs dutie.s, compensating Ratlam for relinquishing its right 
to levy customs dues in Sailana by an annual payment of Rs. 6,000. 
In the same year all transit dues, except those on opium, were 
abolished. The present chief. Raja Jaswant Singh, succeeded, by 
adoption, in 1895. He has done much to improve the financial con- 
dition of the State, though the famine of 1899-1900 caused fresh 
embarrassments. He received the gold Kaisar-i-Hind medal in 1901, 
and was made a K.GI.E. in 1904. The territory, as is usual in Rajput 
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holdings, has been alienated to a considerable extent, ten of -the 
jdgirdars being Rathor Rajputs connected with the ruling family. The 
chief enjoys the titles of His Highness and Raja, and is entitled to 
a salute of ii guns. 

The population of the State has varied; (i88i) 29,723, (1891) 
31,512, and (1901) 25,731. In the latest year Hindus formed 67 per 
cent, of the total, Avhile Aniinists (chiefly Bhils) numbered 6,300, 
Musalmans 1,321, and Jains 912. The population decreased by 
22 per cent, during the last decade, and now represents a density of 
57 persons per square mile. The State contains 96 villages and one 
town, Sailana (population, 4,255), the capital. About 78 per cent, of 
the population speak the Malwl dialect of Rajasthani, and 15 per cent. 
Bhill. The prevailing castes and tribes are Kunbis (2,700), Rajputs 
(2,100), and Bhils (6,300). Agriculture and general labour support 
the majority of the inhabitants. 

The soil over most of the area is of the high fertility common in 
Mahva, bearing excellent crops of all the ordinary grains and also of 
poppy, which forms one of the most valuable products. 

Of the total area of 450 square miles, 123, or 26 per cent., are under 
cultivation, 5 square miles being irrigable, and the rest 'dry’ land. 
About 38 square miles, or 30 per cent, of the cropped area, are under 
cereals, 3 under popp)', and 3 under cotton. Of the uncultivated area, 
65 square miles, or 14 per cent., are capable of cultivation, 39 are 
forest, and the rest is irreclaimable waste. Pasturage is ample 
in good years. In former days there was a considerable industry in 
brass-Avork and the manufacture of dye from the SI tree {Morinda 
thtcforia), but the importation of foreign materials has almost entirely 
killed the latter. 

The Baroda-Nagda section of the Bombay, Baroda, and Central 
India Raihvay passes through the State, Avith stations at Raoti and 
Bangrod. A metalled road connects Sailana tOAvn AA’ith the Namll 
station of the Rajputana-Malwa RaihA'ay, and a section of the Mhow- 
Nlmach high road passes through the south-Avestern districts of Bhll- 
pank and Bangrod. British post offices are maintained at Sailana, 
Bangrod, and Raoti, and telegraph offices at the raihvay stations of 
Raoti and Bangrod. 

For administrative purposes the Stale is divided into four sections : 
the chief toAvn and its environs, and the districts of Bhilpank, Bangrod, 
and Raoti. The chief administers the State assisted by a dlwan^ and 
in civil matters has complete control. In criminal cases he exercises 
the powers of a Sessions Court, but submits for confirmation by 
the Agent to the Governor-General all sentences of transportation, 
imprisonment for life, or capital punishment. 

The normal revenue amoimts to i-s lakhs, of AA'hich i-i lakhs ‘are 
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(iBrived from the land; Rs. 18,000 from customs; Rs. 21,000 from 
tanka (tribute from feudatory land-holders); and Rs, 413-8 from 
the British Government in lieu of salt dues relinquished in i88r. The 
chief heads of expenditure arc general administration, including the 
chiefs establishment, Rs. 9,000; military, Rs. 15,000; tribute to 
British Government, Rs. 23,000 (paid to Sindhia until 1S60) ; Rs. 6,000 
to Ratlam, being the share of sayar or customs dues levied in Sailana, 

The incidence of land revenue demand is Rs, 3 per acre of cultivated 
land and 15 annas per acre of total area. The land revenue system 
includes the grant of leases to each cultivator for a certain number 
of years. 

The British rupee is the current coin in the State, the Salim shaki 
(of Partabgarh) having been disused since 1897. Copper has been 
minted at Barainawal and Sailana, but the former mint was closed in 
i88r, and it is proposed to close the latter. 

The State forces consist of 162 regular cavalry, who form the chief’s 
body-guard, 278 irregular infantry, 5 guns and 15 gunners. The police 
were regularly organized in 1899. A jail is maintained in Sailana 
town. Seven schools are maintained in the State, with an average 
attendance of 100 pupils. Two dispensaries are kept up. 

Sailana Town (.SW/az/ff).— Capital of the State of the same name 
in Central India, situated in 23® 28' N. and 74® 57' E., at the foot of 
the Vindhyas, 1,847 feci above sca-lcvel. SailSna is ro miles by 
metalled road from Namli station on the Rajputana-Malwa Railwa)', 
and 521 by rail from Bombay. Population (1901), 4 j 255 * town, 
which dales from 1736, has no buildings of any note except the 
Rajii’s new palace. A dispciisar)', an inspection bungalow, a British 
post office, a jail, and a school are situated within its limits. 

Saint George, Fort.— The citadel of Madras city. See Madras 
ClTV, 

Sainthia.— Village in the head-quarters subdivision of BirbhQm 
District, Bengal, situated in 23° 57' N. and 87® 41' E., on the East 
Indian Railway, 119 miles from Howrah. Population (1901), 2,622. 
’Phe village, which lies on the Mor river, is connected with Suri by 
a good road. It is an important trade centre. 

Saint Thomas’s Mount.— Town and cantonment in the Saidapet 
taluk of Chingleput District, Madras, situated in if N. and 80° 12' E., 
8 miles south of Madras city. Population (1901), iS»S 7 i- i® known 
to the natives as Parangimalai, or ’ Europeans’ hill.’ The Mount aftCT 
which the place is named is composed of greenstone and syenite, and 
is ascended by a flight of 200 masonry steps, the work of the Portu- 
guese. On its summit, 220 feet above sea-level, Is a curious old Portu- 
guese church dedicated to the Expectation of the Blessed Virgin. It 
was built by the Portuguese in iS 47 > found the 



388 


SAINT TUOMAS'S MOUNT 


celebrated cross attributed to the legendary visit of St. Thomas the 
Apostle to this part of India. 'J'hc tradition ’ states that after preaching 
in Malabar and other places, Su Thomas came to !Mylaporc, a suburb 
of Madras \ that the Brahmans there stirred up a tumult against him, 
and that on December ar, a.d. 68, he was stoned by the crowd and 
finally thrust through with a spear near the Mount. Lucena gives the 
follow'ing account of the finding of the cross 

‘ It was met with on digging for the foundations of a hermitage amid 
the ruins which marked the spot of the nuirtjTdom of the Apostle 
St. I’homas. On the face of the slab was a cross in relief, with a bird 
like a dove over it, with its wings e.\panded as the Holy Ghost is usually 
represented when descending on our Lord at His baptism, or on our 
Lady at her Annunciation. This cross was erected over the altar at the 
chapel which was built on the new sanctuary.' 

Dr. Burnell {Indian Aniifuary, 1874, p. 313) says: — 

‘ This account is no doubt accurate, for the Portuguese on first visit- 
ing the Mount found the Christian church in ruins, and occupied by 
a native fahtr. The description of the slab is also accurate. _ It does 
not appear what cause had destroyed the Christian community here, 
but it probably was owing to the political disturbances attending the 
war between the Muhammadans of the north and the Hindu kingdom 
of Vijayanagar.' 

Referring to an Italian account (in the seventeenth century) of the 
cross and the Mount festival. Dr. Burnell continues : — 

‘The cross is built into the wall behind the altar in a church oti the 
Great Mount, which is ser\'ed by a native priest under the Goa juris- 
diction. An annual festival is held here, which brings a large assem- 
blage of native Cliristians to the spot, and causes an amount of disorder 
which the European Catholic clergy of Madras have in vain tried to 
put down.’ 

Dr. Burnell considered that the date of the cross tablet and its PahlevI 
inscription was probably about the eighth century. 

On the plain on the eastern side of the Mount lies the military can- 
tonment bearing the same name. The garrison now consists of two 
batteries of field artillery and one regiment of native infantry. J he can- 
tonment is a pretty place and well kept. In the centre is an open grassy 
matddn, round which cluster the various bungalows and other buildings, 
including the handsome mess-house of the artillery. The church, which 
stands at the southern end of the parade ground, is one of the best 
edifices of its kind in the Presidency. 


' Discussions of the credibility of this tradidon mil be found m the ///*«« 
An/imar}', vol. xxxii} in the Jountal oftk Roj'ol Asiatic Society for April, 1905; 
nnd in M ami the Apostle Thomen {i 905 \ A. L. Medlycoll, Bishop of 
Trlcoinia. 
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St. Thomas’s Mount figured in British history long before it Avas 
made a cantonment. The battle of the Mount, fought on February 7, 
1759, between Lally and Colonel Calliaud, was one of the fiercest 
struggles of the Franco-British wars in Southern India. It is thus 
described in the Chinglcput Manual ',, — 

‘ Colonel Calliaud had been summoned from the south to assist in 
raising the siege of IMadras. He took post at the Mount, with his 
right at a deserted little temple at the north-east of the present parade 
ground, and his left supported by a house called Carvalho’s Garden, 
where he posted four pieces of cannon. His troops included the 
contingent brought by the Company’s partisan Muhammad Ytisuf, and 
consisted of 2,200 horse, 2,500 foot, and 6 cannon. Of these, how- 
ever, only 1,500 natives, 80 Europeans, and 12 artillerymen were pos- 
sessed of the slightest discipline. I.ally’s forces aggregated 2,600, half 
of whom were Europeans, and all disciplined. He had, besides, 8 guns, 
possessing a great superiority in weight of metal. The fight lasted from 
early morning till 5 p.m., when the enemy, to Colonel Calliaud’s intense 
relief, retreated. The latter had ammunition sufficient to have lasted 
for about a couple of minutes more.’ 

On March 20, 1769, Haidar All, who had marched within 5 miles of 
Madras, met here Mr. Dupre, the senior Member of Council, and here 
the inglorious treaty of April 2 was signed. In 17 74* at the suggestion 
of Col. James, the Mount became the head-quarters of the Madras 
Artillery. 

’ The garrison of the Mount formed the major part of the force 
(under Sir Hector Munro) that ought to have saved Baillie in 1780. 
During its absence, only five companies of sepoys and four guns had 
been left for the protection of the Mount, and a temporary earthwork 
Avas raised to strengthen the place against attack. This has long been 
levelled, but a slight depression cros.sing the plain midway betAveen 
Pallavarain and the Mount indicates the position of what Avent by the 
name of the Maratha Ditch.’ 

Saint Thome. — Suburb of Madras Citv. 

Saiyidpur.— and town in Ghazipur District, United Pro- 
vinces. See Saidpur. 

Sajjangarh.— Fort in Satara District, Bombay. See Parli. 

Sakesar (Suhesar).— Hill in the Khushab fa/tsil of Shahpur Dis- 
trict, Punjab, situated in 31° 33' N. and 71® 58' E., 25 miles east of 
MianAvali town, and the highest peak in the Salt Range. It is a fine 
grassy hill, forming the terminal point in Avhich tAvo divergent spurs of 
the range reunite. Upon its summit stands the sanitarium for Shahpur, 
Attock, and MianAvali, at an elevation of 5,010 feet above sea-level, 
Avith plenty of excellent building space available. Wild olive-trees are 
abundant, and the oak thrives well. According to daily meteorological 
observations betAA'een the middle of June and the middle of October. 
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1866, the average temperature was 75® or one degree less than summer 
heat in England. The climate of Sakesar, and indeed of the whole of 
the higher parts of the Salt Range, is believed to be well adapted for 
Europeans, and very favourable in cases of dysentery and phthisis, 
which, as a rule, do not derive any benefit from the Himalayan 
sanitaria. The great drawback to Sakesar is the scarcity of good 
drinking-water. There are, however, many places in the neighbourhood 
where e,xcellcnt water is procurable ; and, by having recourse to tanks, 
a sufficiency of ^V’ater could he stored for a considerable number of 
people. 

SaMiera.— Town in the Baroda prani, Baroda State. See San- 

KHEDA. 

Sakhi Sarwar. — Famous Muhammadan shrine in the District and 
iahsil of Dera Gh.izi Khan, Punjab, situated in 29“ 59' N. and 70® 18' E. 
The shrine, which dales from about 1300, crowns the high bank of 
a hill stream, at the foot of the Sulaim.1n Hills, in the midst of arid 
desert scenery, well adapted for the residence of those who desire to 
mortify the flesh. It was founded in honour of Saidi Ahmad, afterwards 
known as Sakhi Sarwar, the son of an immigrant from Baghdad, who 
settled at Sialkot, 1 2 miles east of Multiin, in 1220. Said! Ahmad became 
a devotee, and, having performed a very remarkable scries of miracles, 
was presented by the king of Delhi with four mule-loads of money, 
with which the Sakhi Sarwar shrine was erected. A handsome flight 
of steps leads from the bed of the stream to the building, constructed 
at the expense of two Hindu merchants of Lahore. The buildings 
include the mausoleum of Sakhi Sarwar himself; a monument to Baba 
Nanak j the tomb of Musammat Bibi Bai, wife of Sakhi Sanwir ; and 
a thSkurdwara. They thus comprise a curious mixture of Hindu and 
Muhammad.'in .architecture, and are frequented by devotees of all 
religions. The guardians of the shrine are the descendants of Sakhi 
Sarwar’s three sen-anls, among whom the revenues accruing from the 
oflerings arc divided in 1,650 shares, the descendants of one servant 
receiving 750 shares, of another 600 shares, and of the third 300 shares. 
Throughout the year the shrine forms the resort of numerous mendi- 
cants, Hindu and Muhammadan. 

Sakkarepatna. — Town in the Kadur taluk of Kadfir District, 
Mysore, situated in 13® 26' N. and 75® 55' E., ii miles south-west 
of KadQr railw.'iy station. Population (1901), 1,884. This is said to 
have been in old times the capital of Rukmiingada, a king mentioned 
in the Miihabharata. It contains a monument to Honbilla, who was 
sacrificed to secure the stability of the Ayyankere reservoir, and also 
a great gun, and an immense slab of stone, about 12 feet square and 
several inches thick, supported on four pillars. The last is called Vira 
Ballala Chauki, and is said to have been the royal seat of justice. 
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Under the Vijayanagar kingdom, the place belonged to the Belur 
chiefs. It was next taken by the Bednfir rulers, and Sivappa Naik of 
that family conferred it on the king of Vijayanagar, who had fled to 
him for refuge. But in 1690 it was taken by the Raja of Mysore, and 
retained by him under the treaty of 1694. The municipality, formed 
in 1895, became a Union in 1904. The receipts and expenditure 
during the six years ending 1901 averaged Rs. 1,700 and Rs. 1,200. 
In 1903-4 they were Rs. 1,500 and Rs. 5,200. 

Saldana Estate. — Feudatory estate situated in the west of the 
State of Tehri, United Provinces, with an area of 70 square miles. 
The owners or muafidars pay an annual quit-rent of Rs. 200 to the 
Raja of Tehri, and derive an income of .about Rs. 2,500 from the estate. 
During the Gurkha War their ancestors rendered important services 
to the British Government. The muafidars have power to try all civil, 
rent, and revenue suits arising in their own villages, and exercise 
powers as second-class magistrates. Cases in which the inudfiddrs 
are personally interested are transferred by the Commissioner of 
Kumaun, as Agent for the Tehri State, to competent courts in a 
British District. 

Sakoi (Burmese, Sagioe).—k small State in the central division 
of the Southern Shan States, Burma, lying astride of the Pilu river, 
between 19^52' and 20° 0' N. and 96® 55' and 97® 13' E., with an area 
of 103 square miles. It is bounded on the north by Samka and 
Namtok ; on the east by Hsahtung and Karenni ; and on the south 
and west by Mdngpai and Loilong. The population in 1901 was 
•1,387, inhabiting 27 villages, of whom three-fourths were Shans and 
the rest Karens and Taungthus, who are mainly occupied in rice culti- 
vation. Sakoi, the head-quarters of the Myoza, has only 35 houses 
and 157 inhabitants ; and there are no villages of any size in the State. 
The revenue in 1903—4 was only Rs. 1,600, The tribute payable to 

the British Government is Rs. 500. 

Sakoli.— Southern tahsil of Bhandara District, Central Provinces, 
lying between 20® 41' and 21° 17' N. and 79° 43 ' and 80® 34' E., with 
an area of 1,549 square miles. The population in 1901 was 167,395, 
compared with 178,984 in 1891. The density is ro8 persons per 
square mile. The laJisJl contains 557 inhabited villages. The head- 
quarters are at Sakoli, a village of 2,019 inhabitants, 24 miles from 
Bhandara town by road. Excluding 240 square miles of Government 
forest, only 32 per cent, of the available area is occupied for cultivation. 
The demand for land revenue in 1903-4 was Rs. 1,25,000, and for 
cesses Rs. 12,000. The iahsU includes 17 zamindari estates with a 
total area of 710 square miles, of which 406 consist of forest. It is 
a rice-growing tract broken up by small ranges of hills, and contains 
the large irrigation tanks for which Bhandara is noted. The cultb 
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vated area in 1903-4 was 356 square miles, of which 53 were 
irrigated. 

Sakrand.— of Hyderabad District, Sind, Bombay, lying 
between 26“ a' and 26“ 35' N. and 67** 53' and 68® 31' E,, with an 
area of 786 square miles, including the/f//«ff of Shahpur. Population 
rose from 49,447 in 1891 to 64,036 in 1901. The density is 84 persons 
per square mile. The number of villages is 109, of which Sakrand is 
the head-quarters. The land revenue and cesses in 1903-4 exceeded 
i-i lakhs. Much of the land in the eastern portion is covered with 
sandhills. The ialuka has considerable jungles which give shelter to 
wolves and wild hog. The chief crops arc wheat, tobacco, gram, rape- 
seed, and .scsanium. 

Sakrayapatna. — ^"Fown in Kadfir District, Mysore. See Sakkake- 

PATNA. 

SaktI.— Feudatory Stale in the Central Provinces, lying between 
21® ss' and 22® ii' N. and 82® 45' and 83® 2' E., with an area of 138 
square miles. It is bounded by Bilaspur District on the west and by 
the Raigarh State on the cast. The head-quarters are at Sakti (popu- 
lation, 1,791), a station on the Bengal-NSgpur Railway. Along the 
north of the State extends a section of the Korba range of hills, and 
beneath these a strip of undulating plain country of Chhattisgarh 
tapers to the south. The ruling family arc R 3 j Gonds. The legend 
is that their ancestors were twin brothers who were soldiers of the Raja 
of Sambalpur, but they only had wooden swords. When the Raja 
heard of this, he determined to punish them for keeping such useless 
weapons ; and, in order to expose them, he directed that they should 
slaughter the sacrificial buffalo on the next Dasahra festival. The 
brothers, on being informed of the order, were in great trepidation, 
but the goddess Devi appeared to them in a dream and said that all 
would be well. When the time came they severed the head of the 
buffalo with one stroke of their wooden swords. The Raja was 
delighted at their marvellous performance, and asked them to name 
their reward. They asked for as much land as would be enclosed 
between the lines over which they could walk in one day. This 
request Avas granted, the Raja thinking they would only get a small 
plot. The distances Avalked by them, however, enclosed the present 
Sakti State, which their descendants have since held. The swords are 
preserved in the family and worshipped at the Dasahra. The last 
chief. Raja Ranjit Singh, was deprived of his powers in rSys for gross 
oppression and attempts to support false representations by means of 
forged documents, and the management of the State ivas assumed by 
the British Government. In 1892 Rup NarSyan Singh, the eldest son 
of the ex-Raja, was installed as chief of Sakti, on his engaging that he 
would be guided in all matters of administration by the advice of 
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a ])i«an appointed by Government. 1’his restriction was subsequently 
removed, but was reimposed in 1902. The relations of the State with 
Government are in charge of a Political Agent, under the supervision 
of the Commissioner, Chhatlisgarh Division. The {ropulation in 1901 
was 22,301, having decreased by 12 per cent, during the preceding 
decade. The number of inhabited villages is 122, and the density of 
population 162 persons per square mile. Gonds and Kawars arc the 
most numerous castes, and the whole population speak the Chhatlls- 
garhl dialect of Hindi. 

The yellow rice land of Chhattisgarh extends over most of the State. 
No regular .agricultural statistics h.ave been prepared since 1893, in 
whicli year the last settlement of revenue was made. It 1904 it was 
estimated that 73 square miles, or 53 per cent, of the total area, were 
cultivjitcd. Of this, 50 squ.arc miles were under rice, the other crops 
being kodo» and urad. It is believed that there has been little 
alteration in the cropping .since 1893. The State contains 258 irrig.!- 
tion tanks. I'he forests lie in the sal belt, and sal {Shorea rohusfa) is 
the principal timber tree, but there is also a little teak. I’imber and 
other forest produce are c.vportcd, and fasar silk cocoons are gathered 
for the local demand. 

The revenue in 1904 was Rs. 38,000, of which Rs. 21,000 was 
derived from land, Rs. 6,900 from forests, and Rs. 4,000 from excise. 
The State has been cadastrally surveyed, and in 1893 a summary settle- 
ment was made on a rough vsiluation of the village lands. The villages 
are generally let to ihehadars or farmers, and many of these have been 
secured against ejectment. The expenditure in 1904 R®- 3 ^)°°®* 

the principal items being general administration (Rs. 1 1,000), expenses 
of the ruling family (Rs. 8,600), and repayment of loans (Rs. 1,200). 
The Government tribute is Rs. i,3oo> ^ud is liable to revision. The 
chief also owns ten villages in Bilaspur District in ordinary proprietary 
right. The State has not sought the assistance of the Engineer of 
the Chhattisgarh States division, and manages its own public works. 

It supports four vernaciiljir schools, with 280 pupils, at an annual 
expenditure of Rs. 4®®i ^ dispensary at SaktI. 

Salar Jang Estate.— -An estate comprising six IdMs situated in 
various Districts of the Hyderabad State. It consists of 333 villages, 
and has an area of 1,486 square miles, with a population (1901) of 
180,150. The /d/uks are Kosgi in Gulbarga, Ajanta in Aurangabad, 
Koppal and Yelbarga in Raichur, Dundgal in Medak, and Raigir in 
Nalgonda. The total revenue is 8-2 lakhs. 

The present representative of the family is NawSb Salar Jang, grand- 
son of the late Sir Salar Jang, G.C.S.I., the great minister of the 
Nizam \ The family claim descent from Shaikh Owais of Karan, who 
• Memoirs of Sir Salar Jaug, by Syed Hossain Bilgrami (>883). 
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lived in the time of the Prophet j Shaikh Owais the second, his tenth 
descendant, came to India during the reign of All Adil Shah (1656-72), 
and settled in Bijapur, where his son, Shaikh Muhammad All, married 
the daughter of Mulla Ahmad Nawayct \ the minister of the Bijapur 
kingdom, by whom he had two sons who rose to high rank. Mulla 
Ahmad having joined the imperial service about 1665, his successor 
ill-treated the two brothers, who eventually left Bijapur during the reign 
of Sikandar Adil Shah and entered the service of Aurangzeb. One 
of these, Shaikh Muhammad Bakar by name, was appointed Dlwan of 
Thal-kokan, and after retiring from active work settled in Aurangabad, 
where he died in 1715- His son, Shaikh Muhammad TakT, scr\’cd 
under Aurangzeb, Bahiidur Shah, and Farrukh Siyar. Asaf Jah, the 
viceroy of the Deccan, appointed him commander of the garrisons of 
all his forts. Shams-ud-dln Muhammad Haidar, son of Muhammad 
Takl, continued in the service of Asaf Jfih, and was promoted by his 
successors. Under Salabat Jang his command was raised to 7,000 font 
and 7,000 horse, and he received the title of Munir-ul-mulk, with the 
appointment of head steward. He was subsequently made Dlwfm of 
the Deccan Sfiha/ts, and finally retired to Aurangribad, of which city he 
was governor. 

He left two sons, the elder of whom, Safdar Khan GhayQr Jang, was 
appointed DlwSn of the Deccan Snbahs in 1782, with the title of Ashja- 
ul-niulk. The tliird son of Ghayflr Jang, from whom the present 
members of the family are directly descended, was All Zaman, Munir* 
ul-mulk 11 . After his death his eldest son became the third Munlr-ul- 
mulk, and was married successively to two daughters of Mir Alam 
(Saiyid Abul Kasim). Mir Alam, who was thus the maternal great- 
grandfather of Sir Sfilar Jang, belonged to the NQria Saiyids of Shustar 
in Persia. His father, Saiyid Razzak, came to India when quite young, 
and settled at Hyderabad, where Niriim All Khan bestowed ja^rs 
upon him. Mir Alam acted as vakii between the British envoy and 
the Hydenabrid minister in 1784. Two years later he went to Calcutta 
as the Ni/.am’s representative, and in 1791 he was sent to Lord 
Cornwallis to discu-ss the peace propo-sals between Tipii Sultiin and the 
allies. He commanded the NizTim’s troops in the campaign of 1799 
against Tipfi, and in 1804 was made minister after the death of Azam- 
ul-Umara. After his death in 1808, he was succeeded ns minister by 
his son-in-law, Munir-ul-roulk III. 

Sir Salar Jang, the grandson of Munir-ul-mulk III, succeeded his 
uncle Siraj-ul-mulk of Hyderabad in 1853. For thirty years the story of 
his life is the history of the Hyderauad State, to the article on which 
reference should be made. For his eminent services he was made 

• Vide History of A^awayels, by Nawub Aziz Jaiij;, puldislicd .it Hyderabad, 1313 
Fa<;li (1904^ 
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G.C.S.I., and during a visit to England in 1S76 he received the U.C.L. 
degree at Oxford, and the freedom of the City of London. In 1884 
the Nizam appointed the elder son of Sir Salar Jang as minister, who, 
however, resigned in 1S87, and died two years later, leaving an infant 
son, Nawab Yilsuf All Khan Bahadur Salar Jang, who is now the only 
direct representative of this distinguished family. 

Sale. — South-western township of Myingyan District, Upper Burma, 
lying along the Irrawaddy, between 20° 32' and 20° 56' N. and 94® 43' 
and 95® 2' E., with an area of 498 square miles. The soil is poor ; 
near the river late sesamuni is the chief crop, while on the less fertile 
lands farther from the stream the staple is early sesamum, followed by 


millet, beans, or /«. The population was 45,394 in ^891, and 33,993 
in 1901, distributed in 157 villages. Sale (population, 2,514), a village 
on the bank of the Irrawaddy, and a port of call for river steamers, 
is the head-quarters. In 1903-4 the area cultivated was 113 square 
miles, and the land revenue and thaihamedn amounted to Rs. 46,000. 

Salem District. — An inland District in the south of the Madras 


Presidency, lying between n® i' and 12° 54' N. and 77 “ 29' and 79° 
2' E., with an area of 7,530 square miles. It is bounded on the north 
by .My.sorc and North Arcot j on the east by North and South Arcot 
and Trichinopoly ; on the south by Trichinopoly and Coimbatore ; and 
on the west by Coimbatore and the Stale of Mysore. 

Salem is made up of three distinct tracts of country, which were 
formerly knotvn as the BSlSghal, the Bakamahal, and the lalaghal. 
The Balaghat, consisting of the Hosur 0 i(k, is 
hilualcd on the Jlysore table-land sind is the most aspects, 
elevated portion of the District, the greater part of it 
being 3,000 feet above sea-level. Ihe Baramahiil is the next step in 
descent, and its extensive plain comprises the Krishnagiri, Dharmapuri, 
'J’iruppattur, and UUangarai fSMs. Of these, Krishnagiri slopes from 
2,000 down to 1,300 feet, which is the general level of the other three. 
An almost unbroken chain of hills, traversing the District a little south 
of its centre from cast-south-east to wesl-north-wesi, separates this tract 
from the T.ilaghat. The latter, comprising the Salem, Atfir, Namakkal, 
and Tirucliengodu fdMis, is, as its name imports, below the Eastern 
Ghats, and descends from a maximum of about 1,200 feet in the Salem 
/fM to the level of the plains of the Carnatic on the east and south. 
'J'hc southern Talaghat is marked by three most striking masses of 
rock, all alike more or less bare of vegetation: namely, the walled and 
balllementcd height of Namakkal, the crescent-topped hill-forlre.ss of 
Tiruchkngodu, and the great, square, white mass of Sankaridrug. 
From it, over a saddle on the north-western base of the Kollaimalais, 
an unsuspected sMt, guarded by a huge statue ot Hanuniilu, descOTfc 
into the ganJens of Nitaagiripet and Rasipur. Emetgtng from ths 
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valley, which is shut in by the Bodainalais, one reaches the higher 
plateau of the northern Talaghat, studded from end to end with 
numerous isolated hills. Particularly striking are the serrated ndge 
of the Kanjamalai outlined sharply against the south-western sky, 
and the peaks of the Godumalai which rise boldly on the east towards 
the Atur valle)’. Much mineral wealth lies hidden in these hills ; their 
iron is exceedingly rich, and valuable beds of white magnesite, which 
local tradition declares to be the bones of the legendary bird Jatayu, 
crop out among the hills on either side of the railway before it enters 
Salem city. 

The great mountain screen above referred lo, which stretches across 
the District with the Shevaroys as its centre, is pierced by four passes 
giving access from the Talaghat to the BSramahal. The easternmost 
of these is the Kottapatti pass, leading to the village of the same name 
at the head of a lovely valley stretching away to the historic ghat of 
Changama (Chengam), through which flows the trade from the north 
into the ancient mart of Tiruvannamalai. This Kottapatti pass 
separates the Tenandamalai from the range of the Kalrayans. On 
either side of the Shevaroys is a ghat leading to the two great land- 
marks of the Baramahal country. The trunk road over the eastern, 
or klanjavadi ghat, passes to the left of the Chitteri hills and winds 
round HarQr towards the sacred heights of Tirthamalai (3,500 feet). 
On the west, the railway, toiling up the MorOrpatti ghat, keeps the 
Vattalamalai to the left and runs past the sharp peak of MukkanUr 
(4,000 feet). The westernmost, or ToppOr pass, leads to the rolling 
downs of Dharmapuri. 

On the north-east of the Baramahal the Javadis hang like a curtain. 

^ From the breezy top of Kambugudi (3,840 feet) there is a fine view 
of the fertile Alangayam valley, of which Munro wrote, ‘There is 
nothing to be compared to it in England, nor, what you will think 
higher praise, in Scotland.’ A rifle-shot carries across from the Javadis 
to the Yelagiri, which is more healthy, and deserves to be more 
popular, than the other minor hill ranges. An extensive view of the 
whole Baramahal country is obtained from this hill. On the right 
gleam the white minarets of Vaniyambadi, above the dark groves of 
coco-nut that stretch away on both sides of the Palar. To the left 
the great red plain heaves into billows, and its many rocky hills seem 
to surge against the mountain guard of the Balaghat, from which the 
country rises tier over tier to the Mysore plateau. 

1 he Melagiris, the chief hill range of the Balaghat, attain a height 
of over 4,500 feet at their southern extremity. Sandal-wood and 
valuable timber abound here, as well as in the Denkanikota jungles. 
The rolling uplands of the Balaghat or HosQr taluk are admirably 
adapted for pasture; and abundant forage is available at the Cavalry 
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Remount Dep6t at Mattagiri, which, with its paddocks and hedgerows 
and the green lanes between, recalls the familiar features of an English 
landscape. 

The river systems of Salem are four in number. The chief stream 
in the District is the Cauvery, which flows along its western and 
southern boundaries, separating it from Coimbatore, and is joined by 
the SanatkumaranadI, the SarabhanganadI, the Tirumanimuttar, the 
Karuvattar, and the Aiyar rivers. The second system may be called 
the Vellar system j to it belong the VasishtanadI and the Swetanadi, 
which drain two parallel valleys running east and west in the Atur /d/uk, 
the former carrying off the drainage of the Kalrayans and the latter that 
of the Kollaimalais and Pachaimalais. The third system is that of 
the PoNNAiYAR, which flows through the Balaghat and B3.ramahal to 
the east coast. The last and smallest system is that of the Palar, 
which traverses the northern comer of Tiruppatttir. 

Geologically, Salem is covered with gneisses and crystalline schists 
belonging to the older and younger Archaeans of Southern India. The 
quartz-magnesite schists of the Kanjamalai, Tlrthamalai, Kollaimalais, 
and the Javadis, beds of great thickness with an average of 40 per cent, 
richness in iron, are included in the latter class ; and the former is 
represented by the lower platform of mixed gneisses, chiefly micaceous 
and hornblendic, partially laid bare in the plains round Salem city. 
The more massive plutonic Archaeans associated with the mixed 
gneisses comprise the charnockite series of granulites, well developed 
in the rugged masses of the Shevaroys and elsewhere, on the eastern 
borders of which occurs a line of exposures of corundum ; the biotite 
gneissose granite of the Baramahal, which builds the sharp cones and 
drugs of that country j and the mottled gneiss of Uttangarai. The 
only rocks of later age than these Archaeans are a scattered set of 
younger intrusives of considerable interest, including an enormous 
number of rock types. Among them are the dunites, the magne- 
site of the Chalk Hills, and some acid pegmatites containing good 
mica. 

Varying so considerably in altitude and in rainfall, the District 
naturally contains a wide range of flora. On the lowest levels are the 
usual Coromandel plants, while at Yercaud on the Shevaroys English 
fruits, flowers, and vegetables flourish wonderfully, and the wild flora is 
almost that of zones of heavy rainfall 

The District is not rich in large game. Tigers and bears are met 
with in the hills adjoining the Cauvery in the Hosur and Dharmapuri 
idliiks, and an elephant occasionally wanders across from the Coimba- 
tore side. Rears and leopards have been almost exterminated on the 
Shevaroys, and deer are now unknown there. The Malaiyalis on all 
the hill ranges have enormously reduced the quantity of small game j 
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bill the jungles in the plains slill abuund with hares, partridges, quail, 
and spur-fowl. 

In Hosur, which is on the Mysore table-land, the climate is as 
pleasant as that of Bangalore, while in the lower Talaghiit .section the 
iieat is a.s oppressive as in the adjoining District of Trichinopoly. The 
mean temperature of Salem city is 82®. The Shevaroys from their 
elevation naturally boast the coolest climate in the District, the thermo- 
meter rarely rising above 75® in the hottest months. The other hill 
ranges approach the Shevaroys in this respect, but they are not free 
from the drawback of malaria. 

The rainfall is fairly evenly distributed through the ])lains, except in 
the two southernmost taluks of Niimakkal and Tiruchengodu, which 
get an average of only 30 inches annually as conniared with the District 
average of 32. 'J'hc Shevaroys are quite exceptional, receiving nearly 
double as much as the rest of the District. 

Tloods on a large scale are unknown, Jn the autumn of 1874 heavy 
freshes occurred in the Talar, wa.shing away the railway line in several 
places and sweeping away a portion of the town of Vaniyambfidi. This 
disaster was repeated on a larger scale in November, 1903, when, owing 
to the bursting of tanks in M)'sore, the river rose even higher than 
before and two suburbs of the town were completely ruined. 

The District was never an independent political entity. In early 
times the north of it was ruled by the Tallavas, while the south was 
included in the Kongo kingdom. In the ninth cen- 
* tury the Chola kings annexed the whole, arid subse- 

quently it passed under the Hoysala Ballalas. In the fourteenth 
century it was conquered by the Hindu kings of Vijayanagar, whose 
sway was acknowledged till the beginning of the seventeenth centuryj 
when the District passed under the Naik rulers of Maduni. From 1652 
parts of it began to fall under the power of the rising Hindu dynasty of 
Mysore, till the whole was absorbed by Chikka Deva Raja, the greatest 
of them, about 1688-90. In 1761 Haidar All usurped the Mysore 
throne. In 1767 the English reduced portions of the B&ramahal and 
carried on, both within and without it, a desultory warfare with Haidar, 
in which the latter had the advantage. By the treaty which concluded 
the war with Haidar’s son TipQ in 1792 the whole District, excepting 
the Hosur taluk, fell to the Company. After the fall of Scringapatam 
and the death of Tipu in 1 799, Hosur also passed to the English. 

The chief objects of antiquarian interest in the District arc the old 
fortresses at Krishnagiri, Namakkal, and Sakkaridruc. 

Excepting Coimbatore, Salem is the most sparsely peopled of the 
Population. Districts of the Presidency. The numbers 

at the four enumerations were as follows: (1S71) 
1,966,995, (18S1) 1,599,595, (1891) 1,962,591, and (1901) 2,204,974. 
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The decrease of 19 per cent, in i88t was due tn ihe severity of the 
great famine of 1876-8 ; hut the recover}’ was rapid during the ten years 
ending 1901, the rate of increase being higher than in any District except 
Kistna. Salem consists of nine taluks^ the licad-cjuarlers of which are 
at the places from which each is named! Statistics of them according 
to the Census of igor arc appended : — 



1 'he chief of tlic eleven towns in the District are the three munici- 
palities of Sai.km, IhRUPPATTUR, and VAKiYAMnAOi. Of the population 
in 190 r, 2,116,768, or 96 per cent., were Hindus; 68,497 were Musal- 
m/ins; and r9,642 Christians. Tamil is the mother tongue of 71 per 
cent, of the people, and I'elugu is spoken by rp per cent. In HosQr 
Kanarese is the vernacular of a considerable proportion. 

As elsewhere, agriculture is the predominant occupvation. The largest 
castes are all agriculturists, the most numerous being the Pallis 
f5T6,ooo), Vellalans (396,000), and Paraiyans (185,000). Brahmans 
are unu.sually few, numbering only 15 in every 1,000 of the population, 
or less than in any area except the three Agencies in the north of the 
Presidency and the Nilgiris. 'fhe shepherd Kurumbans (50,000) and 
the Kuravnns, a wandering people who have a bad reputation for crime, 
arc more numerous in Salem than in any other District. 

Of the total Christian population in 190T, 18,701 were natives of 
India. Of the various sects, the Roman Catholics greatly preponderate, 
numbering r 7,624. The foundation of the Christian Church in the 
District was laid in 1630 by the celebrated Robert de Nobili, He 
landed in India In 1606, and after founding the well-known mission at 
Madura, turned his steps to the north. He passed by Trichinopoly 
to Scndamangalam, which was then the capital of a ruler called 
Ramacbnndra Naik, tributary to the king of Madura. This chief 
welcomed the missionary and gave him a site on whicli to build a church. 
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De Nobi'H then pushed on to Salem, where after a period of trouble he 
succeeded in winning over the ruler there, who was also tributary to 
Madura, in 1630. A church was built in the place about this time, 
The mission then developed towards the north, and a centre was 
established at Koilfir in the Dharmapuri lalfth. By the middle of the 
eighteenth century the number of converts had reached a large total, 
but the suppression of the Jesuits in 1773 checked the advance of 
Christianity 5 and when Tipu Sultan ascended the throne of Mysore 
he ordered the Koilfw church to be destroyed and deported half the 
Christian population to Mysore, where he sought to convert them 
forcibly to Muhammadanism. The work, however, went on in spite 
of these difficulties, .and at the present d.!)' there are Catholic mission- 
aries in every p.art of the District Of the Protestant missions the 
most important is the Tendon Mission, which began work in Salem as 
early as 1827. 

Agricultunally, the northern and central sections of the District .are 
generally inferior in soil .and situation to the southern or Trilagh.at 
. — , 1. section. The prevailing soil everywhere is red sand, 
which occupies as much ns 82 per cent, of the whole 
area. This, however, is not the ordinar)’ barren red .sand of Trichi- 
nopoly and South Arcot, but is of superior quality and as good as red 
loam. The first three months of the year arc usually rainless, and the 
fall in April is not great. The May rainfall, the c.arly showers which 
precede the south-west monsoon, is usu.ally copious and marks the 
commencement of the cultivation season, which goes on through the 
south-west monsoon, on which the District mainly depends, and 
the north-east rains. The months during which the largest sowings 
are m.adc are July, August, and October ; but over the greater p.art of 
the western tabths a wide area of crop is put in even before June. 

A considerable portion of the District is compo.scd of samtniari and 
imm land, which covers 2,052 squ,arc miles out of the total area of 
7 , 53 ®* Returns are not .available for the zamindaris, .and the area for 
which statistics are collected is 5,675 square miles. The table on 
the next page gives details for 1903-4, areas being in square miles. 

The characteristic food-grains of the District are v 5 ^ {Eleusitte 
coraeana) and cavthu {PcKfitseltim iypitoidctttti), the former, generally 
speaking, being most prominent in the northern and central sections 
and the latter in the southern portion. The .area under them in 1903-4 
avas 431 and 516 square miles respectively. Rice is grown largely in 
Namakkal and AtQr. The former lafuk contains a large area of 
plantain and sugar-cane cultivation, and the latter of areca-nut .and 
coco-nut. Of special crops, the coffee on the Shevaroy Hills is the 
most important. It covers an area of 9,000 acres, most of it grown 
under European supcr\’ision. In Atflr 3,000 acres are occupied by 
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indip, and in the Hosfir tahdi mulberry is grown to a small extent for 
rearing silkworms, 
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After the great fannne of 1876-8 there was a considerable decrease 
in tlic area of the holdings in the District, the decline being as much 
ns 20 per cent. Since then, hoAVCYcr, the country has rapidly recovered, 
and the area now occupied is one-fifth more llran it was before that 
famine, Ko marked improvements can, however, be said to liave been 
made in the local metliods of agriculture. Only in the extension of 
well-irrigation has a real advance been made. During the sixteen years 
ending 1904 nearly lakhs was advanced to ryots under the liand 
Improvements J,oans Act, and this has been chiefly laid out in digging 
or repairing wells. 

Owing to the number of hill ranges and the large area of waste land 
affording pasture, the District is generally rich in live-stock. This is 
especially the case in the Hosilr iahik, where the climate is favourable 
to the growth of grass, and almost every ryot keeps attached (0 his 
holding a small patch of grass land which is rescr\-ecl for pasture. The 
chief breeds of cattle are three : namely, the Mysore, the .Alambadi, 
and the Tirucliengodu. The first is raised in tlie forests bordering on 
the Cauvery in the T-Tosflr taluk^ and the second in the forest land of 
Die Pennagaram side of the Dharmapuri iahih. The Inillocks of both 
the.se breeds are in much demand for draught, and command good 
prices at the great cattle fairs of the southern Districts, The cows 
of the Tiruchengodu breed, though small, are good milkers. The 
.shocj) are of the two well-known classes called Kurumba and Sem- 
meri. The former is woolly and black or brown ; the latter, bairy and 
reddish in colour. Government encourages pony-breeding by main- 
taining stallions at different stations in tlie District, and there is 
a Remount DtipOl at Hosua. 

Of the total cultivated arc.! of tire noUvmi and ' minor imm' land, 
29T square miles, or 14 per cent., were irrigated in 1903-4. Of this, 
122 square miles {42 per cent.) were supplied from wells; iir square 
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miles (38 per cent.) from tanks ; and onl3' 44 square miles (1$ per cent.) 
from canals. The Cauverj’ is of little use for irrigation till it enters the 
NSmakkal ialuk. Here three channels of a total length of 49 miles 
take off from it, and convert more than 7,000 acres, which would 
otherwise be barren, into a fertile area that has with justice been called 
the garden of the District. 

The tributaries of the Cauvery have not the same constant flow as 
the main stream, and the land watered by them is liable to failure of 
crops, owing to short supply of water. The Vellar river system in the 
Atflr taluk possesses a perennial supply and irrigates an area of 9,400 
acres. The Ponnaiyar, mth its tributaries, waters 26,000 acres, in- 
cluding both direct and indirect irrigation. Of the 1,842 Government 
tanks in the District, the only one large enough to be worth mention 
is the Barur tank fed by the Ponnaiyar, which irrigates about 3,000 
acres. Of the tanks, 79 per cent are small reservoirs supplying less 
than 50 acres each, and 32 per cent, of these irrigate less than 10 acres 
each. In these small works the supply is very precarious, and has to 
be supplemented by wells to enable a ‘ wet crop ’ to be raised. Accord- 
ingly, we find that there are 25,152 wells in ‘wet’ land, a larger number 
than that in any other District in the Presidency except North and 
South Arcot. Wells in ‘dry’ land are also numerous, numbering 
53,878, a figure exceeded only by Coimbatore and North and South 
Arcot. They are most numerous in the TalaghSt and least so in the 
BalSghat. The garden land supplied by them is cultivated with great 
skill, and the crops raised are heavier and more valuable than tho.se 
irrigated from channels or tanks. In the Rasipur side of the Salem 
taluk this garden cultivation is especially excellent. 

The chief forests form a horseshoe belt across the District from west 
to east, beginning on the mass of bills bordering the Cauvery and 
thence extending along the Shevaroys in the centre 
ores s. District to the Chitteri and Kalrayan hills. 

The Pachaimalais and Kollaimalais form a separate block in the 
south-eastern corner of the District. The area of ‘reserved’ forests 
is 1,560 square miles, and that of ‘reserved’ lands 96 square miles. 
Sandal-wood flouri.shes on almost every hill range, but is mo.st abundant 
on the Javadis and the Cbitteris at an altitude of 2,000 to 3,000 feet. 
Teak, black-wood {Dalbergia latifelia)^ acha {HarJwickia Inmta), migat 
(Pterocarpus Marsupium), Terminalia tomeutosa, satin-wood {Clilora- 
xylon Swiefeuid), Arwge/ssus latifolia, and other timber trees grow to a 
moderate size in all the forests, while along the streams in the hills some 
large specimens of Tewnmlia Arjum are found. At the foot, and on 
the lower slopes, of all the hill ranges on the eastern side of the District 
are numbers of tamarind-trees growing to a remarkable height and 
size. The forests within 15 miles of the Madras Railway were until 
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recently worked principjilly for the supply of fuel for the line. The 
work in the Fore.sl department has now become so heavy that an 
additional Forest officer has been posted to the District. 

Salem is rich in minerals. Gold, iron, saltpetre, mica, corundum, 
rubies, magnesite, and crystalline limestone have all been found. 
Dr. Heyne, an Indian medical officer who toured 
throughout the countrj’ in the early part of last 
centurj’, refers to some gold-mines at Siddharkovil, a place conjectured 
to be near Rayakottai. Gold used to be found also at the foot of the 
Kanjamalai hills, people washing for it in the streams after the rains. 
No gold in workable quantities is found now. Licences have been 
taken out for prospecting in the village of Kanavaypudilr in the Salem 
/a/uk and in the Kurumbapatti ‘re.ser\'cd * forests of the Shevaroy Hills, 
but the search has been without result. 

Magnetic iron ore of an excellent quality is found in practically 
inexhaustible abundance in the District, but the scarcity of cheap fuel 
prevents its utilization. The iron beds occur chiefly in five groups : 
the Kanjamalai group at the hill of the same name, the Godumalai 
group in the Salem-Atur valley, the Singipatti group 4 miles south of 
the Godumalai, the KollaimalaM’alamalai group in the eastern part of 
the Namakkal /tlM, and thel'frlhamalai group in the Utlangarai faM, 
In the villages in the vicinity of these beds the ore is smelted in the 
primitive Indian fashion, but not to the same extent as formerly when 
there was no competition from Englush wrought iron. Salem iron was 
famous in the early years of the last century, and a company known as 
the I’orto Novo Iron Company worked the ores on the Kanjamalai 
hills at foundries established at Porto Novo in South Arcot and at 
Pulampatti on the Cativery in the I'iruchengodu As the jungles 

diminished, charcoal for smelting had to be brought from longer 
distances, and the working expenses became too heavy to allow of any 
profit. The company finally ceased to exist about 1867. At present 
two firms hold prospecting licences for the Kanjamalai iron, hut 
nothing has yet been done to develop it. 

Saltpetre gives work to three refineries at Mohamlr in the Namakkal 
/tl/i/L Mica-mining operations were conducted for a short time in 
the villages of Chinnamanali and Cholasiramani, but have ceased. 
Corundum is extracted under a mining lease at KornSrapalaiyam in 
the Namakkal /aM. In a number of other villages also corundum 
is found, and the right to quarrj* for it is annually leased out by 
auction. Along with the corundum, rubies are sometimes discovered. 
Magnesite is being extracted under a mining lease in five Government 
villages and one jS^r village in the Salem The area leased is 

1,131 acres, and in 1904 the out-turn was 174 tons in Government 
land and 1,141 tons iny<7^7;- land. 
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The chief industry in Salem is weaving, which is carried on in every 
town or village of any importance. Pure silk cloths and good white 
cloths with silk borders are woven, especially in 
CO city, and exported to other Districts j but the 

’ industry is now on the decline, owing to the competi- 
tion of English machine-made goods, Kurumbans or shepherds weave 
coarse blankets from sheep's wool all over the District, and a superior 
variety of these articles is made at Lattivadi in the Namakkal fahth. 
Indigo is manufactured in fifty-five factories in Atfir and two in Tirup* 
pattfir. Several tanneries for the curing of hides exist at Tiruppattur, 
Vaniyambadi, and elsewhere. The latter town is a centre of the 
I^abbais, a mixed race of Musalmans who do most of the skin trade 
in the Presidency. Potstone utensils are made at OmalQr in the 
Salem taluJt. 

Rice, wheat, castor-oil seed, castor-oil, cloth, betel-leaves, 
plantains, areca-nuts, indigo, tamarinds, mangoes, coffee, and cattle are 
among the chief exports of the District. Salt, pepper, tobacco, yarn, 
and ground-nuts are some of the principal articles imported. Cattle 
are driven from Hosvir and Dharmapuri to the great cattle-markets in 
South Arcot, Trichinopoly, Madura, and Tinnevelly. The mangoes 
go to Madras and Bombay (where they are sold as Bombay mangoes), 
and betel-leaves and plantains are sent to the same places. The 
internal trade of the country is carried on at weekly markets, which 
are held at most of the lai^e villages and form a feature of social 
life in this District. They are usually managed by the local boards, 
which in 1903-4 collected Rs. 15,800 in market fees. 

The south-west line of the Madras Railway enters the District near 
Vaniyambadi and runs through to the Cauvery, which it crosses by 
a fine bridge near Erode. A narrow-gauge (2^ feet) railway between 
Morappur and Dharmapuri is under construction, and a similar line 
between Tiruppattur and Krishnagiri has recently been opened. The 
District has the largest mileage of roads (2,020 miles) in the Presidency 
except Coimbatore, but only 582 miles are metalled. There are 
avenues of trees along 1,311 miles of road, which are managed by 
the local boards. 

During the last century the District experienced two famines, in 
1833 and 1876-8, and serious scarcity in 1866 and 1891-2. The 

. most terrible calamity was the famine of 1876-8, 
Famine. j j • , • , . , r 

and dunng its height as many as 369,137 of the 

population were being gratuitously fed. The expenditure on relief 

works was 28 lakhs, on gratuitous relief 32 lakhs, and the indirect 

expenditure and loss of revenue amounted to a further sum of 

81 - lakhs. 

The District is arranged into four administrative subdivisions, two • 
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• of which are usually in charge of members of the Indian Civil Scm'ce, 
and the other two of Deputy-Collectors recruited in India, These 
• are Hosur, comprising the IIosuii, Krisiinaoiri, and ... 
Pharmaipuri iahths \ Tiruppattur, comprising Tirup- 
PATTURand U'rTANGARAi; Namahlcal, comprising Namakkai. and Tiru- 
CHENfiODU ; and Salem, comprising Saixm and AtOr. A fahs'MIr is in 
charge of each taluk, but in only four taluks is there a stationar)’ sub- 
magistrate for magisterial work, which in the other five is entnisted 
to a slicristadar magistrate. 1'cn dcpuly-/<r/w?///((7;‘j arc subordinate to 
the tahsVdars. 1 ’herc is the usual .staff of superior officers, with the 
addition of the second District Forest officer already mentioned. 

Civil justice is administered by the District Judge, aided by a Sub- 
Judge who sits for part of the ,ycar at Salem, and by five District 
Munsifs. Criminal justice is dispensed by the Sessions Court, the 
divisional magistrates (who have the usual first-class powers), and the 
subordinate second-class magistmtes. Much of the crime is committed 
by the Pallis and the Kuravans already referred to. Dacoity has been 
more than usually prevalent of late. 

The land revenue history of Salem District is of considerable interest, 
as the beginnings of the ryotwdri sy.stcm were evolved here. The old 
native method was to rent out the country by villages or other small 
areas to the village headmen or other lessees. Captain Read, the first 
Collector of the l^istrict, look charge in 1792. Government instructed 
him to effect a settlement for a term of five years with the cultivators 
themselves. To do this, Read, with the co-operation of his Assistants, 
Graham and Munro, suiweyed all the land in the District and fixed 
a money assessment on the fields, the operations being completed in 
five years (1793-7). During the lime the .survey was in progress a 
change had come over Read’s opinions; and, on December 10, 179^1 
he issued his famous order which gave ryots the option of holding their 
land either under the old lease system or under annual settlements, the 
latter mode allowing them to give up early in each year wliatever land 
they might not Cjire to cultivate that year, and to retain for any length 
of time .such land as they wished, subject to the payment of assessment 
for it. This was the germ of the ryotwdri system ; but the revenue 
system of Bengal, where I^rd Cornwallis had introduced permanent 
settlement, was extended to Madras by the Government of India. In 
1802 Read’s ryotwdri settlement was cancelled by the appointment 
of a special commissioner, who, in the next three years, parcelled out 
the District into 205 mitiahs (estates), w'hich were sold at auction to the 
highest bidders and held on fixed rents. The zamhiddn systern was 
a failure. Owing to the high rates at which the rents were fixed and 
the low margin of profit remaining to the mittaliddrs, the sums payable 
by them fell into arrear, their mittaks were in consequence attached 
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and sold, and for want of other hid<lc?s Oovernmetit had to Iniy them 
In. The estates tints broken up were then administered under ilte 
ryohvari system. 'J’hc evil of exccs-sive assessments was partially 
reduced by orders issued in 1816 .and t8i 8; but sy.stt mntic reduction 
was not cITeclcd before 1S59, when the Government s;tncHoncd pro- 
posals of the Collector for a percentape rthatement in the old rates. 
Tltc reduction gave a wonderful impetus to cultiv.ition, and the land 
revenue rose with a bound. In iSfio a scientific survey of the District 
was begun, and in iSjr a new revenue settlement was in.auguratcd. 
'I'he survey showed that the evtent of holdings in the old accounts had 
been understated by 15 per cent., and the .scillemcnl rcstilicd in an 
increase of revenue .nmounting to 4 per <‘etU. The average assessment 
per aero on ‘wet' land was Rs. 3-1 s-i in the norilj of the District 
and Rs. 5-r-9 in the south, the mavimtim being Rs. to-8 and the 
minimum Rs. 1-4, On 'dry' land thr- average assessment was 
R. 0-J4-5 in the north and Rs. 1-5-fi in the smnh, the ma\imnm 
being Rs. 5 and the minimum 4 annas per acre, 'riu's settlement is 
now being revised in five taluks by a resurvey and a rt'scttlcment. 

The revemie from land .and the total revenue in recent years are 
given below, in thousands of rupees ; — 

j j I I 

• ! Jf.io , J i 

- 3«.fo ' 45,6? ; 4{),i9 ; 

_l ; ! I 

I.,ocal affairs are nwnaged by a District l)o.itd and four taluk hairds, 
the jurisdictions of the latter corresponding to the four subdivisions 
.above mentioned. Tlu' total expenditure of ihr.'^e bodies in >903-4 
was 4.37 lakhs, the chief items being roads and buildings (1-85 lakhs), 
education (Rs. 71.000), .'ind medical scrvicixs (1-30 hkhs). The chief 
source of income i.s, as tistml, the laud cess. The towns of .Sai.rrf, 
'riui'iT.muR, and V.xxivAMKAni arc nujnicipalitics and are excluded 
from the control of the hoards. The number of Unions ks thirty-four. 
The police force is man.aged by a District Superintendent aided by 
an Assistant. 'I'berc are 102 police .stations; and the force in 1004 
numbered 1,285 const.ah1c,s and head constables, working under 21 in- 
spectors, and 2,475 police. Hesidc.s the Salem jail, which is one 
of the seven Central prisons of the Province and &m hold 54S convicl.s, 
there arc >8 subsidiary jails, which can collectively accommodate 
201 male .and 1 1 8 female prisoners. 

In education .Salem is very backward. The proportion of the popu- 
lation who can read and write i.s .scarcely more than half the average 
for the southern Districts as a whole, and the only areas in the ^ladras 
Presidency which at tlie Ceirsus of 1901 contained a smaller jicrccntage 


I.Atid rcvciuic . 
Total Tcvemte . 
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of lilcralc persons were Viziigapalani and the ihrcc Agency Tracts. Of 
every 1,000 persons in the District, only 38 were classed as literate. 
The number of literate j)crsons among the males and females of the 
District amounted to 74 and 4 per i,ooo respectively. Only 5 per 
cent, of the males had received any eduaiiion in English, and the 
number of girls (including all the Europeans and Eurasians) who could 
read and write that language was only 500, Education Avas most 
advanced in the Tiruppattur, Salem, and Namakkal taluks^ and leijst so 
in Uttangarai and 'J'iruchengodu. 'I'hc total number of pupils under 
instruction in i8So-i was 9,316 ; in 1S90-1, 23,171 ; in 1900-1, 31,976; 
and in 1903-4, 31,231. The number of educational institutions of all 
kinds in the District in 1904 was 972, of Avhich 847 were classed as 
public and the remainder as private. Of the former, 1 1 were managed 
by the Educational department, 197 by the local boards, and 26 by the 
municipalities, Avliile 288 Avere aided from Local funds and 325 Avere 
unaided. These institutions include the municipal college at Salem, 
25 secondary, 818 primary, and 3 training and other special schools. 
The number of girls in lhe.se Avas 4,023. As usual, the majority of the 
pupils Avere only in primary clas.ses. Of the male population of school- 
going age 15 [)cr cent. Avere in the primary stage of instruction, and 
of the female population of the same age 2 per cent. The corre- 
sponding percentages for iMusalmUns AA'crc 72 mid 12. Panchama 
pupils numbering 1,344 "'ere being cducsited in 51 .schools main- 
tained especially for them. The total c.xpenditure on education in 
1903-4 Ava.s I^. 1,73,000, of which Rs. 69,000 was derived from fees. 
Of the total, 7 1 Jier cent. Avas devoted to primary education. 

'I’he District po.ssessc.s 11 hospitals and 15 dispensaries, Avith accom- 
modation for JI4 in-paiicnts. In 1903 the number of cases treated 
Avas "03000 of Avhom 1,400 Avere in-patients, and 7,100 operations 
Av'erc "performed. 'I’he c.xpenditure Avas Rs. 56,000, met chiefly from 
Local and municipal funds. 

In iyo3-4 the number of persons successfully vaccinated Avas 27 
ncr'rooo^of the population, the mean for the Presidency being 30. 
Vaccination is compulsory in all the municipalities and Unions, and 
in' the village of Komarapfilaiyam in the Tinichengodu /aM. 
rpi. U Eanu, E/s/r/A Manual ( 1 883).] 

Salem Subdivision.— Subdivision of Salem District, Madras, 
consisting of the Salkm and Atur tMuks. 

Salem Taluk.— Central tahik of Salem District, Madras, lying 
betAveen n” 23' and ii® 59' N. and 77® 46' and 78® 29' E., Avith an 
'irea of 1,071 square miles. The greater part is composed of a scries 
of valleys from S to 12 miles Avide shut in by lofty ranges of hills, the 
chief being the Shevaroys, on Avhich stands the sanitarium of Yer- 
caud, the Toppflr hills, and the Tenandamalai on the north, Avhich 
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separate the taluk from the Baramahai-. The chief river is the Tiru- 
manimuttar, which rises in the Shevaroys and flows through the city 
of Salem to Tiruchengodu and on to Namakkal, where it enters ,the 
Oiuvery. But the mainstay of irrigation is the wells sunk by the 
ryots themselves, whieh are more numerous here than in any other 
portion of the District. The taluk had a population of 470,181 in 
1901, as compared with 417,379 in 1891. It contains 476 villages 
and two towns: Salem Citv (population, 70,621), the head-quarters 
of the District and taluks and Rasipur (11,512), the head-quarters 
of a deputy-/fl//i//<f<fr. The taluk is rich in minerals, containing the 
famous iron deposits of Kanjamalai and the magnesite of the Chalk 
Hills. The demand for land revenue and cesses in 1903-4 amounted 
to Rs. 6,41,000. 

Salem City. — Head-quarters of the District and taluk of the same 
name in Madras, situated in 11“ 39' N. and 78“ 10' E., 206 miles by 
rail from Madras city. It lies in a picturesque valley, bounded on the 
north by the Shevaroys and on the south by the Jarugumalais. The 
Tiruraanimultiir river, flowing through this valley, contributes to the 
wealth of greenness which is the great charm of the landscape. Salem 
contains the usual offices, a small college, and one of the seven Central 
jails of the Presidency, The residences of the officials, except of the 
Collector whose house is in the native quarter, are pleasantly situated 
on high ground along the road to Yercaud, which is only 14 miles 
distant by the old bridle-path. The city is straggling and extensive, 
being about 4 miles long and 3 broad. Its population in 1901 was 
70,621, and it ranks as the fifth largest place in the Presidency. Of 
the total, Hindus numbered 63,444, Musalmans 5,811, and Christians 
1,365. In 1871 the population Wris 50,012; in i88r, 50,667; and in 
1891, 67,710, A serious riot took place here in 1882 between the 
Muhammadans and the Hindus, the question involved being the old 
one of the right of a Hindu procession to p.ass a Musalman mosque. 
Salem was made a municipality in 1866. The receipts and expenditure 
during the ten years ending 1902-3 averaged about Rs. .77,000 and 
Rs. 70,000 respectively. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 90,000, the 
chief items being house and land taxes; and the expenditure was 
Rs 1,00,000, including medical services and sanitation (Rs. 39,000), 
education (Rs. 23,000), and public works (Rs. 20,000). The great want 
of the city is a proper water-supply. Several schemes have been inves- 
tigated, but only recently has a promising one been discovered. Salem 
formerly had an evil reputation as a hotbed of cholera, and in the 
autumn of 1875 there were 2,039 attacks and 840 deaths in the short 
space of six weeks. Weaving in silk and cotton is the chief local 
industry, but is on the decline. In the distress of 1891-2 the weavers 
suffered greatly and emigrated in large numbers, the demand for 
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their productions liaying falicn off owing to the scarcity of money 
among their usuai clients. Government started a speciai scheme for 
their relief, by undertaking to purchase clotlis from them on a system 
which left them a margin for subsistence. 

■ Salempur*Majhauli.~Two adjacent villages in the Deoria tahsU 
of Gorakhpur District, United Provinces, situated on either bank of the 
Little Gandak river, in 26“ 17' N. and 83° 57' E. Salempur Is now 
a station on tlic IJengal and North-Western Railway. The two villages 
arc treated us one town; population (1901), 6,051. Majhauli, on the 
cast, is die residence of the Raja of the Wajhauli estate, one of 
the most important in the District, the Raja being recognized as head 
of the Bisen Rfijputs. 1 he estate deteriorated owing to improridence 
and continued bad administration, but has recovered under the manage* 
ment of the Court of Wards. The fort is a modern brick building 
of commonplace appearance. 'Phe joint town is administered under 
Act XX of 1856, with an income of about Rs. 700. There is no 
trade. A school in Salempur has 43 pupils, and another in Majhauli 
115. There is also a girls’ school with 27 pupils at Majhauli. 

Salin Subdivision.— Northern subdivision of Minbu District, 
Upper Burma, compri-sing the Salin and Sidoktaya townships. 

Saliti Township.— North-eastern township of Minbu District, 
Upper Burma, lying along the Irrawaddy, betivecn 20® 20' and 21® 
2' N. and 94® 18' and 94® 53' E., with an area of 741 square miles. 
I'lie chief feature of the township is its ancient irrigation system, the 
main canal, from which numerous branches run, being about i8 miles 
in length. The country is flat and fertile. The population was 98,922 
in 1891, and 100,737 in 1901, distributed in one town, Salin (popula- 
tion, 7,957), the liead-quartcrs, and 464 villages, of which the most 
important i.s Sinbyugyun (population, 5,487), near the Irrawaddy. This 
is by far the most densely populated township in the District. The 
area cultivated in 1903-4 was r86 square miles, and the land revenue 


and thathameda amounted to Rs. 3,18,000. 

Salin Town.— Head-quarters of a subdivision in Minbu District, 
Upper Burma, situated in 20® 35' N. and 94® 40' E., on the right bank 
of the Salin river, 9 miles west of the Irrawaddy. It is on low ground, 
surrounded by well-irrigated paddy-fields, and is connected with Sin- 
hyugyuu and the Irrawaddy by a good metalled road. According to 
tradition the town was founded about a.d. 1200 by king Narapadisithu 
of Pagan, and the ruins of the Burmese wall are still to be traced. 
'J’he neighbourhood was the scene of active operations at the time of 
the anne.\ation of Upper Burma. After its occupation in 1886 the 
town was besieged for three days by the pongyi rebel Oktama, who was 
driven off- by a force under Major Atkinson, but that officer fell in' 
the attack. 
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The populaliun of Salin has fallen of late in the same way as has 
that of other towns in the drj’ zone, the actual decrease ha\’ing been 
from 10,345 in 1891 to 7,957 in 1901. The town has a large bazar 
and is a thriving trade centre, for nearly all the business from the 
]\lon river comes to Salin and not to Minbu, and the main road from 
the An pass enters the town from the west. Salin was constituted 
a municipality in 1887. The income and expenditure during the ten 
years ending 1901 averaged Rs. 21,000. In 1903-4 the receipts were 
Rs. 21,000, including Rs. 12,000 from the municipal bazar, and Rs. 4,000 
house and land ta.\ ,* and the e.Kpenditurc was Rs. 23,000, the principal 
items of outlay being Rs. 7,700 spent on conservancy, Rs. 4,700 on 
public works, and Rs. 2,500 on the hospital, 'i'he municipal hospital 
has accommodation for 22 in-patients. 

Salingyi.— Township of the Lower Chindwin District, Upper 
Burma, lying between 21® 49' and 22" 8' N. and 94® 47' and 95® 10' E., 
along the western bank of the Chindwin, with an area of 296 square 
miles. The population was 43,658 in 1891, and 50,814 in 1901, dis- 
tributed in 211 villages, Salingyi (population, 1,503), a village south of 
Monywa and a few miles to the west of the Chindwin, being the head- 
quarters. The township is flat, e,\cept in the north-east, and is well 
watered and thickly populated. 'I'hc soil is for the most part black 
cotton soil, which produces rice, jmvar^ sesamum, peas, gram, and 
cotton. The area cultivated in 1903-4 was 147 square miles, and the 
land revenue and thathameda amounted to Rs. 1,19,900. 

Saikhia,— Northern suburb of Howrah City, Bengal, containing 
ducks. Government salt godowns, salt crushing-mills, jute-presses, and 
engineering and iron works. 

Salon Tahsil,— South-easleni iahs'il of Rae Bareli District, United 
Provinces, comprising the parganas of Parshadepur, Rokha Jais, and 
Salon, and lying between 25° 49' and 26® 19' N. and 81® 13' and 81° 
37' E,, north of the Ganges, with an area of 440 square miles. Popula- 
tion fell from 262,120 in 1891 to 261,270 in 1901. There are 444 
villages and two towns: Jais (population, 12,688) and Salo.v (5,170), 
the talisil head-quarters. The demand for land revenue in 1903-4 was 
Rs. 3,67,000, and for cesser Rs. 60,000. The density of population, 
594 persons per square mile, is almost that of the District as a whole. 
Across the centre of the iafial flows the Sai from west to ejist. Its 
banks are fringed by light sandy soil, while to the north is found 
a great plain of stiff clay land, producing rice. South of the Sai lies 
a series of jfah which once formed a river-bed, and along the Ganges 
is a rich alluvial tract producing magnificent spring crops. In 1903-4 
the area under cultivation was 241 square miles, of rvhich 123 were 
irrigated. Wells serve three-fourths of the irrigated area, tanks or Jhils 
being the other source of supply. 
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Salon Town.— Head-quarters of the lahsll of the same name in 
Rae Bareli District, United Provinces, situated in 26“ 2' N. and 81® 
28' E., on a metalled road from Rae Bareli town. Population (1901), 
Sit?®* The town is traditionally said to have been founded by 
Salivahan, ancestor of the Bais, and was for long held by the Bhars. 
Under Oudh rule Salon was the head-quarters of a c/iakla, and on 
annexation the name was preserved till after the Mutiny, when the 
District officer was posted to Rae Bareli. Salon contains a dispensary 
and a branch of the Methodist Episcopal Mission, besides the usual 
offices. It is also the residence of the manager of a large Muham- 
madan religious endowment. A grant of land was first given by 
Aurangzeb, and additions were made by subsequent rulers. Two- 
fifths of the income are spent on a school and charitable gifts, and the 
accounts are submitted to the District officer. A middle vernacular 
school is attended by 80 pupils. 

Salsette. — Large island forming the Salsette fSliika of Thana 
District, Bombay, lying between 18® 53' and 19“ rp' N. and 72“ 
47' and 73® 3' 15 ., extending 16 miles from Biindra northwards to the 
Basscin inlet, and connected with Bombay Island by bridge and aiuse- 
way. The area is 246 square miles; and the island contains three 
towns, Bandra (population, 22,075), Thana (r6,oii), the head-quarters 
of the District and tSluka, and Kurla (14, 831); and 128 villages, 
including Vn,SAVA (5,426). The population in 1901 was 146,933, com- 
piired with r26,5i8 in 1891. It is the most densely populated taluka in 
the District, with an average of 597 persons per square mile. Land 
revenue and cesses in 1903-4 amounted to about 2*6 lakhs. Along 
the centre of the island, from north to south, runs a broad range of 
hills, which, after subsiding into the plain near Kurla, crops up again 
in the southernmost point of the island at Trombay. The central and 
highest, Thana peak, is 1,530 feet above sea-level ; and on the north is 
a detached sharp peak 1,500 feet high. Spurs from the main range run 
wc.st towards the .sea, while the loiv lands are much intersected by tidal 
creeks, which, especially on the north-west, split the sea-face of the 
faluka into small islands. There arc no large fresh-water streams ; but 
the supply of water from wells is of fair quality and pretty constant. 
The staple crop is rice; and most of the uplands are reserved for grass 
for the Bombay market. The coast abounds in coco-nut groves, and 
the palmyra p.'ilm grows plentifully in most parts. This beautiful island 
is rich in rice-fields, diversified by jungles, and studded with hills. 
The ruins of Portuguese churches, convents, and villas attest its former 
importance, and its antiquities at Kanheri still form a subject of 
interest. Eighteen estates, consisting of 53 villages, were granted in 
Salsette by the East India Company, some freehold, and others on 
payment of rent, and liable to assessment. The lines of the Great 
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Indian Peninsula Railway and of the Bombay, Baroda, and Central 
India Railway traverse the faMa. Since the first outbreak of plague 
in Bombay, a large number of villa residences have been built by the 
Avealthier merchants of Bombay near the latter railway. An additional 
Assistant Collector was appointed in 1902 to plan new roads and 
control building operations- Seized by the Portuguese early in the 
sixteenth centuiy, Salsette should have passed to the English, together 
with Bombay Island, as part of the marriage portion of the queen of 
Charles II. The Portuguese in 1662, hoAvever, contested its transfer 
under the marriage treaty, and it was not till more than a ccnturj' after- 
wards that possession was obtained. The Maratluls took it from the 
declining Portuguese in 1739. The English captured it from the 
Marathas in December, 1774, and it was formally annexed to the East 
India Company’s dominions in 1782 by the Treaty of Salbai. 

Salt Range. — Hill S3'stem in the Jhelum, ShSihpur, and Mianwiili 
Districts of the Punjab, deriving its name from its extensive deposits 
of rock-salt, and extending from 32® 41' to 32® 56' N. and 71® 42' 
to 73® E. It was known to the ancient historians .is the Makhialah 
hills and the Koh-i-Jfid. The main chain commences In the lofty 
hill of Chail, 3,701 feet above sea-level, which is formed by the con- 
vergence of three spurs cropping up from the Jhelum river, and divided 
from the Himalayan outliers only by the intervening river rnlley. The 
most northern of these spurs rises abruptly from the river bank at 
Sultanpur, and runs nearly p.irallel with the Jhelum at a distance of 
25 miles, till it joins the main chain after a course of 40 miles. It 
bears the local name of the Nili hills. The second spur, knorm as 
the Rohtas range, runs half-way between the Nili hills and the river, 
parallel with both. It contains the fort of Rohtas, and the hill of 
Tilla in Jhelum District, 3,242 feet above sea-level. The third or 
Pabbi spur rises south of the Jhelum, dips for a while on approaching 
the river valley, and rises once more on the northern bank till it 
finally unites rvith the trvo other chains in the central peak of Chail. 
Thence the united range runs westward in two parallel ridges, till 
it culminates in the Sakesar hill, on Avhich is the sanitarium for 
the Districts of Shahpur, Attock, and Mianwali, 5,010 feet above 
sea-level. Between these lines of hills, and topped by their highest 
summits, lies an elevated and fertile table-land, picturesquely inter- 
sected by ravines and peaks. In the midst nestles the beautiful 
lake of Kallar Kahar. The streams which take their rise in the 
table-land, however, become brackish before reaching the lowlands. 
From Jhelum District the Salt Range stretches into Shahpur and 
Mianwali. The long spur which projects into Shahpur terminates 
in the hill of Sakesar, and comprises a number of separate rock- 
■bound alluvial basins, the largest of which, the Sun and Khabbakki 
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valleys, occupy the northern half, while the south consists of a 
broken country, cut up into tiny glens and ravines by a network of 
limestone ridges and connecting spurs. In the northern portion of 
the range, the drainage gathers into small lakes, and trees stud the 
face of the country; but southward, the streams flow through barren 
and stony gorges, interspersed with detached masses of rock, and 
covered with the stunted alkaline plants which grow on soil impreg- 
nated with salt. The Mianwali portion of the range runs north- 
westward towards the Indus, which it meets at Mari, opposite KSla- 
bagh, and rising again on the western side is continued in the 
Khattak-Maidani hills. The scenery throughout the range is rugged 
and often sublime, but wanting in softness and beauty. In many 
parts it becomes simply barren and uninviting. 

The beds of salt, from which the range derives its name, occur 
in the shape of solid rock on the slopes of this table-land, and form 
the largest known deposits in the world. The mineral is quarried at 
the Mayo Mines, in the neighbourhood of the village of Khewra, 
a few miles north-east of Find Dadan Khan in Jhelum District, at 
Nurpur in Jhelum, at Warcha in Shahpur, and at Kalabagh in 
Mianwali District. Coal also occurs in the Salt Range both in oolite 
and Tertiary strata ; the former at KalSbagh, and the latter between 
Jalalpur and Find Dadan Khan. It is of inferior quality, however, 
consisting of a brown lignite, difficult to burn and yielding a large 
proportion of ash. Besides salt and coal, other valuable minerals occur 
in these hills. 

Few areas in India are of greater geological interest than the Salt 
Range, the sedimentary rocks in which have yielded fossils ranging 
from Cambrian to Tertiary, while the deposits of rock-salt constitute 
one of the most difficult problems with which the Indian geologist 
has to deal. A striking feature of the sedimentary beds is their marked 
variation in different parts of the range, and no single section affords 
a representative sequence. The following list of formations is compiled 
from a large number of sections seen in different localities 


Conglomerates nnd sandstones (Siwalik) 
Sandstone and red clay (Niihnn or lower Siwalik) 


Upper Tertiarj'. 


Unconformity. 

Nnmmiilitic limestone, underlain by shale, sandstone, and coal Lo^\ er Tertiaij’. 


Unconformity. 

Whitish sandstone . , . • 

Dark shales and limestone, with ammonites nnd belemmtcs 


Lower Cretaceous. 
Jurassic. 


Unconformity. 

Limestone with ceratites (upper ceratite limestone) • • | 

Sandstone do. (ceratite sandstone) . . • ■ I Lower Trias. 

Marl do. (ceratite marl) . • 

Limestone do, (lower ceratite limestone) . ■ ' 

O d 2 
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Limestone with ammonites and btachiopods (Chidrn gronp, ' 
or npper Prodnctus limestone) . . . • • > 

Limestone with Xennspis and brachiopods (Virgal group, or 
middle Frodoctns limestone) 

Sandstone with brachiopods (Amb group, or lower Productns 

beds) . , 

Lavender clay 

Speckled sandstone 

Olb’e sandstone 

Boulder-bed 


Upper Permian. 


Lower Permian, 
perh^s, in part, 
Upper Carboniferous. 


Umconformity. 


Sandstone with pseiidomorphs after salt (Salt pscudomorph 

zone) 

Magnesian sandstone 

Shales with oholm and trilobites 

Purple sandstone ...... . . . 

Red salt marl, with rock-salt and gj'psnm .... 


Cambrian. 


Age unknown. 


[The following publications of the Geological Survey of India may 
be consulted : Records, vols. xix, pt. ii ; xxiv, pts. i and iv ; xxv, pt. 
i ; Memoirs, vols. xiv, xvii, pt. ii ; PaJaeontoh^a Indica, Series xfii, 
vols. i, pts. i-vii j iv, pts. i, ii ; and New Series i, pt. i. Also Neues 
fahrbueh fiir Mineralogie, 1896, Bd. ii, p. 61 ; and 1901, Bd. 
xiv, p. 369.] 

Salt-Water Lake,— Swamp in the head-quarters subdivision of the 
District of the Twenty-four Patganas, Bengal, situated about 5 miles 
east of Calcutta, between 22® 28' and 22® 36' N. and 88® 23' and 88® 
28' E., with an area of about 30 square miles. This is a low depression, 
which is being gradually filled by silt deposits of the tidal channels 
that intersect it. It serves as a cesspool for the sewage of Calcutta. 
A portion of the lake at DhSpa is being gradually reclaimed by the 
deposit of street refuse, which is conveyed out daily from Calcutta 
by a municipal railway. 

Salumbar. — Chief town of an estate of the same name in the 
State of Udaipur, Rajputiina, situated in 24® 9' N. and 74® 3' E., 
about 40 miles south-east of Udaipur city. Population (rpoi), 4,692. 
A masonry wall surrounds the town, which is protected on the north 
by lofty and picturesque hills; and one of these, immediately over- 
looking the place, is surmounted by a small fort and outworks. The 
palace of the Rawat is on the edge of a lake, and the scenery is 
altogether very charming. The estate^ which consists of the to^vn and 
237 villages, yields an income of about Rs, 80,000 and pays no tribute. 
The Rftwat of Salumbar is the head of the Chondftwat family of the 
Sesodia Rajputs, and ranks fourth among the nobles of Mewar, Chonda 
was the eldest son of R§na Lakha, and in 1398 surrendered his right 
to the MewEr gaddi in favour of his younger brother, Mokal. For 
many years the Rawats of Salflmbar were the hereditary ministers 
{bhanjgaria) of the State, and to this day their symbol, the lance, is 
always superadded to that of the Maharana on all deeds of grant. 
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Salur Tahsil. — TahU in Viztigapatam District, Madras, lying be- 
tween 1 8“ 19' and 18“ 46' N. and 83® 3' and 83® 22' E., at the foot of 
the Eastern Ghats and traversed by the road from Vizianagram to 
Jcypore. It lies partly within the Agency tract, the area of the ordinary 
portion being 180, and of the Agency part 200 square miles; total, 
380 square miles. I he population in igoi was 97,843, compared 
with 88,836 in 1891. The lalisll contains one town, Salur (population, 
16,239), head-quarters; and 199 villages. I’he Agency population 
consists chiefly of Khonds and other hill tribes. The demand for land 
revenue and cesses in 1903-4 was Rs. 48,500. 

Salur Town. — Head-quarters of the ialisil of the same name in 
Vizjigapatam District, Madras, situated in 18“ 31' N. and 83“ 13' E., 
at the fool of the Ghats on the road from the Jeypore estate to 
Vizianagram. Population (igor), 16,239. 

Salween District {Rurme.se, TXa/z/rw//).— A hill District in the 
CMreme north of tlic Tenasserim Division of Lower Burma, lying be- 
tween 17® 17' and 18“ 41' N. and 96® 58' and 97® 46' E., with an 
area of 2,666 square miles. It includes the whole of the country 
between tlie Salween on the east .and the Paunglaung range (the 
walcnshed between the Sittang and the Yunzalin and Bilin) on the 
west. To the north of the District lies Karenni ; to the west Toungoo 
Di.strict; to the south and south-east Thaton District; and to the 
east, on the farther side of the Salween, the province of Chiengma in 
Northern Siam. The District is about 120 miles long by 40 to 50 


miles broad itt a direct line. Its distinctive features 
arc the long narrow valleys into which it is divided 
by ranges of hills, having a general direction of 


Physical 

aspects. 


north-north-west and south-south-east, with peaks rising to 3,000 and 


5,000 feet. The whole country is, in point of fact, a wilderness of 


mountains, and the valleys may more properly be described as long 


winding gorges, in which the view is naturally very limited. The 
scenery in the Yunzalin valley is c.Klrcmcly picturesque; but, owing 
to the nature of the country, it Is confmed to short stretches of river 


and hill, a picture that is repeated with monotonous iteration through- 
out the greater part of the valley. The pine forests that clothe the 
hills farther north, however, afibrd some variation to the otherwise 


tedious beauty of the scenery in general. 

The country is drained by three main rivers : the Salween, which 
gives the District its name, to the cast; the Yunzalin, one of the 
Salween's aflluents, in the centre; and the Bilin to the west — all fed 
by innumerable mountain torrents and partaking somewhat of the 
nature of their turbulent tributaries. They all flow in a south-south- 
easterly direction. The Yunzalin, which divides the District into two 
halves cast and west, is navigable by country boats as far as Papun, the 
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head-quarters of the District; the Bilin as far as Pawota, near the 
south-west corner of the District ; the Salween, which forms the eastern 
border, can be navigated, notwithstanding many rapids, by native 
craft throughout as much of its course as lies within the District 
except at the Hatgyi (the ‘great rapids’), a series of formidable falls 
which bar the passage a little below the place where the Thaungyin, 
the north-eastern boundary of Thaton District, flows into it from the 
east. The Bilin is not an affluent of the Salween, but enters the 
sea in Thaton District. 

Salween is essentially a hill tract, and is traversed in a general 
north and south direction by ranges of hills. The country is com- 
posed of several groups of beds of Palaeozoic age, together with 
melamorphic rocks, the whole traversed by granite and elvan dikes 
in which gneiss, limestone, and hard calcareous sandstone are 
associated. The last two are probably of the Moulmein group and of 
Carboniferous age. 

A dense mass of tropical forest trees covers the lower or southern 
portions of the narrow river basins, becoming interspersed higher up 
the valleys and on the hill-slopes with mixed forest trees, including 
teak, paiauTt {Ptemarpus indiats), pyingado {Xylia dolabrifonms), 
and Albissia Lebbek, with species of oak, fig, bamboo, &c. Orchids 
and ferns abound on the trees and rocks. In the northern part of 
the District large forests of pine occur at an elevation of 2,000 feet and 
upwards. The species met with are PinusKlmya and Pinus Merkusii 

The District abounds in wild animals, principally deer and wild 
hog. Tigers and leopards are numerous, and bears are also fre- 
quently met with, but large game of other kinds is not common. 

The climate in the valleys, generally speaking, is moist, hot, and 
unhealthy, and has a peculiarly enervating effect on persons not 
acclimatized to it. In the upper part of the Yunzalin valley, how- 
ever, at an elevation of 2,000 feet and upwards, in the pine-forest 
tract, pleasanter and healthier conditions prevail, though even there 
the climate leaves much to be desired. In the north the thermo- 
meter falls to freezing-point at night in the month of January. At 
Fapun the temperature in the cold season ranges between 65° and 
80®; in the hot season, between 75® and 97®. 

The rainfall, which averages 114 inches annually, is evenly dis- 
tributed throughout the District. There is practically no rain during 
the first four and the last trvo months of the year. 

Very little is known of the early history of Salween. Tradition 
asserts that the eastern portion of the country was formerly inhabited 
by Yun (Lao) Shans, who have given their name 
History. Yunzalin river. Most of these are said to 

have been brought away by Alaungpaya on his return from the 



rOPULATlOA' 


417 


invasion of Siam, and to have settled in the neighbourhood of 
Syriam. The Karens appear to have afterwards occupied and 
obtained possession of the country, but were some time later sub- 
jugated by the chief of Chiengmai, a slate at that time independent 
of Siam. The remains of extensive fortifications, said to have been 
constructed by the Shans, and probably of this period, are still to 
be seen in the District. After the second Burmese War the country 
became British territory and was included in the old Shwegyin 
District, but remained for some years in a very disturbed state. A 
Karen, who called himself a Minlaung ('the incarnation of a prince ’), 
collected around him a number of adventurers from the neighbouring 
Shan and Karen areas, and reduced the tract to complete subjection. 
This outlaw and his followers, however, did not remain long in the 
country. They were driven out by a mixed British force of troops 
and police, aided by friendly Karens, and were obliged to take 
refuge in Chiengmai. Disturbances recommenced in 1867 ; a chief 
named Di Pa attacked and plundered several villages, and threatened 
Papun, and dacoities continued for some time. For the better 
administration of the tract it was accordingly separated from 
Shwegyin in 1872, and placed in charge of an officer immediately 
under the Commissioner of Tenasserim ; and from this date the 
area ceased to be styled the Yunzalin {Rwonzakug) subdivision of 
Shwegyin District, and became the Salween District, with Papun as 
its head-quarters. 

The population in 1901 was 37 iS 37 i distributed in 246 villages, 
the head-quarters being at Papun Village. Its numbers have been 
increasing steadily during the past thirty years. The population, 
total was 26,117 in 1872; 30,009 in 1881; and 
31,439 in 1891. The District forms a single township called Papun. 
Of the total population, 23,500 (or 62 per cent.) are Animists and 
13,800 (or nearly 37 per cent.) Buddhists. The majority of the 
Karen population are animistic in their belief, but the number pro- 
fessing Buddhism is increasing yearly. Karen is the prevailing 


language. _ , 

The Karens form the most important racial element, numbering 

13,400. The Shans come next with 2,816, while the Burman total 
is only 953. The other races are for the most part Taungthus and 
Talaings. There are a few natives of India. About 86 per cent, of 
the total population were engaged in or dependent upon agriculture 
in 1901. Of this number, nearly seven-eighths were supported by 
tauiigya cultivation alone. 

In iQoi native Christians numbered 174 . of "'hom 133 were 
Baptists, chiefly converted Karens, These latter possess a chapel at 
Papun, and support a native pastor. 
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The soil is uniformly poor, except here and there in the Bilin and 
Yunzalin valleys, where loamy alluvial dci>osits have been formed. 

The rainfall is always ample and seasonable, but 
gricu urc. extremely hilly nature of the countr}’ and its 
poor soil afford little scope for agricultural development. Owing to 
the conformation of the surface, imngya cultivation naturally takes 
the first place. Le or ‘wet’ rice cultivation is carried on in the 
small area of low-lying plain land in the valleys. It is mostly in 
the form of terraced fields, flooded by means of drains connected 
with hill streams or torrents, which, dependent on the rainfall, can 
supply the necessary water for this kind of cultivation only during 
the monsoon period. Arcca palms arc grown in sheltered spots be- 
tween the lesser hill spurs. 

In 1903-4 only 30 square miles were cultivated. Rice is the 
staple grain, occupying 31 square miles of the total. Other food-crojis 
arc raised in such small quantities as scarcely to descr\'c mention. 
A moderate quantity of sesamum is grown on old laimgyas, but 
details of the area under this crop are not available. The greater 
jMrt of the oilseed is e.xported in bulk, though some of it passes 
through the local oil-mills {si<on); Betel-nuts are also produced for 
export in fairly large quantities, on an area of 3,000 acres in 1903-4. 
Nothing else is grown, save a little tobacco and sugar-cane for local 
consumption. 

Cultivation has steadily increased year by year, but it cannot be 
expected in a rugged country like Salween to attain anything like 
the important position it holds in other Di.stricLs. The increase in 
the production of rice is chiefly due to the demands of tin in- 
creasing population. Improvement in quality by selection of seed is 
not understood by the cultivators. No loans for land improvement 
have been applied for or made, but advances to agriculturists for 
the extension of cultivation Imvc from time to time been granted. 
Droughts, floods, and insect plagues have never been experienced in 
the District; but cattle-disease occurs yearly, though not to any 
serious c.\tent. 

There is no cattle or pony breeding ; and although elephants, 
buflaloes, and bullocks are latgcly used, they are all imported from 
elsewhere, chiefly from Northern Siam. All overland transport is 
effected by means of elephants and pack-bullocks. Ponies and 
mules are scarce and rarely used. 

The forests are of three classes. In the lowlands the ground is 
covered with tropical forests, while higher up the valleys and on the 
Forests slopes are clad with mixed and pine forests. 

The timber contained in them includes teak, pyingado 
{Xylta dolabriformis), py'mma (Lagerstroemia Flos Regi/iae), padauk 
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{PUrocarpm i/idUtis), thiugan {TIopea odorata\ and a number of 
other trees. Bamboos are plentiful, and various kinds of cane are 
found. ‘Reserved’ forests cover 128 square miles, of which the 
greater part is under measures of protection from fire. No forests 
have been notified as ‘protected,’ but the ‘unclassed’ forests amount 
to approximately 2,000 square miles. Teak plantations in an area 
of 11-^ acres were started in the year 1876, and in a few of these 
padauk has been mixed with young teak with fair success. The 
receipts from forests in 1903-4 amounted to i*6 lakhs. All the 
limber extracted from the District is floated down the Salween river 
to Moulmcin. 

Lead and iron ore have been discovered in various i)laces, but 
much of the former could not be profitably extracted unless a great 
demand for the metal were to ari.se in the immediate jjinerals 
neighbourhood of tlie workings. Veins of lead have 
also been found in more accessible part.s of the District. The ore 
is said to contain about 14 02. of silver to a ton of metallic lead. 
An attenjpL was once made to exploit a vein discovered a short 
distance U[) the Kanyindon, a tributary of the Yunzalin ; but though 
Jimch valuable machinery was imported, the work was abandoned 
very soott after operations had commenced. The iron ore occurring 
in the District is of little or no value. Gold*dust Is found in the 
Jlewaing creek, a tributary of the Bilin, flowing into it from the 
west. The inhabitants of the Shan village of Mewaing, who are 
mostly petty shopkeepers, wash for gold m the dry season, svhert the 
auriferous mudbanks are exposed. The gold occurs in diminutive 
scales, and the result of a season’s washing is said to be from one 
to two ounces of gold-dust for each worker. 

Manufactures are almost non-existent. Colton-weaving by hand is 
carried on as a source of income on a small scale, for the most 
part by Shan and Taking women. The industry is 
universal among the Karens, whose women supply comniunications. 
the greater part of the requirements of their house- 
hold in the way of clothing, but they do not manufacture for sale. 
Mats are woven by both men and women for domestic use. Oil is 
expressed from sesamum seed in a few oil-mills, the produce being 
disposed of in the local market. The Karens are permitted^ to 
manufacture liquor in small quantities for their own consumption. 
There are four licensed distilleries for the manufacture of country 

spirit for sale. _ . 

In addition to traffic with other portions of Burma, there is a 

steady trade with Karenni and Siam, over three mam routes: the 
Dagwin route, leading due cast from Papun across the Salween river 
into Siam j the Kyaukhnyat route, somewhat more to the north 5 
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and the Kawludo route, farther north again. Both the latter routes 
communicate with Karenni as well as with Siam. The chief imports 
are cattle and treasure. Clothing, jewellery, tea, &c., are also brought 
in, but in small quantities. About 8o per cent, of the imports come 
from Siam. The chief e.\ports are silk and cotton piece-goods, 
wearing apparel, jewellery, betel-nuts, manufactured iron, petroleum, 
salt, and provisions, as well as silver (rupees) and gold (Chinese). 
Siam receives 6o per cent of what is sent out, and Karenni the rest. 

Ninety per cent, of the imports from Siam and 8o per cent, of 
the exports to that country are carried over the Dagwin route, while 
the remainder go through Kyaukhnyat. The roads on both these 
routes are rough paths crossing extremely hilly country, and as a rule 
only elephants and bullocks are employed as transport. An im- 
proved bridle-path between Papun and Dagwin is, however, under 
construction. 

The exports and imports to Karenni are divided between the land 
and river routes. The former passes close to Kawludo, a police 
post in the north of the District ; the latter commences at Kyau- 
khnyat, at which place goods for Karenni, carried from Papun on 
elephants or bullocks, are transhipped into boats which proceed up 
the Salween river to their destination. With the exception of betel- 
nuts, nearly all goods for export are brought to Papun by boat 
from Moulmein, There are trade registration stations at Dagwin, 
Kyaukhnyat, and Kawludo. The total value of the merchandise im- 
ported from Siam and Karenni in 1903-4 was 46^ lakhs, and the 
total value of that exported 2^ lakhs. 

The chief lines of road connect Papun, the head-quarters of the 
District, with Bilin in Thaton District (71 miles), Kamamaung on 
the Salween (53 miles), Dagwin on the Salween (28 miles), Kyau- 
khnyat, Kawludo, Lomati, and Alewaing within the limits of the 
District, and Shwegjan in Toungoo District. All these roads were 
mere jungle tracks till very recently, but are now being improved. 
The Papun-Bilin road is to be a cart-road, the others will be bridle- 
paths. 

The waterways are the Salween, the Yunzalin, and the Bilin rivers. 
On the first, intercourse between Kyaukhnyat and the Karenni 
country on the north is maintamed by means of country boats. The 
Yunzalin is the clu'ef means of communication between Papun and 
Moulmein, and nine-tenths of tire goods brought to Papun for local 
consumption or for export are carried by boat. The >veekly mails 
are also conveyed by the same means. The Yunzalin is not at 
present navigable by launches, but might without great difficulty 
be made so during four to six months in the year. The Bilin river 
is an important waterway, and is the channel for most of the im- 



ADMINISTRA TION 


421 


port and export trade of the western areas of the District. There 
are ferries across the Salween at Dapnn and Kyaukhnyat, and others 
on the Yunzalin and Bilin rivers. 

TJie District Superintendent of police is also the Deputy-Com- 
missioner, and carries on the administration of the District with the 
assistance of a township officer. There are six . . 

//ius}>is of circles. Sections 2 to 13 of the Lower Atomistration. 

Burma Village Act have not been extended to Salween; and con- 
sequently the village headmen, w’ho are here called kyedangyis, 
exercise no magisterial powers and have very little authority in the 
villages under them. The District forms a subdivision of the 
Martaban Public AVorks division, and is included in the West Salween 
Forest division, which also comprises a portion of Thaton District. 

Salween forms part of the Tenasserim civil and sessions division, 
while the Deputy-Commissioner is ex-officio District Judge. Civil 
work is light, and the District is on the whole remarkably free 
from crime. Cases of petty theft are confined to Papun and the 
large villages, but the culprits are seldom Karens, who are not 
generally given to petty thieving. Elephant-stealing, traffic in stolen 
elephants, and the illicit extraction and sale of teak logs, however, 
are forms of crime that have a great attraction for the Karen. 

No thorough survey has yet been undertaken, and somewhat 
primitive methods of conducting revenue work prevail. Land is 
assessed according to the nature of the cultivation as well as the 
quality of the soil. The rates for rice land are Rs. 1-8, R. !> and 
8 annas per acre, according to the quality of the soil and other 
conditions prevailing in the different parts of the District. Garden 
land and kaiug are uniformly assessed at Rs. 2 per acre. Taungya 
is assessed at 8 annas per da or per man, and for revenue purposes 
a man is estimated to be capable of working 2 acres of iaungya 
land. The aggregate number of holdings amounts to 9,650, and 
the average extent of each holding is 2 acres. No revision of 

assessments has been made for over ten years. 

The following table shows, in thousands of rupees, the collections 
of land revenue and total revenue since 1 880-1 : 



The income of the District cess fund for the maintenance of 
communications and other local necessities amounted in ^ 9 ^^ 4 
Rs. 8,000. Public works absorbed Rs. 1,000 of this total, and District 
post charges a similar amount. There are no municipalities. 
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For police work tlie District Superintendent is assisted by an 
Assistant Superintendent and two inspectors, all of whom are sta- 
tioned at head-quarters. There are 4 head constables, 9 sergeants, 
102 constables, and 10 yazmmt-gaimgs (rural policemen), as well as 
a military police force of 125, including 2 native officers. The armed 
police are posted in eight stations. 

The District possesses no jail. All prisoners but those sentenced 
to short terms of imprisonment are sent to the Moulmein jail. The 
short-term prisoners detained at Papun are confined in the police 
lock-up. 

The standard of education in Salween is lower than anywhere 
else in the Province except in the Chin Hills. In 1901 the pro- 
portion of persons able to read and write was only 7*2 per cent. 
(5*1 males and 0-56 females). A school has been opened by the 
American Baptist Mission at Papun. It is under a Karen teacher, 
and is attended by about 40 boys and girls. Another small school 
has been started by the same mission in Bwado, a small Karen 
village south-east of Papun. There is also a small elementary school 
in Papun for Buddhist children, who are taught in the vernacular 
only. The Buddhist monks, as elsewhere in Burma, impart such 
education as is not given in the missionary and lay schools. 

The hospital at Papun is the only one in the District. It has 
accommodation for 9 in-patients. During 1903 the number of in- 
patients treated was 113, and that of out-patients 1,808, while the 
number of operations performed was 44. Its income consisted of 
a grant from Provincial funds of Rs. 3,400, and Rs. 170 from 
subscriptions. 

Vaccination is compulsory only in Papun. In 1903-4 the number 
of persons successfully vaccinated was 583, representing 15 per 1,000 
of population. 

Salween River (called Tkankvin by the Burmese and Nam Kotig 
by the Shans).— -The most important river of Burma after the Irra- 
waddy. Like its sister stream, it flows generally from north to south. 
So far as is kno\vn, the springs of this headstrong and turbulent 
waterway, which has been described as the most uncompromising 
natural boundary in the world, are situated at about the 32nd or 33rd 
parallel of latitude in unexplored country to the east of Tibet, far north 
of the sources of the Irrawaddy ; and at about the 27th parallel of 
latitude only a comparatively narrow' watershed separates its channel 
from that of the N’maikha. It is .not, ho'wever, till it has penetrated 
three degrees farther south that it enters British territory. Thence 
flowing southwards and ploughing between steep hills, it bisects the 
Shan States and Karenni, receiving, among other tributaries from both 
British and foreign territory, the Nam Pang, the Nam Teng, and the 
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Nam Pawn from the westj and the Nam Ting, the Nam Hka, and 
the Nam Hsim from the east. After passing the southern limit of 
Karenni, it forms the boundary between Siam and the Salween District 
of Lower Burma till a point is reached, at the northern end of Thaton 
District, where the Thaungyin, the boundary between Burma and Siam 
farther south, pours into it from the south-east. Southward from this 
point the Salween passes down the centre of Thaton District, and after 
receiving the waters of the Yunzalin from the west, and those of the 
Gyaing and the Attaran from the east, discharges itself, after a course 
within British territory of about 650 miles, into the Gulf of Martaban 
below the wooded heights of Moulmein. Of greater length than the 
Irrawaddy, its narrow rocky bed and frequent rapids render it, unlike 
that stream, practically useless for the purposes of through navigation, 
though as a waterway it is of no less value than its eastern sister, the 
Mekong. For timber-floating it is freely utilized. Considerable quanti- 
ties of teak are annually sent down the stream to a station 60 miles 
above Moulmein, where the logs are stopped, rafted, and taken on to 
Moulmein for shipment by sea. With the exception of Moulmein no 
towns of any importance stand on the Salween, and even villages of 
considerable size are few. The river is not bridged in British terri- 
tory, but is crossed at intervals by ferries. Of these, the most important 
are the Kun Long, close to a point once selected as the terminus for 
the Northern Shan States Railway, the Taw Kaw (Kaw ferry) on the 
main route between Kengtung and the railway, the Taw Maw ferry in 
Karenni, and the ferries at Kyaukhnyat and Dagwin in Salween Dis- 
trict. The Salween has no value for irrigation. Of late years navigation 
between Moulmein and the sea has been increasing in difficulty, and 
the improvement of the channel is in contemplation. 
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Pyindaye.— Old tomship in Pyapon District, Lower Burma. See ,, 

BOGALE. 

Pyinmana Subdivision.— Southern subdivision of Yamethin Dis- 
trict, Upper Burma, comprising the Pyinmana anS'LEWE townships. 

Pyinmana Township.— Township occupying the centre and south- 
east of Yamethin District, Upper Burma, and lying between 19° 27' 
and 20® 21' N. and 95 ° 43 ' and 96“ 39' E., with an area of 1,474 square 
miles. The popnWicfn mcieascd horn to to 

1901, distributed in one town, P^nmana (population, 14,388), the 
head-quarters, and 308 villages. In the hills in the south-east is a 
Karen colony numbering over 2,000. The township may be described 
as one large forest, with the exxeption of the immediate surroundings 
of Pyinmana town, and small patches of cultivation near the villages 
and streams. The rainfall is heavy, compared with that of the northern 
subdivision. The township contained 76 square miles under cultiva- 
tion in 1903-4, ^‘"d the land revenue and ihatliameda amounted to 
Rs. 1,58,000. 

Pyinmana Town.— Head-quarters of the subdivision of the same 
name in Yamethin District, Upper Burma, situated in 19® 44' N. and 
96® 14' E., on the Ngalaik (hating and the Mandalay-Rangoon railway, 
161 miles from Mandalay, 226 from Rangoon, and 49 from the District 
head-quarters at Yamethin. Under Burmese rule the town was called 
Ningyan. After anne.\ation dacoities were frequent in the neighbour- 
hood j in fact for several months dacoits, assisted by abundant cover 
and the deep mud that lay everywhere, practically held part of the 
urban area. The town is built on either side of the railway and south 
of the Ngalaik diaung, and is well provided with roads. The popula- 
tion was 12,926 in 1891, and r4>s88 in 1901, the decade having been 
one of material progress. The civil station is situated west of the 
native town, on a crescent of small stony hills encircling a prettily 
situated lake. From the high ground near the courthouse and club 
a very picturesque view is to be had of the town, half hidden in tall 
coco-nut palms, and, over the tree-tops, of the /rtiw^jw-scored moun- 
tains to the east* The town owes its prosperity mainly to the teak 
industry. The lessees of the valuable teak forests in the neighbourhood 
are the Bombay-Burraa Trading Corporation, which at one time had 
a very large number of employes at Pyinmana. The town is a flourish- 
ing trade centre, and is noted for its potter)'. The clay used in its 
manufacture is of a darkish grey colour, curiously mottled with rust- 
coloured spots, and is found on the banks of the Ngalaik chaung. 
Patches of colour are applied by rubbing the surface of the clay with 
pounded sulphate of copper or blue vitriol. After the final burning 
the parts so treated appear green on a yellow ground, a colour effect 
which seems to appeal to the aesthetic sense of the Burmans. The 
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glaze is obtained by the application of pounded slag that has been 
mixed with rice-water till a viscid fluid is produced. 

Pyinmana was constituted a municipality in 1888. The municipal 
income and expenditure during the ten years ending 1901 averaged 
between Rs. 36,000 and Rs. 37,000. In 1903-4 the receipts were 
Rs. 45,700, the principal sources being bazar fees (Rs. 30,000) and 
house and land tax (Rs. 8,000). The expenditure amounted to 
Rs. 38,300, Rs. 6,800 being devoted to conservancy, Rs. 6,600 to 
roads, and Rs. 4,800 to the hospital and dispensary. 

Pyintha. — Hill township in the south-east corner of Mandalay 
District, Upper Burma, lying between zr® 42' and 21® 57' N. and 
96® 15' and 96® 32' E., with an area of 190 square miles, for the most 
part rugged and jungle-clad. The population was 4,931 in 1891, and 
4,295 in rgor, distributed in 54 villages, Pyintha (population, 235), 
28 miles from Mandalay on the Lashio road, being the head-quarters. 
The thathameda collections in 1903-4 amounted to Rs. 9,000. 

PykSra. — River in the Nilgiri District, Madras. See Nilciris. 

Pyu Subdivision,— Subdivision of Toungoo District, Lower Burma, 
containing the Pyu, Oktwin, and Tantabin townships, with head- 
quarters at Pyu. 

Pyu Township.— South-western township of Toungoo District, 
Lower Burma, lying between j8® 15' and 19® 9' N. and 95® 48' and 
96® 41' E., with an area of 1,589 square miles. It is a very large 
township, extending from the Sittang to the Pegu Yoma, and has 
developed at an extraordinary rale, the cropped area having increased 
threefold in ten years. The cultivated plain extends for from one to 
15 miles west of the Sittang, and the railway to Rangoon runs tlirough 
the middle of it, affording easy access to the markets. The population 
was 45,201 in 1891, and 85,416 in 1901 (including 6,987 Karens and 
3,697 Shans), distributed in 484 villages, the head-quarters being at 
Pyu (population, 1,127), on the railway. The area cultivated in 1903-4 
was 250 square miles, paying Rs. 3,78,000 land revenue. Owing to 
its unwieldy size, the township was .split up in 1905 into Pyu and 
Oktwin. The reduced charge has an area of 943 square miles and 
a population (1901) of 74,607. 

PyuntazS.— Township in Pegu District, Lower Burma, lying be- 
tween 17® 37^ and i8® 23' N. and 96® o' and 96® 53' E., with an area 
of 1,443 square miles. The population, which numbered 23,132 in 
1891, had risen in 1901 to 52,952, thus more than doubling itself 
during the decade. The western tracts arc hilly j and, in spite of the 
populous nature of the flat eastern half, the average density in 1901 
was only 37 persons per square mile. The head-quarters are at 
Pyuntaza, a village of 1,273 inhabitants (1901), on the railway which 
passes across the centre of the low-lying area. The total number of 
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villages is 232. The area cultivated in 1903-4 was 170 square miles, 
paying Rs. 2,58,600 land revenue. 

Quetta*PishIn. — h. highland District of Baluchistan, lying be- 
tween 29° 52' and 31° 18' N. and 66“ 15' and 67“ 48' E., with an area 
of 5,127 square miles. It is bounded on the north and west by 
Afghanistan ; on the east by Zhob and Sibi Districts j and on the 
south by the Bolan Pass and the Mastung mWa/ of the Kalat Slate. 

The District consists of a series of valleys of con- 
siderablc length but medium width, forming the 
aspec . caichmcnt area of the Pishin Lora, and enclosed 
on all sides by the mountains of the Toua-Kakar and Central 
Brahui ranges. The valleys vary in elevation from 4,500 to 5 * 5 ®° 
feet, and the mountains from about 8,000 to 11,500 feet. On the 
north lie the Toba hills, containing the fine plateau of Loc Toba and 
Tabina. This range sends out the Khwaja Amran ofTshoot south- 
ward to form the western boundary of the District under the name 
of the Sarlath. On the cast a barrier is formed by the mass of 
Zarghun (11,738 feet), with the ranges of Takalu (ii,375 feet) and 
MurdSr {10,398 feet). Directly to the south lie the Chilian and 
Mashelakh hills. Besides the Pishin Lora, which, with its tributaries, 
drains the greater part of the District, the only river of importance 
is the Kadauai on the north, which drains the Toba plateau and 
eventually joins the Hclmand in AfghUnistiin. The District is subject 
to earthquakes. Severe shocks occurred in December, 1892, and in 
hlarch, 1902. 

Two different systems of bill ranges meet in the neighbourhood 
of Quetta, giving rise to a complicated geological structure. The 
principal rock formations belong to the Permo-Carboniferous ; Upper 
Trias; Lias; Middle Jurassic (massive limestone); neocomian (belemnite 
beds); Upper Cretaceous (Dunghan); Deccan trap; middle eocene 
(Khojak shales, Ghazij, and Spintangi); oligocenc (Upper Nfiri); 
middle and upper miocene (Lower, Middle, and Upper Siwfiliks) ; and 
a vast accumulation of sub-recent and recent formations. 

Except parts of the Toba, ZarghQn, and Mashelakh ranges, the liills 
are almost entirely bare of trees. In the valleys are orchards of 
apricot, almond, peach, pear, pomegranate, and apple trees, protected 
by belts of poplar, willow, and siiijid {Elaeagnus angnstifolia). The 
plane {chindr) gives grateful shade in Quetta. In spring the hill-sides 
become covered for a little while with irises, red and yellow tulips, and 
many Astragali. In the underground water-channels maiden-hair 
fern is found. The valley basins are covered with a scrub jungle 
of Artemisia and Haloxykn Griffithii. In parts Tamarix galliea 
covers the ground, and salsolaceous plants are frequent. The grasses 
are chiefly species of Bromus, Poa, and Hordeum. On the Khwaja 
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Amran range wild rhubarb {Rheum Emodi) is found in years of good 
rainfall. 

The ‘ reserved ’ forests in Zarghun form a welcome breeding ground 
for mountain sheep and mdrhhor^ but elsewhere they are decreasing 
in numbers. The leopard is found occasionally. A few hares are 
met with in the valleys. Wolves sometimes cause damage to the 
flocks in winter, and foxes are fairly abundant. Ducks arc plentiful 
in the irrigation tanks in Pishin. Chikor and slsi abound in years 
of good rainfall. 

The climate is dry; dust-storms are common in the spring and 
summer months, especially in that part of the Chaman subdivision 
which borders on the Registan or sandy desert. The seasons are 
well marked, the spring commencing towards the end of March, the 
summer in June, the autumn in September, and the winter in December. 
Only in July and August is the day temperature high ; the nights are 
always cool. The mean temperature in summer is 78“ and in winter 
40°. The higher elevations are covered with snow in winter, when 
piercing winds blowing off the hills reduce the temperature below 
freezing-point. The total annual rain and snowfall varies from less 
than 7 inches in Chaman to io| in Quetta. Most of it is received 
between December and March. 

In former times Pishin was known as i'ushanj and Pashang. The 
ancient name of Quetta was Shal, a term by which it is still known 
among the people of the country, and which Rawlin- 
son traces back to the tenth century. The District 
was held in turns by the Ghaznivids, Ghorids, and Mongols, and 
towards the end of the fifteenth century was conferred by the ruler 
of Herat on Shah Beg Arghun, who, however, had shortly to give 
way before the rising power of the Mughals. The Aiu-i-Akbari 
mentions both Shal and Pishin as supplying military service and 
revenue to Akbar. From the Mughals they passed with Kandahar 
to the Safavids. On the rise of the Ghilzai power in Kandahar 
at the beginning of the eighteenth century, simultaneously with that 
of the Brahuis in Kalat, Quetta and Pishin became the battle-ground 
between Afghan and Brahui, until Nadir Shah handed Quetta over 
to the Brahuis about 1740. The Durranis and their successors 
continued to hold possession of Pishin and Shorarud till the final 
transfer of these places to the British in 1879. On the advance of 
the Army of the Indus in 1839, Captain Bean was appointed the first 
Political Agent in Shal, and the country was managed by him on 
behalf of Shah Shuja-ul-mulk. In March, 1842, General England 
was advancing on Kandahar with treasure for General Nott when he was 
worsted in an encounter at Haikalzai in Pishin, but the disgrace was 
wiped out at the same place a month later. The country was evacuated 
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in 1842 and handed over to Kalat. After Sir Robert Sandeman’s 
mission to Kalat in 1876, the fort at Quetta was occupied by his 
escort and the country was managed on behalf of the Khan up to 
1883, when it was leased to the British Government for an annual 
rent of Rs. 25,000. It was formed, with Pishin and ShorarQd, into 
a single administrative charge m 1883. Up to 1888 Old Chaman was 
the most advanced post on the frontier ; but, on the extension of the 
railroad across the Khwija Amrw, the terminus was fixed at its present 
site, 7 miles from that place. The boundary with Afghanistan was 
finally demarcated in 1895-6. 

Many mounds containing pottery are to be found throughout the 
District. In the Quetta tahsll the most ancient kdrez are known to 
the people of the country as Gabri^ i.e. Zoroastrian. While the present 
arsenal at Quetta was being excavated in 1886, a bronze or copper 
statuette of Hercules was unearthed, which was 2J feet high and held 
in its left hand the skin of the Nemean lion. 

The number of towns is three, the largest being Queita, and of 

Population 329. The population was 78,662 in 1891 

and 114,087 in 1901, an increase of 45 per cent. 
The following table gives statistics of area, &c., by tahsUs in 1901 



Chaman 
Pishin . 
Quetta . 
Shorarud 


Number of 


VilluRcs. 



. Population, 

Population 
per snuare 
mile* 

16.437 

13 

.“ 11.753 

19 

44.83.S 

S3 

1,062 

2 

114,087 
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More than 84 per cent, of the people are Muhammadans of the 
Sunni sect; Hindus number 10 per cent.; and Christians, who are 
chiefly Europeans, about 3 per cent. The language most widely spoken 
is Pashtu ; Brahui is the tongue of about 6 per cent, of the people, 
and a little Persian is also used. Of the indigenous population 67,600, 
or 78 per cent., are Afghans, rather more than half of them being 
Kakars and a third Tarins. Of the latter, the most numerous are the 
A.bdals, represented by the Achakzais occupying the Chaman sub- 
division Md part of Pishin. The Brahuis, who live in the south of 
Ae District, form 8 per cent, and Saiyids, who are numerous in the 
Pishm taMl, about 9 per cent The indigenous population is almost 
entirely engaged in cultivation and flock-owning. The Afghans of 
Pishin, especially the Huramzai Saiyids, carry on a large trade in 
horses. Many of them have made their way as far as Australia, or 
are engaged m trade in parts of India. 
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The missions working in Quetta consist of branches of the Church 
Missionary Society and of the Church of England Zanana Missionary 
Society. They maintain two hospitals and four schools, one of which 
is aided from Local funds. A mission cliurch was opened in 1903. 
The efforts of the workers are principally devoted to medical aid and 
education, and few converts have so Ihr been made among the people 
of the country. 

The soil in the centre of the valleys consists of fine clay and sandy 
beds. Along the skirts of the hills loess is found, and higher up 
a fringe of coarse-grained gravel. The soil of Shora- . 
rud is impregnated with salt. At Barshor, in the ncuture. 
Pishin iahsll^ cultivation is carried on in terraced fields. Crops are 
assured only on lands which can be permanently irrigated. The ‘dry- 
crop’ area consists chiefly of embanked land to which flood-water is 
led. Irrigated land is allowed to lie fallow for one to three years, 
unless it can be manured; ‘drj'-crop’ land can be cultivated every 
year, but more than one good crop in five years is seldom obtained. 
The harvest reaped in spring is sown with the help of the winter rains ; 
the autumn harvest, which is small compared with the former, is sown 
in June and July. 

The cultivable area in the two iahslls of Quetta and Pishin, which 
have been cadastrally surveyed, is 706 square miles, of which 324 are 
cultivated by rotation, Of this latter total, 221 square miles (68 per 
cent.) are permanently irrigated (<?^/); and the remainder arc either 
‘ flood-crop ’ {sailaba) or ‘ dry-crop ’ {kliushkaba). The area under crop 
in 1902-3 was 72 square miles, of which 79 per cent, was under wheat, 
the staple grain of the District ; 4 per cent, under barley ; 10 per cent, 
under maize and millets ; 3 per cent, under green vegetables ; and 4 per 
cent, under lucerne. Owing to the peace and protection which have 
followed the British occupation, cultivation has increased very largely 
during the past twenty-five years. Potatoes, vegetables, and lucerne are 
profitably cultivated ; fruit orchards and vineyards are extending ; and 
great attention is bestowed on melon growing. The cultivators eagerly 
avail themselves of Government loans, the amount advanced between 
1897 and 1904 being 1*3 lakhs. 

The short-legged breed of Kachhi cattle is imported for the plough. 
Transport is by camel, and these animals are used in the plough in 
Chanian and Pishin. The local breed of horses is excellent, and has 
been much improved by the introduction of imported stallions, of 
which 18 are generally stationed in the District in summer. The 
branded mares number 256. A horse-fair and cattle-.show is held at 
Quetta in the autumn, which is largely patronized by local breeders. 
Sheep imported from Siahband in Afghanistan are much prized. 

Of the total irrigated area in the tahslls of Quetta and Pishin, 14 per 
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cent, is supplied from Government irrigation works and 66 per cent, 
from 254 hSrez or underground channels. AVater is also obtained 
from i8 streams and 854 springs. Artesian W'ells number 24. The 
Government irrigation works are the Khushdil Khan reservoir and 
the Shebo canal, both situated in PishTn. The former, which is fed 
by flood-water from two feeder-cuts, is eapable of holding about 750 
million cubic feet of water. It commands .about 1 7,000 acres, but the 
average area cultivated by its aid has hitherto been only 3,300 acres. 
This area will probably be increased by improvements effected in 1902, 
Up to 1903 the capital cost incurred was about 10 lakhs. Tlie Shebo 
canal takes off from the Quetta I.ora and is supplemented by a system 
of tanks. It commands 5,340 acres, but less than half of this is irri- 
gated annually. The capital cost up to 1903 was about 6-| lakhs. 
Revenue and water rate are levied together, on both systems, in the 
shape of one-third of the gross produce, the whole amount being 
credited to the Irrigation department. 

In 1903 the District contained four juniper Reser^•es on the ZarghOn 
range, with an area of 52 square miles ; two pistachio forests of 13 
square miles 5 and one mixed forest covering 2 square miles. In the 
latter tamarisk is the chief tree. Experimental plantations, covering 
63 acres, are maintained close to Quetta. 

Coal is found in the Sor range to the cast of Quetta. The seam 
is narrow, but has been traced for nearly 20 miles. It is worked in 
different places by five contractors. The output, which is entirely 
consumed in Quetta, was 7 ,t 48 tons in 1903. Chromite has been 
discovered in scattered pockets in the serpentines and basic igneous 
intrusions near Khanozai, for working some of which a lease has been 
given to the Baluchistan Mining Syndicate. During r903 about 284 
tons were extracted. 


The manufacture of felts .and of rugs formed by the (far? stitch is 
an indigenous industry. Excellent silk embroidery is prepared, espe- 
T d d Brahui women. In Quetta, Kandaharis make 

commmicSions. quality to those 

sold^ in Peshawar. The Murree Brewery' Company 
has a branch at Kirani, about 5 miles from Quetta, the output of which 
was 347,220 gallons of beer in r903. In 1904 some successful experi- 
ments were made in sericulture. 


The great increase in trade is referred to in the article on Quett.^ 
1 OWN. The only other marts of importance are Kila Abdullah and 
Chaman. from both of which places trade is carried on with Afghanistan. 

t amounted to about 13^- lakhs, 

imports being valued at 6|- and exports at 7 lakhs. Live animals, gJii, 

Smortf from ■ 

imports from Afghanistan, and food-grains, piece-goods, and metals 
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from India. Exports to India are chiefly wool, and fruits, and 
to Afghanistan piece-goods, metals, and dyes. 

The Mushkaf-Bolan branch of the North-Western Railway, on the 
standard gauge, enters the District from the south and runs to Quetta, 
wliere it meets a branch of the Sind-Pishin section from Bostan. The 
latter line enters the District near Fuller’s Camp and runs across the 
Pishin plain to Chaman. The District is well provided with roads, the 
total length of metalled and partially metalled roads being 405, and 
of unmetalled paths 228 miles. They are maintained partly from 
Provincial revenues and partly from military funds. 

Owing to its large irrigated area and excellent communications, the 
District is well protected atid actual famine has not been known. Some 
distress occurred between 1897 and 1902, owing to Famine 
deficient rainfall and to damage done by locusts. 

Relief was aflbrded by the suspension and remission of land revenue, 
the grant of advances for the purchase of seed-grain and bullocks, and 
the opening of relief works, costing about Rs. 14,000. In years of 
deficient pasturage the railway is used by graziers to transport their 
flocks to more favoured tracts. 

The District is divided into three subdivisions and tahsih ; Chaman, 
PishTn, and Quetta. Of these, Chaman, Pishin, and Shorarud in 

Quetta form part of British Baluchistan, and the rest . ^ 

A « j 7 «7 * A rrt •«. rr«t Adniifiistr&tioUi 

of the Quetta iahsU is Agency Territory, The execu- 
tive head of the District combines the functions of Deputy-Commis- 
sioner for areas included in British Baluchistan, and of Political Agent 
for Agency Territories. A Native Assistant is in charge of Chaman, 
an Extra-Assistant Commissioner of Pishin, and the Assistant Political 
Agent of the Quetta subdivision. The iahsHs of Quetta and PishTn 
each have a tahslldar and a vaib-tahtMdr for revenue work. The 
superior staff at head-quarters includes a .Superintendent of police, 
two Extra- Assistant Commissioners, a Cantonment Magistrate, and 
an Assistant Cantonment Magistrate, 

Civil work at Quetta is dispo.sed of by a Munsif, and four Honorarj- 
Magistrates assist the ordinary staff in deciding criminal cases. Both 
civil and criminal powers are exercised by all the officers mentioned 
in the preceding paragraph. The Political Agent is the District and 
Sessions Judge, In 1903 the total number of cognizable cases reported 
was 1,402, conviction being obtained in 1,232. Most of the cases were 
of a petty nature. The total number of criminal cases disposed of 
by the courts in 1903-4 was 3,102, and of civil cases 4,807. Disputes 
were referred to a jirga for award under the Frontier Crimes Regulation 
in 203 cases. 

The District furnished the emperor Akbar with a force of 2,550 
horse and 2,600 foot; Rs. 750 in cash ; 4,340 sheep; 1,280 klm-wars 
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of grain, and 7 maunds of butter. Nadir Shah assessed Pishin to 
furnish a fixed number of men-at-arms, a sj'stem knowm as gham-i- 
iiaukar, which was continued by Ahmad Shah Durrani, in whose time 
895 muhars were taken. In the time of Timur Shah some of the 
tribesmen were recalcitrant, and the land of 15 1 nauhars was con- 
fiscated. The remaining service grants were subsequently commuted 
for cash payment When the District came into the hands of the 
British this cash payment was still in force in some parts of the Pishin 
Mjf/, while in others the system had broken down, and ka/a/, or the 
taking of an actual share of the produce, had been substituted. The 
combined system was continued in Pishin up to 1889, the Government 
share of the produce being levied at rates vaiying from one-third to 
one-sixth. In 1899 a fixed cash assessment on irrigated estates was 
introduced for twenty years. The incidence per irrigated acre ranged 
from a maximum of Rs. 5-0-3 to a minimum of Rs. 1-5-3, the average 
being Rs. 2-13-10. In the Quetta valley, the land revenue under 
native rule was obtained partly from a fixed assessment in cash or 
kind, called zar-i-kalattg, partly from appraisement, and partly by 
diriaon of the crops. The system continued up to 1890, when baiai 
at a uniform rate of one-sixth of the produce and a grazing tax were 
introduced. A fixed cash assessment was imposed on irrigated lands 
for ten years from 1897, and is now about to be revised. The maxi- 
mum incidence per acre on irrigated area was Rs. 3-9-4, the minimum 
and the average Rs. 2-0-4. In Shorarud, revenue was first 
levied in 1882-3 at one-sixth of the product^ and from April, 1897, 
a fixed cash assessment was imposed on irrigated lands. I.arge revenue- 
free grants are held, especially in Pishin. The estimated annual value 
of the land revenue thus alienated is Rs. 42,700. The total land reve- 
nue of the District in 1903-4 was 1-5 lakhs, .md the revenue from all 
sources 3-2 lakhs. The land revenue yielded 47 per cent, of the total, 
stamps 12 per cent., and excise 35 per cent. 

The Quetta municipality was formally constituted in October, 1896. 
Ite affairs are managed by a committee, consisting of thirteen nominated 
official and non-official members, with the Political Agent as ex-officio 

Sadr and District bazar 
fund, which IS controlled by the Political Agent. Its chief source of 
income is_ octroi and its expenditure is incurred on objects of public 
uhhtj^ pnncipally at Pishin and Chaman. The income in 1003-4 
amounted to Rs. 39,600 and the expenditure to Rs. 34.000. 

head-quarters of the fourth division of the AVestern 

L ptlld " O’””"" ‘■"f *t»chmenti 

and VnMiia. ShelabSgh 
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In 1904 the total force of police amounted to 519 men, of whom 
362 were constables and 53 horsemen. The officers include a Dis- 
trict Superintendent, an Assistant Superintendent, 5 inspectors, and 
IX deputy-inspectors. The force \vas distributed in 17 stations. The 
Quetta municipality pays for a force of 36 police, the cantonment 
committee for 84, and Local funds for 24 watchmen. The local levies 
number 487, including 170 mounted men. There is a District jail 
at Quetta, and a subsidiary jail at Pishln, with total accommodation 
for 139 male and 10 female prisoners. Convicts whose term exceeds 
six months are generally sent to the Shikarpur jail in Sind. 

In educational, as in other respects, the District is the most advanced 
in the Province. In 1904 the number of Government and aided 
schools was twelve, with 827 pupils, including 148 Indian girls and 
44 European and Eurasian children. The cost amounted to Rs. 23,500, 
of which Rs. 7,700 was derived from fees and subscriptions, and 
Rs. 7,100 from Provincial revenues, the balance being met by the 
North-Western Railway and from Local funds. The three mission 
schools had 85 pupils. About 900 pupils were under instruction in 
mosque schools. 

The District possesses one Government-aided hospital, in charge of 
a Civil Surgeon, and seven dispensaries, including a female dispensary 
maintained from the Lady Dufferin fund. They contain accommoda- 
tion for ri8 in-patients. The total attendance of patients in 1903 
was 63,310; the daily average attendance in Government institutions 
being 59 in-patients and 21 1 out-patients. Two of these institutions 
are maintained by the North-Western Railway, at Bostan and Shela- 
bagh, and two receive grants from Local funds; the expenditure of 
the others is met from Provincial revenues. In 1903 the total expen- 
diture from Provincial revenues and Local funds amounted to Rs. 18,109. 
The Church of England Medical Mission maintains two hospitals, to 
which 592 in-patients were admitted in 1902, while the out-patients 
numbered 19,190. 

Vaccination is compulsory in the town and cantonment of Quetta, 
and there are indications that the people are beginning to prefer this 
method to inoculation. The number of successful vaccinations in 1903 
was 2,660, or about 23 per 1,000 of the population. 

[Settlement Report of the Pishin Tahsil (1899); J. H. Stocqueler, 
Memorials of Afghanistan (Calcutta, 1843) ; Records^ Geolo^cal Survey 
of India^ vol. xxvi, pt. ii of 1893.] 

Quetta Subdivision. — Subdivision and tahSil of the Quetta-Pishin 
District, Baluchistan, lying between 29® 52' and 30® 27' N. and 66® 
15' and 67® 18' E. It is held on a perpetual lease from the Khan 
of Kalat. For administrative purposes Shorarud, which is British 
territory, is attached to it. The two cover an area of 1,174 square 
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miles, of which 540 form the Quetta tahsll proper. The population 
in 1901 numbered 45,897, that of Shorarild being 1,062. 1 ’he only 
town is Quetta (population, 24,584); the villages number 54. 
The tahgil occupies a valley about 5,500 feet above sea-level, sur- 
rounded by mountains. Shorariid derives its name from a stream of 
brackish water, which traverses it to join the Pishin Lora ; it consists 
of the river basin and the Sarlath hills, beyond which lies Shorawak in 
Afghanistan. The Sarlath hills afford excellent pasturage. .Shorariid 
contains only 7 permanent villages. The land revenue of the whole 
iahsU in 1903-4 amounted to Rs. 65,500, of which Rs. 2,000 was 
contributed by Shorariid. Owing to the ready market available in the 
Quetta town and cantonment and the numerous harez, the Quetta 
valley is the best cultivated in Baluchistan, and the extension of fruit 
gardens has been marked. Coal is found in the adjoining Sor range. 
A branch of the Murree Brewery has been worked near Kirani 
since 1886. 

Quetta Town {Kwntah, locally known as Shal or Shiilkot). — 
Capital of the Baluchistan Agency and head-quarters of Quetta. 
Pishin District, situated in 30° 10' N. and 67° i' E., at the northern 
end of the tahsil of the same name. It is now one of the most 
desirable stations in Northern India. Quetta is connected with India 
by the North-Western Railway, being 727 miles from I-ahore and 
536 from Karachi. It was occupied by the British during the first 
Afghan War from 1839 to 1842. In 1S40 an assault was made on 
it by the Kakars, and it was unsuccessfully invested by the Brahuis. 
The present occupation dates from 1876. The place consists of the 
cantonment on the north, covering about r5 square miles, and the 
civil town on the south, separated by the Habib Nullah. Population 
has risen from 18,802 in 1891 to 24,584 in 1901. It includes 3,678 
Christians, mainly the European garrison, 10,399 Muhammadans, and 
8,678 Hindus, The majority of the remainder are Sikhs. The ordinary 
garrison comprises three mountain batterie-s, two companies of garrison 
artillery, two British and three Native infantry regiments, one regiment 
of Native cavalry, one company of sappers and miners, and two com- 
panies of volunteers. The police force employed in the cantonment 
and town numbers i8o. 

Municipal taxes have been levied since 1878, but the present muni- 
cipal system dates from 1896. The income in 1903—4 was 2*2 lakhs, 
chiefly derived from octroi ; and the expenditure was 2*1 lakhs. The 
committee has obtained loans from Government for carrj’ing out 
drainage and water-works, of which the unpaid balance on March 31, 
1904, amounted to Rs. 31,100. Half of the net octroi receipts is paid 
over to the cantonment fund. The receipts of this fund, from which 
the maintenance of the cantonment is provided, were t*i lakhs in 
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1903-4, and the expenditure waf? 1*3 lakhs. Much attention has been 
paid to sanitation and the prevention of enteric fever, which was at one 
time common. A piped supply of water for the cantonment, civil 
station, and railway was completed in 1891 at a cost of about 7-J lakhs, 
and an additional supply has since been provided for the cantonment 
at a cost of more than 3^- lakhs. The civil station and town lie some- 
what low, and nearly i-J- lakhs has been expended in providing a system 
of street drainage. The principal buildings are the Residency, the 
Sandeman Memorial Hall, St. ^fary's Church, and the Roman Catholic 
Church. The civil hospital is well equipped, and the town also 
possesses a female dispensary, two mission hospitals, a high school, 
a girls’ school, and a European school. A ntill for grinding flour and 
pressing wool and chopped straw has existed since 18S7. The Indian 
Staff College has recently been completed and opened. A feature of 
the station is the gj'mkhana ground, with its fine turfed polo and cricket 
grounds. The trade of Quetta is continually expanding. Imports by 
rail have increased from 39,200 tons in 1893 to 56,224 tons in 1903, 
and exports from 5,120 to 13,829 tons. 

Quilandi. — Seaport in the Kurumbranad tatuk of Malabar Dis- 
trict, Madras, situated in n® 27' N. and 75® 42' E. Population (1901), 
5,870. It contains a sub-magi.strate’.s and a District Munsifs court. 
It was close to this place that Va.sco da Gama’s fleet first cast anchor 
in 1498. 

Quilon {KoUani ). — ^Town and port in the iaiuk of the same name, 
Travancore State, Madras, situated in 8° 53' N. and 76° 36' E. Popu- 
lation (1901), 15,691. It is one of the oldest towns on the coast and 
was refounded in A.n. 1019. Its natural situation and consequent 
commercial importance made it coveted by every foreign jjower, and 
subjected it in its early days to m.any political vicissitudes. Towards 
the middle of the eighteenth century the State of Quilon, also called 
Desinganadu, was annexed to Travancore. It was formerly one of the 
greatest ports on the west coast, but has now fallen to a very con- 
siderable extent from its high e.state. With the opening of the Tinne- 
velly-Quilon Railway, however, Quilon, as the terminal .station, now 
finds itself placed in direct communication with the Madras Presidency 
and should revive once more. A railway siding has been made to the 
edge of the backwater. The palace of the Maharaja of Travancore 
is on the borders of the Quilon lake, called by General Cullen the 
Loch I.x)mond of Travancore, w'hich possesses enchanting scenery. 
The town also contains a Residency, the office of the Diwan Peshkar, 
the District and subordinate courts, high .schools, hospitals, and other 
institutions. Cotton-weaving and spinning and the manufacture of tiles 
are the chief industries. A cotton-spinning mill has been opened 
recently. The chief exports are coffee, tea, fish, timber, pepper, and 
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coir; and iho ciiief imports are salt and toliacco. 'I'lic customs 
revenue averages about Rs. j 0,000. 'I’lie tonnage of vessels of all 
classes which call anniwlly at the iK>rt is 22,000. The sanitation and 
conservancy of the town are attended to by a town improvement 
committee. 

The ancient history of Quilon goes hack to the e.'i!lie.st limes of the 
old Syrian Church in lndl;u The Nestorian Patriarch jesujahus of 
Adiahcne noted in the seventh century that Quilon was the somhern- 
most i>oint of Christian influence. It appear^ in Arabic as iMrly as 
A.n. 851 under the name Artw/o/tf-.l/o//, \vlu:n it w.is already frequented 
by ships from China. It is the Coilum of Marco Polo, anil was an 
imjiortani place in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. The Portu- 
guese had a factor)’ here, which w.is rapturcti hy the ntitch in i<i62. 
From them, it passed to the English IJast India Company. The 
portion now in tlie possession of the British (tovernmeni is known as 
Tangassf.uu 

Rabkavi. — 'Powtr in the State of S.’mgli, Homh.iy, situated in 
16° 28' N. .and 75® 9' E., on the right h.ink of the Klstin. Popula- 
tion (1901), 5,748, consisting almost entirely of hankers, tr.iders, and 
artisans. Locil afTiiir-s arc managed hy a municipal body, known ns 
the Daituj, with an income i»r uImhu Us. 3,800. Unl)kavi is an 
important trade centre. Silk is dyed and made iqi into various articles 
of clothing. Colton is also dyed to siimc extent, whh the permanent 
dye known as sttranji. The town apjiears to have been named after 
the village goddc.ss Ruhhax-a. It has fine temples, of which that of 
.Sliankarling is the princiiwl. 

Rabkob. — Head-quarters of Udaipur .State, Central Provinces. Sicf 
Diiarmjavgarii. 

Rabupura. — I’own in the Khurja iahsil of Uulandshahr District, 
United Provinces, situated in 28® 15' N. and "ff 37' K., 19 miles west 
of Bukindshahr town. Population (1901), 5,048, 'Phe place w.is 
founded by a Mewatt named RaUfl in the eleventh ccnttiry. The 
Mewatis were ousted hy the Jaisw.ir Rajputs in the time of PritlnU 
Raj, late in the twelfih cenliir)’. From the days of .‘ 5 |i:di A lam II 
up to 1857, Uabilpura was the centre of an estate comprising 24 vil- 
lagc.s, which was confiscated after the Mutiny for the rebellion of the 
proprietors. The town contains a g,)od brick market, and half the 
houses and shops are alsti of brick. The American Methodist Mission 
has a branch here, with a siujill church and dispensan*. Rnbftpura is 
^ministered under Act XX of 1856, with an income <»f about Rs. 1,300, 

There is a considerable trade in cattle. The prtmar)- school contains 
60 pupils. 

Rachna —Doalt in the Punjab. See Rechna Doad. 

Riidhanpur Stale — State in the Palanpur Agency, Bombay 
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lying between 23® 26' and 23® 58' N. and 71® 28' and 72® 3' E., 
with an area of 1,150 square miles. Including Sami and Munjpur, 
it is bounded on the north by the petty Stales of Morvada and 
Tervada ; on the east by Baroda \ on the south by Ahmadabad Dis- 
trict and JhinjhuvSda in Kathiawar; and on the west by the petty 
State of Varahi under Palanpur. 

The country is flat and open. Its rivers, three in number, rise near 
Mount Abu and the spurs of the Aravalli range, and fall into the 
Little Rann. They generally dry up during the hot season, when the 
inhabilants are dependent on wells for their supply. ^Vater is found 
at a depth of from 10 to 30 feet, but is sweet only near the surface, 
owing to the proximity of the Rann. From April to July, and in 
October and November, the heat is excessive. If rain falls, August 
and September are pleasant months; and from December to March the 
climate is cool and bracing. The prevailing disease is fever. The 
mean temperature is 41® in January and 115® in June. 

RSdhanpur, now held by a branch of the Babi family, who, since 
the reign of Humayfln, have always been prominent in the annals of 
Gujarat,' is said to have once belonged to the Vaghelas, and to have 
been called Lfinavada, after Vaghela Lunaji of the Sardhara branch 
of that tribe. Subsequently it was held as a fief under the Sultans 
of Gujarat by Fateh KhSn Baloch, and is said to have been named 
Radhanpur after Radhan Khan of that family. 

The first Babi entered Hindustan in the company of Humayfin. 
Bahadur Khan Babi was appointed faujdar of Tharad in the reign 
of Shah Jahan ; and his son Sher Khan Babi, on account of his local 
knowledge, was sent to aid prince Murad Bakhsh in the government 
of Gujarat. In 1693 his son Jafar Khan, by his ability and local 
influence, obtained the faujddri of Radhanpur, Sami, Munjpur, and 
Tervada, with the title of Safdar Khan. In 1704 he was made 
governor of Bijapur (in Gujarat), and in 1706 of Patan. His son 
Khan Jahan, also styled Khanji Khan, received the title of Jaw'an 
Hard Khan, and was appointed governor of Radhanpur, Patan, 
Vadnagar, Visalnagar, Bijapur, Kheralu, &c. His son, again, Kamal- 
ud-diu Khan, usurped the governorship of Ahmadabad after the death 
of Aurangzeb, during the incursions of the Marathas and the sub- 
sequent collapse of the imperial pow'er. During his rule a branch 
of the family was able to establish itself at Junagarh and Balasinor. 
The founder of the Junagarh house, who -was also the first Babi of 
Balasinor, was Muhammad Bahadur, otherwise knowm as Sher Khan. 

1753 Raghunath Rao Peshwa and Dam 3 jl Gaikwar suddenly 
appeared before Ahmadabad ; and Kamal-ud-din Khan, after a bril- 
liant defence, was forced to surrender the city, but was confirmed as 
ja^rddr of Radhanpur, Sami, Munjpur, Patan, Visalnagar, Vadnagar, 
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Bijapur, Tharad, and Kheralu. It was agreed at. the same time that 
the Marathas should give Kamal-ud-din Khan the sum of one lakh, 
besides presenting him with an elephant and other articles of value. 
Damaji Gaikwar, however, wrested from his successors all their 
dominions, excepting Radhanpur, Sami, and Munjpur. 

In 1813 Radhanpur, through Captain Camac, then Resident at 
Baroda, concluded an engagement with the Gaikwar, whereby the 
latter, under the advice of the British authorities, was empowered to 
control the external relations of Radhanpur, and assist in defending 
it from foreign invasion. In 1819, on aid being sought of the British 
Government by Radhanpur against the Khosas, a predatory tribe from 
Sind, Colonel Barclay marched against them and expelled them from 
Gujarat. In 1820 Major Miles negotiated an agreement with the 
Nawab of Radhanpur. Under the terms of this agreement the Nawab 
bound himself not to harbour robbers, or enemies of the British 
Government ; to accompany the British troops with all his forces ; and 
to pay a tribute in proportion to his means. On February 18, 1822, 
the tribute was fixed for five years at Rs. 17,000. This tribute was, 
in 1825, remitted by the British Government, and has never again 
been imposed, the engagement of 1820 remaining in force in other 
respects. The Naw'ab is entitled to a salute of 1 1 guns. The family 
hold a sanad authorizing any succession that may be legitimate accord- 
ing to Muhammadan law, and follow the rule of primogeniture in point 
of succession. 

The population in 1901 was 61,548, compared with 98,017 in 1891. 
Hindus numbered 491887 and Muhammadans 8,019. The State 
contains one town, Radhanpur ; and 159 villages. The principal pro- 
ducts are cotton, wheat, and the common kinds of grain. Except 
vegetables, no irrigated crops are grown. The only manufacture of 
importance is the preparation of a fine description of saltpetre. 

The chief has power to try his own subjects, even for capital offences, 
without permission from the Political Agent. In 1903—4 the gross 
revenue of the State amounted to nearly 4 lakhs, chiefly derived from 
land (2*7 lakhs) and customs (Rs. 79,000). 

The State maintains a military force of 35 horse and 163 foot. The 
strength of the police in 1903—4 was 77^ men. There are 24 schools 
atterided by 71 1 pupils, including 94 girls, The State maintained six 
medical institutions in 1903-4, treating more than 13,400 patients. 
In the same year over 1,500 persons were vaccinated. 

Radhanpur Town.— Capital of the State of the same name in 
Bombay, situated in 23° 49' N. and 71° 39' E. Population (1901), 
11,879. It lies in the midst of an open plain, mostly under water 
during the rains. It is surrounded by a loopholed wall 15 feel high, 
8 feet broad, and about 2^ miles .in circumference, with comer 
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towers, 8 bastioned gateways, outworks, and a ditch now filled up. 
There is also, surrounded by a wall, an inner fort or castle, where the 
Nawab lives. Radhanpur is a considerable trade centre for Northern 
Gujarat and Cutch. The nearest railway station, 34 miles distant, is 
at Patan. A municipality is maintained from local taxation, which 
yielded Rs. 2,717 in 1903-4, and from a monthly grant of Rs. 750 
made by the State. The chief exports are rapeseed, wheat, grain, and 
cotton; and the chief imports are rice, sugar, tobacco, cloth, and 
ivory. In 1816, and again in 1820, a disease, in many symptoms 
resembling the true plague, visited Riidhanpur and caused the death 
of half its population. The name is said to be derived from Radhan 
Khan, a descendant of Fateh Khan Baloch who held the town under 
the Ahmadabad Sultans. Another tradition claims for the town a 
remote origin {a.d. 546), and that it was named after Radan Deo, 
a Chavada chief. Since the defeat of Kamal-ud-din Khiin Babi at 
Ahmadabad in i 7 S 3 i Radhanpur has been the head-quarters of a 
branch of the Babi family. 

Rae Bareli District.— South-eastern District of the Lucknow Divi- 
sion, United Provinces, lying north-east of the Ganges, between zf 
49' and 26® 36' N. and 80® 41' and 81® 34' E,, with an area of 1,748 
square miles. In shape it resembles a segment of a circle with the 
Ganges as the chord. It is bounded on the north-west by Unao ; on 
the north by Lucknow and Bara Banki ; on the east by Sull5npur and 
Partabgarhj and on the south-west by the Ganges, which divides 
it from Fatehpur. The general aspect of Rae Bareli 
is that of a beautifully wooded, gently undulating Physical 

plain. It is markedly fertile and well cultivated. 

Ihe principal rivers are the Ganges and the Sai, the former skirting 
the District for 54 miles along its south-western boundary, while the 
latter runs through the centre in a tortuous course from north-west 
to south-east. Both of these rivers flow in deep beds, but the Ganges 
is bordered by a fertile valley of varying width before the upland 
portion is reached. Between the Ganges and the Sai lies a chain of 
jhllsQx swamps more or less connected with one another, and probably 
forming an old river-bed. North of the Sai are found many other Jhlls^ 
but these are ordinary shallow depressions and have not the narrow 
deep beds of the southern swamps. The LonI flows across the south- 
west corner of the District to join the Ganges ; and there are many 
smaller streams, generally known as Naiya, Avhich carry off water only 
in. the rains, and drain the JIals to some extent. 

The District is entirely composed of Gangetic alluvium, and kankar 
or nodular limestone is the only-stone formation. 

The flora presents few peculiarities. Up to the time of the Mutiny 
the stronghold of- every /VrMiferAvas. surrounded by dense jungle, and 
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a scrub forest extended for twelve miles on either side of the Sai. 
Only a few patches of dhak {Bttiea frondosa) now remain. The 
numerous groves are chiefly composed of mango or mahud (JBassia 
latifolia) and the nim {Mdia Azadirachta). Various kinds of fig, the 
babul {Acacia arabica), and Jdmun {Eugenia Jambolana) are also 
common. 

There are a few wolves, but jackals abound. Nilgai and antelope 
are scarce. Some cattle still roam wild near the Ganges and Sai. 
In the cold season water-fowl and snipe are plentiful; other game- 
birds include quail and a few partridge and sand-grouse. Fish arc 
caught in the jhlls, and also in the rivers. 

The climate is healthy, and the temperature is not marked by 
extremes of either heat or cold. Cool nights are experienced well 
into the hot season. 


The annual rainfall averages a little over 37 inches, the cast of the 
District receiving the heaviest fall. As a rule the amount is not less 
than 24 inches; but in 1877, 1880, and 1896 it was only 13 inches. 
On the other hand, in r867 and 1894 the amount was 60 inches. 

The District has never played a large part in history, and it contains 
few places of importance. Tradition relates that the Muhammadan 
History Saiyid Salar, raided it in the eleventh century ; 

and from similar sources a few details arc obtained 
regarding the three clans of Rajputs— the Bais, the KanhpuriSs, and 
the Amethias — who still hold the greater part of the land. The first 
of these occupied a tract in the south and west, which was aftenvards 
known as Baiswara. The earliest historical events of which reliable 
accounts have been preserved are, however, connected with the in- 
corporation of the District in the Shark! kingdom of Jaunpur, early 
in the fifteenth century. At that time the Bhars, who still held part 
of the country, were completely crushed. The Rajputs, however, were 
only partially reduced, and warfare was frequent till Akbar estab- 
lished a more settled government. Under that monarch Rae Bareli 
was divided between the two SubS/is of Oudh and Allahabad. After 
Akbar s death the Rajputs appear to have increased greatly in im- 
portance and power ; and when Oudh became a separate state in the 
eighteenth century, Nawab Saadat Khan entrusted several of the 
chiefs with the collection of revenue in their own pargams. As 
jsor ers increased, attempts to assert independence became more 
frequent, and the history of the closing years of Oudh rule is one 
of constant fighting between chief and chief or between the Rajas 
and the court officials. 


At annexation in 1856 a District of Salon was formed, extending 

[hTMSv h A year had hardly elapsed when 

the Mutiny broke out. The sepoys abstained from rebeUion longer 
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than in any other cantonment in Ondh; but on June 10, 1857, they 
ceased to obey orders and the officers were warned to depart. The 
whole of the European staff was allowed to escape and reached 
Allahabad safely. The District then reverted to its former lawless 
state under the Oudh government, though little help w^as sent to the 
rebel army at Lucknow. Some of the ICanhpurias at once began 
plundering, but the tahiMars for the most part w^ere not actively 
rebellious. After the fall of Lucknow, however, their opposition 
became more marked, and that of Rana Beni Madho Bakhsh of 
Shankarpur in Baiswara w'as especially determined. On the other 
hand, the Raja of Murarmau was loyal throughout, and several of 
the important taluMdrs surrendered early and gave valuable services. 
It was not till the end of October that Lord Clyde made his great 
combined movement on Baiswara, which ended in the flight of Beni 
Madho a month later. Rae Bareli then became the head-quarters 
of the District \ but its shape and size were considerably altered in 
1869, when part was transferred to Unao and part to Bara BankT, while 
additions were made from Sultanpur and Partabgarh. 

The District contains many ancient mounds, some of which have 
yielded stone carvings, terra-cotta images, and other memorials dating 
from Buddhist times. The chief places of archaeological interest are 
Jais, Dalmau, and Rae BarelT. 

Rae Bareli contains 4 towns and 1,736 villages. The population has 
fluctuated. At the four enumerations the numbers were: (tSGp) 
989,008, (1881) 951.905. (1891). 1.036,521. and p 
(1901)1,033,761. There is some reason to suppose 
that the Census of 1869 overstated, and that of 1881 understated, the 
actual population. The District suffered from famine in 1877-8 and 
again in 1896-7. There are four iahsils—’K^s. Bareli, Dalmau, 
Maharajganj, and Salon— each named from its head-quarters. The 
principal towns are the municipality of Rae Bareli and Jais. The 
following table gives the chief statistics of population in igor : — 


TttksTl. 

Area, in square 
miles. 

Number of 

Population. 

Population per 
square mtfe. 

Percentage of 
variation in 
population 
between iSgi 
and 1901. 

Number of 
persons able to 
read and 
write. 

Towns. 

Villages. 

Kae BarelT 

.171 

I 

353 

223,505 

602 

+ 0.7 

8,192 

Dalmau 

472 

1 

576 

270,900 

574 

- 1.8 

9,987 

Mahatijgnnj 

465 


364 

278,086 

598 

+ 0.5 

8,342 

Salon 

440 

2 

444 

261,270 

594 

-0.3 

6,198 

District total 

1,748 

4 

1,736 

1,033,761 

591 

- 0.3 

32,719 


Hindus form 91 per cent, of the total, and Musalmans nearly 9 per 
VOL. XXL c 
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cent. Eastern Hindi is spoltcn by almost the entire population, the 
dialect in use being AwadhI. 

The Hindu castes most largely represented arc : Ahlrs (graziers and 
cultivators), 129,0005 PasTs (toddy-drawers and cultivatons), 107,0005 
BrShmans, 105,0005 Chamfirs (tanners, labourers, and cailtivatots), 

98.000 5 Rajputs or Chbattrls, 67,000 5 Jvodlias (cultivators), 64,000 j 
Muraos (market-gardeners), 48,000 5 and Kurmls (agriculturists), 44,000. 
Among Musalmfins are Giijars, 13,0005 Shaikhs, 9,0005 Pathans, 

9.000 5 and R.ijputs, 8, 000, Agriculture supports 76 jicr cent, of the 
total population. Rajputs or Chhattrls hold two-thirds of the District, 
the Bais and Kanhpuria dans being the largest landholders. Ahlrs, 
Brahmans, and Rajputs or ChhattrTsare the most numerous cultivators 5 
but Lodhas, Kurmis, and Muraos arc the most skilful. 

There were 97 native Christians in rpor, of whom 68 were Metho- 
dists and 10 belonged to the Anglican communion. A branch of the 
American Methodist Mission was opened in 1864 and dosed in 19015 
but native catechists are still employed at a few place.s. 

The low land in the valley of the Gangc.s, called kathhar, varies in 
width from two miles to a few prds. The lowest portion is flooded 

Aaricnlturc generally bears good crops in 

the spring 5 the higher stretches arc ver)- fertile, and 
occasionally autumn crops can be sown in them. The uplands vary 
according to the class of soil. In the south it is a rich firm loam, 
producing wheat and poppy in the spring and millets in the autumn. 
As thc/ZirA are approached, the soil becomes heavier, and rice is the 
prevailing crop, which is followed in spring by gram and linseed. 
Large patches of barren usar are common here. The valley of the 
Sai and its tributaries resembles that of the Ganges, but is inferior in 
quality. North of the Sai is another large area of rice land, producing 
also inferior spring crops. * 

The tenures by which land is held arc those common to the Province 
of OuDH. About two-thirds of the District is included in talukdan 
estates, and 5 per cent, of the total area is sub-settled. Under- 
proprietors also hold about 5 per cent. The main agricultural statistics 
for 1903-4 are shown below, in square miles; — 


Tiiiiti/. 

Total. 

Cnltivated. 

Ini{atcd. 

Cohlrabic 

waste. 

Kae Bareli 
Dalman . 
M.nhiinj^anj . 
Salon . 

■ 

371 

47* 

465 

440 

3 I 6 

556 

*33 

*41 

94 

”3 

1*9 

1*3 

70 

76 

77 
.38 


Total 

>.748 

946 

469 

281 


Rice IS the crop most laigely grown, covering 26S square miles, 




AGRICULTURE 


29 


or 28 per cent, of the net cultivated area. Wheat (176), gram (170),* 
barley (139), pulses {<)^),jotvdr (95), arhar (81), and kodon and small 
millets (64), are also important food-crops. The District is one of 
the largest poppy-growing areas in the United Provinces. In 1903-4 
the area under poppy was 48 square miles, and the price paid to the 
cultivators for their opium has sometimes exceeded the land revenue 
demand on the whole District. 

Immediately after the Mutiny there was a great extension of cultiva- 
tion. The scries of bad seasons commencing in 1891 checked the rise 
which had continued .since the first settlement; but after 1897 another 
increase took place, and the net cultivated area is now about 7 per cent, 
higher than it was forty years ago. This increase in the area under the 
plough has also been accompanied by an extension of the system of 
double-cropping, and by an increase in the area sown on the banks of 
jklls with small millet and rice to ripen in the hot season. The most 
important increase has been in the area under poppy, and the general 
tendency has been to cultivate the more valuable crops in place of 
inferior staples. There has been a little reclamation of land by throw- 
ing dams across ravines to prevent erosion and to collect silt. Advances 
are freely taken, especially under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act. The 
total lent by Government during the ten years ending 1900 was 
3*8 lakhs, of which 2-4 lakhs was advanced in the famine year 1896-7. 
In the next four years loans averaged only Rs. 4,000. A few small 
agricultural banks have been started. 

Pasture land is scarce, and the breed of cattle is poor, the best 
animals being all imported. Ponies arc still largely used as pack- 
animals ; but the breed is very inferior, A stallion is now maintained 
in the District, to introduce a better strain. Sheep and goats are kept 
in large numbers, to provide wool, meat, milk, and manure. 

Rae Bareli is well provided nith means of irrigation. In 1903-4 
the irrigated area was 469 square miles, of which 300 were supplied 
from wells, 164 from tanks or jhlls^ and 5 from other sources. The 
number and importance of wells is increasing, and the safety of the 
crops is thereby enhanced, as Jhth fail in dry years, when most needed. 
The larger w'ells arc worked by bullocks; but where the water-level 
is higher, the dhenkli or lever and the pot and pulley worked by hand 
' are used. Water is raised from jhils in the swing-basket. There are 
very few artificial tanks, and those which exist arc ascribed to the 
Bhars. The larger streams are little used for irrigation, as their beds 
lie deep below the surface of the country. 

Kankar or calcareous limestone is found in both block and nodular 
formations in most parts and is used for making lime and metalling 
roads. Saline efflorescences called reh are collected for making coarse 
, glass and for other purposes. 
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' The only manufacture of any importance is that of coarse cotton 
cloth, which is made in many parts of the District. Finer materials 
arc produced at Jai.s and Rak Bareia; but the 
Trade and industry is dying out, as there is little demand for 
communications, [, angles and small pliials are made in 

a few places. Apart from these industries little is produced in the 
District. 

Under native government the transit duos extorted by the land- 
holders prevented any trade of importance, and as late as 1866 the 
District consumed most of its own produce and hence imported little. 
The improvement of communications and the freedom from imposts 
have caused a great advance in this respect; atid the District now 
exports grain, opium, poppy-seeds, hides, bones, oilseeds, and a little 
tobacco and raw sugar, and imports piece-goods, metals, salt, sugar, 
and spices. Rile Bareli is the chief tradipg centre; hut liilganj, 
Maharfijganj, and BaintI arc rising in importance. Much of the trade 
of the south is with Kalakankar in Partfibgarh District ; and the trade 
of Dalmau, which was formerly of some consequence, is declining, 
though it is still the site of a large religious fair. 

The main line of the Oudh and Rohilkhand Riailway enters the 
north-west of the District and turns cast from Rac Bareli to\ni, thus 
passing through the centre. Communications by road arc fairly good, 
and have been much improved in recent years. There are 601 tnilcs 
of roads, of which 1 15 are metalled. Tito whole of the roads are main- 
tained at the cost of Local fund.s, though the metalled roads and 
some of the unmctalled arc in charge of the Public Works department. 
Avenues of trees are maintained on 69 miles. The chief routes arc 
the roads from Rae Bareli town to Imcknow, Sultanpur, and Fatehpur. 
An old road from Delhi to Benares, north of the Ganges, passes through 
the south of the District. 

Rae Bareli has sulTered from severe scarcity and famine. The 
great desolation of 1784 was long remembered, .and there was scarcit)- 

. again in 1810. The records of events under native 

government arc, however, meagre. After annc.\ation 
distress was experienced in 1864, 1869, and 1873, but docs not appear 
to have been acute. In 1877-8 the deficiency in the rainfall was 
followed by widespread scarcity, causing acute distress for n con- 
siderable time, while actual famine prevailed for about two months. 
Relief works were opened both by Government and by the tahthdars, 
and large sums were spent by the charitable. In 1881 drought again 
resulted in scarcity and the collection of revenue was postponed. 
Excessive and untimely rain in the period 1893-5 caused distress, 
which necessitated the opening of small relief works. I'he resources 
of the people had thus been seriously affected before the failure of 



ADMINISTRA TION 


31 


the rains in 1896, which caused the worst famine the District has 
experienced. More than a lakh was advanced for the construction of 
wells, and the revenue demand was suspended to the extent of 3 lakhs. 
In February, 1897, more than 90,000 persons were on relief works ; 
but the liberal advances made enabled a large area of spring crops to 
be sown and food-grains to be imported, and by the end of July, 1897, 
the famine was over. 

The Deputy-Commissioner usually has a staff of four Deputy- 
Collectors recruited in India, and a taJislldar resides .... 
at the head-quarters of each tahsiL Three officers mmistration. 
of the Opium department and an officer of the Salt department are 
stationed in the District. 

There are two District Munsifs, four Honorary Munsifs, and a Sub- 
ordinate Judge for civil work. Sultanpur and Partabgarh Districts are 
both included in the Civil Judgeship, and Partabgarh in the Sessions 
Division of Rae Bareli. The most common variety of crime is 
burglary, for which the Pasis are especially notorious. Apart from 
this, serious offences are rare, and the people are quiet and law-abiding. 
Infanticide was formerly practised, but is no longer suspected. 

At annexation, in 1856, a summary settlement was made, the records 
of which have perished. The estates of the ialuMars were largely 
reduced, villages being settled direct with the village proprietors. At 
the second summary settlement in 1859 a reversion was made to the 
actual position in 1856, except where estates had been confiscated for 
rebellion. The first regular settlement, preceded by a survey, began 
in i860 and was carried out in different ways in the three Districts 
of which portions now make up Rae Bareli. In Rae Bareli itself the 
assessment was for the first time based entirely on the corrected rent- 
rolls, with adjustments for land held at privileged rates. The methods 
adopted in Partabgarh and Sultanpur, which will be found in the 
accounts of those Districts, were based partly on the use of corrected 
rent-rolls, and partly on the selection of average rates of rent. The 
result was an enhancement of the revenue fixed in the summary settle- 
ment from 9*5 to 12-4 lakhs. This settlement was revised between 
1892 and 1896, chiefly by the District officer in addition to his own 
duties. There was no resurvey, and the corrected rent-rolls as usual 
formed the basis of the assessment. The result was an increase in 
the demand to 15-4 lakhs, representing 47 per cent, of the net 
corrected ‘assets.’ The incidence of land revenue is about Rs. 1*3 
per acre, and varies very slightly in different parts of the District. 

Collections on account of land revenue and revenue from all 
sources are given in the table on the next page, in thousands of rupees. 

The District contains only one municipality, Rae Bareli, and one 
town administered under Act XX of 1856. Local affairs outside of 
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these places are managed by the District board, which in 1903-4 had 
an income of i*2 lakhs, chiefly derived from local rates, and an 
expenditure of i<3 lakhs, including 1^. 61,000 spent on roads and 
buildings. 



~~ 

i8So-t« 

>890-1, 

tgoo-i. 

1903-4. 

Land revemie . 

Total re^ennc . 

11,62 

12,44 

17,18 

15.02 

2 >.05 

25.40 

23,18 


The District Superintendent of police has under him a force of 
3 inspectors, 76 subordinate offlcers, and 304 constables, posted in 
13 police stations, besides 41 municipal and town police, and 2,159 
rural and road police. The District jail contained a daily average 
of 448 prisoners in 1903. 

The people of Rae BarelJ are moderately well educated compared 
with their neighbours, and 3.2 per cent. (6*2 males and 0*2 females) 
could read and ivrite in 1901. Public schools increased in number 
from 126 in 1880-1 to 166 in 1900-1, and the pupils from 5,170 to 
7,418. In 1903-4 there were 196 such schools with 8,886 pupils, 
including 70 girls, and 35 primte schools with 464 pupils. Only 1,000 
pupils had advanced beyond the primary stage. Three schools are 
managed by Government and 111 by the District and municipal 
boards. The total expenditure on education was Rs. 43,000, of 
which nearly Rs. 32,000 was provided by Local funds and Rs. 7,000 
from fees. 

There are eleven hospitals and dispensaries, with accommodation 
for 70 in-patients. In 1903 the number of cases treated was 61,000, 
including 878 in-patients, and 2,600 operations were performed. 
The expenditure in the same year amounted to Rs. 14,000, chiefly 
met from Local funds. 

About 36,000 persons were successfully vaccinated in 1903-4, giving 
a proportion of 35 per 1,000 of population. Vaccination is compulsory 
only in the municipality of Rae Bareli. 

[W. C. Benett, Clam of tJu Roy Bareilly District ; S. H. Fremantle, 
Settlement Report (1898); H. R. Nevill, District Gazetteer (1904).} 

Rae Bareli Tahsll. — Head-quarters tahsil of Rae Bareli District, 
United Provinces, conterminous unth the pargana of the same name, 
lying between 26® 4' and 26° 26' N. and 81® and 81® 25' E., with an 
area of 371 square miles. Population increased from 221,875 
to 223>So5 ™ 1901- There are 353 villages, but only one town, Rae 
Bareli ^^population, 15,880), the District and tahsll head-quarters. 
The demand for land revenue in 1903-4 was Rs. 3,24,000, and for 
cessM B^. 52,000. This is the most densely populated talml in 
the Distact, supporting 602 persons per square mile. It lies on both 
sides of the Sai, which flows in a tortuous channel, generally from 
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north-west to south-east, and receives numerous small streams. The 
centre is composed of a light soil, which, when well manured and 
watered, is exceedingly fertile. In the north and south a heavier clay 
is found, producing chiefly rice. In 1903-4 the area under cultivation 
was 216 square miles, of which 94 were irrigated. Wells supply three- 
fourths of the irrigated area, and tanks or jhils most of the remainder. 

Rae Bareli Town. — Head-quarters of the District and iakstl of 
the same name in the. United Provinces, situated in 26“ 14' N. and 
8x® 14' E., on the banks of the Sai, on the Oudh and Rohilkhand 
Railway, and on metalled roads to Lucknow, Fatehpur, and Sultanpur. 
Population (1901), 15,880. The town consists of two portions, Rae 
Bareli proper, and a suburb called JahanabSd. The name Bareli is, 
according to some accounts, derived from the Bhars, who are said 
to have founded it. Ibrahim Shah of Jaunpur conquered Rae Bareli 
early in the fifteenth century and handed it over to Shaikhs and 
Saiyids. Husain Shah changed the name of the place to Husainabad, 
but the alteration was never popular. Ibrahim Shah added greatly 
to the strength of the fort, using the materials of older buildings which 
were ready to hand. A story relates that when the fort was building 
all that was erected during the day fell down in the course of the 
ensuing night. In his perplexity the king had resort to a holy man 
of Jaunpur, Makhdflm Saiyid Jafari, who walked over the ground, after 
which no interruption occurred in the work. The saint’s tomb stands 
beside the gate of the fort. Ibrahim also built the Jama Masjid ; and 
a second great mosque was erected by Jahan Khan, the founder of 
Jahanabad, in the reign of Shah Jahan. Jah5n Khan’s palace and 
tomb still adorn the suburb named after him. A handsome bridge, 
which crosses the Sai, was built by public subscription soon after 
annexation. Besides the usual Government courts and buildings, the 
town contains male and female hospitals and a sarai. Rae Bareli has 
been a municipality since 1867. During the ten years ending 1901 
the income and expenditure averaged Rs. 26,000 and Rs. 25,000, 
respectively. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 32,000, derived chiefly 
from octroi (Rs. 18,000) and market dues and rents (Rs. 7,000) j and 
the expenditure was also Rs. 32,000. The town is the chief com- 
mercial centre in the District, and its trade has increased considerably 
since the opening of the railway in 1893. Two large markets, called 
Capperganj and BailHeganj, after former Deputy-Commissioners, absorb 
much of the trade, the latter being a bonded warehouse within octroi 
limits. Cotton cloth is woven to some c.\tent, and muslins of good 
quality are also produced. Two secondary schools, six primary schools, 
and a small Sanskrit patJishala are attended by more than 500 pupils. 

Raekot. — Town in the Jagraon tahiil of Ludhiana District, Punjab. 
See Raikot. 
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Rgewind. — Junction on the North-Western Railway in the District 
and talall of Lahore, Punjab. See Raiwind. 

Raghugarh (Raghogarh ). — Mediatized chiefship of the Central 
India Agency, under the Resident at Gwalior. The Stale lies behveen 
24° 6' and 24° 34' N. and 77° 7' and 77“ 25' E., about 17 miles south- 
west of Guna, in the Khichiwara district of Malwa. It takes its name 
from the fort of Raghugarh, founded by Lai Singh Klncht in 1677, and 
called after a statue of Vishnu alleged to have been dug up on the 
spot. It has an area of about 112 square miles, between the Khlchi 
estates of Dharnaoda on the north and Givrha on the south, and the 
Sironj and Chhabra parganas of Tonk State on the cast and west. 
The territory is situated in the Deccan trap area and is much cut up 
by small hills, but the soil in the valleys is very fertile and bears 
excellent crops of all the ordinary grains, and of poppy. The PSrbati 
river, which flows along the western border, gives a perennial supply of 
water. The flora and fauna are the same as elsew-bcre in Malwa. 
The climate is temperate, and the annual rainfall averages about 
30 inches. 

Though this Stale is now a small one, considerable interest attaches 
to its chief as the recognized head of the Khichl Chauhans, once 
a powerful branch of the great clan to which the famous Prithwl Raj, 
the last Hindu ruler of Delhi, belonged. The branch is represented 
in Central India by the chiefs of RSghugarh, Dharnaoda, Maksudan- 
GARH, Khilchipur, and Garha. The Khtchl section of the clan 
is descended from Aje Rao, second son of Manik Rai of SSmbhar. 
The Khichls appear to have settled first in the Sind-Sagar doal> in the 
Punjab, migrating south after the defeat of Prilhul Raj by Muizz-ud- 
dln in 1192. They then settled at Gagraun, now in the Jhalawar 
State, In 1203 Deo Singh of Gagraun received a grant of land from 
the Delhi emperor, which was axtended by further grants to his 
successors, so that by the seventeenth century the Khich! domains 
comprised most of the country between Guna, Sarangpur, Shujalpur, 
and BhTlsa, the tract receiving the name of -Khichiwara or ‘the land 
of the Khichls.’ In 1697 Gagraun was taken from them by Bhim 
Singh of Kotah, and Bajranggarh became their stronghold, the palace 
and fort of Raghugarh being built seven years later. The fortunes 
of the Raghugarh chiefs began to wane about 1780, when they were 
harassed by MahadajI Sindhia, who imprisoned Raja Balwant Singh 
and his son Jai Singh. The feud thus commenced lasted till 1818, 
being carried on principally by a Khtchl Thakur, Sher Singb, who 
systematically devastated the Khichl territory so as to render it value- 
less to 'Sindhia. In i8r6 Sindhia’s general, Jean Baptiste Pilose, 
granted the district of Maksudangarh, till then a part of this State, 
to Beri Sal, a member of the same family, whose descendants still 
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hold it. On the death of Jai Singh in i8iS disputes arose as to 
the Raghugarh succession, which were settled by the intervention of 
the British authorities, who mediated an agreement between Sindhia 
and the Raghugarh chief, by which he received the fort and town 
of Raghugarh and land in the vicinity, supposed then to be worth 
1*4 lakhs yearly, with the protriso that any revenue derived from these 
lands exceeding Rs. SSjOoo should be paid over to the Gwalior Darbar, 
who on its side was to make good any deficiency. The State was 
never able to make up the stipulated sum ; and in 1828 the Gwalior 
Darbar ceased its payments on the ground that the Slate could, if 
under proper management, produce the required minimum. Disputes 
in the family complicated matters still further; and in 1843, with the 
consent and mediation of the British Government, it was arranged that 
the original agreement should be replaced by separate agreements with 
the principal members of the family. In accordance with this, Bijai 
Singh received 52 villages forming tlie Garha estate, and Chliatar Sal 
32 villages forming the ihakurat of Dharnaoda, while Ajlt Singh 
continued at Raghugarh, holding it under the agreement of 1818. 
Ajlt Singh was succeeded by Jai Mandal Singh in 1857. Bikramajit 
Singh, who succeeded in 1900, was deposed in 1902 for maladminis- 
tration. The present chief is Bahadur Singh, w'ho was adopted by 
Bikramajrt Singh from a collateral branch and is still a minor, having 
been born in 1891. He bears the hereditary title of Raja. 

The population has been: (1881) 16,920, (1891) 18,123, and (1901) 
19,446. Hindus number 13,968, or 72 per cent. ; and Animists, 
4,080, or 21 per cent., mostly Saharias. The population has increased 
by 7 per cent, during the last decade, and the density is 173 persons 
per square mile. The language commonly spoken is the Rangri 
dialect of Rajasthani. Only 1*5 per cent, of the inhabitants are 
literate. The population is almost entirely supported by agriculture. 
Of the total area, 42 square miles, or 37 per cent., are under cultivation, 
of which 3 square miles are irrigable. About 23 square miles arc 
cultivable but not cultivated. Of the cropped area 2 square miles are 
under poppy, the rest being sown with cereals and other crops. The 
total revenue is about Rs. 52,000, of which Rs. 37,000 is derived from 
the land, Till forty years ago the State had its own silver coinage, 
but the British rupee is now current. The chief being a minor, the 
State is at present managed by a superintendent under the direct 
supervirion of the Resident at Gwalior. 

The capital, Raghugarh, is situated in 24® 27' N. and 77® 12' E. 
Population (1901), 3,866. The chief feature of the place is the old 
palace-fort, which stands on a low hill about 1,800 feet above the level 
of the sea. Round it lie the remains of the city wall, which formerly 
enclosed a circuit of about 4 miles, within which the ruins of the 
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old town can still be seen, the modern town lying outside it. It has 
a school, a hospital, and a post office. 

[R. Burn, ‘The Bajranggarh Mint and Coins,’ Journal, Asiatic 
Society of Bengal, 1S97, iKirt i.] 

Raghunathpur. — Tl'own in the head-quarters subdivision of Man* 
bhilm District, Bengal, situated in 23“ 31" N. and 86® 40' E. Population 
(1901), 4,171. Raghunathpur was constituted a municipality in 1888. 
The income during the decade ending 1903-4 averaged Rs. 2,900, 
and the expenditure Rs. 2,450. In 1903-4 the income and expendi- 
ture were Rs. 3,000, the chief source of income being a tax on persons 
(or property tax). Raghunathpur is a centre of the tasar silk industry. 

Ragliurajaagar (or Satna ). — Tahsil of the Rewah State, Central 
India, lying between 24® 4' and 25® o' N. and 80® 48' and 8r® 18' E., 
with an area of 977 square miles. It is situated wholly on the alluvial 
plateau north of the Kaimur range, and is watered by the Tons and its 
tributaries. Population fell from 154,705 in 1891 to 144,312 in 1901, 
the density being 148 persons per square mile. The tahsil contains 
487 villages and one town, Satna (population, 7,471), the head-quarters. 
The land revenue is 2-5 lakhs. 

Rahimatpur. — ^Town in the Koregaon taluka of S-itara District, 
Bombay, situated in 17° 36' N. and 74® 12' E., miles south-east of 
S^tSra town, on the Southern Mahratta Railway. Population (1901), 
6 , 735 " A weekly market is held on Thursday and Friday. Rahimat* 
pur is a large trading centre. Bombay and English piece-goods, twist 
and silk, salt, coco-nuts, dates, and spices are imported ; raw sugar, 
turmeric, earth-nuts, and coriander seed are e.\-ported. The chief 
objects of interest arc a mosque and a mausoleum. The mausoleum 
seems to have been built in honour of Randullah Khan, a distinguished 
officer who flourished in the reign of the seventh Bijapur Sultan, Muham- 
mad (1626-56). About a hundred yards south-east of the mosque is 
an elephant water-lift— a tower about 50 feet high, with an inclined 
plane on the west, which supplied power for the mosque fountain. The 
municipality was established in 1853. During the ten years ending 
1901 the income averaged Rs. 3,700. In 1903-4 the income was 
Rs. 3,100. The town contains a Sub-Judge’s court and a dispensary. 

Rahman Garb. — Conspicuous hill-fort, 4,227 feet high, in the 
middle of Kolar District, Mysore, situated in 13° 21' N. and 78® 1' E. 
A large boulder on the western side is covered with belts of a brown 
colour, and from a crevice in the side a liquid resembling blood is said 
to issue at the beginning of the hot season, which kites and crows 
eagerly devour. The place surrendered to the British in 1791. 

Rahon. — ^Totvn in the Nawashahr tahal of Jullundur District, 
Punjab, situated in 31® 4' N. and 76® 8' E. Population (1901), 8,651. 
It is said to have been founded before the Christian era by one Raja 
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Raghab, who gave it the name of RaghQpur, which is still used by 
Hindu scholars. It was captured by the Ghorewaha Rajputs in the 
time of Muhammad of Ghor, whose leader renamed it Rahon after 
a lady called Raho. It is still considered unlucky to use the name 
Rahon before breakfast ; till then it is called Zanana Shahr or * woman 
town.’ It was seized by the Sikh chief Tara Singh, Ghaiba, in 1759, 
and annexed on his death by Ranjit Singh. The principal manufactures 
are imitation gold and silver braid and cotton cloth, and there is 
a considerable trade in sugar. The municipality was created in 1867. 
The income and expenditure during the ten years ending 1902-3 
averaged Rs. 11,200. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 10,500, chiefly 
from octroi; and the expenditure was Rs. 10,700. The town possesses 
an Anglo-vernacular middle school, maintained by the municipality, 
and a Government dispensary. 

Rahuri TSluka. — Central ialuka of Ahmadnagar District, Bom- 
bay, lying between 19“ 15' and 19® 37' N. and 74“ 23' and 74® 51’’ E., 
with an area of 501 square miles. It contains one town, Vambori 
(population, 6,191), and 112 villages, including Rahuri (5,681), 
its head-quarters. The population in 1901 was 83,494, compared 
with 64,862 in 1891. The increase w'as due to the large num- 
bers (19,000) 'employed in 1901 upon relief works opened during 
famine. Thisraised the density to 167 persons per square mile, which 
is, with the exception of Ahmadnagar ialuka^ the highest in the District. 
The demand for land revenue in 1903-4 w'as i*8 lakhs, and for cesses 
Rs. 12,000. Rahuri forms part of an extensive plain country drained 
by the rivers Mula and Pravara, tributaries of the Godavari. The 
south-eastern boundary is a. well-marked range of hills dividing Rahuri 
from the more elevated tahika of Ahmadnagar, which forms the water- 
shed betw'een the Godavari and the Bhima. The highest point, the 
hill of Gorakhnath, has an elevation of 2,982 feet above sea-level, or 
about 1,200 feet above the level of Rahuri. T.he tahika is scantily 
w’ooded, and, w'ith the exception of a few mango and tamarind groves 
on the banks of rivers near villages, is entirely bare of trees. 1 he 
prevailing soil is a deep black, requiring much rain to enable it to yield 
good crops. Towards the hills and on the ridges belw’cen the rivers, 
the soils being lighter and more friable are better adapted for the early 
crops. Four miles of the Ojhar canal and 1 7 miles of the Lakh canal 
traverse the tahika. Early and late crops are grown in about equal 
proportions : the early crops chiefly in the hill villages, and the late 
crops in the plains. The Dhond-Manmad chord railw’ay traverses the 
tahika from north to south. 


Rahuri Village.— Head-quarters of the tahika of the same name 
in Ahmadnagar District, Bombay, situated in i9®23'N. and 74 39 
on the north bank of the Mula river, 25 miles north of Ahmadnagar 
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town, and 3 miles from a station on the Dhond-ManinSd chord 
railway. Population (1901), s,68x, including Khurd RShuri (203). 
Marwari traders are numerous in the town, which contains a Sub- 
Judge’s court and a dispensary. 

Raihag. — ^^^illage in Kolhapur Stale, Bombay. See Raydag. 

Raichur District*.— District in the Gulbarga Division of Hydera- 
bad State, adjoining Mahbobnagar and Gulbarga, which bound it east 
and north, and the Madras Districts of Bcllary and Kurnool in the 


south, from which it is sepantted by the river 'lungabhadra. Before 
the extensive changes made in 1905, referred to below, it lay between 
15® 50^ and r6® 54' N. and 76® 50' and 78® 15' E., and had an area 
of 3,604 square miles, khaka lands covering 3,319 stiuare miles and 
the rest being samasihms and jSgirs. A range of hills traverses the 
Yadgir taluk from west to east for a length of 20 miles, and enters 
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the Scram and Kodangal taluks of Gulbarga District 
in the north-east. There are three other ranges, 
one extending from the north-west of RaichQr 


towards Vergara for 15 miles, another in the Raichur and Manvi taluks 


10 miles long, and the third 19 miles long in the south of the District 
in the Raichur and Alampur taluks. These really form a single range, 
extending for nearly 60 miles from the north-west of Raichfir to Alam- 


pur, with two breaks. The gcncml slope of the country is from the 
north-west towards the south-east. 


The most important river is the Kislna, which enters the Dcodrug 
taluk and flows for a distance of 130 miles in a south-easterly direction. 
The Tungabhadra forms the southern boundar)* up to the point of its 
confluence with the Kistna in the Alampur tfJluk. The Bhima enters 
the Yadgir taluk, and falls into the Kistna 16 miles north of Raichur. 


The District is occupied principally by Archaean gneiss, including, 
near its western boundary, some bands of cr)’stallinc schists known as 
the Dharwar series, which contain auriferous quartz veins. At the 
extreme east, the triangular area above the confluence of the Kistna 


and Tungabhadra is occupied by rock.s of the Kurnool series. The 
DharwJrs and the Kurnools are fully described in the publications of 
the Geological Suni’ey of India, the former by R. B. Foote {Records, 
vols. xxi, part ii, and xxii, part i), the latter by AV. King {Memoirs, 
vol. viii, part i). 


The most mportant trees are teak, ebony, lujdsdl {PUroearpits Mar- 
supium), nallamadds {TerminaKa tomentosd), eppa {Ilardwiekia binatd), 
tarvar {Cassia auriadaia), mango, tamarind, film, and species of Ficus. 

. Iso large game is found, owing to the absence of forests; but in the 
tils leopards, bears, hyenas, and wolves are met with occasionally. 


* This article, except where otherwise stated, describes the District as it stood before 
the changes made in 1905. 
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Among game-birds, partridge and quail, and near the tanks and on 
the rivers wild duck, teal, and other water-fowl, may be seen. 

The District is generally healthy from October to the end of May, 
but during the rains ague and fever prevail. The parts bordering the 
rivers are damp. The temperature in May rises to i ii®, but the nights 
are cool, and in December it falls to 70® F. The annual rainfall during 
the twenty-one years ending 1901 averaged 25*37 inches. 

Before the Muhammadan conquest, Raich-Qr was part of the Warangal 
kingdom, and it became subject to Vijayanagar when that power was 
established early in the fourteenth century. After 
Muhammad bin Tughlak’s death, it fell to the Bah- »story. 
manis, then to the Adil Shahis of Bijapur. After the conquest of 
Bijapur by Aurangzeb, it was united to Delhi, but was separated from 
the empire on the foundation of the Hyderabad State. Under the 
treaty of 1853 it was assigned to the British, but was restored to the 
Nizam in i860. 

The principal antiquities are found in or near the fort of Raichtir, 
which is said to have been built by Gore Gangaya Ruddivaru, the 
minister of the Raja of Warangal between 1294 and 1301. The 
District also contains the old forts of Deodrug, Yadgir, Alampur, 
and Malliabad, besides numerous temples and mosques. 

The number of towns and villages in the District, including ja^rs 
and two large sainasiMm^ is 899. The population at the last three 
enumerations was : (1881)398,782,(1891)512,455, 
and (1901) 509,249. The chief to^vns are now ‘^**°”* 

Raiciiur, Gadwal, Koppal, Mudgal, Deodrug, ICallur, and Manvi. 
Hindus form 90 per cent, of the total population; 51 per cent, of the 
people speak Telugu, 37 per cent. Kanarese, and 9 per cent. Urdii. 
The following table shows the chief statistics of population in 1901 : — 




Alampur 
Yergara . 
Manvi . 
Deoclntg 
Jaglrs , &c. 


559 » *37 

514 I 


6 893 509,249 141 - 


I 

• In 1905 Yergara was divided between the adjoining faMs of Manvi, 
RaichQr, and Deodrug, and Yadgir was transferred to Gulbarga District. 
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On the other hand, Lingsugur, Gangawati, Kushtagi, and Sindhnfir 
were added to Raichur from the broken-up Lingsugur District. In its 
present form the District comprises eight ialuks — Raichur, Lingsugur, 
Manvi, Alampur, Deodrug, Gangawati, Kushtagi, and Sindhnur— besides 
the samastMns of Gadwal and Amarchinta, and the two jaftr taluks 
of Koppal and Yelbarga belonging to the Salar Jang family. 

The most numerous caste in the District is that of the cultivating 
Kapus, numbering 72,900, of whom 53.300 are Lingayats. Almost 
equal to them are the hunting Bedars, numbering 72,600. The 
number of persons supported by agriculture is 56 per cent, of the total. 
Of the 276 Christians in 1901, 237 were natives. 

Rdchur is situated in the mctamorphic and trap regions, and its 
soils are composed of re^ar, Masak, snthca, and reddish soils. The 

Agriculture lateritic soil is much prized, and so arc 

also the r^gar and t/iihva, but the f/mak is a verj' 
poor soil and needs water and heavy manuring. Regar predominates 
in the Raichflr, Manvi, and Deodrug taluks^ where rabi crops are exten- 
sively raised, while reddish and milwa soils are used for kJiafif crops. 
In the reddish and mil'iiia soils a moderate fall of 12 to 15 inches of rain 
is sufficient to mature the crop, while regar needs 25 to 30 inches. 

The tenure of land is mainly ryotwarl In 1901, 1,670 square miles 
were cultivated, out of a total area of 2,319 square miles olkhaha land. 
The remainder included 127 square miles of cultivable waste and 
fallows, 120 of forest, and 402 not available for cultivation. Only 
36 square miles were irrigated. 

The staple food-crops are jowar and bajra, produced from 781 and 
141 square miles of land respectively, or 47 and 8 per cent, of the net 
area cropped. Cotton was grown on 285 square miles, distributed over 
all the taluks, while rice and oilseeds covered 33 and 77 square miles. 

Since the settlement in 1891, the value of land has increased, and 
almost the whole of the available area has been taken up, and little 
extension is now possible. No steps have been taken to improve 
cultivation by the introduction of nevv varieties of seed or better agri- 
cultural implements. 

The cattle are of the ordinary kind, but are strong and well suited 
for deep ploughing. There is no special breed of ponies, sheep, or 
goats. In the town of Raichur, a weekly bazar is held, where cattle, 
ponies, and sheep are sold. At the annual fair at Gadwal, a large 
trade is done in cattle. The District contains numerous grazing areas. 

The total irrigated area is only about 36 square miles, which is 
supplied by 234 tanks and 4,804 wells, all in good repair. In the 
Yergwa taluk, a channel 9 miles long from the Tungabhadra river 
applies most of the tanks. Estimates amounting to Rs. 60,000 for 
improving this channel are awaiting sanction, and, when completed, it 



TRADE AND COMMUNICATIONS 


41 


will irrigate a very large extent of land. The largest tank is at Kanj- 
palli, 2 miles from Yergara, the dam of which is 2 miles long and about 
40 feet high. 

A small ‘reserved' forest, 70 square miles in area, is situated in the 
Yadgfr ia/i/k, and about 50 square miles arc covered with protected 
and unprotected forests, making a total of 120 square miles. Teak, 
ebony, rosewood, bijasal {Ptcrocarpiis Marsiipium\ nallamaddi (Ter- 
minaJia fomenfosa), eppa {HardwicMa bhafa), sandal-wood, scndra 
{Acacia Cafec/iu), and bamboos arc found in the ‘ reserved ' trad. 

The most important mineral is the auriferous quartz, found in the 
Manvi and Deodrug id/uh, near the villages of Topaldodi and Wan- 
, dalH, which was worked by the Deccan Mining Company. Operations 
have recently diminished at Wandalli and altogether stopped at Topal- 
dodi. .Laminated limestone like the Shahabad stone is also found in 
Yadgir, and talc in the Deodrug fditik. 

There is no important hand industrj' in the District. Coarse cotton 
d/io/Is and satis are woven everpvhere. In the Alampur id/t/b shatran- 
jls and printed floorcloths arc manufactured, while in 
the Yadgir taluk printed screens and tablecloths and 
furniture and wooden toys are made. Raichfir towni 
is noted for its gilt and coloured soft native slippers, which are 
exported far and wide, and also for its fancy earthen goblets and 
drinking vessels. 

Four cotton-presses, three at Raiclnlr and one at Yadgir, employed 
275 hands, and pressed 7,420 tons of cotton in 1901, and an oil and 
another ginning and pressing factory arc under construction. A tannery 
at Raichfir turns out 500 skins per day, and employs 60 persons. The 
skins and hides are sent to Bombay, Madras, and Cawnpore. Nitre 
and salt are prepared in small quantities by lixiviating saline earth ; 
the salt is bitter and is used in making pickles. There is also a 
distillery at Raichfir. 

The principal exports consist of jowdr and other food-grains, lin- 
seed, castor-seed, sesamum, leather and hides, bones and horns, 
iaroar bark, and cotton. The chief imports arc salt and salted fish, 
opium, coco-nuts, refined sugar, kerosene oil, sulphur, camphor, spices, 
mill-made cloth, yarn, raw silk, and silk and woollen stuffs. 

Raichfir tonm is a centre of commerce, and since the opening of 
the railway in 1871 it has grown in importance and supports a large 
commercial population. The trading castes consist of Baljawars, Lin- 
gayat Komatis, and Marwaris, who also do a large banking business. 

The town of Raichfir is the junction of the Great Indian Peninsula 
and the Madras Railways, which cross the District from north to south 
for 62 miles, having seven railway stations in the District, besides 
Raichfir. 
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There are altogether 182 miles of roads, of which 84 miles are 
gravelled, and are maintained by the Public Works department, the 
others being ordinary fair-weather roads. The latter lead from RaichCir 
town to Alampur (60 miles), to Deodrug (34), and to Manvi (24). The 
metalled roads arc the Deosugfir road (13), Raichiir to Wandalli gold- 
mines (43), the Vergara road (ro), and the Raichiir-Lingsugflr road 
(18 miles). Most of these roads now setwe as railway feeders. There 
arc 32 fords and ferries on the Kistna, the Tungabhadra, and the 
Bhima, at some of which boats are kept, while at others coracles are 
used for carrying people and goods across. 

From old records it appears that this District was the scene of much 
distress during 1804, 1819, 1833, 1846, 1856, and 1877-8. The effects 
. of the famine of 1846 were felt beyond the borders; 
amine. severest disaster was that of 1S77-S, which 

devastated many villages and caused immense distress both in RaichQr 
and in the surrounding Districts of the Hyderabad St.atc and of the 
Bombay and Madras Presidencies. The kltarif and rain crops failed 
during these two years and grain could not be obtained. As an indici- 
tion of distress, it is reported that gold .sold at Rs. 6 or Rs. 7 per tola, 
i. e. at one-fourth its usual price, and many people sold their children. 
* The State spent large sums of money on relief works and poor- 
houses to alleviate the distress; but notwithstanding thi.s, many perished, 
and numerous villages were depopulated, while cattle died by thou- 
sands for want of fodder and water. In 1897 some distress prevailed, 
but timely rain in June relieved the pressure by cheapening the food- 
grains. 

The District is divided into three subdivisions : one comprising the 
ialuks of Lingsugur, Gangawati, and Kushtagi, under a Second Taluk- 
. dar ; the second, comprising the taluks of Sindh- 

inistra on. Deodrug, and Manvi, under a Third Talukdiir ; 
and the third, comprising Raichur and Alampur, under another Third 
Talukdar. The First Talukdar e.vercises a general supen'ision over 
the work of his subordinates. Each taluk is under a tahslldar. 

The District civil court is presided over by the Nazim-i-DVmnu or 
the District .Civil Judge, and the faltslldars sit as subordinate civil 
- courts. The Nazm-i-Dhvdm is a joint-magistrate, exercising his magis- 
terial powers during the absence of the First Talukdar from head- 
quarters. The Second and Third Talukdars and the tahsJldars exercise 
second and third-class magisterial powers. Serious crime is not heavy 
in ordinary years, but cattle-thefts and dacoities fluctuate according to 
the degree of severity of the season. 


The revenue system of Malik Ambar appears to have been adopted 
in the beginning of the seventeenth century. Subsequently villages 
were let on contract, after fixing the revenue according to the nature 
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of the lands, and the contractors received annas per rupee as com- 
mission. The ryotivari system, with cash payments, was introduced 
in. 1866. In 1888 the Deodrug and Manvi iMuks were surveyed and 
settled for fourteen years; and the remaining taiuks were settled in 
1891, also for the same period. From the survey it was found that 
the cultivated area had increased by 271 square miles, or 19-6 per 
cent., and the enhancement of revenue was Rs, 53,821, or 5*6 per cent. 
The average assessment on ‘dry’ land is R. 0-12 (maximum Rs. 3, 
minimum R. 0-2), and on 'wet* land Rs. 5 (maximum Rs. 12, mini- 
mum Rs. 2). 

The land revenue and the total revenue of the District are given 
below, in thousands of rupees : — 



1881. 

iSgi. 

tgoi. 

1903. 

Land revenue . 

Total revenue . . 

Ji, 5 » 

15,01 

12,23 

11,60 

19,82 

11,94 

22,62 


Owing to changes of area made in 1905, the land revenue demand is 
now about 18-4 lakhs. 

The District board, in addition to its own work, manages the RaichOr 
municipality and also supervises the working of the tahik boards, which 
have been formed in every taluk except RaichQr. Of the total cess, 
five-twelfths are set apart for local and municipal works, yielding 
Rs. 25,000 in 1901. In addition, a sum of Rs. 33,000 was contributed 
from other miscellaneous sources to meet the expenditure in that year, 
which was Rs. 58,000. 

The First Talukdar is the head of the police, with a Superintendent 
{Mokiamim) as his executive deputy. Under the latter are 7 inspectors, 
53 subordinate officers, 398 constables, and 25 mounted police, distri- 
buted among 25 i/iams and an equal number of outposts. Besides 
the regular police, there are 1,696 rural policemen. The District jail 
is at RaichQr, and lock-ups are maintained in the five outlying taluks. 
The District jail can accommodate only 100 convicts, but prisoners 
whose terms exceed six months are transferred to the Central jail at 
Gulbarga. 

In 1901 the proportion of persons in the District able to read and 
write was 2*1 per cent. (4*1 males and o>r5 females). The total num- 
ber of pupils under instruction in 1881, 1891, 1901, and 1903 was 269, 
^j 2 SS> 2,771, and 2,679 respectively. In 1903 there were 31 primary 
and 2 middle schools, and the number of girls under instruction \vas 
94. The amount expended on education was Rs. 16,600, of which the 
State contributed Rs. 10,700 and the remainder was met by the local 
boards. About 53 per cent, of the total was devoted to primary schools. 
The total fee receipts amounted to Rs. 1,119. 
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The District has 5 dispensaries, with accommodation for 14 in- 
patients. The total number of cases treated during 1901 was 30,535 
out-patients and 124 in-patients, and 1,153 operations were performed. 
The e.xpenditure was Rs. 14,800, of which Rs. 13,500 was paid by 
the State and the balance from Local funds. There are two dispen- 
saries in the two samastMns of Gadwal and Amarchinta on the model 
of the State dispensaries. 

During 1901 five vaccinators were engaged in the work of vaccina- 
tion, and 3,096 persons were successfully vaccinated, or 6-08 per 1,000 
of the population. 

Raichur Taluk . — Taluk in RaichOr District, Hyderabad State. 
The area in 1901 was 526 square miles, including and the popu- 
lation was 94,695, compared with 89,782 in 1891. It had one town, 
Raichur (population, 22,165), tbe head-quarters of the District and 
taluk ; and 128 villages, of which 18 were ja^r. In 1905 the taluk was 
enlarged by the addition of part of Yergara. The Kistna river separates 
it from Mahbflbnagar District in the north. The land revenue in 1901 
was 2-6 lakhs. The soils are chiefly allmdal, regar^ and sandy. The 
two samasthans of Gadwal and Amarchinta lie to the east and north- 
east of this taluk, with populations of 96,491 and 34,147, areas of about 
864 and 190 square miles, and 214 and 68 villages respectively. The 
former contains one town, Gadwal (population, 10,195). 

Raichtir Town. — Head-quarters of the District and taluk of the 
same name in Hyderabad State, situated in 16® 12' N. and 77° 21' E. 
Population (1901), 22,165, of whom 16,249 Hindus, 5,664 Musal- 
mans, and r86 Christians. According to an inscription in the fort on 
a huge stone 42 by 3 feet, it was built by Gore Gangaya Ruddivaru 
in 1294. The country round Raichur was the battle-ground of the 
ancient Hindu and Jain dynasties, as well as of the Musalman and 
Hindu kingdoms of Gulbarga and Vijayanagar. After the decline 
of the Bahmani power towards the close of the fifteenth century, it 
formed part of the Bijapur kingdom. Upon the subjugation of Bijapur 
and Golconda by Aurangzeb, Raichur was garrisoned by the Mughals. 
A short distance from the west gate of the fortress are the remains of 
a strongly built palace, now utilized as a jail. The town is the junction 
of the Madras and the Great Indian Peninsula Railways, 351 miles 
from Madras and 444 miles from Bombay. The fortifications form 
a square of large stones 12 feet long by 3 feet thick, laid on one 
another without any cementing material. They consist of two walls, 
an inner and an outer, and are surrounded on three sides by a deep 
ditch, while on the fourth or southern side there is a hill. The outer 
fortifications and the gateways were constructed by Ibrahim Adil Shah 
^out 1549. The inner fort has two gateways and the outer three. 

utside the eastern gate is an old mosque having a single minaret 
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So yards high and lo yards in circumference, with a winding staircase, 
which was built in 1503 during the reign of Mahmud Shah Bahmani. 
A good view of the surrounding country is obtained from the top of 
this minaret. The Jama Masjid in the town was built in i6r8. The 
fort also contains an old gun over 20 feet long. Raichur has three 
cotton-presses, a tannery, and a distillery, and is a rising commercial 
centre. 

Raidrug . — Taluk and town in Bellary District, Madras. See Ra.ya- 

DRUG. 

Raiganj. — Village in the head-quarters subdivision of Dinajpur 
District, Eastern Bengal and Assam, situated in 25® 37' N. and 88® 
g' E.j on the Kulik river. Population (igor), 901. Raiganj is an 
important trade centre, exporting a large quantity of jute. 

Raigarh State. — Feudatory State in the Central Provinces, lying 
between 21® 42' and 22° 33' N. and 82® 57' and 83° 48' E., with an 
area of 1,486 square miles. Biiaspur and Sambalpur Districts enclose 
it on the w'est and east, while the northern portion of the State projects 
into the territories of Chota Nagpur. Along the southern border flows 
the Mahanadi river. The head-quarters, Raigarh town, is a station 
on the Bengal-N3gpur Railway. The northern half of the State running 
up to the Chota Nagpur plateau consists mainly of forest-clad hills. 
The Chauwardhal range runs from tvest to east across its centre, and 
south of this lie the open plains of Raigarh and Bargarh divided by 
the Mand, a tributary of the Mahanadi. The Kelo, another affluent, 
passes the town of Raigarh. The ruling family are Raj Gonds, who 
say they came originally from Wairagarh in Chanda, and obtained 
some villages and settled in this locality about the beginning of the 
eighteenth century. Jujhar Singh, the fifth Raja, concluded a sub- 
sidiary treaty of alliance with the East India Company about 1800, on 
the annexation by the Marathas of Sambalpur, to which Raigarh had 
hitherto been feudatory. In 1833 his son Deonath Singh crushed 
a rebellion raised by the Raja of Bargarh, and as a reward obtained 
that part of his territories which now constitutes the Bargarh pargana. 
He subsequently did good service in the Mutiny, and his son ivas made 
a Feudatory chief in 1867. The present chief, Bhup Deo Singh, was 
bom in 1869 and installed in 1894, without special restrictions as to 
the methods of his administration. He speaks English, and exercises 
a personal control over public business. The population of the State 
in 1901 was 174,929, having increased by 4 per cent, during the pre- 
vious decade. The State contains one town, Raigarh (population, 
6,764), and 721 inhabited villages. The density of population is 117 
persons per square mile. Raigarh lies on the border-line dividing 
Chhattlsgarh and the Oriya country, 80 per cent, of its residents speak- 
ing the Chhattlsgarh! dialect and 15 per cent. Oriya, Its population 
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is mainly aboriginal, Kawars numbering 30,000 and Gonds 16,000, 
Next to these, Gandas and Rawats are the most numerous castes. 

Black soil is found in small quantities towards the Bilaspur border, 
but the yellow rice land of Chhattisgarh extends over most of the 
State. About 470 square miles, or 32 per cent, of the total area, were 
occupied for cultivation in 1904, of which 375 square miles were under 
crop. About 80 per cent, of the cultivated area is under rice, and 
next to this the most important crops are pulses (28,000 acres), til 
(9,000), and kodon (8,000), The cropped area has increased by 1 1 per 
cent, since 1881. More than 1,800 tanks luivc been constructed for 
irrigation, which supply water to 7,000 acres under normal circum- 
stances. About 500 square miles, or a third of the whole area, are 
under forest. The principal timber trees arc sal {Shorca rolmsta), saj 
{Terminalia iomaitosa), and bljasal {Plerocarjitts Marsupitm). Iron 
ore and coal have been found in the State ; the former is worked by 
native methods, and agricultural implcnicnts are exported to the neigh- 
bonring tenitories. Tasar si\k c\o\b of a snpMicff qmbty is vnadB- 
at Raigarh. Among the local products may be noted cucumber seeds, 
which arc exported to a considerable extent. The main line of the 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway passes through the centre of the State, with 
stations at Raigarh, Naharpali, Khursia, and Jamgaon, Four miles 
of metalled and 212 miles of unmctallcd roads have been constructed. 
The principal routes are those from Raigarh to Sfirnngarh, Padampur, 
and Lailang.a, and from Khursia to DhabrS. 

The total revenue in 1904 was Rs. 1,50,000, of wliicli Rs. 63 , 000 
was derived from land, Rs. 34,000 from forests, and Rs. 30,000 from 
excise. A cadastral survey has been carried out, and the system of 
land revenue assessment is ba.scd on that in force in British territory. 
The revenue is settled with the headmen of villages, who arc allowed 
to retain a portion of the ‘ assets,’ but have no proprietary rights. The 
incidence of land revenue is less than 4 annas per occupied acre. 
The total expenditure in 1904 was Rs, 1,31,000, the principal items 
being Government tribute (Rs. 4,000), expenses of the ruling family 
(Rs. 34,000), administration in all departments (Rs. 55,000), and 
public works (Rs. 31,000). The tribute is liable to periodical revision. 
The expenditure on public works since 1893, under the supervision 
of the Engineer of the Chhattisgarh States division, has amounted to 
Rs. 1,36,000, including the construction of the roads already men- 
tioned, a number of tanks, various buildings for public offices and 
schools, and a residence for the chief. The educational institutions 
comprise 24 schools with 1,786 pupils, including English and vernacu- 
lar middle schools and two girls’ schools. The expenditure on education 
in 1904 was Rs. 7,800. In 1901 the number of persons returned as 
literate was 2,963, the proportion of males able to read and write 
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being 3*3 per cent. A dispensary is maintained at Raigarh town, 
at which 37,000 persons were treated in 1904. A Political Agent 
under the supervision of the Commissioner, Chhattisgarh Division, 
controls the relations of the Slate with Government. 

Raigarh Town, — Head-quarters of the Feudatory State of the 
same name, Central Provinces, situated in 21® 5.^' N. and 83® 24' E., 
on the Kclo river, and on the Uengal-Nagpur Railway, 363 miles from 
Calcutta. Population (1901), 6,764. The town contains an old fort 
built at the time of the Maratha invasions. Raigarh is a centre for 
local trade, and is increasing in importance. The principal industry 
is the manufacture of tasar silk cloth, considerable quantities of which 
are exported. Glass bangles are also made. Raigarh possesses an 
English school, a primary school, a girls’ school, and a dispensary. 

Raigarh (or ‘ The Royal Fort,* originally called Rairi, and known 
to the early European traders as ‘the Gibraltar of the East’). — Hill 
fort in the Mahad ialuka of Kolaba District, Bombay, situated 
in 18® 14' N. and 73® 27^ E., 32 miles south-west from Poona. It 
stands on the Western Ghats, and was regarded in the last century 
as one of the greatest strongholds of India. Its scarped sides and 
long top form a great wedge-shaped block, cut off from the Western 
Ghats by a deep valley about a mile broad at the base and 2 miles 
across from crest to crest. The hill-top, 2,851 feet above sea-level, 
stretches about a mile and a half from cast to west by a mile from 
north to south. On the west, south, and east, the hill-sides are so 
steep that, excepting the gateways in the west and south faces, there 
are no artificial defences. The north-west face is protected by a main 
line of masonry and two upper walls or portions of walls where the 
natural scarp is imperfect. Its size, strength, and its easy communica- 
tion with the Deccan and with the sea must from early times have 
made Raigarh an important fortress. But its time of magnificence 
as the capital of a great sovereign was from 1664 to x68o, the last 
sixteen years of Sivajl’s reign. 

In the twelfth century Rairi xvas the seat of a family of petty 
Maratha chiefs. In the fourteenth century these chiefs acknowledged 
the Vijayanagar princes as their overlords. About the middle of the 
fifteenth century, Ala-ud-din Shiih Bahmani II compelled the Rairi 
chief to pay tribute. In 1479 Rairi passed to the Nizam Shaiu Sultans 
of Ahmadnagar, and was held by them till 1636. On the final con- 
quest of Ahmadnagar, the Mughals made Rairi over to the Adil Shahi 
Sultans of Bijapur. Under the name of Lslamgarh, it was then made 
over to the Sidf of Janjira, and garrisoned by a body of Marathas. In 
1648 Rairi fell into the hands of SivajT, who in 1662, after diligent 
search, chose the hill for his capital, changing the name to Raigarh. 
The royal and public buildings are said to have numbered three 
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hundred stone houses, including palaces, mansions, offices, a mint, 
granaries, magazines, quarters for a garrison of 2,000 men, a market 
nearly a mile in length, and a number of rock-cut and masonry cis- 
terns. While the hill-top was being covered with these buildings, care 
was taken to complete its defences. In 1664 Sivaji enriched Raigarh 
with the plunder of Surat, and made it the seat of his government. 
In the same year, after the death of his father Shahjl, he assumed 
the title of Raja, and struck coins in his own name. In 1674 Sivaji 
was crowned with much .splendour as an independent prince at 
Paigarh, and died here six years afterwards in 1680. A description 
of the coronation, as reported by an English eyewitness, is given by 
Fryer. In 1690 Raigarh was taken by Aurangreb ; but having reverted 
to the MarSthas during the decay of the Muhammadan power, it was 
invested by a British force in April, 1818, and surrendered after a 
bombardment from the bill spot called Kal-kai lasting fourteen days. 
A ti'easure of 5 lakhs in coin was discovered among the ruins of 
the fort. 

Raika. — Petty State in Rewa Kantha, Bombay. 

Raikot (Raekot ). — Town in the Jagraon iahsll of Ludhiana District, 
Punjab, situated in 30° 39' N. and 75“ 36' E., 27 miles from Ludhiana 
town. Population (1901), 10,131. In the seventeenth century it was 
made the capital of the Rais of Raikot, whose palaces are still standing ; 
but it declined rapidly after their overthrow, and is now of no com- 
mercial importance. The municipality was created in 1867. The 
income during the ten years ending 1902-3 averaged Rs. 6,800, and 
the expenditure Rs. 6,500. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 7,700, 
chiefly derived from octroi ; and the expenditure was Rs. 7,400. Raikot 
possesses a vernacular high middle school maintained by the munici- 
pality, and a Government dispensary. 

Raingarb.— One of the Simla Hill States, Punjab. See Rawain. 

Raipur District b — District in the Chhattlsgarh Division of the 

^ In 1906 the constitution of Raipur District tvas entirely .’iltered by the fomiation 
of the new Drug District, in which the western portion of Raipur, with an area of 
3,444 square miles and a population of 545,235 persons, was included. This area 
comprised the whole of the Drug iaiiJl and portions of the Simga and Dhamtarl 
lahsXls. At the same time an area of 706 square miles, with a population of 99,401 
persons, was transferred to Raipur from Bilaspiir, the line of the Seonatli and Maha- 
nadi rivers becoming the boundary of the new District. The new Raipur District was 
divided into the four tahsils of Raipur, DhamtarT, Mahasamund, and Baloda 
Bazar, the old Simga /a/tr;/ being abolished, while Drug was included in the new 
District of that name. On the transfer of Sambalpnr District to Bengal, the Phuljhar 
zaminddri, with an area of 842 square miles and a population of 102,135 persons, was 
added to the Mahasamund tahsil. The area of the reconstituted Raipur District is 
9,83* square miles, and the population of that area in 1901 was 1,096,858 persons, 
compared with 1,135,019 in 1891. The decrease in population during the decade 
was per cent. The density is ii2 persons per squ.aTe mile. The District contains 
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Central Provinces, lying lielwcen 19® 50' and zi® 53' N. and St® 25' 
and 83® 3S' E., witli an area of 11,724 square miles. The District 
occupies the southern portion of the ChhattTsgarh plain, or upper basin 
of the Mahanadi, and includes also tracts of the hilly country surround- 
ing it on all sides except the north. It was the largest District in the 
Province up to 1906, but since its reconstitution it has a smaller area 
than Chanda. 

On the north-western border a narrow strip of the Satpura range 
enters the District, and after a brc.ik of open cmmtry comprised 
in the Nandgaon and Khair.igarh States the hills 
again appear on the south-west. On the south 
and west they occupy a much larger area, stretch- 
ing almost up to the Mahanadi and extending over 5,000 square miles 
of more or less broken countrj'. The greater part of the hilly tract 
is included in the three groups of estates known as the north-western, 
south-westem, and south-eastern zanundaris, the third being much 
the largest and most important. The plain country, covering an area 
roughly of 5,000 square miles, lies principally to the north-west of the 
Mahiinadi, with a few isolated tracts to the south. The Government 
forests consist practically of two large blocks in the south and east 
of the District, but extensive areas in the sawlndans are also covered 
with jungle. The hills arc generally of only moderate elevation, most 
of the peaks having an altitude of a little over 2,000 feet, while only 
a few rise above 2,500, and one pcjik between llindra-NawSgarh and 
Khariiir reaches 3,235 feet. The general slope of the plain is to the 
north-east, Nandgaon, just beyond the western border, having an 
elevation of i,on feet, and Bhatap.ira, beyond the eastern boundary 
in Bilaspur, of 888. The two main rivers arc the Mahanadi and the 
Seonath. The Mahanadi flows in a north-easterly direction for about 
125 miles in the District, its principal tributary being the Pairl, which 
joins it at Kajim. The Sondhal, which borders the Bindra-Nawagarh 
samlndari and flows iilto the Pair!, is also a stream of some importance. 
The Sconiith enters the District on the south-west, and flows north 
and east in a very tortuous cour.se for about 125 miles, until after 
a short bend into Biliispur it joins the Mahanadi on the border of the 
two Districts. The KhiirQn river, which flows by Raipur town, is 
a tributary of the Seonath. The general character of the Mahiinadl 
and the rivers in the east of the District is very diflerent from that 


three towns— Raipur, DiiamtarT, nnd Arang— nnd .1,051 !iihfthi(e <1 vtlliiges. It 
includes 11 samtiidiin estates with a totnl nrc.i of .sqiunre miles, of which 3,382 
are forest. Outside the cflwm/drw, Government foicsl covers 1,337 miles. 

The approximate land revenue dcm.*incl in 1902-3 on tlie nre.i now constituting the 
District was < 5 ‘ 8 o lakhs. The article rcfcis nlmcit throughout to Unipur District 
before its reconstitution, inntcii.'il not being arntlnble for the treatment of the new 
area. 
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of the Seonath and its tributaries. The latter generally flow over 
a rocky or gravelly bottom, and conserjuently retain water for the 
whole or the greater part of the year j while the beds of the former 
are wi^e wastes of sand, almost dry for more than half the year, and 
at no time, except during high flood, containing much water. ^ The 
open country is an undulating plain, poorly wooded, especially in the 
black-soil tracts, but thickly peopled and closely cultivated. 

The plains are occupied by Lower Vindhyan rocks, consisting of 
shales and limestones with subordinate sandstones, resting upon thick, 
often quartzitic, sandstones, which form low hillocks fringing them on 
all sides except the north. Beyond these, the bordering hills are com- 
posed of gneiss and quartzite, and of sandstone rocks intersected with 
trap dikes. The blue limestone crops out in numerous places on the 
surface, and is invariably found in the beds of the rivers. The stratum 
below the subsoil is a soft sandstone shale, covered generally by a layer 
of laterite gravel ; and in many places the shale has been converted 
into a hard, vitrified sandstone, forming an excellent building material. 

Teak occurs in the western forests of the District, but is never 
abundant. In the east and south the forest consists of sal {Sliorea 
rohitsla), but it is often of a scrubby character. With the sal are 
associated the usual species of IVoodfordia, Indigqfera, Casearia, 
Phyllatiihus, Bauhinia, Grervta, Zizypkus, Pli/eggea, and other shrubs 
and small trees. The remaining forests are of the usual Central 
Provinces type, teak being associated with saj {7'ermifialla Imen/osa), 
lendid {Lagersiroemia parviflora), karra (Cletsfan//ius collims), and 
bijdsdl {Pterocarpus Marsiipium). Babul {Acacia arabica) is very' 
common in the open country. Maliud (Bassia iaiifolia) and mango 
are plentiful in the south of the District, but not so common in the 
west and north, where in places the country is markedly bare of trees. 
The heavy climbers include Buica superba, Spatliolobus Roxburghii, 
and Milkttia auriadaia. The herbaceous vegetation, consisting of 
grasses and of species of Compositae^ Leguminosae, Acardkaceae, and 
other orders, though conspicuous during the rainy season, withers away 
in the hot weather. 

In ^proportion to their extent the forests are now only sparsely 
inhabited by game. Buffalo and bison are found in small numbers 
in the east and south-east Tigers and leopards are fairly common, 
but deer of all kinds are rare, and good heads are seldom obtained. 
Wild dogs are numerous and are very injurious to the game. 

The heat is especially great in the summer months, on account of 
the red gravel soil and the closeness of rock to the surface. Fever is 
very prevalent in the autumn, and epidemics of cholera have been 
frequent This may be attributed to the universal preference of tank 
to well water for drinking purposes. 
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The annual rainfall averages 55 inches. The supply is fairly regular, 
but its distribution is capricious. It is noticeable that certain tracts of 
the SiragS /n/wf/, which have been entirely denuded of forest, appear to 
be especially liable to a dcHcient rainfall. 

Chhatllsgarh seems to have been inhabited in the earliest times by 
Bhuiyas and other Mundii races ; if so, they were conquered and driven 
to the hills by the Gonds, by whom the first regular History 
system of government was founded. Traditions 
describe the Gond conquest of Bindra-Nawagarh, and the victories of 
their heroes over the barbarian giants. It is impossible to say when 
Raipur became part of the dominions of the ancient Haihaivansi 
dynast}’; but it appears to have been cut off from the Ratanpur 
kingdom, and separately governed by a younger branch of the reigning 
family, about the eleventh century. Raipur probably continued from 
this period to be administered as a separate principality, in subordina- 
tion to the Ratanpur kingdom, by a younger branch of the Haihaivansi 
family; but nothing is known of the separate fortunes of the Raipur 
house until shortly before the invasion of the Marathas in the eighteenth 
centur}'. In 1741 the Maratha general, Bhaskar Pant, while on his way 
to attack Bengal, took Ratanpur and annexed the kingdom ; and in 
1750 Amar Singh, the representative of the younger branch ruling in 
Raipur, was quietly ousted. Between 1750 and 18 r 8 the country was 
governed by the MarSthfls, whose administration was of the most 
oppressive kind, having the sole end of extracting the largest possible 
amount of revenue from the people. Insurrections were frequent, 
and the eastern tracts of Raipur were laid waste by the incursions of 
Binjhals from the neighbouring hills of Sonakhan. Between i8rS and 
1830 the Nagpur territories were administered by the British Resident. 
From 1830 to 1853 the District was again administered by Maratlra 
Sfibalis on the system organized by the British officers, and on the 
whole successfully. In 1853 Chhatllsgarh became British territory by 
lapse, and Bilaspur was separated from Raipur and made a separate 
District in 186 r. During the Mutiny Chhattisgarh ryas almost undis- 
turbed. The commencement of disaffection on the part of the native 
regiment stationed at Raipur was promptly quelled by the three Euro- 
pean officers, who hanged the ringleaders on parade with their own 
hands. 

Archaeological remains are numerous, showing that the early Hindu 
civilization must have extended over most of the District. Those of 
Arang, Rajim, and Sirpur are the most important. There are also 
interesting temples at Sihawa, Chipti, Dcokut, and Balod in the 
Dhamtarl falisll, at Khalari and Narayanpur in the north-east of the 
District, and at Deo Baloda and Kunwara near Raipur town. Some 
Buddhist remains have been discovered at Drug, Rajim, Sirpur, and 
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Turturia. The line of one of the most important roads of ancient 
times may be traced through this part of the country, leading from 
near Bhandak, formerly a large city, towards Ganjam and Cuttack. 

The population of the District at the last three enumerations was 
asfollows: (t88i) r,4oS,r7r; (1891) 1,584,427 1 (^ 9 °!) 440 , 556 - 

Between 1881 and 1891 the increase was 10 per cent. 

Population, malginari area, the decade being generally 

prosperous, and 24 per cent, in the znwtttdiriSf but the latter figure 
must be attributed partly to greater accuracy of enumeratiori. In the 
last decade the loss of population was 9 per cent., the District having 
been severely affected in both famines. The District contains three 
towns— Raipur, Dhamtari, and Arang— and 4,051 inhabited villages. 
Statistics of population of the reconstituted District, based on the 
Census of 1901, are shown below : — 


Ttthstl. 

Area in square 
miles. 

Number of 

Fopalation. 

Population per 
square mile. 

Pcrcentaso of 
variation in 
population be- 
tween 1891 
and igoi. 

Number of 
persons able to 
read and 
write. 

Towns. 

Villages. 

Raipur . 
Mahasamund . 
Baloda Bazar . 
Dhamtari 

District total 

1,016 

S,*84 

1,933 

3 

X 

493 

3,042 

975 

S4I 

246,514 

398.075 

264,063 

188,206 

*43 

75 

137 

118 

— 2.6 
+ 10-s 
-17.1 
- 2.5 

7.®54 

,3.831 

3 .< 5 o 3 

4.433 

9,831 

3 

4,05^ 

1,096,858 

IT2 

- 2-5 

19,121 


Nearly 88 per cent, of the population speak the Chhattisgarhi dialect 
of Eastern Hindi, 6 per cent, Oriya, 4 per cent. Hindi, and rather less 
than 6 per cent. Marathi. Only about 8,000 Gonds are returned as 
speaking their own language. The Oriya speakers live principally in 
the Khariar zatninddri adjoining Sambalpur. In 1901, 90 per cent, of 
the people were Hindus and 8 per cent. Animists. There were 
rather less than 18,000 Muhammadans, of whom 6,000 lived in towns. 
Members of the Kabirpanthi sect of Hindus numbered 162,175, 
the Satnamis 224,779 persons. The Kabirpanthis are mainly Pankas 
or Gandas who have adopted the tenets of the sect, but several other 
castes also belong to it. The main distinction of a Kabirpanthi in 
Chhattisgarh is that he abstains from meat and liquor. The Satnamis 
are practically all Chamars. 

The most important castes numerically are Chamars (245,000), form- 
ing 1 7 per cent, of the population; Gonds (216,000), 15 per cent.; and 
Ahirs or Rawats (145,000), 10 per cent. The principal landholding 
castes are Brahmans (26,000), Kurmis (66,000), Banias (5,000), Telis 
Marathas (3,000). The Brahmans are both Maratha 
and Chhattisgarhi. The former are said to have settled in Raipur 
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after the return of Clitmnaji Dhon.sla’s expedition to Cuttack, when 
they obtained grants of land for their maintenance. 

Christians number 3,499, including 3,294 natives, of whom the large 
majority belong to the Lutheran Cliurch, Tliere arc stations of the 
German Evangelical Church at Raipur and Bisrampur, of the American 
Mennonite Mission at Dhamtarl, and of tlie Methodist Episcopal 
Church at Raipur. A large number of Chamars have been converted 
by the Bisrampur mission. 

In the north-west of the malsttzan area, and round Dhamdii and 
Deorbija, lies a rich black-soil tract, which is well adapted to the 
growth of wheat and other spring crops, but owing . 
to its undulating surface docs not lend itself readily 
to embankment, and is in consequence relatively unsuitable for rice. 
In the Dhamtari, Balod, and R.ajim J>arg;onas the soil is likewise black, 
but here the country is quite flat, and is therefore all embanked. Rice 
is the chief crop, and most of the land is double cropped. To the 
east of the Mahiinadi black .soil is almost unknown, and yellow and red 
soils prevail j the surface is fairly even. Ordinarily the amount of land 
left fallow is ver)' small, consisting of the poorest soil, for which periodi- 
cal resting fallows are required. Old fallow land was almost unknown 
at the last regular settlement, though it has increased in recent years. 
Rice is manured to as large a degree as the cultivator can afford, but 
rarely any other crop. The silt from the beds of tanks is frequently 
dug up and placed on the field.s, and is of considerable advantage. 

Of the total area of the District, 50 per cent, is included in the 
zamindart estates, 20 square miles have been allotted on the ryoRvdri 
system, 106 square miles arc held wholly or partially free of revenue, 
and 4,340 acres have been sold outright under the Waste Land Rules. 
The remainder is held on the ordinary ma/giiza?’! tenure. In 19(33-4 
the classification showed 1,366 square miles of Government forest, 
549 square miles not available for cultivation, and 2,440 square miles 
of cultivable waste other than fallow *. The remaining area, amounting 
to 5,002 square miles or 62 per cent, of the total (excluding Government 
forest), Avas occupied for cultivation. Except in the zamlnddri estates, 
the area of forest land available for cultivation is small. The total 
cropped area was 4,759 square miles, of which 713 square miles were 
double cropped. Rice is the staple crop of the District, being groAvn 
on 2,022 square miles. Its cultivation is conducted almost wholly on 
the hidsi system : that is, of ploughing up the young plants when they 
are a few inches high. Kodoti occupies 985 square miles, wheat 264, 
the pulses urad^ vnnig, and moth 531, gram 97, linseed 237, and til 
157 square miles. Wheat is u.sually sown in unem banked black-soil 

’ From these statistics 2,366 squorc miles of waste land in the zaniTmtaris, which 
have not been cndastrnlly surveyed, arc excluded. 
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fields, and if the winter rains fail is frequently damaged by white ants. 
Though the area under linseed is small in comparison with the total, 
Raipur is one of the most important Districts in the Province for 
this crop. 

The practice of raising second crops in rice-fields has sprung up 
within the last forty years, double crops being grown on as much as 940 
square miles when the autumn rains are favourable. The methods 
of cultivation have hitherto been very slovenly and backward ; but 
with the rise in the prices of agricultural produce, an improvement 
is bemg manifested, and the advantages of manure and irrigation have 
begun to be appreciated. An experimental farm has been instituted 


at Raipur by the Agricultural department. During the decade ending 
1904 Rs, 47,000 was advanced under the Land Improvement I^ans 
Act and 19 lakhs under the Agriculturists* Loans Act. A considerable 
proportion of this latter sum, however, consisted of grants and loans 
to inalgtizars on special terms for the construction or improvement of 
tanks in the famine of 1900 and the scarcity of 1903. 

The cattle of the District are small and underfed, and no care is 
exercised in breeding. Animals imported from Nagpur or Bastar are, 
as far as possible, used for spring-crop cultivation. Buffaloes are kept 
only by the inalgtizars and better-class tenants. They are especially 
useful for ploughing the rice-fields when flooded, carting grain, and 
dramng timber from the forests. They are principally imported from 
the northern Districts by the caste of Basdewas. Very few ponies are 
kept, and they are scarcely bred at all. Landowners and tenants who 
have carts for agriculture use them if they have to make a journey, and 
others go on foot. Light carts with trotting bullocks from Nagpur have 
been introduced into the Dhamtarl tahsll^ but arc not much used as 
y®t. ^ The number of goats and sheep is not large in proportion to 
the size of the District. The former are kept for food, the latter for 
their wool used in the manufacture of country blankets, Members of 
the professional shepherd caste are not numerous. 


Irrigation is not at present a feature in the agriculture of the District 

In a normal year, until recently, only a little more than 30 square miles 

received this aid. The statistics for 1903-4 show nearly ic square 

mi es as irrigated, of which 3 were supplied from tanks and 7 from 

wells. But m a favourable season 50 square miles can now be irrigated. 

It IS estimated that the tanks constructed during the famine of 1900 

afforded protection to an additional area of about 36 square mL 

TOere are now 3,200 tanks in the District, or less than one to each 

TT d«tribution. however, varies greatly, the 

recent Tk! tv in certain tracts. Until 

recently tanks have generally been constructed primarily to afford 

water-supply to the villagers, and have only been^used for irrigation 
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when it was essential to save the crops from complete failure. Schemes 
have been prepared by the Irrigation department for canals in the tracts 
between the Mahanadi and Kharun, and the Kharun and Seonath, 
which promise to yield substantial results. There arc about 11,000 
irrigation wells in the District, most of them temporary, supplying on 
an average about an acre each. Well-irrigation is practically confined 
to garden crops and sugar-cane. 

The Government forests cover 1,366 square miles, or 20 per cent, 
of the District area, excluding the zamindaris. Two main types may be 
distinguished, one consisting of sal {Shorea robusfa), 
and the other of mixed forest. The sal forests con- o*"®®*®* c. 
stitute about a quarter of the total, being situated in the cast and south. 
There is at present little demand for produce from them, owing to the 
difficulties of transport. Bamboos are found mainly in the sal forests ; 
they arc cut in the Sihawa range and floated down the Mahanadi to 
Dhamtarl. Only a few small patches of teak forest exist. The mixed 
forest consists of the usual species, saj {Tertninalia tomeiitosa) and 
bljasal {Ptcrocarpus ATarsttpiunt) being the principal timber trees. 
Dhaman {Grewia vcsiiia) is found in the sal forests, and is used by 
the Gonds for the manufacture of bows and spear handles. In 1903-4 
the forest revenue amounted to Rs. 48,000. 

No mines arc worked at present. Iron ores are found in abundance 
in the western and southern parts of the District, and some of these 
are very rich. A sample from Dhalli in the Dondi-Lohara zamtndari 
yielded on assay nearly 73 per cent, of metallic iron. Copper and lead 
ores have been found at Chicholl. Lithographic stones of a sen'iceable 
kind have been obtained from the Lower Vindhyan rocks. Red ochre 
is found in the Gandai samhidari, and chalk in one or two villages 
near Dhamda. 

There are no important industries. Tasar silk is woven, but to 
a very much smaller extent than in Bilaspur or Sambalpur. Most 
of the larger villages contain a number of cotton- 
weavers belonging to the Panka, Mchra, and Koshta co JSSions. 
castes, who produce coarse cloth. Mill-spun thread 
has entirely .supplanted the home-spun article; and cloth woven in 
Indian mills is rapidly gaining in popularity at the expense of that 
woven locally, the former being produced in the same patterns as the 
latter and being cheaper. Ornaments and vessels of bell-metal are 
made at Drug, Dhamda, Nawap.ara, and Raipur, and glass bangles at 
Simga, Neora, and Kurra. A little iron is smelted by native methods 
in the Deorl and Dondl-Lohara zamindaris^ but it cannot compete 
with English iron. Raipur has one factory owned by a Cutchl Muham- 
madan, which contains four cotton-gins and a mill for pressing linseed 
and castor oil. 
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The most important export is licc, whicli goes to the nortlicrn Dis- 
tricts of the Central Provinces, to Berar, llydcrabad, and Bombay. 
Wheat, til, and linseed .uc also exported. TU oilcake is sent to Berar 
from the factory at Raipur town. Of forest itroducts, teak, sal, and 
^y<7ja/ timber are c.\porlcd in considerable quantities from the zavttn- 
daris. Lac is sent to Mir^Spur, and maliud flowers occasionally to 
Nagpur and Kamptcc for the mamifactuve of Htiuor. Mynibolams arc 
exported to Bombay. As in other Districts in the Central Provinces, 
a considerable trade has recently sprung up in the export of dried meat. 
Sca-sidt from Bombay is generally used, though small (ju.intilies arc 
also brought from Ganjam. Sugar comes principally from the Mau- 
ritius, that from Mirz.ipur being slightly more expensive. Cur or unre- 
fined sugjir is chiefly imported from Bengal and Bomb.iy, and a sm,dl 
amount is obtained from Bastar. Cotton thrc;id is received princijwlly 
from the Uinganghlit, Pulgaon, and Badnem mills, and cotton cloth 
from Giwnporc, Nagpur, and Nandgaon. Bnglish cloth and metals, 
such as iron, brass, and copper, are also iiuported. Brass vessels come 
from MirAipur and Cuttack, and leathern shoes front Cawnpore. IJx- 
cluding a Europcxin firm which has an agency at Raipur town, the 
grain tr.adc is in the hands of Cutchl Muhammadans. Hardware and 
stationery are imported and reuiilcd by Bh.’itias, while MSrw.lri Bani.^s 
trade in cloth and thread, and carry on business in money-lending and 
exchange. Balodii B.’lzilr near Sirngfi has a large weekly cattle market. 
The other Ic-ading bazars are at Barond.1 and Barckcl In the Raipur 
iahsJl, Utai, Ranltanii, Arjundah, and Gandai in Drug, Kurud in 
Dhamtarf, sind Ncora in Siinga. 

The direct line of the Bcngal-Nagpur R.iilway p.isscs through the 
District, with a length of 6o miles and f> btations within its lintils. I’rom 
Raipur town a branch nanow-gauge lin leads to Dhamtarf, distatU 46 
miles, and from Abhiinijur, a station o-. this line, there Is also a branch 
of loj- miles to Rfijiin. The chief re. ;cs for cart traffic are the Diwan- 
Bh.atapara, Raipur-Khariar, Tilda-Bot.. Clara, and Dhamtarl roads. 'I’lte 
total length of metalled roads in the District is 69 miles ttttd of im- 
metalled roads 665 miles ; the annu.tl cost of m.untcnancc is Rs. $8,400, 
'practically all the roads being in ciairge of the Public 'Works depart- 
ment. There arc avenues of trt s on 1S5 miles. The sairtjtufdri 
estates also contain log miles of r.>ads constructed from their priv>itc 
funds. 

Raipur District hiis suffered from failures of crops on manv occa- 
sions. Information about any except the recent famines is of the 
Famine. scantiest, but distress is recorded as having occurred 
• in the years 1828-9, 1834-5. and 1S45-6. In 186S-9 
the rt.ns failed almost as completely as in 1899-1900. There was 
seve*e distress, accompanied by migration and desertion of vilKiges. 
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The famine of 186S-9 was followed by a period of twenty-five years 
of prosperity, broken only by a partial failure of the rice crop in 1886. 
In *1895 the monsoon failed prematurely, and there were no cold- 
season rains, with the result that both the autumn and spring crops 
were poor. This was followed in 1896 by a complete cessation of the 
rains at the end of August, and a total failure of the rice crop, only 
slightly relieved by a moderate spring harvest on a reduced area. 
Relief operations extended throughout the year 1897, the numbers rising 
to over 100,000 persons, or nearly 7 per cent, of the population, at 
the end of April j and the total expenditure was 18-5 lakhs. The year 
1897 was succeeded by two moderate harvests; and in 1899 mon- 
soon again completely failed, the total out-turn being only one-sixth 
of the normal. More than 700,000 persons, or 44^ per cent, of the 
population, were in receipt of some form of assistance in August, 1900, 
and the total expenditure was 126-5 lakhs. In 1902-3 the rice crop 
again failed partially, and distress occurred in certain areas of the 
District. The numljers on relief rose to 60,000 in April, 1903, and 
the total expenditure was about 5 lakhs. 

The Deputy-Commissioner is aided by four Assistant and Extra- 
Assistant Commissioners. For administrative purposes the District is 
divided into four /tf/wl/r, each of which has a tahsll- Aj-in'strfltion 
dCir and a naib-iahsilddr, while additional tahsUddrs * 
have been posted to Raipur and Mahasamund. The forests are in 
charge of an officer of the Forest service. 

The civil judicial staff consists of a District and two Subordinate 
J udges, and a Munsif for each of the Raipur, Baloda Bazar, and Dham- 
turl taJtslls. The Divisional and Sessions judge of the Chhattisgarh 
Division has jurisdiction in the District, and the zamXndars of Khariar 
and Fingeshwar arc entrusted with civil powers. Of important civil 
litigation, suits on mortgage-deeds with condition of foreclosure arc 
noticeably frequent. The commonest forms of serious crime are cattle- 
theft and cattle-poisoning by arsenic. 

When the country first came temporarily under British administra- 
tion in 18 iS, the whole revenue of Chhattisgarh amounted to 
Rs. 2,90,000. Under the beneficent rule of the Superintendent, 
Colonel Agnew, the prosperity of the country rapidly increased, and 
the revenue, which was then settled annually, rose by 21 per cent, in 
eight years. On the termination of this period, British officials were 
replaced by Maratha Subahs ; but the methods laid down by Colonel 
Agnew were on the whole adhered to, and prosperity continued. In 
1868 the revenue of the District had increased to 3-18 lakhs. Ihc 
first long-term settlement was made in 1868 for a period of twenty 
years, and under it the revenue was raised to 5*52 lakhs, still, however, 
giving an incidence per cultivated acre of only 5 annas 2 pies for the 



RAIPUR DISTRICT 


I 


sS 


area held in ordinary proprietary right. The extreme lowness of the 
assessments in Chhattlsgarh may be attributed to the patriarchal 
system of the Haihaivansi kings, the absence of any outside demand 
for produce, and the payment of renU in kind, the rents themselves 
being entirely free from any economic influences, and being regarded 
as contributions for the support of the central administration. The 
settlement of 1868 was the first in which the assessment was based on 
a regular survey, and at this time also proprietary rights were conferred. 
During its currency a groat transforntation look place in the conditions 
of agriculture. Tlie District was brought within reach of the railway, 
exports of grain rose with a bound, the value of land rapidly increased, 
and prices doubled. About two-fifths of the tna/stizSri area, consisting 
of the Drug tahsV, with parts of the others, was summarily resettled in 
the years 1884-7 5 nnd a regular settlement of the rest of tlie niSlgtizari 
area, with a revision of revenue in the zammUlris, was effected between 
1S85 and 1889. The term of sculcmcnv was fixed at nine or ten years 
in the summarily settled and at tnehc years in the regularly settled 
tracts, the revenue being raised to 8-6 1 lakhs, or by 56 per cent. The 
average rental incidence per acre was U. 0-10-3 (maximum U. 0-14-5. 
minimum R. 0-3-rj) and the corresponding revenue ineidtnee was 

°“ 5 “^ (maximum R. 0-8-4, minimum R. 0-2-6). Preparations for 
a fresh regular settlement began in 1S96 ; but owing to famine and 
serious agricultural deterioration, only the Drug tahsU uas resettled for 
eight years, while summary nbatcmcnis were proposed in some of tlie 
worst affected tracts. A fresh settlement was commenced in 1904. 

The collections of land and toln! revenue in recent yiais are .shoun 
below, in thousands of rupees ; — 


1 — — — ■ .. 1 

1 , iSSo-i. iS<io-i. 


Lind rcvimic . . 6^8 

Tot.iI reicnue . . 10,34 

S.r.s 

>.vs 

7.68 

12,76 

9.05 

1 M.9S 


Loral afliiirs outside municipal arc.’is are managed by a District 
council and six local boards, having jurisdiction over the four iahsihm^ 
the ^tem and western zamhidari estates respectively. The income of 
the D, strict council m 1903-4 ^vas Rs. 97.000, while the expenditure 
r”r T "'orkb Rs. 26,000, and on 

toTOs^ BnAMTARi are niunicip.tl 

-7 Superintendent of police consists of 

JomS t -H = 5 . and S mounted 

accomodation PO«esses a second-class Central jail, with 

tion for 911 prisoners, including 41 female prisoners. 
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The daily average number of prisoners in 1904 was 591. The in- 
dustries carried on in the jail comprise cloth-weaving and the manu- 
facture of mats from aloe fibre. 

In respect of education Raipur stands last but two among the Dis- 
tricts of the Province. In igor only 3*7 per cent, of the male population 
could read and write, and only 929 females were returned as literate. 
The percentage of children under instruction to those of school-going 
age is 9. Statistics of the number of pupils under instruction are 
as follows: (1880-1) 14,054; (1890-1) 14,364; (1900-1) 18,766; and 
(1903-4) 18,644, including 2,612 girls. The educational institutions 
comprise a high school at Raipur town, a Rajkumar College for the 
sons of Feudatory chiefs and zamhtdars^ three English middle schools, 
four vernacular middle schools, and 215 primary schools. The ex- 
penditure on education in 1903-4 was Rs. r, 06, 000, of ivliich Rs. 
80,000 was derived from Provincial and Local funds, and Rs. 16,000 
from fees. 

The District has 12 dispensaries, with accommodation for 125 in- 
patients. In 1904 the number of cases treated was 162,653, of whom 
1,340 were in-patients, and 2,134 operations were performed. The 
total expenditure was Rs. 22,000, chiefly met from Provincial and 
Local funds. Two leper asylums, at Raipur town and Dhamtari, are 
supported by allotments from Local funds and charitable subscriptions. 
They contain 195 patients, and the annual expenditure is about 
Rs. 1 9,000. Raipur town has a veterinary dispensary. 

Vaccination is compulsory only in the municipality of Raipur. The 
number of persons successfully vaccinated in 1903-4 was 32 per 1,000 
of the District population, 

[L, S. Carey, ScUkmeni Report (189 r). A District Gazetteer is being 
prepared.] 

Raipur Tahsil . — Tahiti of the District of the same name, Central 
Provinces, lying between 20* 56' and 21® 30' N. and 81® 28' and 
82® 12' E. In 1901 the area was 5,802 square miles, and the popula- 
tion 564,102 persons. Jly the redistribution of areas consequent on 
the formation of the new Drug District, the constitution of the Raipur 
tahsil was radically altered; and it is now a small open plain lying 
between the MahanadI and the border of Drug District, thickly popu- 
lated and closely cultivated, with an area of r,or6 square miles. The 
population of this portion in 190 r was 246,514, compared with 253,058 
in 1891, the density being 243 persons per square mile. The tahsil 
contains two towns, Raipur (population, 32,114), the head-quarters 
of the District and tahSil^ and Arang (6,499) ; and 493 inhabited 
villages. The land revenue demand in 1902-3 on the area of the new 
tahsil was approximately 1*73 lakhs. 

Raipur Town, — Head-quarters of the ChhattTsgarh Division and of 
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the District of the same name, Central Pronnces, situated in 21® 14 
N, and 81“ 39' E,, on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, S^S from 
Calcutta and 188 miles from Nagpur, in an open plain about 4 miles 
from the KUarun river. Raipur is the junction for the branch narrow- 
gauge line to Rajlm and Dhamtarl. Tt is the sixth largest town in the 
Province, and had a population in ipoi of 32,114 persons, the increase 
during the decade having been 35 per cent. The population at 
previous enumerations was : (1872) 19,119, (1881) 24,946, and (1891) 
23,758, In 1901 there were 25,492 Hindus, 5,302 Muhammadans, 
and 592 Christians, of whom 88 were Europeans or Eurasians. 

Raipur was made the head-quarters of Chhattlsgarh in t8i8. The 
town is believed to have existed since the ninth centurj', the old site 
being to the south-west of the present one and extending to the river. 
The most ancient building is the fort, said to have been constrocted 
in 1460, on two sides of which are large tanks, while within it are 
numerous temples of comparatively little interest. The unfinished 
Dudhadari temple is probably unrivalled as an instance of modern 
elaborate can-ing in the Central Provinces, but it is disfigured by 
sculpture of the most indecent t)’pe. A number of fine tanks have 
been constructed. Raipur is the head-quarters of the Commissioner 
and Divisional Judge, Chhattlsgarh Division, the Political Agent of the 
Chhattlsgarh Feudatory States, an Inspector of Schools, a Superin- 
tendent of Post Offices, and Executive and Irrigation Engineers. It 
contains one of the three Central jails in the Province. Raipur was 
created a municipality in rSfiy. The municipal receipts during the 
decade ending ipor averaged Rs. 1,22,000. In ipoj-4 the income 
was Rs. 99,000, chiefly derived from octroi (Rs. 50,000) and water 
rate, while conservancy and water-supply constitute the principal 
items of expenditure, which amounted to Rs, 89,000. Half a bat- 
talion of native infantry was stationed here until 1902. The town is 
supplied with water from the Kharun river by the Balram D 5 S water- 
works, which were opened in 1892 and cost 3*38 lakhs, 2 lakhs being 
contributed by Raja Balram Das of Raj-Nandgaon, after whom they 
are named. Water is drawn from an infiltration gallery in the river, 
and pumped into a service resen’oir in the town rao feet above the 
level of the gallery. The maintenance charges amount to Rs. 1 7,000, 
of which Rs. 13,000 is realized from a water rate. Raipur is the 
leading commercial town of Chhattlsgarh, having supplanted Raj- 
Nandgaon, which for many years occupied that position. The local 
handicrafts include brass-working, lacquering on wood, cloth-weaving, 
and the manufacture of gold and silver ornaments. In the Central 
jail cotton cloth is woven and mats are made from aloe fibre. A com- 
bined oil-mill and cotton-ginning factory’ lias been opened, which 
pressed oil to the value of Rs. go,ooo in 1904, There are two printing 
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presses, using English, Hindi, Urdu, and Oriya types. Among the 
local institutions are a museum constructed in 1875, a leper asylum 
supported by private contributions, and an enclosed market-place. 
The educational and medical institutions comprise a high school 
with an average attendance of 98 pupils, and a Rajkumar College 
for the sons of Feudatory chiefs and landholders, besides several other 
schools, four dispensaries, and a veterinary dispensary. 

Raipur Village. — ^A^illage in the head-quarters subdivision of Noa- 
khali District, Eastern Bengal and Assam, situated in 23® 2' N. and 
90® 47' E., on the left bank of the Dakatia river. Population (1901), 
3,738. It is a busy trading mart. 

Rairakhol, — Feudatory State in Bengal, lying between 20® 56' 
and 21® 24' N. and 83® 59' and 84® 53' E., with an area of 833 square 
miles. Up to 1905 political control was exercised by the Central 
Provinces Administration. It lies to the south-east of Sambalpur Dis- 
trict, and is bounded by the Biimra and Sonpur States on the north 
and south. The head-quarters are at Rampur, a village of 1,416 
inhabitants, 44 miles from Sambalpur by road. The greater part 
of the State consists of hilly country covered with dense forests, but 
there are some open tracts on the north and south. Wild elephants, 
buffalo, and bison are found in the forests, and also, it is said, a special 
variety of light-coloured wild hog. The ruling family claim to be 
Kadambansi Rajputs, and to be a branch of the Bonai Raj family. 

The State was formerly subordinate to Bamra, but was freed from 
its dependence and constituted one of the Garhjat cluster by the 
Raj 3 s of Patna in the eighteenth centur>'. The traditions of the ruling 
house relate that there used to be constant war between Bamra and 
Rairakhol, and on one occasion the whole of the Rairakhol family was 
destroyed, with the exception of one boy who was hidden by a Butka 
Sudh woman. She placed him in a cradle supported on four uprights, 
and when the Bamra Raja's soldiers came to seek for him, the Sudhs 
swore, ‘ If we have kept him either in heaven or earth, m.'iy our God 
destroy us.’ The Bamra people were satisfied with this reply and the 
child was saved, and on coming to manhood he won back his kingdom. 
In consequence of this incident, the Butka Sudhs are considered by the 
Rairakhol house as relations on the mother’s side ; they have several 
villages allotted to them, and perform .sacrifices for the ruling family. 
In some of these villages nobody may sleep on a cot or sit on a 
high chair, so as to be between heaven and Ctarth, in the position in 
which the child was saved. The late Raja Bishan Chandra Janamuni 
died in 1900 after having occupied the ^addt for seventy-five years. 
His grandson Raj.’i Gatiro Chandra Deo, then thirty years of age, 
was installed in the same year, subject to certain conditions, the obli- 
gation to accept a Government Dlwiin during a probationary period 
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being one. The relations of the State with Government are in charge of 
a Pditicai Agent who is subordinate to the Commissioner of Orissa, 
The population in 1901 n-as 26,888, having increased by 32 per cent, 
during the previous decade. The number of inhabited villages is 319, 
and the density of population 32 persons per square mile. Oriya is the 
language of 90 per cent, of the population, and the Oraon and Mun- 
darl dialects are spoken by a few hundred persons each. Chasas are 
the most numerous caste in the State, and next to them Gonds, 
Gandas, and Sudhs. 

The soil is generally light and sandy. A regular survey has been 
carried out in only about half of the total number of villages, the 
assessments for the smaller villages being made summarily. As nearly 
as can be ascertained, about 64 square miles, or 8 per cent, of the total 
area, were cropped in 1904. Rice occupies 37 square miles, and the 
crops next to this in importance are ///, tirad^ and hulfhi. There are 
376 tanks, from which 3,400 acres can be irrigated. About 470 square 
miles are covered mth forest. Sdl (Shorea rodusfa) is the principal 
timber tree, and a considerable revenue is derived from the sale of sa/ 
sleepers. The rearing of /asar silk-cocoons in the State forests is 
a local industry, as is also the extraction of catechu. There are 
extensive deposits of iron ore, which arc worked by the Khonds, a few 
manufactured implements being delivered to the Rilja as a cess. The 
State contains 3 miles of gravelled and 35 of embanked roads. The 
principal routes are from Rampur to Sambalpur, Sonpur, Bamra, and 
Cuttack. Exports of produce arc taken to Sambalpur railway station. 

The total revenue in 1904 was Rs, 53,000, of which Rs. 13,000 was 
derived from land, Rs. 13,000 from forests, and Rs. 7,000 from excise. 
Land revenue is still partly paid in kind in certain tracts, while in 
others, called /aiii parganas and situated on the frontiers of the State, 
the cultivators formerly lay under sin obligation of military service, 
which has now shrunk to that of escort duty to the Rajii. In twelve 
years since 1893, Rs. 93,000 has been expended on public works under 
the supervision of the Engineer of the Chhattlsgarh States division- 
Besides the roads already mentioned, a palace for the chiefs family and 
State offices have been constructed at Rampur. The total expenditure 
in 1904 was Rs. 56,000. The tribute paid to the British Government 
is Rs. 800, and is liable to revision. The State supports five primary 
schools, with 250 pupils, the expenditure being about Rs. 1,000. 
At the Census of 1901 only 281 persons were shown as literate, all 
in Oriya. A dispensary has been established at Rampur, at which 
14,000 persons were treated in 1904. 

Rai-Sankli.-Petty State in Kathiawar, Bombay. 

•Raisen.— Head-quarters of the Nizamat-i-Mashrik or eastern district 
of Bhopal State, Central India, situated in 23® 20' N. and 77° 47' E., 
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i2| miles by metalled road from Salamatpur station on the Indian 
Midland section of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. Population 
(1901), 3 j 495. Raisen always played an important part in the history 
of Eastern Malwa, especially during the Muhammadan period. The 
fort stands on the northern end of a spur of the Vindhyas, the town 
lying at its foot. Nothing is known of the foundation of the fort, which 
is said to have been built by Hindus, but its name appears to be 
a corruption of Rajavasinl or the ‘ royal residence.’ The wall is built 
of massive sandstone blocks and is pierced by nine gates. Inside are 
numerous ruins and a few buildings in a state of fair preservation, 
including three Hindu palaces and a mosque. In the sixteenth century 
Raisen was the stronghold of Silharl, a Gahlot Rajput. After his death 
the fort was held by Puran Mai, as guardian to Pratap Singh, the infant 
grandson of Silharl. In 1543 Puran Mai incurred the enmity of Sher 
Shah, and the fort was attacked. After a prolonged and strenuous 
resistance Puran Mai surrendered on a promise of honourable treat- 
ment, but was promptly murdered and his family sent into slavery. 
Raisen then became a part of Shujaat Khan’s territory, and sub- 
sequently under Akbar was the chief town of a sarkdr in the Sitbah of 
Malwa. A British and State post office and a school are maintained 
in the town. 

Raisingpur.— Estate in KhSndesh District, Bombay. See Mehwas 
Estates. 

Raiwiiid (Rdewind ). — Junction on the North-Western Railway, in 
the District and tahsll of Lahore, Punjab, situated in 31® 15' N. and 
74® 16' E., where the line from Delhi via Bhatinda joins that from 
Multan to Lahore. Population (1901), 1,764. Before the Ferozepore- 
Bhatinda Railway was opened, it was an important centre of the local 
trade in agricultural produce] and it possesses two cotton-ginning 
factories and a cotton-press, which give employment to 203 hands. 

Rajagriha. — Ruins in Patna District, Bengal. See Rajgir. 

Rajahmundry Subdivision.— Subdivision of Godavari District, 
Madras, consisting of the Rajahmundry and Amalapuram tdhiks 
and the Nagaram Island. 

Rajahmundry Taluk. — Inland idluk in Godavari District, Madras, 
lying between 16° 51' and 17® 27' N. and 81® 36' and 82® 5' E., along 
the left bank of the Godavari river, with an area of 350 square miles. 
The population in 1901 was 161,070, compared with 145,789 in 1891. 
It contains two towns, Rajahmundry (population, 36,408), the head- 
quarters, and Dowlaishweram (10,304); and 85 villages. The 
demand on account of land revenue and cesses in 1903-4 amounted 
to Rs. 3,20,000. Some tracts of very fertile black cotton soil occur, 
but much of the area is rocky and covered with scrub jungle. The 
principal crops are rice, pulses, tobacco, and oilseeds. At Korukonda 
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in the north is a large temple, which is resorted to by a great number 
of pilgrims throughout the year. 

Rajahmundry Town Head-quarters of 

the subdivision and taluk of the same name in Godavari District, 
Madras, situated in 17° i* N. and 81® 46' E., on the left bank of the 
Godavari, 360 miles from Madras by the East Coast Railway, which 
here crosses the river by a girder-bridge of 56 spans, with a total length 
of 9,000 feet between abutments. The population in 1901 was 
36,408, of whom 33,680 were Hindus, 2,073 Muhammadans, and 631 
Christians. 

The founding of Rajahmundry has been variously ascribed to either 
the Orissa or the Chalukyan kings, but it was almost certainly founded 
by the latter. Being the key to the passage of the Godavari, it at once 
became a fortress of importance. It passed in turn to the Chola kings 
and the Ganpatis of Warangal ; and Muhammadan influence must have 
been felt early, as the inscription over the gateway of the principal 
mosque records its erection in 1324. With the decline of the Warangal 
power, Rajahmundry came into the possession of the Gajapatis of 
Orissa. From them in r47o it was wrested by Muhammad II of the 
Bahmani line. Not long afterwards, however, the Raja of Orissa made 
a determined attempt to regain the lost provinces, and Muhammad’s 
general was besieged in Rajahmundry. He was relieved by the Sultan 
in person, and the latter remained three years at Rajahmundry’ settling 
the country. The place was soon, however, reoccupicd by the Gaja- 
patis. In 1512 the great Krishna Deva of Vijayanagar captured the 
city, but restored it to Orissa. It was not till 1572, after two protracted 
sieges had failed, that it yielded to the Muhammadans under Rafat 
Khan. Rajahmundry was Bubsj’’s head-quarters from 1754 to 1757, 
and it was hither that Conflans’ army retreated after its defeat at 
Condore. The place was taken by the English without any difficulty j 
but after Forde’s departure to attack Masulipatam, the French recap- 
tured it, only to evacuate it almost immediately. Portions of the fort 
ramparts still remain, giving a picturesque appearance to the town. 

Rajahniundry is the head-quarters of the District and Sessions Judge, 
the Superintendent of police, and the Civil Surgeon. One of the seven 
Central jails of the Presidency is located here. It was begun in 1864, 
and is constructed on the radiating principle, with accommodation for 
1,052 criminal and thirteen civil prisoners. 'The articles manufactured 
in It mclude carpets, coarse woollen rugs, sandals, and woodwork. The 
own a so contains a museum and public garden. Owing to its favour- 
a . e position with regard to the main lines of communication in the 
uistnct. It is an important distributing centre, and the principal de'p6t 
for the timber floated down the river. 

Rajahmundry was constituted a municipality in 1866. The muni- 
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cipal income and expenditure during the ten years ending 1902-3 
averaged Rs. 44,000 and Rs. 43,000 respectively. In 1903-4 the 
income was Rs. 48,000, derived principally from the house and land 
taxes and tolls. The main items of expenditure, which amounted 
to Rs. 53,000, are conservancy and communications. A municipal 
hospital has accommodation for 32 in-patients. 

The principal educational institution in the town is the first-grade 
college. Established as a Zila school in 1853, college classes were 
opened in 1873 ; in 1877 it wsis raised to its present grade, and in 1904 
had 316 students in the upper classes. The town also contains 
a teachers’ training college, with 103 students; a practising school 
attached to the training college, with 429 pupils ; and a high school 
managed by the American Evangelical Lutheran Mission, with 295 
pupils. 

Rajakhera. — Head-quarters of the district of the same name in the 
State of Dholpur, Rajput.nna, situated in 26® 54' N. and 78® i r' E., 
24 miles north-east of Dholpur town and about the same distance 
south-citst of Agra. Population (1901). 6,609. The town is said to 
have been built by Raja Man Singh, Tonwar, during his occupation of 
the countrj' towards the end of the fifteenth century, and to be called 
after him * the village of the Raja.* The mud fort was built by the jat 
Raj.l SQraJ Mai of Uharatpur, and is still in fair preservation. The 
town contains a post olhcc, a vernacular school attended by 50 boys, 
and a dispensary. 

Rajampet. — Town in Cuddapah District, Madras. See Razampeta. 

Rajanpur Tahsll. — Subdivision and southernmost iaJml of Dera 
Ghazi Khan District, Punjab, lying between 28® 25' and 29® 25' N. 
and 69® 19' and 70® 38' E., with an area of 2,019 square miles. 
It is bounded by the Indus on the east and south-east, and by in- 
dependent territory on the west. 'J’hc elevation of the Sulaiman 
Hills in this iahsV diminishc.s from north to south, forming a low 
range with only one prominent peak, Giandari (4,160 feet). South 
of this the range turns westward, and the tahsll is intersected by hill- 
torrent beds, while the lowland along the river is subject to inundation. 
The population in 1901 was 93,676, comp.ared with 90,225 in 1891. 
It contains the towns of Rajanpur (population, 3,917), the head- 
quarters, and Mithankot (3,487); and 179 villages. The land 
revenue and cesses in 1903-4 amounted to i-i lakhs. 

RSjanpur Town. — Head-quarters of the Rajanpur subdivision and 
iahsil of Dera Ghiizi Khan District, Punjab, situated in 29® 6' N. and 
70® 19' E., about 9 miles from the west bank of the Indus, on the road 
from Bannu to Jacobabad. Population (1901), 3, 917* founded 

in T 732-3 by MaklidQm Shaikh Riijan, who ousted the original Nfihar 
posse.ssors, and made himself master of their estates. Rajanpur was 
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an unimportant village until 1862, when the town of Alithankot was 
washed away by the Indus, and the head-quarters of the Assistant 
Commissioner were transferred thence. It does a considerable trade 
in grain and cotton with Sukkur, and in opium and indigo with 
Amritsar and Multan. The municipality was created in 1873. The 
income during the ten years ending 1902-3 averaged Rs. 5,400, and 
the expenditure Rs. 5,700. In 1903-4 the income Avas Rs. 6,100, 
chiefly from octroi j and the expenditure Avas Rs. 5,000. Rajanpur 
has an Anglo-A’ernacular middle school, maintained by the District 
board, and a dispensary. 

Rajaona. — Village in the head-quarters subdiA’ision of Monghyr 
District, Bengal, situated in 25° 12' N. and 86° 5' 15 ., 2 miles north- 
west of Luckeesarai raihvay station. Population (1901), 38S. Accord- 
ing to Cunningham, Rajaona is the site of the Lo-in-ni-lo monastery 
visited by Hiuen Tsiang. Some fine Buddhist sculptures found here 
have been remoA'ed to the Indian Museum at Calcutta. 

{Archaeological Survey of India^ vol. i, pp. 151-6, and vol. xv, 
PP- I 3 - 5 -] 


Rajapalaiyam. — ToAvn in the Siivilliputtur taluk of 'PinncA’clly 
District, Madras, situated in 9° 27' N. and 77° 33' E., 8 miles from 
Srlvilliputtflr town. It is a Union, Avith a population (1901) of 25,360, 
of whom 24,095 are Hmdus, 1,014 Mu&almiins, and 251 Christians. 
It is mostly inhabited by Razus, a class of people Avho originally came 
from Vijayanagar and claim to be Rajputs. Their language is Telugu, 
and they have many peculiar customs. There is also a colony of 
blacksmiths aJo turn out good Avork, such as iron safes, vessels, &c. 
Most of the Razus live by agriculture, and they also rear cattle Avhich 
are considered superior to the ordinary breeds. 

Tajuka.-Central ialuka of Ratnagiri District, Bombay, 
lying betAveen 16 30 and 16° 55' N. .and 73° 18' and 73° 52' E., Avith 

ioo; tn \ a h«id-quarlersj and 181 villages. The population in 
901 AAas 153,808, compared aviUi 140,941 in 1S91. The density 

demand for 

S:,.?:”;.: »>« vii«y»d».scrKktoih= 

Tlrc ■VijajadurB crcek ™ bar, and is 

rCawf^lnSeT”' ” 

a. thS'o? " ,1° 3.' E.. 

^ ^ . aaij:reek, 30 miles south-by-east of Ratnaciri tOAVn 
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and about 15 miles from the sea. Population (1901), 5,178. Rajapur 
is the oldcsl-looking and best preserved town in the Konkan; its 
streets are steep and narrow, and the market paved and roofed. The 
old English factory, a massive stone building with an enclosure leading 
to the creek, now used as a Government office, gives the town a special 
interest. It is also peculiar as the only Ratnagiri port to which Arab 
boats still trade direct, though vessels of any size cannot approach 
within 3 miles of the old stone quay. Since the opening of the 
Southern Mahratta Railway the trade of Rajapur has greatly declined. 
In 1903-4 the exports amounted to 1*3 lakhs and the imports to 
1*6 lakhs. On the south point of the bay stands a lighthouse, erected 
in 1873, Ibe light of which is visible for 9 miles. Jaitapur, situated 
II mites lower down, is the outlet for sea traffic and the place of 
call for coasting steamers. The municipality, established in 1876, had 
an average income during the decade ending 1901 of Rs. 7,500. In 
^9°3~4 the income was Rs. 6,600. The water-supply of the town 
is from a lake, upwards of half a mite long, with an average breadth 
of 250 feet, containing about 60,000,000 gallons of water, which has 
been formed by damming the Kodavli river at a point 3 miles above 
the town. The present supply is about 39,000 gallons a day, which 
is insufficient for the needs of the town, and most of the pipes are in 
serious need of repair. The town contains two Subordinate Judges’ 
courts, two dispensaries, of which one is private, and eight schools, 
including one for girls. 

At the time of the first Muhammadan conquest (1312), Rajapur was 
the chief towm of a district. In 1660-1, and again in 1670, Sivaji 
plundered the town, sacking the English factory. In 1713 Rajapur 
was handed over to Angria. In 1756 it w’as taken by the Peshwa 
from Angria; and in 1818 it came into British po.ssession, together 
with the rest of the Peshwa’s dominions. 

A hot spring, about a mile from the town, is much frequented on 
account of its virtue in curing rheumatic and skin diseases. About 
a mile from this spring is another which flow’s at uncertain intervals. 
The flow lasts for periods varying from one or two days to three 
months. It is held in great reverence and called a Ganga. Immedi- 
ately the flow begins, Hindus come from long distances to bathe in it. 
In the middle of the town is a temple of Vithoba, where fairs arc held 
in honour of the god twice a year. 

Rajapur Town (or Majhgaw’an) (2). — ^'Pown in the Mau tahsll of 
Banda District, United Provinces, situated in 25® 23' N. and 81® 9' K, 
on the bank of the Jumna, iS miles north-east of KarwL Population 
(1901), 5,491. Rajapur is the name of the town, and Majhgawan that 
of the mauza or village area within which it is situated. According 
to tradition the town ^vas founded by Tulsi Dils, the celebrated author 
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of the vernacular version of the Ramayana, and his residence is still 
shown. He is said to have established several peculiar restrictions, 
which are scrupulously obser\-cd; no houses (except shrines) are built 
of stone, and potters, barbers, and dancing-girls are rigorously e.\cludcd. 
The only public buildings arc the police station, post office, school, 
and dispensary. Rajapur was for a time the chief commercial centre 
of the District, owing to its position on the Jumna; but many of its 
merchants have migrated to Karwl, and the place is declining. Besides 
the export of country produce, there is a small manufacture of shoes 
and blankets. The school has 90 pupils. 

Rtyauli. — Village in the Nawada subdivision of Gayii District, 
Bengal, situated in 24“ 39' N. and 85° 30' E., on the left bank of the 
Dhanarji river. Population (1901), 1,509. Rajaull is a large mart, 
and is connected with the towns of Naw.ida and Bihiir by a metalled 
road. 

Rajbari. — Head-quarters of the Goalundo subdivision of Farldpur 
District, Eastern Bengal and Assam, situated in 23° 46' N. and 
89° 39' E. It consists of a group of villages with a population (1901) 
of 4 iS 73 > Rajbari is a station on the Eastern Bengal State Railway, 
and contains the usual public offices, the sub-jail having accommoda- 
tion for 28 prisoners. 

Rajgarh State (i).— A mediatized State in Central India, under the 
Bhopal Agency, lying between 23® 27' and 24® ir' N. and 76® 36' and 
77" 14' E., with an area of 940 srjuarc miles. It is sittiatcd in the 
section of Malwa called Umatwfira, after the Umat clan of Rajputs 
to which the chiefs of Rajgsirh and Narsinghgarh belong, bounded 
on the north by Gwalior and Kotah Statc.s, on the south by Gwalior 
and Dewas, on the east by Bhopal, and on the west by Khilchipur. 
The northern portion is much cut up by hills, but the southern and 
eastern districts lie on the Malwa jdatcau. The chief rivers arc the 
Farbati, which flows along the eastern border, and its tributary the 
Newaj, which flows by the chief town. In the southern and eastern 
parts the country is covered with Deccan trap, but in the hills along 
the northern section the Vindhyan sandstones arc exposed. 

Ihc Umat Rajputs claim descent from ^the Paramfira clan, who 
held Malwa from the ninth to the thirteenth century. Accounts of 
their rise are conflicting, but they trace their origin to Ran5 Umajf. 

ter on they entered Malwa, their leader Sarangsen settling at 
first m Dhar, the ancient scat of the Paramfira clan. He subse- 
quently acquired land in the doab between the Sind and Piirbati rivers, 
and obtained the title of Rawat. Rawat Krishnaji, eleventh in descent 
trom Sarangseti, died in 1583, and was followed by Dungar Singhji. 

ungai ing jis eldest son, Udaji, succeeded and established his 
capital at Ratanpur. His younger brother. Dudajf, held the post 
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of dlwdn or minister to his brother, a position which was inherited 
by his descendants. The two branches were distinguished as the 
Udawats arid Dudawats. Chhatar Singh, who followed Udaji, died 
in 1661, his son Mohan Singh succeeding as a minor, and the State 
being administered by Dlw.an Ajab Singh of the Dudawat branch. He 
died in 166S, and was succeeded as minister by his son Paras Ram. 
'I’he new minister was suspected of having designs on the State, which 
gave rise to endless disputes. In 1681 these difTcrcnccs became acute, 
and a division was effected, by which Paras Ram received the territory 
that now forms the Narsinghgarh Stale. In the disturbances caused 
by the Maratha and Pindari inroads of the eighteenth century, Rajgarh 
and Narsinghgarh became tributary to Sindhia and Holkar respectively. 
At the settlement of Malw 5 by Sir John Malcolm in 1818, a treaty was 
mediated between Sindhia and the Rajgarh chief Ncwal Singh, by 
which Talen and several other villages were made over to Sindhia in 
payment of his claims for tribute against the Rawal, while a written 
agreement was executed by the chief, giving to the British Government 
alone the right to intervene in the affains of the State. Talen and the 
other villages were, however, returned by Sindhia in 1834. In 1880 
transit duties on salt were abolished, for which a compcjisatorj’ payment 
of Rs. 618-12 is made annually by the British Government, and four 
years later all similar dues c.\cept those on opium were done away 
with. Bannc Singh, the present chief, succeeded in 1902. He bears 
the hereditary titles of His Highnc.ss and Raj 5 , and is entitled to a 
salute of II guns. He was created K.C.I.E. in 1908. 

The population of the State was: (1881) 122,641, (1891) 119,489, 
and (1901) 88,376, giving a density of 94 persons per square mile. 
During the last decade there has been a decrease of 26 per cent., owing 
to the severe famine of 1899-1900. 'Phe Slate contains two towns, 
Rajgarh (population, 5,399), the capiud, and Biaoka (5,607) ; and 
622 villages. Hindus number 78,343, or 89 per cent. ; Musalmans, 
4,925, or 6 per cent. ; Animists (chiefly Bhils), 4»78S, or 5 per cent. 
The Mahvi dialect of Rajasthani is the most prevalent. The most 
numerous castes are Chamars (ro,ooo), Rajputs (7i8oo), Dangis (3,800), 
and Gujars and Balais (each 3,000). Of the total iiojmlation, 46 per 
cent, are supported by agriculture and 21 per cent, by general labour. 

About 234 square miles, or 25 per cent, of the total area, arc under 
cultivation, of which 17 square miles are irrigable. Of the unculti- 
vated area 88 square miles arc cultivable, 336 under forest, and the 
rest is waste. Wheat occupies loi square miles, or 43 per cent, of 
the area under cultivation, jtnodr 47 square miles, maixe 35, cotton 
20, gram 16, and poppy 4. • 

'I’lie most important articles of trade are grain and opium. 1 he 
principal road is that from Rrijgurh to Sehore, 57 miles in length, by 
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which most of the traffic passes to the railway. Other roads connect 
Rajgarh with Khilchipur and Pachor with Shujalpur, giving a total of 
1 14 miles of metalled roads in the State. Combined British post and 
telegraph offices are maintained at Rajgarh and Biaora, and a branch 
post office at Talen. 

For administrative purposes the State is divided into seven/nrsn/m— 
Biaora, Karanwas, Talen, Kotada, Kalipith, Newalganj, and Sivagarh— 
each under a talislldar. The chief has full powers in all revenue, civil 
judicial, and general administrative matters. In criminal matters he 
exercises the powers of a Sessions Court, but all heinous crimes are 
tried by the Political Agent. The British codes are followed generally. 

The normal income from all sources is 4*5 lakhs, of which 3"8 lakhs 
are derived from land revenue, Rs. 17,000 from customs dues (including 
Rs. 15,000 from opium), Rs. 30,000 from excise, and Rs. 39,000 from 
interest on Government securities. The lands alienated in jd^n yield 
appro.ximately Rs. 47,000 atmually. The total expenditure amounts to 
about 4 lakhs, the main heads being general administration (Rs. 70,000), 
chief’s establishment (Rs. 36,000), police (Rs. 28,000), collection of 
land revenue (Rs. 15,000), tribute (Rs. 55,600), and public works 
(Rs. 54,000). The State pays a tribute of Rs. 54,000 to Sindhia for 
Talen, and Rs. 600 to the Rani of JhalawSr for Kallpith. It also 
receives a tanka (cash payment) of Rs. 2,335 a year from Sindhia. 
The British rupee has been legal tender since 1896. 

The land is leased out to cultivators on a fixed . assessment, the 
revenue being collected through farmers {fnustajirs), who are respon- 
sible for the amount assessed and receive a commission. No regular 
settlement has been made. The rates are fixed in accordance with 
the quality of the soil, higher rates being levied on irrigated land. The 
fertile lands in the south and east arc assessed at Rs. 4—12-10 to 
Rs. 1-9-7 P®*" ®cre, and the less productive area in the hilly tract at 
R. 0-12-10 to R. 0-6-5. These rates give an incidence of Rs. 3-9-S 
per acre on the cultivated area, and of 14 annas per acre on the total 
area. 




No regular army is maintained, but 200 footmen and 30 sotoars 
the chiefs guard. A regular police force of 357 men is being organized, 
and there is a Central jail at Rajgarh town. 

In 1901, 1*5 per cent, of the population were able to read and write. 
Three State schools and eight private establishments contain 280 pupils. 
The total cost of education is Rs. 3,000. The two hospitals in the 
State cost Rs. 5,000 yearly. 

Rajprh Town (i).— Capital of the State of the same name in 
f situated m 24® i' N. and 76“ 44' E., on the left bank 

of the Newaj river, a tributary of the Parbati, 85 miles by road from 
Bhopal, and 57 from the Shujalpur station on the Ujjain-Bhopal branch 
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of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. Population (1901), 5,399. 
The town was founded about 1640 by Rawat Mohan Singh, who also 
erected the battlemented wall by wdiich it is surrounded. Besides the 
chiefs residence, a Stale guesthouse, a school, a dispensary, a sarai, 
and British combined post and telegraph offices are situated in the 
town. 

Rajgarh State (2). — Thakurat in the Bhopawar Agency, Central 
India. 

Rajgarh Town (2). — Head-quarters of a tahsll of the same name in 
the State of Alwar, Rajpulana, situated in 27° 14' N. and 76“ 38' E., 
22 miles south of Alwar city, and about a mile south of Rajgarh station 
on the Rajpulana-Malwa Railway. Population (r9oi), 11,008. It was 
built about 1767 by Pratip Singh, the founder of the Alwar State, and 
contains several fine buildings, notably the palace in the fort, the 
frescoes in which are curious. The town wall and ditch were added 
by Maharao Raja Banni Singh. The town possesses a post office, an 
Anglo-vernacular school, and a hospital with accommodation for 8 in- 
patients. A municipal committee looks after the lighting and sanitation 
of the place, the average income, derived mainly from octroi, being 
about Rs. 7,600 a year, and the expenditure somewhat less. About 
half a mile to the east are the remains of the old town of Rajgarh, 
which is said to have been founded in the middle of the second century 
by Raja Bagh Singh of the BargOjar clan of Rajputs, and the Baghola 
tank close to it is attributed to the same chief. On the embankment 
of this tank General Cunningham found three life-size Jain figures, all 
standing upright and naked, and two jambs of a highly ornamented 
doorway of a temple, besides numerous broken figures, all apparently 
Jain. They were said to have been dug up when the new torvn was 
being built. Situated on a lofty range of hills some t 8 miles to the 
west is Paranagar, the old capital of the Bargujar Rajas, chiefly 
remarkable for the holy temple of Nilkanlh Mahadeo, which is the 
most famous place of pilgrimage in this part of the country. This 
temple is said to have been built by a Bargiijar Raja, Ajai Pal ; and 
an inscription under a figure of Ganesha bears the date of a.d. 953, 
which was most probably the date of the construction of the build- 
ing, as its general style belongs to that period. In one of the ruined 
temples in the vicinity is a colossal Jain figure 13 ft. 9 in. high, 
W’ith a canopy of 2^- feet overhead which is supported by two elephants. 

Rajgarh Town (3). — Head-quarters of a /aksi/ of the same name 
in the Reni nizamat of the State of Bikaner, Rajputana, situated in 
28° 39' N. and 75® 24' E., about 135 miles east by north-east of 
Bikaner city. Population (1901), 4,136. The town was built by 
Maharaja Gaj Singh about 1766, and was named after his son Raj 
Singh. It possesses an Anglo-vernacular school attended by 74 boys, 
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a post office, and a hospital with accommodation for 7 in-patients. 
The lahsil contains 187 villages, and more than 36 per cent, of the 
inhabitants are Jats. As most of them belong to the Puniya clan, the 
tract used to be called locally the PQmya/ar^awfl. The Kath river 
sometimes flows in the south for a few miles. 

—Ruined town in the Bihar subdivision of Patna District, 
Bengal, situated in 25° 2' N. and 85“ 26' E. Population (1901), 1,575. 
It was identified by Dr. Buchanan-Hamilton with Rajagriha, the resi- 
dence of Buddha and capital of the ancient Magadha ; and by General 
Cunningham with Kusa-nagara-pura (‘the town of the kus ^ass’), 
visited by Hiuen Tsiang and called by him Kiu-she-lo-pu-lo. Rajagriha, 
meaning * the royal residence,’ was also known as Giribraja, ‘ tbe hill 
surrounded’; and under this name the capital of Jarasandha, king of 
ilagadha, is mentioned in both the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. 
It is also described by Fa Hian and Hiuen Tsiang, the Chinese 
pilgrims, the latter of whom gives an account of the hot springs found 
at this place. The five hills surrounding the town, mentioned in the 
Iklahabharata and in the Pali annals, have been examined by General 
Cunningham. The first, Baibhar, is identified with the Webhars moun- 
tain of the Pali annals, on the side of which was the famous Sattapanni 
Cave, where the first Buddhist synod was held in 543 b.c. The second 
hill, Ratnagiri, is that called by Fa Hian ‘The Fig-tree Cave,’ where 
Buddha meditated after his meals, and is identical with the Rishigiri of 
the Mahabharata, and the Pandao of the Pali annals. A paved zigzag 
road leads to a small temple on the summit of this mountain, which 
is still used by Jains. The third hill. Bipula, is clearly the Wepullo 
of the Pali chronicles and the Chait-yaka of the Mahabharata. The 
other two hills have Jain temples. 

Traces of the outer wall around the ancient town of Rajagriha may 
still be seen, about 4f miles in circumference. The new Rajglr is about 
two-thirds of a mile north of the old town. According to Buddhist 
records, it was built by Srenika or Bimbasara, the father of Ajatasatru, 
the contemporary of Buddha. Dr. Buchanan-Hamilton stated that the 
town stood upon the north-west comer of a fort, which is an irregular 
pentagon in form and apparently of great antiquity. At the south-west 
extremity are traces of a more modern fort, with stone walls, which 
might have been a kind of citadel. It occupies a space of about 
600 yards. The eastern and northern faces had no ditch, but there 
is a strong stone wall about 18 feet thick, uith circular projections at 
intervals. The eastern approach to Rajagriha was protected by a stone 
wall, 20 feet in width and running zigzag up the southern slopes of the 
hills. A watch-tower on the extreme eastern point of the range 
corresponded with a similar tower immediately over the town. One 
tower still exists, and also the foundations of the second tower. South 
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of the ancient town of Rajagriha are found inscriptions on- huge slabs 
of stone, which form a natural pavement. So far as is known, the 
characters have never been deciphered. 

[Archaeological Survey of India^ vol. i, pp. 16-34, and vol. viii, 
pp. 85-100.] 

Rajim. — Village in the District and talinl of Raipur, Central Pro- 
vinces, situated in 20® 58' N. and 81® 53' E., 27 miles from Raipur 
town, on a branch of the Raipur-Dhamtarl narrow-gauge railway. The 
town stands on the right bank of the river MahanadI at its junction 
with the Pain. Population (1901), 4,985. This figure, however, was 
in excess of the normal number of residents, as it included visitors 
to the fair. Rajim contains a fine group of temples dedicated to 
Vishnu, the principal of which is that of Rajivlochan (‘ the lotus-eyed 
which is visited by all pilgrims on their way to Jagannath. It is 
a handsome building, 59 by 25^^ feet, standing on a platform 8 feet 
high. Another temple of Kuleshwar is situated on a small island in 
the MahanadI. A large annual fair takes place at Rajim, lasting for 
about six weeks in February and March. It is principally a cattle-fair, 
but much iasar silk from Bilaspur is also sold. Rajim is the centre of 
a considerable amount of general trade, principally in lac and myra- 
bolams. It has a primary school. 

Rajkot State. — State in the KathiSwar Political Agency, Bombay, 
lying between 22® 3' and 22® 27' N. and 70® 46' and 71® 9' E., with an 
area of 282 square miles. It is an undulating country, with a stony 
soil watered by several streams, of which the Aji is perennial. The 
climate, though hot in the months of April, May, and October, is 
generally healthy. The annual rainfall averages from 20 to 25 inches. 

Rajkot is an offshoot of Navanagar. The founder of the house was 
Kunwar VibhojI, younger son of AjojI, a great-grandson of Jam Raval. 
In 1807 the ruler executed the usual engagements. The family follows 
the rule of primogeniture in matters of succession, and holds a sanad 
authorizing adoption. The chief is entitled to a .salute of 9 guns, and 
is addressed as Thakur Sahib. 

The population at the last four enumerations was ; (1872) 36,770, 
(i88x) 46,540, (1891) 49,958, and (1901) 49,795. Hindus number 
40,153, Musalmans 6,251, and Jains 3,352. The only town is Rajkot, 
the capital, and there are 60 villages. 

The total area under cultivation is 175 square miles, of which 
14 square miles are irrigated. There is no uniform and fixed revenue 
system in the State, for 28 villages fall under the bhagbatai or share of 
produce system and 3 under the vighoti or cash assessment .system. 
The chief irrigatlonal work is the Lalpuri tank, which supplies 3 square 
miles. Horse-breeding is carried on in a State paddock, contain- 
ing 2 stallions and 30 marcs and costing about Rs. 5,000. Cattle- 



rAjkot rtate 


breeding also receives some attention. The common kinds of grain, 
sugar-cane, and cotton are the principal crops. They are exported from 
Gogha and Jodiya, and to a certain extent by rail from Wadhwan. The 
Jetalsar-Hajkot, Morvi, and Jamnagar Railways pass through the State. 
Carts are the chief means of transport, but pack-bullocks and horses 
are also employed. Cotton and woollen cloth are the principal manu- 
factures, and there is one ginning factory. Exports, consisting chiefly 
of cotton yam, molasses, and hides, were valued at 3 lakhs in r903-4; 
and imports, chiefly timber, cotton, silk, and ivorj', at 10 lakhs. 

The State ranks as a second-class State in Kathiawar. The chief has 
power to try his own subjects for capital offences. The estimated gross 
revenue is 3 lakhs, chiefly derived from land (2 lakhs). A tribute of 
Rs. 21,321 is paid jointly to the British Government and the Nawab 
of Junagarh. The State contains 3 municipalities, and 19 schools with 
a total of 1,875 pupils, of whom 359 are girls. It maintains an armed 
police force of 153 men, of whom 15 are mounted (1905). There are 
two dispensaries affording relief annually to 27,815 patients, and 
a travelling hospital assistant is engaged to carry medical relief to 
outlying villages. In 1903-4 the number of persons vaccinated was 


r,i22. 

Rajkot Town. — Capital of the State of the same name in Kathi- 
awar, Bombay, situated in 22“ 18' N. and 70" 50' E., at the junction 
of the* Bhavnagar-Gondal-Junagarh-Porbandar, the Jamnagar, and the 
Morvi Railways. Population (1901), 36,151, including the civil and 
military stations. Hindus number 25,927, Musalmans 6,637, and Jains 
3,071. Rajkot is the residence of the Agent to the Governor in 
Kathiawar, and contains several central institutions. Among these is 
the Rajkumar College, which owed its inception to the foresight of 
Colonel Keatinge, V.C., Political Agent from 1863 to 1867, and was 
opened by Sir Seymour FitzGerald, Governor of Bombay, in 1870, and 
for many years presided over by the late Mr. Chester MacNaghten. 
This institution provides a suitable education and training not only for 
the sons of chiefs of Kathiawar but also for cadets of other States in 
the Bombay Presidency. The college itself is a fine building in the 
Venetian Gothic style, amply equipped with a gymnasium, a racquet 
court, a rifle range, and a cricket pavilion. The Jubilee Memorial 
Institute, an imposing building consisting of the Connaught Hall, the 
L«ng Library, and the Watson Museum, is situated in a picturesque 
public garden. The Rasulkhanji Hospital for Women and Children, 
built at the expense of the Nawab of JunSgarh, and maintained jointly 
y t e c le s of Kathiawar, is a well-equipped institution in charge of 
a uropean lady doctor. The West Hospital, built conjointly by 
Government and the chiefs of Kathiawar, is a fully equipped hosWl 
in c arge o the Agency Surgeon, who has at his disposal the sen’ices 
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of a qualified Assistant Surgeon and a trained English nurse. The 
Male Training College and the Barton Female Training College arc 
also maintained by the chiefs of Kathiawar. In the military limits 
are a church and a clock-tower, the latter built by the late Jam of 
Jamnagar. In the civil station arc the lines of the Kathiawar Agency 
police, and the Rajkot Central prison. In the neighbourhood are the 
Rajkot State stud farm and dairy, and two large artificial tanks 
which supply Rajkot with water and also irrigate a few square miles of 
country. There is one cotton-ginning factory in Rajkot, but the prin- 
cipal trade is in grain and a local building stone. The river Aji, which 
washes the walls of the town, is spanned by two bridges and an 
aqueduct. The bridge used for foot traffic was built by the late 
Maharaja of Bhaunagar. The high school was attended in 1903-4 by 
293 pupils. The Irish Presbyterian Mission has a central station here. 
The income of the cantonment funds in 1903-4 was Rs. 1,714. 

Rajmachi (or ‘the royal terrace’). — An isolated double-peaked 
fortified hill on the main line of the Western Ghats, in the Maval 
of Voona. District, Bombay, situated in i8“5o'N. and 73‘’24'E., 
about 6 miles north of the Bor Pass. It can be visited from Khandala 
or Lonauli. From the Konkan, thickly wooded at the base, its sides 
rise about 2,000 feet in steep rock slopes which, as they near the crest 
of the hill, grow gradually treeless and bare. Above the crest from 
the flat hill-top towers a rocky neck about 200 feet high w’ith at either 
end a short fortified tower-like head, the inner, Srivardhan (‘luck’s 
increase ’), high and pointed, the outer, Manranjan (‘ heart gladdencr ’), 
lower and flat-topped. A tongue of land about 300 yards broad joins 
Rajmachi to the rough plateau that runs along the crest of the Ghats 
north from Khandala. Across this tongue of land, half a mile from 
the foot of the central hill-top, is a strong stone wall 1 7 feet high and 
8 thick, with a parapet loopholed for musketry, and with bastions at 
intervals pierced for cannon. A wide stretch of tilled land within this 
line of wall ensured the garrison a full supply of grain, grass, and fuel. 
From this upland, at a safe distance from the neighbouring heights, 
the central hill-top rises 300 to 400 feel high, a sheer, black, over- 
hanging cliff crowned by a battlemenled peak, and towards the west 
strengthened by a double line *01 encircling walls. On the crest of 
the neck that joins the two peaks, fronting a small temple of Bhairav, 
stand three old stone lamp-pillars or dtpma/St and two small, quaintly 
carved stone chargers ready saddled and bridled for the god. The 
temple, which is little more than a hut, has three pairs of small, black 
stone images of Bhairav and his wife Jogeshvari, presented, according 
to tradition, by Sivaji, Sahfi, and Baji Rao Peshwa. Srivardhan, the 
eastern and higher fort, less sheer to the south than to the north, is in 
places strengthened by a triple line of wall. On the south side, through 
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the ruined gateway, is reached a chamber cut in the rock, once used 
as a granary or storehouse, and close by is a large rock-cut reservoir. 
On the north, in a narrow' ledge of the steep cliff, hollowed into the 
hill and always sheltered from the sun, is a cistern with an unfailing 
supply of pure water. The inner fortification, with a few ruined 
dwellings, encloses the central peak, ia&gadki or ‘stronghold.’ Man- 
ranjan, the outer hill, less completely protected by nature, is very 
carefully fortified w'ith tw’o high strong lines of wall. The outer line, 
running along the crest of the cliff, encloses some cisterns and reser- 
voirs of cut stone 5 the inner, encircling the flat hill-top, has within 
it the powder magazine, a long, low, tomb-like, roofless building of 
very closely fitting cut stone, and close to it the ruins of the com- 
mandant’s house and a cistern. The western wall commands the 
delightful prospect that gives the fort its name. Below lies the royal 
terrace, wooded and stream-furrowed to the north, bare and well-tilled 


to the west, and to the south laid out in fields with a small lake and 
a shady hamlet of Koll huts. North and south, beyond the plateau, 
stretches the main line of the Western Ghats, their sides rising from 
deep evergreen forests in bare black cliffs, to the rough, thinly wooded, 
part-tilled terrace that extends eastwards into the Deccan plain and 
along the crest, broken by wild, rocky peaks and headlands, from 
Harischandragarh 50 miles to the north to Bhojya 18 miles to the 
south. Westwards stretch outlying spurs and ranges with deep, water- 
worn valleys and steep, well-wooded sides. Far off to the right rise 
Mahuli, Gotaura, TungSr, and the Salsette hills ; in front, beyond the 
long flat backs of Matheran and Prabal, lie the harbour, island, and 
city of Bombay ; and to the left sweeps the long range of hills that 
passes by NSgothna and Sagargarh from the Western Ghats to the 
extreme west of Allbag. 

The first notice of Rajmachi is in 1648, when it was taken by 
bivaji. In 1713 the fort surrendered to Angria, and was ceded by him 
m 1730 to the second Peshwa Baji Rao (1721-40). In 1776 the 
impostor Sadoba, a Kanaujia Brahman who called himself Sadashiv Rao 
^nau, took the greater part of the Konkan and came to the Bor Pass. 

rpppLpH "ff ^ but eventually carried the Pass, and 

received offers of submission from Rajmachi. The Poona ministers 

un^LwnT?? o" ''-ith pretended overtures of submission, 

hold nf ^ - ® him in the neighbour- 

his force to the Konkin. In 

PaSiTs subdivision of the Santal 

8^'ld I?.,'?**'’- r* “■*’ «' “5° ■*' N- ‘■"i 

division contalL^^ '^’he sub- 

contains a narrow strip of alluvial soil along the banks of the 
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Ganges, which forms its eastern boundary, but the greater part is hilly 
country stretching southwards from Sahibganj. The population in 1901 
was 276,703, compared with 276,395 in 1891, the density being 373 
persons per square mile. It contains one town, Sahibganj (population, 
7>55S)i important centre of trade; and 1,292 villages, of which 
Rajmahal is the head-quartera. A large part of the Daman-i*koh 
Government estate lies within the subdivision. 

Rajmahal Hills. — Hilly tract in the Santal Parganas District of 
Bengal, lying between 24® 30' and 25® r 5' N. and 8 7® 2 r ' and 87® 49' E., 
and estimated to cover an area of 1,366 square miles. The height 
nowhere e.\ceeds 2,000 feet above sea-level, and the average elevation 
is considerably less. Among the highest ridges are Mori and Sund- 
garsa. The narrow valleys in these hills belong to the Government 
estate known as the Daman-i-koh, which extends 24 miles north and 
south, with an average width of 5 miles, and is surrounded by hills on 
every side. The Rajmahal Hills were long regarded as a continuation 
of the Vindhyan range of Central India; but Mr. V. Ball, of the 
Geological Survey, after a detailed examination of these hills, came to 
the conclusion that they form an isolated group, the north-eastern 
extremity of which constitutes the turning-point of the Ganges. The 
Rajmahal Hills consist of overflowing basaltic trap of comparatively 
recent date, resting upon coal measures and metamorphic rocks of 
gneissose character, forming part of the Ivower Gondwana system. 
The hills leave only a narrow passage between their northern flank 
and the Ganges channel; and in Mughal times this pass, known as 
Teliagarhi, was of great strategic importance, and was defended by 
a large stone fort, the ruins of which are still to be seen. The loop- 
line of the East Indian Railway follows this route. The hills arc 
inhabited by the Paharia races, who are described in the article on the 
Santal Pauganas. A peculiar feature of these hills is the chain of 
level plateaux which are found upon the crests of the ridges. Upon 
these small plateaux the Paharias have built their houses ; and they 
are cultivated with the ordinary plains crops, millets, sargitja {Giiizoiia 
oleifera), pulses and even rice covering the hill-tops, while mangoes, 
jack-fruit trees, and palm trees thrive luxuriantly. The approach from 
the plains below to each plateau is jealously guarded by a steep ladder 
of boulders. The slopes of the hills yield large quantities of bamboos 
and firewood, and spiked millet is grown in patches every'where. 
A large trade has recently sprung up in sabai grass {Ischaeinum attgusH- 
fohu»i)t which is grown in the hills near Sahibganj, where it is baled 
and dispatched by rail to the paper-mills in the neighbourhood of 
Calcutta. 

Rajmahal Village. — Head-quarters of the subdivision of the same 
name in the Santal Parganas District, Bengal, situated in 2 5®. 3' N. 
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and 87° so' E., on the right bank of the Ganges. Rajmahal is now 
a mere collection of mud huts, interspersed wth a few respectable 
houses. The ruins of the old Muhammadan city, buried in rank 
jungle, extend for about 4 miles to the west of the modern village. 
After his return from the conquest of Orissa in 1592, Man Singh, 
Akbar’s Rajput general, selected Rajmahal (formerly Agmahal) as the 
capital of Bengal on account of its central position with respect to that 
Province and to Bihar, and because it commanded the Ganges and 
the pass of Teliagarhi. The chief antiquities of Rajmahal are the 
jama Masjid of Man Singh, the palaces of Sultan Shuja and Mfr 
Kasim All, Nawab of Bengal, the Phulbari or flower garden, and 
numerous mosques and monuments. In the beginning of the nine- 
teenth century Dr. Buchanan-Hamilton estimated that the town con- 
tained from 25,000 to 50,000 persons. In the Census of 1901 the 
population was returned at 2,047. i860, when the loop-line of the 

East Indian Railway was opened to Rajmahal, an arm of the Ganges 
ran immediately under the station, forming a navigable channel for 
steamers and boats of all sizes. In 1863-4 nver abandoned this 
channel, leaving an alluvial bank in its place. Rajmahal was till 1879 
3 miles distant from the main stream of the Ganges, and could be 
approached by large boats only during the rains. In that year the 
Ganges returned to its old bed, but in 1882 it showed indications 
of again deserting it. In consequence of these changes the bulk of 
trade has been transferred to Sahibgonj, though Rajmahal still retains 
the local traffic across the Ganges \ «>i Miilda District. 

Rajnagar Town. — Head-quarters of a pargana of the same name 
in the State of Udaipur, Rajputana, situated in 25® 4' N. and 73° 52' E., 
about 36 miles north by north-east of Udaipur city, and about a mile 
to the west of the lake allied Raj Saniand. Population (1901), 2,311. 
The town was founded by, and named after, Rana Raj Singh in the 
latter half of the seventeenth century. It contains a primary school 
attended by about 30 boys, and the marble quarries in the neighbour- 
hood are famous. 

Rajnagar Village (or Nagar). — Village in the head-quarters sub- 
division of Birbhum District, Bengal, situated in 23° 57' N. and 87® 
^ E. Population (1901), 3,845. Rajnagar was the capital of the 
Hindu princes of Birbhum prior to the conquest of Bengal by the 
Muhammadans in 1203. In 1244 it was plundered by the Oriyas. 

Im site is now covered with crumbling houses, mouldering mosques, 
and weed-choked tanks ; the ancestral palace of its Rajas has fallen 
into rums. North of the town and buried in dense jungle are the 
remains of an ancient mud fort, said to have been built in the 
mghteenth century as a defence against the Marathas. The famous 

agar wa or entrenchment, extending in an irregular and broken line 
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around the town for a distance of 32 miles, is now rapidly decaying. 
The ghats or gateways have long ceased to be capable of defence, and 
many parts of the wall have been washed almost level with the ground 
by the annual rains. The place is locally famous for its mangoes. 

[Archaeo/ogicat Sufvey Reports^ vol. viii, pp. 146-7.] 

Raj'Nandgaon State. — Native State in the Central Provinces. See 
Nandgaon. 

Raj'Nandgaon Town. — Capital of the Nandgaon Feudatory State, 
Central Provinces, situated in 21® 5' N. and 81° 3' jE., with a station 
on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, 666 miles from Bombay. Population 
(1901), r 1,094, The large group of buildings forming the Raja’s 
palace covers more than five acres of land, surrounded by a garden 
with a maze. Another large and handsome garden contains a guest- 
house for European visitors and a menagerie. The affairs of the town 
are managed by a municipal committee, whose receipts average about 
Rs. 33,000. The water-supply is obtained from the Seonath river, 
2^- miles distant. Filtration wells have been sunk in the river, and 
water is pumped into a service reservoir in the town. The works were 
opened in 1894 and cost 1*25 lakhs. Riij-Nandgaon is the centre of 
trade for the surrounding area. The principal exports are grain and 
oilseeds. The Bengal-Nagpur Spinning and IVeaving Mills were 
opened in 1894, with a capital of 6 lakhs, a large portion of which was 
contributed by the chief. They contain 208 looms and r5,r76 .spindles, 
employ 1,112 operatives, and produced 34,975 cwt. of yarn and 7,468 
cwt. of cloth in 1904. A cotton-ginning factory is under construction. 
A station of the American Pentecostal Mission has been established in 
the town. Raj-Nandgaon possesses an English middle school with 
88 pupils, a girls’ school, three other schools, and a dispensary. 

Rajpar.— Petty State in Rewa Kantiia, Bombay. 

Rajpara (r). — Petty State in the Gohelwar Prant, Kathiawar, 
Bombay. See Katiiiawak. 

Rajpara (2). — Petty Slate in the Halar PrSnt, Kathimvfir, Bombay. 
See Kathiawar. 

Rajpipla.— State in the Political Agency of Rewa Kantha, Bombay, 
lying between 21® 23' and 21® 59' N. and 73® 5' and 74® E., with an 
area of 1,517,^ square miles. It is bounded on the north by the Nar- 
bada river and the Mehwasi estates of Rewa Kantha ; on the east by 
the Mehwasi estates of the District of Khandesh ; on the south by the 
State of Baroda and Surat District; and on the west by Broach 
District. Its extreme length from north to south is 42 miles, and its 
extreme breadth from east to west 60 miles. 

Two-thirds of the Slate are occupied by a continuation of the 
Satpura range, known as the RajpTpla hills, now’here exceeding 3,000 
feet in height above the sea, which form the watershed between the 
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Narbada and Tapti rivers. Towards the ’ west the hills gradually 
subside into gentle undulations. The principal rivers of Rajpipla are 
the Narbada, skirting the territory north and west for nearly a hundred 
miles ; and the Karjan, which rises in the hills of the mnchal pargam, 
and, flooring north into the Narbada, divides the State into two equal 
portions. The signs of disturbance in the lines of trap and the great 
number of dikes seem to show that Rajpipla was, during the time 
when trap rocks were poured out, a great centre of volcanic action. 
Except in the rich western lands, the whole of the State is covered with 
trees, the chief being teak, black-wood, and k/iatr. The climate is 
exceedingly unhealthy, malarial fever being prevalent from September 
to February. The rainfall in 1903-4 was 46 inches. 

The family of the Rajpipla chief is said to derive its origin from one 
Chokaiana, son of Saidawat, Raja of Ujjain, a Rajput of the Paramara 
tribe, who, having quarrelled with his father, left his own country and 
established himself in the village of Pipla, in the most inaccessible part 
of the hills to the west of the modern town of Nandod. The only 
daughter of Chokarana married Moker or Mokheraj, a Rajput of the 
Gohel tribe, who resided in the island of Premgar or Piram in the Gulf 
of Cambay. Mokheraj had by her two sons, Dungarjl and Gcmar- 
singhjl. The former founded Bhaunagar and the latter .succeeded 
ChokarSna. Since that time (about 1470) the Gohel dynasty has ruled 
in Rajpipla. The Musalman kings of Ahmadabad had before this 
taken an agreement from the Raja to furnish 1,000 foot-soldiers and 
300 horsemen j and the agreement remained in force until Akbar took 
Gujarat in 1573, when he imposed a tribute of Rs. 35,550 on the 
country in lieu of the contingent. This was paid until the end of 
the reign of Aurangzeb (1707), when, the imperial authority declining, 
the payments became irregular, and, if opportunity favoured, were 
altogether evaded. Subsequent to the overthrow of the Muhammadan 
authority, Damajl Gaikwar, in the latter part of the eighteenth century, 
succeeded in securing a half-share of four of the most fertile sub- 
divisions of the territory. These were aftenvards released at the cost 
of an annual payment of Rs. 40,000 to the Gaikwar, and this sum later 
on rvas raised to Rs. 92,000. Such rapid and frequent encroachments 
on the State and internal quarrels led to the intervention of the British 
Government. About the close of 182 r, of two disputants, the rightful 
claimant Verisaljl was placed on the throne by the British. Under the 
settlement made in 1823 the State pays an annual tribute of Rs. 50,001 
to the Gaikwar, on the understanding that a remission shall be granted 
in seasons of natural calamity. The State, owing to mismanagement, 
was placed in the year 1884 under the joint administration of an officer 
of the British Government and the Raja. From 1887 to 1897 the 
administration was entrusted solely to a British officer. The chief, 
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who bears the title of Maharana, is entitled to a salute of ii guns and 
holds a sanad authorizing adoption. The succession follows the rule 
of primogeniture. 

The population at the last four enumerations was: (1872) 120,036, 
(1881) 114,756, (1891) 171, 771, and (1901) 117,17s, the decrease 
during the last decade being due to the great famine of 1 899-1 900. The 
population is distributed between one town, Nandod, tbe capital of the 
State, and 651 villages, the density being 77 persons per square mile. 
Hindus number 94,865, Musalmans 5,636, and Animists 16,075. "The 
latter are chiefly Bhils. 

Of the total area 33 per cent, is cultivable, and 243 square miles 
were actually cultivated in 1903-4. Cotton is the most important 
crop, occupying 53 square miles ; while jotvar occupied 43, Idji'a 29, 
rice 25, and kodra 20 square miles. In the rich alluvial soil in the 
north and north-west and in the favoured patches in the west, 
castor-oil, millet, cotton, gram, and rice are grown. Experiments for 
introducing Egyptian cotton are in progress. Among the hills and 
forests, where Bhils are the only husbandmen, the chief crops are /;/?*, 
coarse rice, kodra^ banii^ and bavfa. The four last are the Bhils’ chief 
diet, though, unless three or four times washed, the kodra is slightly 
poLSonous, causing giddiness and faintness. Almost all hill crops are 
grown in scattered forest clearings. The tract covered by forests 
is about two-thirds of the whole area, including 409 square miles of 
‘ reserved ’ forest. In the south there are valuable teak forests. Car- 
nelian mines are worked at the foot of a hill near Ratanpur, a village 
about 14 miles from the city of Broach, where the Marathas gained 
a victory over the Mughals in 1705. Iron of good quality used to be 
manufactured in the .same locality, and ahik stones are exported to 
Cambay for the manufacture of agate work. A soft stone found in 
a village in the Vadia taluka is fa.shioned into grindstones and mortars 
for export. The State contains two cotton-ginning factories. The 
Bhils and other forest tribes make bamboo matting and baskets for 
sale j otherwise there are no industries of any description. The chief 
article of trade is teak from the forests. MaJuid and se.samum are 
largely exported, and nearly all the cotton grown in the Stale is sent to 
Bombay. A railway, constructed at a cost of 13 lakhs, and opened in 
1899, connects Nandod with Anklesvar. Its total length in 1903-4 
was 235 miles, and it yielded a net profit of Rs. 1 1,641. In 1899-1902 
the State suffered severely from famine, due to .short rainfall and the 
ravages of rats. Nearly 9 lakhs was spent on famine relief on this 
occasion. 

For administrative purposes the lands of the State are distributed in 
parganas^ each under a fkanaddr, with considerable’ revenue, police, 
and magisterial powers. The chief has power to try, for capital 
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offences, without the permission of the Political Agent, any person 
except British subjects. The income of the State in 1903-4 was 87 
lakhs, including receipts from land, forests, and excise. More than 
Rs. 70,000 is annually spent on public works. The forms of assess- 
ment levied are the hoe {kodalt), or the billhook (</(?/««//) cess (vary- 
ing from 8 annas to 2 rupees) ; a plough tax {halbandi), levied on each 
plough (varying according to the status of the cultivator from Rs. 5 to 
Rs. 19) j and Mghotis, or acre rates (ranging from 4^ annas to Rs. 25). 
Of the total area, 437 square miles have been surv'eyed. There is 
a municipality at Nandod under State management. The chief main- 
tains a military force of in men, horse and foot, and 239 police. The 
State contained in 1903—4 one high school and 81 primary schools, of 
which 5 were for girls. I'he boyis’ schools were attended by 3,417 
pupils and the girls’ schools by 607. One hospital and five dispen- 
saries and the Nandod jail infirmary cost Rs. 16,000, and treated 
38,100 patients in 1903-4. In the same year 3,280 persons were 
vaccinated. Nandod contains a veterinary hospital. 

Rajpur State.— Petty State in Kathiawar, Bombay. 

Rajpur Town (i). — ^Town in the head-quarters subdivision of the 
District of the Trventy-four Parganas, Bengal, situated in 22® 26' N. 
and 88“ 25' E., 1 1 miles south of Calcutta. Population (1901), 10,713. 
Rajpur was constituted a municipality in 1876. The income during 
the decade ending 1901-2 averaged Rs. 8,400, and the expenditure 
Rs. 8,200. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 10,000, half of which was 
derived from a tax on persons (or property tax) ; and the expenditure 
was Rs. 12,000. 

Rajpur Town (2). — Town inDehra Dun District, United Prorinces, 
situated in 30“ 24' N. and 78“ 6' E., at the foot of the Himalayas on 
the main road to Mussoorie, 7 miles from that place and 7 miles 
from Dehra. Population (1901), 2,900. The place is chiefly of im- 
portance as a stage on the journey to Mussoorie, and it is administered 
under Act XX of 1856. Pure drinking-water is supplied through pipes 
from the mountains. There are three hotels, a police station, a post 
office, and a dispensary. In 1902 a small glass factory’ was opened 
here. ^ Glass is made from quartz, limestone, and soda, the two first 
materials being found in the neighbourhood. Four European work- 
men and forty-four natives were employed in 1903. 

Rajpura. — Head-quarters tah^l of the Pinjaur nizdmai, Patiala 
State, Punjab, lying between 30” 22' and 30“ 36' N. and 76“ 33' and 
7® 49 E., with an area of 141 square miles. The population in 1901 
5SiU7» compared with 59»®o7 i*' 1891. The fabsf/ contains 146 
villages, of which Rajpura is the head-quarters. The land revenue and 
cesses in 1903-4 amounted to 1.9 lakhs. 

Rajputana ('the country of the Rajputs’; also called Rajasthan or 
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Rajwsira, ‘ the abode of the princes ’). — In the administrative nomen- 
clature of the Indian Empire, Rajputana is the name of a great terri- 
torial circle which includes eighteen Native States and hvo chiefships, 
together with the small British Prornnce of Ajmer-Men.vara. 

These territories lie between 23® 3' and 30® 12' N. and 69° 30' and 
78“ 17' E., with a total area of about 130,462 square miles. Included 
in the latter figure are the areas of Ajmer-Merwara (2,711 square 
miles), w'hich, being British territory, has, for Census and Gazetteer 
purposes, been treated as a separate Province ; the two detached 
districts of Gangapur (about 26 square miles) and Nandwas (about 36 
square miles), which belong respectively to the Gwalior and Indore 
Darbars, but, being surrounded by the Udaipur State, form an integral 
part of Rajputana; and, lastl)', about 210 square miles of disputed 
lands. On the other hand, the areas of lands held by chiefs of Rajput- 
ana outside the territorial limits have been excluded, notably the three 
Tonk districts in Central India (about 1,439 square miles). 

As traced on the map, Rajputana is an irregular rhomb, its salient 
angles to the north, west, south, and east respectively being joined by 
the extreme outer boundary lines of the States of Bikaner, Jaisalmer, 
Banswara, and Dholpur. 

It is bounded on the west by the province of Sind ; on the north- 
west by the Punjab State of Bahawalpur; and on the north and 
north-east by the Punjab. Its eastern frontier marches, first with the 
United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, and next with Gwalior, while its 
southern boundary runs across the central region of India in an irregu- 
lar zigzag line, separating it from a number of other Native States in 
Central India and the Bombay Presidency, and marking off generally 
the northern extension of that great belt of territory subject, directly or 
indirectly, to the Maratha powers — Sindhia, Holkar, and the Gaikwar 
of Baroda. • 

It may be useful to give roughly the geographical position of the 
several States within this area. Jaisalmer, Jodhpur (or Marwar), and 
Bikaner form a homogeneous group in the west and north, ^ while 
a tract called ShekhaAvati (subject to Jaipur) and Alwar are in the 
north-east. Jaipur, Bharatpur, Dholpur, Karauli, BQndi, Kotah, and 
JhalaAvar may be grouped together as the eastern and south-eastern 
States. Those in the south are Partabgarh, Banswara, Dflngarpur, and 
Udaipur (or Mewar), with Sirohi in the south-Avest. In the centre lie 
the British Province of Ajmer-Merwara, the Kishangarh State, the chief- 
ships of Shahpura and LaAva, and parts of Tonk. The last State con- 
sists of six isolated districts (three of AA’hich are, as already stated, in 
Central India), and cannot be said to fall into any one of these rough 
geographical groups. 

The AravalH Hills intersect the country almost from end to end 
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by a line running nearly north-east and south-west, and about three- 
fifths of Rajputana lie north-west of this line, leaving two-fifths on the 
south-east. The heights of Mount Abu are close to 
Physical south-western extremity of the range, while its 

aspects. north-eastern end may be said to terminate near 
Khetri in the Shekhawati country, though detached hills are traceable 
almost as far as Delhi. 

There are thus two main divisions : namely, that north-west, and 
that south-east, of the Aravallis. The former stretches, from Sind on 
the west, northward along the southern Punjab frontier to near Delhi 
on the north-east. As a whole, this tract is sandy, ill-watered, and 
unproductive, but improves gradually from a mere desert in the far 
west and north-west to comparatively fertile and habitable lands to- 
wards the north-east. The ‘ great desert,' forming the whole of the 
Rajputana-Sind frontier, extends from the edge of the Rann of Cutch 
beyond the Lflni river northward ; and between it and what has been 
called the ‘ little desert ’ on the east is a zone of less absolutely sterile 
country, consisting of rocky land cut up by limestone ridges, which to 
some degree protect it from the desert sands. The ‘ little desert’ runs 
up from the Lilni river between Jaisalmer and Jodhpur into the 
northern wastes. The character of this region is the same everywhere. 
It is covered by sand-hills, shaped generally in long straight ridges, 
which seldom meet, but run in parallel lines, separated by short and 
fairly regular intervals, resembling the ripple-marks on a sea-shore upon 
a magnified scale. Some of these ridges may be two miles long, 
varying from 50 to roo feet, or even more, in height 5 their sides are 
scored by water, and at a distance they look like substantial low hills. 
Their summits are blown into wave-like curves by the action of the 
periodical westerly winds ; they are sparsely clothed with stunted 
shrubs and tufts of coarse grass in the dry season, while the light rains 
cover them with vegetation. The villages within the desert, though 
always known by local names, cannot be reckoned as fixed habitations, 
for their permanence depends entirely on the supply of water in the 
wells, which is constantly failing or turning brackish ; and as soon as 
the water gives out, the village must shift. A little water is collected 
in small tanks or pools, which become dry before the stress of the heat 
begins, and in places there are long marshes impregnated with salt. 
This is the character, with more or less variation, of the whole north 
and north-west of Rajputana. The cultivation is everywhere poor and 
precarious, though certain parts have a better soil than others, and 
some tracts are comparatively productive. Along the base of the 
Aravalli range from Abu north-east towards Ajmer, the submontane 
region lying immediately under the abrupt northern slopes and absorb- 
ing their drainage is well cultivated, where it is not covered by ’jungle, 
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up to the Luni j but north-west of this river the surface streams are 
mere rain gutters, the water in the wells sinks lower and lower, and 
the cultivation becomes poorer and more patchy as the scanty loam 
shades off into the sandy waste. As the Aravallis approach Ajmer, 
,tlie continuous chain breaks up into separate hills and sets of hills. 
Here is the midland country of Rajputana, with the city of Ajmer 
standing among the scattered hills upon the highest level of an open 
table-land, which spreads eastward towards Jaipur and slopes by 
degrees to all points of the compass. From Ajmer the Aravallis trend 
north-eastward, never reuniting into a chain but still serving to divide 
roughly, though less distinctly, the sandy country on the north and 
west from the kindlier soil on the south and east. 

The second main division of Rajputana, south-east of the Aravallis, 
contains the higher and more fertile regions. It may be defined by 
a line starting from near Abu and sweeping round first south-eastward, 
and then eastward, along the northern frontiers of Gujanat and Malwa. 
Where it meets Gwalior, it turns northward, and eventually runs along 
the Chambal until that river enters the United Provinces ; it then skirts 
the British possessions in the basin of the Jumna as it goes north past 
Agra and Muttra up to the neighbourhood of Delhi. In contrast to 
the sandy plains which are the uniform feature, more or less modified, 
of the north-Avest, this south-eastern division has a verj» diversified 
character. It contains extensive hill ranges and long stretches of rocky 
wold and woodland j it is traversed by considerable rivers, and in many 
parts there are Avide vales, fertile table-lands, and great breadths of 
excellent soil. Behind the loftiest and most clearly defined section 
of the Anavallis, Avhich runs betAA'ecn Abu and Ajmer, lies the Udaipur 
(MeAA'ar) country, occupying all the eastern flank of the range, at a level 
800 or 900 feet higher than the plains on the AA'est. And Avhereas the 
descent of the \s’cstern slopes is abrupt towards Marwar, on the eastern 
or Mewar side the land falls \’ery gradually as it recedes from the long 
parallel ridges which mark the Avater-parting, through a country full of 
high hills and deep gullies, much broken up by irregular rocky emi- 
nences, until it spreads out and settles down into the open champaign of 
the centre of Udaipur. Towards the south-Avestern corner of that State, 
the broken country behind the Aravallis is prolonged farthest into the 
interior ; and the outskirts of the main range do not subside into level 
tracts, but become a confused netAvork of outlying hills and A'alleys, 
covered for the most part Avith jungle. This is the peculiar region 
knoAvn as the Hilly Tracts of Mewar. All the south-east of Rajputana 
is Avatered by the drainage of the Vindhyas, carried north-eastAvard by 
the Banas and Chambal rivers. To the north of the toAvn of Jhalra- 
patan, the country rises by a very distinct slope to the level of a 
remarkable plateau called the Pathar, upon Avhich lies a good deal 
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of the territory of the Kotah and Bundi States. The surface of this 
table-land is very diversified, consisting of wide uplands, more . or less 
stony, broad depressions, or level spaces containing deep black culti- 
rable soil between hills wth rugged and irregular summits, sometimes 
barren and sometimes covered with vegetation. To the east the plateau 
falls very gradually to the Gwalior country and the catchment of the 
Betwa river ; and to the north-east there is a very rugged region along 
the frontier line of the Chambal in the Karauli State, while farther 
northw’ard the country smooths down and opens out towards the 
Bharatpur territory, whose flat plains belong to the alluvial basin of the 
Jumna. 

Of mountains and hill ranges, the Aravau.is are by far the most 
important. Mount Abu belongs by position to these hills, and its 
principal peak, 5,650 feet above the sea, is the highest point between 
the Himala3'as and the Nllgiris. The other ranges, though numerous, 
are comparatively insignificant. The cities of Alwar and Jaipur lie 
among groups of hills more or less connected j and in the Bharatpur 
State is a range of some local importance, the highest peak being 
Allpur, 1,357 feet above sea-level. South of these are the Karauli 
hills, whose greatest height nowhere exceeds 1,600 feet; and to the 
south-west is a low but very well-defined range, running from Mandal- 
garh in Udaipur north-east across the BQndi territory to near Indar- 
garh in Kotah. These hills present a clear scarp for about 25 miles on 
their south-eastern face, and give very fetv openings for roads, the be-St 
pass being that in which lies the town of Bfindi, whence they are called 
the Bundi hills. The MuKANDtVARA range runs across the south- 
western districts of Kotah from the Chambal to beyond Jhalrap 5 tan, 
and has a curious double formation of two separate ridges. No other 
definite ranges are worth mention ; but it will be understood that the 
whole of Rajputana, excepting only the sandy deserts, is studded with 
occasional hills and isolated crags, and even so far as the south-west of 
the Jodhpur State, near Barmer, there are two which exceed 2,000 feet. 
All the southern States are more or less hilly, especially Banswara, 
Dungarpur, and the southernmost tracts of Mewar, 

In the north-western division of Rajputana the only river of any 
consequence is the Luni, which rises in the Pushkar valley close to 
Ajmer and flows west bj' south-west for about 200 miles into the Rann 
of Cutch. The Ghaggar once flowed through the northern part of the 
Bikaner State, but now rarely reaches more than a mile or two w’est of 
the town of Hanumangarh. Its water is, however, utilized for irrigation 
purposes by means of two canals, which were constructed in 1897 at 
the joint expense of the Government of India and the Bikaner Darbar. 
The south-eastern division has a river system of importance. The 
Chambal is by far tbe largest river in Rajputana, flowing through the 
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Province for about one-third of its course, and forming its boundary for 
another third. Its principal tributaries are the Kali Sind, the Par- 
DATi, and the Banas. The last, which is next in importance to the 
Chambal, is throughout its length of 300 miles a river of Rajputana. 
It rises in the Aravallis near the fort of Kiimbhalgarh, and collects all 
the drainage of the south-eastern slopes of those hills, as well as of the 
MewSr plateau ; its principal tributaries are the Berach, Kothari, Khari, 
Mashi, Dhil, and Morel. Farther to the north is the Banganga, 
which, rising in Jaipur, flows generally east through Bharatpur and 
Dholpur into the District of Agra, where, after a course of about 
235 miles, it joins the Jumna. The MahI, a considerable river in 
Gujarat, runs for some distance through Banswara and along the border 
of Dungarpur in the extreme south, but it neither begins nor ends 
within Rajputana. 

There are no natural fresh-water lakes, the only considerable basin 
being the well-known* salt lake at Sambhar. There are, however, 
numerous artifleial sheets of water, many of which are large, throughout 
the eastern half of the Province, more particularly in the Jaipur State. 
The oldest and most famous are, however, to be found in Mewar ; 
namely, the Dhebar Lake, the Raj Samand at Kankroli, and the 
Pichola lake at Udaipur city. 

Rajputana may be divided into two geological regions : namely, the 
eastern half including the ArUvallis, and the western half. The ArSvalli 
range, as it exists at present, is but the wreck of what must have been 
in former days a lofty chain of mountains, reduced to its present dimen- 
sions by subaerial denudation; and its upheaval dates back to very 
early geological times, when the sandstones of the Vindhyan system, 
the age of which is not clearly established but is probably not later 
than Lower Palaeozoic, were being deposited. The older rocks com- 
posing it are all of crystalline types, like the transition or Dharwar 
series of Southern India, and comprise gneisses and schists, with bands 
of crystalline limestone, slates, and quartzites. I’hese have been 
divided into two systems, of which the lower, known as the Aravalli 
system, includes the gneisses, schists, and most of the slates. All these 
rocks have been greatly crushed and disturbed, and are thrown into 
sharp folds running in a direction parallel to the trend of the range ; 
they are traversed by numerous dikes of intrusive granite, as well as of 
basic igneous rock. Of the gneiss but little is known, and it is doubtful 
whether any older than the transition scries occurs in the range. Cal- 
careous bands are of common occurrence among the schists, and, where 
they are in contact with veins of intrusive granite, have been altered 
into a pure w'hite crystalline marble, which is extensively quarried in 
several localities. The most famous of these quarries are at Makkana. 
The slates at the northern end of the range arc largely used for roofing 
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purposes, and the copper and cobalt mines of Khetri are situated in 
the Aravalli schists, but have not been worked for many years. Over 
the schists and slates just described comes a series of slates, limestones, 
and quartisites, known as the Delhi system. The lower portion, con- 
sisting of slates and limestones, was formerly known as the Raialo 
group, and the upper portion (quartzites) is called the Alwar group; 
the latter, however, frequently overlaps the former and rests directly 
on the Aravalli schists and slates. In the Bayana hills in Bharatpur 
the Alwar group has been divided as follows : — 

(s) Wer quartzites and conglomerates. 

(4) Damdama quartzites and conglomerates. 

(3) Bayana white quartzite and conglomerates. 

(2) Badalgarh quartzite and shale. 

(i) Nithahar quartzite and bedded trap. 

These groups are all separated bj' slight unconformities of denuda- 
tion and overlap, but the distinctions appear to be quite local. All the 
groups vary much in thickness, and are completely superseded near 
Nithahar by the Wer quartzites, which rest directly on the- schists. 
Copper has been mined in the quartzites at Singhana near Khetri, and 
lead at the Taragarh hill close to Ajmer city. Vindhyan rocks of both 
the lower and upper dinsions of that system are found east of the 
Aravalli range, their north-western limit being a line of hills running 
from Fatehpur Sikri south-west to near Chitor, and then south and 
south-east. The lower division consists of conglomerates at the base, 
formed of pebbles derived from the quartzites and schists, followed by 
red shales, sandstones, and limestones, while the upper division con- 
tains red false-bedded and ripple-marked sandstones, with bands of 
pebbles, and forms a plateau e.\tending east beyond the limits of 
Rtljputana. The only rocks on the eastern side of the Aravallis that 
are of later date than the Vindhyans are of igneous origin, belonging to 
the great outburst of Deccan trap which covers so large a portion of 
Central India. They are found in the extreme south-east, south of 
a line drawn from Nimach to Jhalrapatan, and conceal all the older 
formations beneath them. 

West of the Aravallis are a few outliers of Lower Vindhyan rocks, 
resting unconformably upon the transition quartzites and slates, while 
in the low country to the north-west are large expanses of sandstones 
which are considered to belong to the Upper portion of this system. 
In the Jodhpur State numerous bare rocky hills rise from among the 
sand-dunes, consisting for the most part of volcanic rocks, rhyolites, 
and granites. The rhyolites, called the Mallani series from the district 
in which they were first found, are poured out upon an ancient land- 
surface formed of the Aravalli schists, but actual contacts between the 
two are very rare. They are pierced by dikes and bosses of granite of 



PHYSICAL ASPECTS Sg 

two varieties, one containing hornblende but no mica (Siwana granite), 
and the other both hornblende and mica (Jalor granite), and are also 
traversed by numerous basic igneous rocks having the composition of 
olivine, dolerite, or diabase. In the desert a sequence of rocks newer 
than the Vindhyans is found. The oldest are boulder beds of glacial 
origin occurring at Bap in Jaisalmer, where they rest on Vindhyan 
limestones, and they are considered to represent the Talcher beds at 
the base of the Gondwana system. A similar boulder bed occurs at 
Pokaran in Jodhpur, also resting upon a glaciated surface of older rock ; 
but there is some doubt as to the relations of this bed to the Vindhyan 
sandstones, and it may be older than Talcher. 

Farther to the west, in Jaisalmer territory, is a series of Jurassic 
rocks divided into the following fi^e groups: — 

(5) Abur group. — Sandstones, shales, and fossiliferous limestones ; 
the latter are buff-coloured, but weather red, and abound in yellow 
ammonites. 

(4) Parihar group. — Soft, white felspathic sandstones, weathering 
into a clean, sugary sand, and largely composed of fragments of 
transparent quartz. 

(3) Bidesar group.~Purplish and reddish sandstones, with thin 
layers of black vitreous ferruginous sandstone. 

(2) Jaisalmer group.— Thick bands of compact buff and light brown 
limestone, interstratified with grey, brown, and blackish sandstone, with 
some conglomerate. 

(i) Lathi (or Banner ?) group. — White, grey, and brown sandstones, 
interstratified with numerous bands of hard black and brown ferruginous 
sandstones and grit. Towards the base are some soft argillaceous sand- 
stones streaked and blotched with purple. Fragmentary plant remains 
and pieces of dicotyledonous wood have been found. 

At Barmer in Jodhpur, there arc some patches of sandstone and 
conglomerates, resting upon the Mallani lava-flows and considered to 
represent the Lathi group ; but they are quite isolated and their position 
in the series is somewhat doubtful. To the north-west of Jaisalmer 
town, and near Gajner in Bikaner, there is a considerable area of Lower 
Tertiary (Nummulitic) rocks. The deep wells that are necessary for 
reaching water in this desert also reveal their presence beneath the 
sand, and in some of these wells near Bikaner coal has been discovered 
interstratified w'ith the Nummulitic beds*, layers of unctuous clay 
or fuller's earth are also found at several localities in this formation, 
and ,the clay is exported under the name of imiltani milti. The more 
recent deposits of the Rajputana desert consist of calcareous conglo- 
merates, which are found in the larger river basins and denote a period 
when the flow of water w’as much greater than at present 3 blown sand, 
’ limrdSf Gfological Survey of Ittdia, vol. xxx, pail iii (1897), pp. 122-5. 
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and calcareous limestone or kankar. The sand>dunes arc all of the 
transverse type ; i.e. they have their longer axes at right angles to the 
direction of the prevailing south-west wind. Tlie sand contains large 
quantities of the calcareous casts of foraminifera, and it is by the solu- 
tion of these that the beds of kankar arc formed. The sand also 
contains salt, which is leached out by occasional rains and collects in 
depressions as at Pachbhadra in Jodhpur and the Sambhar I^kc. 

The most prominent constituent of the vegetation of Rajputana is 
the scrub jungle which shows forth, rather than conceals, the arid naked- 
ness of the land. The scrub consists largely of species of Cafi^aris, 
Zkypkus, TamariXf Gre7oia, with such plants as Buehanauia latifolta, 
Cassia aurieulata, Woodfordia floribunda^ Castaria tomentosa^ Biospy ros 
tiionfana, Catoiropis procera, and Clerodendron phtdmoides. West of 
the Arar-alli Hills two cactaceous looking spurges, Euphorbia Royleana 
and E, neriifolia, are common, but less so east of that range. Towards 
the western frontier occur Tccoma undulata and Acacia Jacqumontii, 
and plants which are characteristic of the arid regions, such as Tamarix 
artiadaia and Myricaria sermanica. BalatiiUs Roxburghii, Bahama- 
dendron Muku/, and A/hagi maurorum are also very common in Western 
Rajputana. Farther west the scrub becomes more and nmre stunted, 
spiny, and ferocious in its aspect, until it merges into the desert tracts 
of Sind. Trees form quite a sccondar)’ feature of the vegetation amidst 
the ubiquitous scrub. Among the more common indigenous trees, 
which grow both cast and west of the Anlvallis, arc Slerculia urens, 
Prosopis spicigera, Diehrostachys cinma, Acacia leucophloca, Attogeissus 
pendula, and Cordia Rothii, although in Western Rajputana the term 
tree’ applied to some of these is rather a courteous acknowledgement 
of their descent than an indication of their si^e. 7’hc trees found more 
or less sparingly on the Aravaliis and in Eastern Rajputana are Bombax 
nialabaricum, Semecarpus Anacardium, Eryihrina suberosa, Bauhinia 
purpurea, Gmelina arborca, Boni'cNia thurifera, Butca frondosa. Ter- 
minalia iomenfosa, and T. Arjuna. In Western Rajputana, in addition 
to those mentioned as occurring all over the region, are found Safva- 
dora persiea and Acacia rupestris. Among the introduced or cultivated 
trees, the more common arc Parkitisonia aculeafa, several figs such as 
Picus glomera/a, virgata, reliposa, and bengalensis, Acacia farntsiana 
and A. arabica, Melia Azadirackta, .and the mulberry, tamarind, mango, 
pomegranate, peach, custard-apple, and guava. Climbing plants arc 
exemplified by two species of CoccuJus, Cissampehs Pareira, Mimosa 
rubneauhs, Vtits carnosa, and V. laiifolia. The herbaceous vegetation 
IS for a considerable part of the year a dormant quantity, but during 
the bnef rainy season, or in the neighbourhood of water, it springs 
to light It consists of species of the following orders -.—Leguminosae, 
Compositae, Acanthaaae, Boraginaccae, Malvaceae, &c. Growing in 
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water are to be found Vallisneria, Utricularia^ and Potamogeton ; and, 
among grasses, Andropogou^ Afti/iis/eria, and Cenchrus. The lower 
slopes of the Aravallis show generally the same vegetation which the 
low hills to the east and the plains to the west exhibit ; but higher 
up, in a nioister atmosphere, there arc found some species which could 
not exist in the dry hot plains. Among these are Aerides, Rosa Lyellii, 
Girardiiiia heierophylla, Carissa Carandas, Pongamia glabra^ Sterculia 
colomta, Mallotus philippinemis^ and Dendrocalamus st rictus. A few 
ferns also occur on the range, such as Adiantum caudatum, A. Umu- 
laium, Cheilanfhes farinosa^ Nephrodium molle^ N. cicutarium^ and 
Actinioptcris radiafa. 

There arc no wild animals peculiar to Rajputana. Lions must have 
been numerous about a hundred years ago, for Colonel Tod writes that 
Maharao Raja Rishan Singh of Bundi, who died in 1821, ‘had slain 
upwards of one hundred lions with his own hand, besides many tigers.' 
Moreover, five lions were shot in Rajputana as recently as 1872 : namely, 
four near Jaswantpura in the south of Jodhpur, and a full-grown female 
on the western slope of Abu ; and these are believed to have been the 
last of their kind in Rajputana. There are still a fair number of 
tigers, chiefly in the Aravalli Hills and in parts of Alwar, Bflndi, Jaipur, 
Karauli, Kotah, Sirohi, and Udaipur, while an occasional tiger is met 
with in every other Slate except Bikaner, Jaisalmer, and Kishangarh. 
Leopards are common, and the sloth bear {Melursus tirsintis) is found 
in the Aravallis and in other hills and forests, mainly in the south and 
south-east*. Of deer, the sdmbar {Cervus unicolor) is met with in the 
same localities as the tiger and bear, though in greater abundance, while 
. the ciiital (C. axis) frequents some of the lower slopes of the bills 
in Biindi, KoUih, Sirohi, Udaipur, &c. Antelope and gazelle are 
numerous in the plains, as also are nilgai {Boselaphus tragocamelus) 
in parts. Small game, such as snipe, quail, partridge, wild duck, and 
hare, can generally be obtained everywhere except in the desert. In 
the western Stales there are large numbers of the great Indian and 
of the lesser bustard, as well as several species of sand-grouse including 
the imperial, for which Bikaner is particularly famous. 

In the summer the heat, except in the high hills, is great everywhere, 
and in the west and north-west very great. Hot winds and dust-storms 
arc experienced more or less throughout the country, and in the sandy 
half-desert tracts are as violent as in any part of India, while in the 
southern parts they arc tempered by hills, verdure, and water. In 
the winter the climate of the north, especially on the Bikaner border, 
where there is sometimes hard frost at night, is much colder than in 
the southern States ; and from the great dryness of the atmosphere 
in these inland arejis the change of temperature between day and 
night is sudden, excessive, and very trying. The heat, thrown off 
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rapidly by the sandy soil, losses freely through the dry air, so that 
at night water may freeze in a tent where the thermometer marked 
90® during part of the day. The following table gives the average 
mean temperature (in degrees F.) and the diurnal range at selected 
observatories during certain months : — 
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J0.8 

'ii-7 


These figures arc for periods varying from twenty-one to twenty-five 
years ending with rgor, except in the case of Jodhpur, where they arc 
for only five years. 

The rainfall is very unequally distributed throughout Riljpul 5 nii. 
The western portion conics very near the limits of lliat part of Asia 
which belongs to the rainless areas of the world, though even on 
this side the south-west winds bring annually a little rain from the 
Indian Ocean. In Jaisalmcr and parts of Jodhpur and Ffkaner, the 
annual fall averages scarcely more than 6 or 7 inches, as the tain-clouds 
have to pass extensive heated sandy tracts before reaching tlicsc plains, 
and arc emptied of much of their moisture upon the high ranges in 
Kathiawar and the neater slopes of the AtavalUs. In the south-west, 
which is more directly reached, and with less intermediate cvajioralion, 
by the periodical rains, the fall is much mote copious, and at Abu has 
on more than one occasion exceeded too inches, namely in 1875, j88j, 
1892, and 1893, But, e.xccpt in these south-west highlands of the 
*\iavallis, the rain is most abundant in the south-east of Rajputiina. 
iUong the southern States, from Banswara to Jhalawar and Kotah, the 
land gets not only the rains from the Indian Ocean, which swccji up 
the valleys of the Narbada and Mahi rivers across Miilwa to the coun- 
tries about the Chambal, but also the remains of the moisture which 
comes up from the Bay of Bengal in the south-east ; and this supply 
occasionally reaches all Mewar. In this part of the country, if the south- 
west rains fail early, those from the south-east usually come to the rescue 
later in the season ; on the other hand, the northern part of Rajputana 
gets a scanty share of the winter rains of Northern India, while the 
southern part usually gets none at all, beyond a few gentle showers about 
Christmas. In the central tract, about Ajmer and towards Jaipur, the 
periodical supply of rain is very variable. If the eastern winds arc strong, 
they bring good rains from the Bay of Bengal; whereas if the south-west 
monsoon prevails, the tain is comparatively late and light. Sometimes 
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a good supply comes in from both seas, and then the fall is larger than in 
the eastern tract j but it is usually much less. In the far north of Rajput- 
ana the wind must be very strong, and the clouds very full, to bring 
any appreciable supply from either direction. It may be said shortly 
that from Bikaner and Jaisalmer in the north-west to Banswara in the 
south, and Kotah and Jhalawar in the south-east, there is a very gradu- 
ally increasing rainfall from about 6 to 40 inches, the amount increasing 
very rapidly after the Aravallis have been crossed, 'rhe subjoined table 
gives the average annual rainfall (in inches) at five representative stations 
during the twenty-five years ending 1901 : — 
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To tins it may be added that the annual rainfall in the three eastern 
States (Bharatpur, Dholpur, and Karauli) varies between 24 and 29 
inches, in Kotah and Jhalawar between 31 and 37 inches, and at the 
town of Banswara is about 40 inches. The greatest fall recorded in 
any one year was over 130 inches at Mount Abu in 1893, while in 1899 
not one-hundredth of an inch was registered at the rain-gauge stations 
of Khabha and Ramgarh in the west of the Jaisalmer State. 

Earthquakes are not uncommon at Abu and, being accompanied 
with much rumbling noise, arc somewhat alarming, but during recent 
years at any rate they have done no harm. In years of e.xcessivc rain- 
fall, the rivers sometimes cause damage and loss of life. For e.\ample, 
in 1875 the Banas rose in high flood and, in its passage past Tonk town, 
is said to have swept away villages and buildings far above the highest 
water-mark. Again, the Banganga river, till it was brought under control 
in 189s by means of several irrigation works constructed by the Bharat- 
pur Darbar, has been responsible for much damage, not only in that 
State but in the adjoining District of Agra, notably in 1873, when 
villages were literally swept away by the floods, and Bharatpur city 
itself was saved with great difficulty, and again in 1884 and 1885. 

The early history of the country now called Rajputana is, like that 
of other parts of India, somewhat obscure, and the materials for its 
reconstruction are scanty. The discovery of two History, 
rock-inscriptions of Asoka (about 250 n.c.) near . 

Bairat in the Jaipur State seems to show that his dominions extended 
westwards to, at any rate, this part of the country. In the second- 
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century b.c. the Bactrian Greeks came down from the north and north- 
west ; and among their conquests are mentioned the old city of Nagari 
(called Madhyamika) near Chitor, and the country round and about 
the Kali Sind river, while the coins of two of their kings, Apollodotus 
and Menander, have been found in the Udaipur State. 

From the second to the fourth century a.d. the Sakas or Scythians 
were powerful, especially in the south and south-west j and an inscription 
(dated about 150) at Girnar mentions a famous chief, Rudradaman, as 
ruler of Maru (Marwar) and the country round the Sabarmati, &c. The 
Gupta dynasty of Magabha ruled over parts of the Province from about 
the end of the fourth century to the beginning of the sixth century, 
when it was overthrown by the White Huns under their Raja Tora- 
mana. In the first half of the seventh century, Harshavardhana, a 
Rajput of the Vaisha or £ais clan, ruled at Thanesar and Kanauj, and 
conquered the country as far south as the Narbada, including, of course, 
a great deal of Rajputana. At the time of the visit of the Chinese 
pilgrim, Hiuen Tsiang (629-45), Rajputana fell within four main divi- 
sions which were then called Gurjjara (Bikaner, the western States, and 
part of Shekhawati), Vadari (the southern and some of the central 
States), Bairat (Jaipur, Alwar, and a portion of Tonk), and Muttra (the 
three eastern States of Bharatpur, Dholpur, and Karauli). Included in 
the kingdom of Ujjain were Kotah, JhalawSr, and some of the outlying 
districts of Tonk. 

Between the seventh and the beginning of the eleventh century 
several Rajput dynasties arose. The Gahlots (or, as they are now 
called, the Sesodias) migrated from Gujarat and occupied the south- 
western portion of Mewar, their earliest inscription in Rajputana being 
dated 646. Next came the Farihars, who began to rule at Mandor in 
Jodhpur a few years later; and they were followed in the eighth century 
by the Chauhans and the Bhatis, who settled down respectively at 
Sambhar and in Jaisalmer. Lastly, in the tenth century the Paramaras 
and the Solankis began to be powerful in the south-west. It is 
interesting to note that, of these Rajput clans, only three are how 
represented by ruling chiefs of Rajputana, namely the Sesodias, Bhatis, 
and Chauhans ; and of these three, only the first two are still to be 
found in their original settlements, the Chauhans having moved 
gradually south-west and south-east to Sirohi, Bundi, and Kotah. Of 
the other Rajput clans now represented among the chiefs of Rajputana, 
the Jadons obtained a footing in Karauli about the middle of the 
eleventh century, though they had lived in the vicinity for a very 
long time; the Kachwahas came to Jaipur from Gwalior about 1128; 
the Rathors from Kanauj settled in Manvar in the beginning of the 
thirteenth century ; and the Jhala State of Jhalawar did not come into 
existence till 1838. 
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The first Mnsalman invasions (1001-26) found Rajput dynasties 
seated in all the chief cities of Northern India (T^hore, Delhi, 
Kanauj), but the march of MahmQd’s victorious army across Rajputana, 
though it temporarily overcame the Solankis, left no permanent impres- 
sion on the clans. 'I'he latter were, however, seriously weakened by 
the feuds between the Solankis and the Chauhans, and between the 
latter and the Rathors of Kanauj, which give such a romantic colour 
to the traditions of the concluding part of the twelfth century. Never- 
theless, when Muhammad Ghorl began his invasions, the Chauhans 
fought hard before they were driven out of Delhi and Ajmer in 1193, 
and Kanauj was not taken till the following year. Kutb-ud-din 
garrisoned Ajmer, and the Musalmans appear gradually to have 
overawed, if they did not entirely reduce, the open country. They 
secured the natural outlets of Rajputana towards Gujarat on the south- 
west, and the Jumna on the north-east ; and the effect was probably 
to press back the clans into the outlying districts, where a more 
difficult and less inviting country afforded a second line of defence 
against the foreigner — a line which they have held successfully up to 
the present day. 

Indeed, setting aside for the present the two Jat States of Bharat- 
pur and Dholpur and the Muhammadan principality of Tonk, Rajputana 
may be described as the region within which the pure-blooded Rajput 
clans have maintained their independence under their ow’n chieftains, 
and have kept together their primitive societies ever since their 
principal dynasties in Northern India were cast down and swept 
away by the Musalman irruptions. The process by which the Rajput 
clans were gradually shut up within the natural barrier of difficult 
countrj', which still more or less marks off their possessions, continued 
with varj'ing fortune, their frontiers now receding, now again advancing 
a little, until the end of the fifteenth century. In the thirteenth century 
the rich southern province of Malwa was annexed to the Delhi empire ; 
and at the beginning of the fourteenth century, Al.a-ud-din Khiljl finally 
subdued the Rajput dynasties in Gujarat, which also became an im- 
perial province. At the same time he reduced Ranthambhor, a 
famous fortress of the eastern marches, and sacked Chitor, the capital 
of the Sesodias. But, although the early Delhi sovereigns constantly 
pierced the country by rapid invasions, plundering and slaying, they 
made no serious impression on the independence of the chiefs. The 
fortresses, great circumvallations on the broad tops of scarped hills, 
were desperately defended and, when taken, were hard to keep. There 
was no firm foothold for the Musalmans in the heart of the country, 
though the Rajput territories were encircled by incessant war and 
often rent by internal dissensions. The line of communication between 
Delhi and Gujarat by Ajmer seems indeed to have been usually open 
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to the imperial armies ; and the Rajputs lost for a time most of the 
great forts which commanded their eastern and most exposed frontier, 
and appear to have been slowly driven inward from this side. Yet no 
territorial annexations were very firndy held by the imperial governors 
from Delhi during the Middle Ages. Chitor was very soon regained 
and the other strongholds changed hands frequently. 

When, however, the Tughlak dynasty went to pieces about the close 
of the fourteenth century, and had been finally swept away by 'Dinfir's 
sack of Delhi, two independent Musalmiin kingdoms were set up in 
Gujarat and Malwa. These powers proved more formidable to the 
Rajputs than the unwieldy empire had been, and throughout the 
fifteenth century there was incessant war between them. For a short 
interval, at the beginning of the sixteenth ccntiirj’, came a brilliant 
revival of Rajput strength. The last Afghan dynasty at Delhi was 
breaking up in the usual high tide of rebellion, and MfilwS and 
Gujarat were at war with each other, when there arose the famous 
Rana Sangram Singh (Sanga) of Mewar, chief of the Scsodias. His 
talents and valour once more enlarged the borders of the Rajputs, and 
obtained for them something like predominance in Central India. 
Aided by Medini Rao, chief of Chandcri, he fought with distinguished 
success against both Millwa and Gujarat. In 1519 he captured 
Mahmtid II ; and in 1536, in alliance with Gujarfit, he totally subdued 
the Millwa state, and annexed to his own dominions all the eastern 
provinces of that kingdom, and recovered the strong places of the 
eastern marches, such as Ranthambhor and Khandhar. The power 
of the Rajputs was now at its zenith, for Rilna Sanga was no longer 
the chief of a clan but the king of a country. The Rajput revival was, 
however, as short-lived as it was brilliant. 

In the year when Malwa was subdued, and one month before its 
capital surrendered, the emperor B.abar took Delhi and extinguished 
the Fathiin dynasty, so that Rana Sanga had only just got rid of his 
ancient enemy in the south, when a new and greater danger threatened 
him from the north. He marched, however, towards Bayana, which 
he took from the imperial garrison placed there, and Babar pushed 
down to meet him. At Khanua in Bharatpur, in March, 1537, 
the Rana, at the head of all the chivalry of the clans, encountered 
Babar’s army and was defeated after a furious conflict, in which fell 
Hasan Khan, the powerful chief of the Mewati country, and many 
Rajputs of note. In this vray the great Hindu confederacy was hope- 
lessly shattered; Rana Sanga died in the same year, covered with 
wounds and glory, and the brief splendour of united Rajasthan waned 
rapidly. In 1534 Bahadur Shah of Gujarat took Chitor, and recovered 
almost all the provinces which the Rana had won from Malwa ; and 
the power and predominance of the Sesodia clan were transferred to 
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the Rathors of the west, where Maldeo, chief of Jodhpur, had become 
the strongest of all the Rajput rulers. The struggle which began soon 
after Babar’s death, between Humayun and the Pathan Sher Shah, had 
relaxed the pressure of the Delhi power upon the clans from this side, 
and Maldeo greatly increased in wealth and territory. In 1 544 he was 
attacked by Sher Shah in great force, but gave him such a bloody 
.reception near Ajmer that the Pathan abandoned further advance into 
the Rathor country, and turned southward through Mewar into Bundel- 
khand, where he was killed before the fort of Kalinjar. It is clear that 
the victory at Khanua extinguished the last chance which the Rajputs 
ever had of regaining their ancient dominions in the rich plains of 
India. It was fatal to them, not only because it broke the war-power 
of their one able leader, but because it enabled the victor to lay out the 
foundations of the Mughal empire. A firmly consolidated government 
surrounding Rajputana necessarily put an end to the expansion, and 
gradually to the independence, of the clans; and thus the death of 
Humayun in 1556 marks a decisive era in their history. 

The emperor Akbar, shortly after his accession, attacked Maldeo, 
the Rathor chief, recovered from him Ajmer and several 'other impor- 
tant places, and forced him to acknowledge his sovereignty. He then 
undertook to settle the whole region systematically. Chitor was again 
besieged and taken, with the usual grand finale of a sortie and massacre 
of the defenders. Udaipur was occupied, and though the Sesodias 
did not formally submit, they were reduced to guerrilla warfare in the 
Aravallis. In the east, the chief of the Kachwahas at Amber had 
entered the imperial service, while the Chauhans of Bundi were over- 
awed or conciliated. They surrendered the fort of Ranthambhor, the 
key to their country, and were brought with the rest within the pale of 
the empire. Akbar took to wife the daughters of two great Rajput 
houses ; he gave the chiefs or their brethren high rank in his armies, 
sent them with their contingents to command on distant frontiers, and 
succeeded in enlisting the Rajputs generally (save the Sesodias) not 
only as tributaries but as adherents. After him Jahangir made Ajmer 
his head-quarters, whence he intended to march in person against the 
Sesodias who had defeated his generals in Mewar ; and here at last he 
received, in 1614, fk® submission of Rana Amar Singh of Udaipur, 
who, however, did not present himself in person. But though the 
Ranas never attended the Mughal court, they sent henceforward their 
regular contingent to the imperial army, and the ties of political associa- 
tion w’ere drawn closer in several ways. The Rajput chiefs constantly 
entered the imperial service as governors and generals (there are said 
to have been at one time forty-seven Rajput mounted contingents), and 
the headlong charges of their cavalry became famous in the wars of the 
empire. Both Jahangir and Shah Jahan w’ere sons of Rajput mothers, 
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and the latter in exile was protected at Udaipur up to the time of his 
accession. Their kinship with the clans helped these two emperors 
greatly in their contests for the throne, w’hile the strain of Hindu blood 
softened their fanaticism and mitigated their foreign contempt for the 
natives of India. 

^Hien Shah Jahan grew old and feeble, the Rajput chiefs took their 
fiill share in the war between his sons for the throne, siding mostly 
with Dara, their kinsman by the mother’s side ; and Raja Jasw’ant 
Singh of Jodhpur was defeated with great slaughter in 1658 at Fateh- 
abad, near Ujjain, in attempting to stop Aurangzeb’s march upon Agra. 
Aurangzeb employed the Rajputs in distant wars, and their contingents 
did duty at his capital, but he was too bigoted to retain undiminished 
the hold on them acquired by Akbar. Tow’ards the end of his reign 
he made bitter, though unsuccessful, war upon the Sesodias and 
devastated parts of Rajpiitana; but he was verj' roughly handled by 
the united Rathors and Sesodias, and he had thoroughly alienated the 
clans before he died. Thus, whereas up to the reign of Akbar the 
Rajput clans had maintained their political freedom, though within 
territorial limits that were always changing, from the end of the six- 
teenth century we may regard their chiefs as having become feudatories 
or tributaries of the empire ; and, if Aurangzeb’s impotent inva.sion be 
excepted, it may be affirmed that from Akbar’s settlement of R3.jputana 
up to the middle of the eighteenth century the RSjput clans did all 
their serious warfare under the imperial banner in foreign wars, or in 
the battles between competitors for the throne. 

When Aurangzeb died, they took sides as usual. Sh5h Alam Baha- 
dur, the son of a Rajput mother, was largely indebted for his success 
to the swords of his kinsmen ; and the obligations of allegiance, 
tribute, and military service to the empire were undoubtedly recognized 
as defining the political status of the chief so long as an emperor 
existed who could exact them. After the death of Aurangzeb, the 
Rajputs attempted the formation of an independent league for their 
own defence, in the shape of a triple alliance between the three leading 
clans, the Sesodia, Rathor, and Kachwaha; and this compact was 
renewed when Nadir Shah threw all Northern India into confusion. 

ut t e treaty contained a stipulation that, in the succession to the 
Rathor and Kachwaha chiefships, the sons of a Sesodia princess should 
nave preference over all others ; and this attempt to set aside the rights 
Of pnmogemture was the fruitful source of disputes which soon split up’ 
ine tederation. In the rising storm which was to wreck the empire, the 
1 ° “id Jaipur held their own, and indeed increased 

■ATo* general tumult, until the wasting spread of the 
pvPTO ^ outers brought in a flood of anarchy that threatened 
y po 1 ica structure in India. The whole period of 15 1 years from 
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Akbar’s accession to Auiang;!eb’s death was occupied by four long and 
strong reigns, and for a century and a half the Mughal was fairly 
India's master. Then came the niinous crash of an overgrown cen- 
tralized empire whose spoils were fought over by Afghans, Sikhs, Jats, 
revolted viceroys, and rebellious military adventurers. The two Saiyids 
governed the empire under the name of Fnrrukh Siyar ; Jodhpur was 
invaded, and the Rilthor cliief was forced to give a daughter to the 
titular emperor. He leagued with the Saiyids until they were murdered, 
when, in the tumult that followed, he seized Ajmer in 1721. 

About thirty years later, there were disputes regarding the succession 
to the Jodhpur chiefship, and one of the claimants called in the Ma- 
rathas, who got possession of Ajmer about r756 ; and from this time 
Rajputana became involved in the general disorganization of India. 
The primitive constitution of the clans rendered them quite unfit to 
resist the professional armies of Maraihas and Pathiins, and their tribal 
system was giving way, or at best transforming itself into a disjointed 
military feudalism. About this period, a successful leader of the Jat 
tribe took advantage of the dissolution of the imperial government to 
seize territories close to the right bank of the Jumna and to set up 
a dominion. He built fortresses and annexed districts, partly from the 
empire and partly from his Rajput neighbours, and his acquisitions 
were consolidated under his successors until they developed into the 
present Bharalpur State. The Rajput States very nearly went down 
with the sinking empire. The utter weakness of some of the chiefs 
and the general disorder following the disappearance of a paramount 
authority in India dislocated the tribal sovereignties and encouraged 
the building of strongholds against predatory bands, the rallying of 
parties round petty leaders, and all the general symptoms of civil con- 
fusion. From dismemberment among rival adventurers the States were 
rescued by the appearance of the British on the political stage of 
Northern India. In 1803 all Rajputana, except the remote States in 
the north and north-west, liad been virtually brought under by the 
Mar.1tha.s, who exacted tribute, annexed territory, and extorted sub- 
sidies. Sindhia and Holkar were deliberately exhausting the country, 
lacerating it by ravages or bleeding it scientifically by relentless tax- 
gatherers; while the lands had been desolated by thirty years of in- 
cessant war. 

Under this treatment the whole group of ancient chieftainships was 
verging towards collapse, when Lord Wellesley struck in for the British 
interest. The victories of Generals Lake and Wellesley permanently 
crippled Sindhia’s power in Northern India, and forced him to loosen 
his hold on the Rfijputana States in the east and north-east, with two ' 
of which the British made a treaty of alliance against the Marathas. In 

* Itlinrntpur in September and Alw.ir in November, 1803. 
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1804 Holkar inarched through the heart of Rfijputana, attempted the 
fort of Ajmer, and threatened our ally, the Maharaja of Jaipur. 
Colonel Monson went against him and was enticed to follow him 
southward beyond Kotah, when the Marathas suddenly turned on the 
English commander and hunted him back to Agra. Then Holkar was, 
in his turn, driven off by Lord I^ke, who smote him blow on blow ; 
but Lake himself failed signally in the dash which he made against the 
fort of Bharatpur, where Holkar had taken refuge under protection of 
the Jat chief, who broke his treaty with the British and openly suc- 
coured their enemy. The fort was afterwards .surrendered, a fresh 
treaty being concluded ; and Holkar was pursued across the Sutlej and 
compelled to sign a treaty which stripped him of some of his annexa- 
tions in Rajputana. 

Upon Lord Wellesley’s departure from India policy changed, and 
the chiefs of Rajputana and Central India were left to take care of 
themselves. The consequence was that the great predatorj' leaders 
plundered at their ease the States thus abandoned to them, and 
became arrogant and aggressive towards the British power. This 
lasted for about ten 3’ears, and Rajputana was desolated during the 
interval j the roving bands increased and multiplied all over the 
countT}’ into Pindari hordes, until in 1814 Amir Khan was living at 
free quarters in the heart of the Rajput States, with a compact army 
estimated at 30,000 horse and foot and a strong force of artillerj’. He 
had seized some 0 the finest districts in the east, and he governed 
them with no better civil institution than a marauding and mutinous 
force. The States of Jodhpur and Jaipur had brought themselves to 
the brink of extinction by the famous feud between the two chiefs for 
the hand of a princess of Udaipur; while the plundering Marathas 
and Fathans encouraged and strenuously aided them to ruin each 
other until the dispute was compromised upon the basis of poisoning 
the girl. 

In 1811 Sir Charles Metcalfe, Resident at Delhi, reported that the 
minor chiefs urgently pressed for British intervention, on the ground 
that they had a right to the protection of the paramount power, whose 
obvious business it was to maintain order; but it was not till 1817 that 
the Marquis of Hastings was able to carry into action his .plan for 
breaking up the Pindari camps, extinguishing the predatorj' sj’stem, 
and making political arrangements that should effectually prevent its 
revival. Lawless banditti were to be put down ; the general scramble 
for territoTj’ was to be ended by recognizing lawful governments once 
for all, and fixing their possessions, and by according to each recog- 
nized State British protection and territorial guarantee, upon condition 
of acknowledging our right of arbitration and general supremacj’ in 
external disputes and political relations. Upon this basis overtures for 
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negotiations were made to all the Rajput States, and in 1817 the 
British armies took the field against the Pindaris. Amir Khan dis- 
banded his troops, and signed a treaty which confirmed hini in 
possession of certain districts held in grant, and by which he gave up 
other lands forcibly seiaed from the Rajputs. His territories, thus 
marked off and made over, constitute the existing State of Tonk. 

Of the Rajput States (excluding Alwar, whose treaty, as already 
mentioned, is dated November, 1803), the first to conclude treaties 
were Karauli (in November) and Kotah (in December, 1S17); and by 
the end of 1818 similar engagements had been entered into with all’ 
the other States, with clauses settling the payment of Maratha tributes 
and other financial charges. There was a great restoration of plundered 
districts and rectification of boundaries. Sindhia gave up Ajmer to 
the British, and the pressure of the Maratha powers upon Rajputana 
was permanently withdrawn. 

Since then the political history of Rajputana has been comparatively 
uneventful. In 1825 a serious disturbance over the succession to the 
chiefship of Bharatpur caused great excitement, not only locallj', but 
in the surrounding States, some of them even secretly taking sides in 
the quarrel which threatened to spread into war. Accordingly, with 
the object of preserving the public peace, the British Government 
determined to displace a usurper and to maintain the rightful chief ; 
and Bharatpur was stormed and taken by British troops on Jan- 
uary 18, 1826. In 1835 the prolonged misgovernment of Jaipur cul- 
minated in serious disturbances which the British Government had to 
compose; and in 1839 a force marched to Jodhpur to pul down and 
conciliate the disputes between the chief and his nobles which dis- 
ordered the country. The State of Kotah had been saved from ruin 
and raised to prosperity by Zalim Singh, who, though nominally 
minister, really ruled the country for fifty years ; and the treaty of 1817 
had vested the administration of the .Slate in Ztilim Singh and his 
descendants. But this arrangement naturally led to quarrels between 
the latter and the heirs of the titular chief, w'hcreforc in 1838 a part of 
the Kotah territory was marked off as a separate State, under the name 
of Jhalawar, for the direct descendants of Zallm Singh, a Rajput of the 
Jhrda clan. On the deposition in 1896 of the late chief of Jhalawar, 
tliere were found to be no direct descendants of Zalim Singh ; and the 
Government of India accordingly decided that part of the territory 
which had been made over in 1838 should be restored to Kotah, and 
that the remaining districts should be formed into a new State for the 
descendants of the family to which Zalim Singh belonged. 1 his dis- 
tribution of territory came into effect in i S99. 

’ Except 8irohi, whose treaty is dated 55 ej)tember, 1823 ; and, of ennrse, Jhalawar, 
which did not come into existence till 1838. 
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When the Mutiny of the Bengal army began in May, 1857; there 
were no European soldiers in Rajputana, except a few invalids recniit- 
ing their health on Mount Abu. Nasirabad was garrisoned by sepoys 
of the Company’s forces ; and four local contingents, raised and com- 
manded by British officers but mainly paid from the revenues of 
certain States, were stationed at Deoli, Beawar, Erinpura, and Kher- 
wara. The chiefs of Rajputana were called upon by the Governor- 
General’s Agent (General George Lawrence) to preserve peace within 
their borders and collect their musters; and in June the troops of 
Bharatpur, Jaipur, Jodhpur, and Alwar were co-operating in the field 
wnth the endeavours of the British Government to maintain order in 
British Districts and to disperse the mutineers. But these levies, 
however useful as auxiliaries, were not strong enough to take the 
offensive against the regular regiments of the mutineers. Moreover, 
the interior condition of several of the States Avas critical : their terri- 
tory, Avhere it bordered upon the country which was the focus of the 
Mutiny, AA’as overrun with disbanded soldiers ; the fidelity of their own 
mercenary troops was questionable, and their predatory and criminal 
tribes soon began to harass the country-side. In this same month 
(May, r857) the artillery and infantry mutinied at Nasirabad; the 
Kotah Contingent was summoned from Deoli to Agra, where it joined 
the Nimach mutineers in July ; and the Jodhpur Legion at firinpura 
broke away in August. The Merrvara Battalion and the Mewar Bhil 
Corps, recruited for the most part from the indigenous tribes of Mers 
and Bhils respectively, rvere the only native troops in all Rajputana 
Avho stood by their British officers. In the important centre of Ajmer, 
General Lawrence maintained authority Avith the aid of a detachment 
of European troops from Deesa, of the MenA'ara Battalion, and of the 
Jodhpur forces ; but throughout the country at large, from the confines 
of Agra to Sind and Gujarat, the States Avere left to their OAA’n re- 
sources, and their conduct and attitude Avere generally very good. In 
Jaipur tranquillity Avas preserved; the Bikaner chief continued to 
render valuable assistance to British officers in the neighbouring 
Districts of the Punjab, and the central States kept orderly rule. In 
the western part of Jodhpur some trouble AA'as caused by the rebellion 
or contumacy of Thakurs, especially of the Thakur of Aaa’u, A\'ho had 
-taken into his service' a body of the mutinied Jodhpur Legion ; but the 
ruling chief continued most loyal. ToAA'ards the south, the territory of 
MeAvar Avas considerably disturbed by the confusion AA’hich folloAA’ed 
the mutinies at Nimach, by the continual incursions of rebel parties, 
and b}' some political mismanagement ; but, on the Avhole, this tract of 
country remained comparatively quiet, and the Maharana hospitably 
sheltered several European families that had been forced to flee from 
Nimach. The Haraoti chiefs of Kotah, Bundi, and Jhalawar kept 
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their States in hand, and sent forces which took charge of Nimach for 
some six weeks during the early days when the odds were heaviest 
against the British in Northern India. After the fall of Delhi this 
period of suspense ended j and the States could afford to look less to 
the question of their own existence in the event of general anarchy, 
and more to the duty of assisting the British detachments. Jaipur at 
once joined heartily in the exertions of Government to pacify the 
country. In Jodhpur the chief had his hands full of work with his 
own unruly feudatories, and the British assisted him in reducing them. 
In Kotah the troops were profoundly disaffected and beyond the 
control of the chief j they murdered the Political Agent and broke into 
open revolt. The adjoining chief of Bundi gave practically no aid, 
partly through clannish and political jealousies of Kotah; but the 
Maharaja of Karauli, w'ho greatly distinguished himself by his active 
adherence to the British side throughout 1857, sent troops to the aid 
of his relative, the Kotah chief, when lie was besieged in his own fort 
by his mutineers, and held the town until it was taken by assault by 
a British force in March, 1858, an event lliat marked the extinction of 
armed rebellion in Rajputana. 

The year 1862 was notable for the grant to every ruling chief in the 
Province of a sanad guaranteeing to him (and his successors) the right 
of adoption in the event of failure of natural heirs; and this was 
followed by a scries of treaties or agreements relating to the mutual 
extradition of persons charged with heinous offences, and providing for 
the suppression of the manufacture of salt ’and the abolition of the levy 
of all transit-duty on that commodity. During the last forty years 
great progress has been made. The country has been opened out by 
railways and roads, and life and property arc more secure. Regular 
courts of justice, schools, colleges, hospitals, and well-managed jails 
have been established ; the system of land revenue administration has 
been improved, petty and vexatious cesses have been generally abo- 
lished, and, in several States, regular settlements, on the lines of those 
in British India, have been introduced. 

Rajputana abounds in objects of antiquarian interest, but hitherto 
very little has been done to survey, describe, or preserve these links 
with the i)asl. 

. The earliest remains are the rock-inscriptions of the great Mauryan 
king, Asoka, discovered at Baiuat in Jaipur; the ruins of some 
Buddhist monasteries at the same place ; and two stupas and a frag- 
mentary inscription of the third century u. c. at Negari near Cuitor. 
At Kholvi in the’ Jhalawar State is a series of rock-cut temples, interest- 
ing as, being probably, the most modern group of Buddhist caves in 
India ; they are believed to date from a. d. 700 to 900. . 

Of Jain structures, the most famous are the two well-known temples 
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at Delwara near Auu, of the eleventh and thirteenth century respec- 
tively, and the Kirtti Stanibh, or ‘ tower of fame/ of about the same 
age at Chitor, which have just been repaired under the general direc- 
tion of the Government of India. The oldest Jain temples are, how- 
ever, those near Sohagpura in Partabgarh, at Kfilinjara in Banswara, 
and at one or two places in Jaisalmer and Sirohi, while remains exist 
at Ahar near Udaipur, and at Rajgarh and Paranagar in Alwar. 

Among the earliest specimens of Hindu architecture must be men- 
tioned the stone pillar at Bayana with an inscription dated a. u, 373 ; 
the remains of the chaori or hall at Mukandwara, of the fifth century ; 
and the ruined temples at Chandravati near Jhalrapatan*, of tiie 
seventh century. Noteworthy examples of miliUiry arciritecture are the 
forts of Chitor and Kumbhalgarh in Udaipur ; Ranthambhor in Jaipur ; 
Jalor and Jodhpur in RIarwar ; Birsilpur in Jaisalmer, said to have 
been built in the second centurj' ; Vasantgarh in Sirohi : Bijaigarh in 
Bharatpurj Tahangarh in Karauli ; and Gagraun in Kotah. The 
most exquisitely carved temples arc to be found in the Udaipur State 
at Barolli and at Nagda near the capital, the former of the ninth or 
tenth, and the latter of the eleventh century. Another celebrated 
building is the Jai Stambh or ‘tower of victory’ at Chitor, built in the 
middle of the fifteenth century. 

The Rluhammadans have left a few memorials in the shape of 
mosques and tombs, chiefly in Jodhpur and Alwar; but they arc of 
little interest. The earliest appears to be u mosque at j 5 lor, attributed 
to Ala-ud-din Khiljl. 

Rajputana is made up of eighteen States and two chiefships, and the 
population at ciich of the three enumerations was: (1881) 10,100,543, 

Population. /2.=2 o, 343, and (1901) 9,723,301. In- 

cluded in the figures for 1891 and 1901 are the 
inhabitants’ of small tracts belonging to the Central India chiefs of 
Gwalior and Indore, but geographically situated in Mewar ; while, on 
the other hand, the popuhition- of Tonk’s three districts in Central 
India has been excluded throughout. Further, it is necessary to men- 
tion that the Census of 1901 was the first complete one ever taken in 
the Province. At the two eiwlier enumerations the Girasias of the 
Bhakar, a wild tract in Sirohi, and the Bhils of Mewar, Biinswara, and 
Dungarpur were not regularly counted, but their number was roughly 
estimated from information given by the illiterate headmen of their 
villages; and these estimates have been included in the figures for 
1881 and i8gr. In some cases the headman gave what he believed to 
be the number of huts in his village (when four persons, two of each 
sex, were allowed to each hut), while at other times he made a guess 

’ 181I18 in 1891 and 11,407 in 1901. 

® 167,850 in 1881 : 181,135 in 1891 j and 129,871 in 1901. 
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at the total population, and his figures were duly entered. This course 
was rendered necessary by the extreme aversion displayed by these shy 
and timid tribes to the counting of men and houses. The wildest 
stories were in circulation as to the objects of the Census. Some 
of the Bhils thought that the Government of India were in search of 
young men for employment in a foreign war, or that the idea was to 
raise new taxes ; -while, in 1891, others feared that they were going to 
be seized and thrown as a propitiatory sacrifice into a large artificial 
lake then being constructed at Udaipur. 

Consequently, the Bhils and Girasias were left unenumerated, and 
the census figures for 1881 and 1891 must be considered as only 
approximate. But, such as they are, they show an increase in popula- 
tion during that decade of nearly 21 per cent., compared with about 
9 per cent, for the whole of India; while between 1891 and 1901 there 
was a decrease of nearly 2^ million inhabitants, or about 20 per cent. 
The decade preceding the Census of 1891 was one of prosperity and 
steady growth, but the apparent increase in population was probably 
due, to some extent, to improved methods of enumeration. Between 
i8gi and 1901 the country suffered from a succession of seasons of 
deficient or ill-distributed rainfall ; and though it did not perhaps lose 
as heavily as the census figures suggest, the loss was undoubtedly very 
great, and the main cause was the disastrous famine of 1899-1900 and 
its indirect results, lower birth-rate and increased emigration. Fever 
epidemics broke out in 1892, 1899, and 1900, the most virulent of all 
being that following the heavy rainfall of August and September, 1900, 
which was aided in its ravages by the impaired vitality of the people. 
Vital statistics scarcely exist; but the general consensus of opinion 
appears to be that the mortality from fever between August, 1900, and 
February, 1901, e.\ceeded that caused by want of food in the period 
during which famine conditions prevailed. A reference to the last column 
of the table on the next page will show that the only States in which 
an increase in population occurred were Alwar and Karauli, and that 
the decrease was greatest in Bundi, Dungarpur, Jaisalmer, Jhalawar, 
Partabgarh, and Udaipur, and least in Bharatpur, Dholpur, and Jaipur. 
Alwar has benefited for some years by a careful and wise administration, 
and the famine was less severely felt there and in the three eastern 
States (Bharatpur, Dholpur, and Karauli) than in other parts of 
Rajputana. In considering the figures for Dungarpur and Udaipur, 
it should be borne in mind that the population in 1891 included 
a large estimated (probably over-estimated) number of Bhils ; but at 
the same time there is no doubt that both States lost very heavily in 
the famine. The figures for Jhalawar require a word of explanation. 
As mentioned above, this State was remodelled in 1899, and when the 
Census of 1901 had been taken, an attempt was made to work out 
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Name of State or chiefahip. 

Area in 
sqnare 
miles. 

Number of 

Total 

population. 

Number of persons 
per sqnare mile. 

Percentage of varia- 
tion in ^pnlation 
between iSpt 
and loot. 

n 

1 

n 

& 

a 

? 

Udaipur* 

Banswara 

Dungarpnr . 

Paitabgarh . 

Total, Mewar Resideni^ 

Jodhpur 

Jaisalmer . . . 

Sirohi .... 

Total, Western States 
Residency . 

Jaipur .... 
Kishangarh . 

Lawn .... 

Total, Jaipur Residency 

Bundi .... 
Tonk t • • . • 

Shabpura . 

Total, Haraoti • Tonk 
Agency . . 

Bharatpur . 

Dholpur . . 

Karauli . . 

Total, Eastern States 
Agency . 

Kotah .... 
Jhalawar 

Total, Kotah- Jhalawar 
Agency . 

Bikaner . . . 

Alwar .... 

Grand total . 

1,946 

1.447 

886 

H 

1 

1 

1 

6,069 
1, 386 

631 

41a 

1,030,31a 

165,350 

100,103 

5*.o*5 

81 

85 

69 

69 

-44-7 

— 31.8 

-39-5 

-40.9 

17,033 

17 

8,398 

1,347,690 

79 

—43.1 

34.963 

16,063 

1,964 

37 

1 

5 

4.030 

471 

408 

1,935.565 

73.370 

154.544 

S.S 

4 i 

79 

-*.3-4 

—36.6 

-19. 

Sa.pSg 

33 

4.909 

a.163.479 

4« 

—23-6 

I5..'i79 

S58 

19 

38 

3 

5.7.35 

318 

6 

2,658,666 

90,970 

3,671 
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141 

- 5-9 
-*7-5 
-20.5 

16,456 

41 

5.959 
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- 6.7 

3,330 

1,114 

40s 

3 

3 

1 

817 

64* 

133 

171,227 

143.330 

43,676 

77 

129 
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—43.1 

-38 

-33.9 

3.739 

5 

1.491 

357,*33 

95 

-36 

1.98a 

i.iSS 

1,343 

7 

3 

1 

i.*95 

540 

436 

626,665 

*70.97.3 

156,786 

316 

*3.5 

136 

— a-i 

- 3-* 
+ 0.1 

4,379 

11 

*,*71 

1,054,4*4 

241 

— 3>1 

5,684 

810 

4 

3 

si, 609 
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544,879 

90,175 

96 

111 

— sq.a 
-40-3 

6.494 

6 

3,017 

635,054 

98 

— 36.9 

*3,311 

3,141 

9 

7 

3»101 

584,637 

828,487 

*5 

364 

-29.7 
+ 7-9 

ti»7,.'i4i 

§138 

39.901 

9,7*3..30i 

76 

— 20 


an j*”®* tra^ belonging to Central India chiefs— 63 sgnare miles, 

39 villages, and 11,407 inhabitants. 

I districts only. 
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from the old census papers the population in 1891. This was reported 
to be 151,097, w'hich meant a loss during the succeeding ten years 
of 40 per cent, of the people ; but some mistake appears to have been 
made in the calculation, for it is difficult to believe that the State, 
which was under British management from 1896 to 1899, and in 
which the famine was not severely felt, while the relief measures and 
administration generally were satisfactory, lost so heavily. 

The 128 towns contained 288,696 occupied houses and 1,410,192 
inhabitants, or nearly 5 persons per house ; and the urban population 
was thus i4«5 per cent, of the total, compared with 10 per cent, for 
India as a whole. The principal tOAvns are the cities of Jaipur (popu- 
lation, 160,167), the sixteenth largest in India; Jodhpur (79J109); 
Alwar (56,771); Bikaner {53,075); Udaipur (45,976); Bharatpur 
(43,601) ; Tonk (38,759); and Kotah (33,657), all capitals of States 
and all (except Udaipur) municipalities. 

The rural population numbered 8,313,109, distributed in 29,901 
villages containing 1,622,787 occupied houses, thus giving about 
54 houses per village and slightly more than 5 persons per house. 
The average population of a village is 278, varying from 335 in the 
western States, where scarcity of water and insecurity of life have 
compelled people to gather together in certain localities, to 153 in the 
southern States, which contain a large Bhil population living in small 
hamlets scattered over an extensive area of wild country. These Bhil 
hamlets are called la/s, and consist of a number of huts built on 
separate hillocks at some distance from each other; elsewhere the 
villages are usually compact collections of buildings. 

Rajputana supports, on an average, 76 persons per square mile: 
namely, 35 in the sandy plains of the west, 79 in the more fertile but 
broken and forest-clad country of the south, and 165 in the eastern 
division, \Yhich is watered by several rivers and has a fair rainfall and 
a good soil. The most densely populated State is Bharatpur, bordering 
on the Jumna, with 316 persons per square mile; and the lowest 
density (in all India), 4^ per square mile, is recorded in the almost 
rainless regions of Jaisalmer. Within the States, the density in the 
several districts varies considerably; thus in Jodhpur, it is too per 
square mile in the north-east, and 10 in the west; in Jaipur, 332 in 
the north-east, and 92 in the south-west ; and in Alwar, 430 in the 
east, and 166 in the south-west. Throughout Rajputana the relation 
between rainfall and population seems to be singularly close. 

Of the total population in 1901, 97*6 per cent, had been bom in 
Rajputana, and immigrants from other parts of India (chiefly the 
Punjab, the United Provinces, Central India, Ajmer-Menvara, and 
the Bombay Presidency) numbered 233,718. On the other hand, the 
number of persons born in Rajputana but enumerated elsewhere in 
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India was 900,224, so that, in this interchange of population, there 
was a net loss to Rajputana of 666,506 persons. But in the western 
States emigration is an annual event, whatever be the nature of the 
season, as there is practically but one harvest, the khattf, and as soon 
as it is gathered in September or October large numbers of people 
leave every year to find employment in Sind, Bahawalpur, and else- 
where, usually returning shortly before the rains are expected to break. 
Aloreover, the recent famine caused more than the usual amount of 
emigration. Lastly, the traders known as Marwaris, who were born 
in Rajputana and have their homes and families there, play an 
important part in the commerce of India ; and there is hardly a town 
where the ‘ thrifty denizen of the sands of Western and Northern Raj- 
putana has not found his way to fortune, from the petty grocer’s shop 
in a Deccan village to the most extensive banking and broking con- 
nexion in the commercial capitals of both east and wc.st India.’ 

No vital statistics are recorded for Rajputana as a whole ; but the 
registration of births and deaths was, in 1904, attempted in ten entire 
States and one chiefship, having a total area of 53,178 square miles 
and a population of 3,051,555, and at the capitals of six other States 
and two small towns which together contain 330,660 inhabitants. 
The mortality statistics are believed to be more accurate than those 
of births, but, except perhaps in some of the larger towns, both sets 
of figures are unreliabla 

The principal diseases treated in the hospitals are malarial affections, 
ulcers and abscesses, diseases of the skin or eye, respiratory and 
rheumatic affections, diseases of the ear, and diarrhoea and dysenter)’. 
Malarial and splenic affections account for more than 18 per cent, 
of the cases, and the variations in the different States or divisions are 
hardly worth noting, though perhaps the large proportion in the drj' 
climate of Bikaner and the smaller in the more moist eastern States 
are rather contrary to the general opinion. Ulcers and abscesses 
account for nearly 12 per cent., and seem most prevalent in the centre 
and east, while diseases of the skin (also about 12 per cent.) are 
especially frequent in the western States, possibly owing to the want 
of water for cleansing purposes. Diseases of the eye are admitted 
in largest numbers in the centre, east, and south, while respirator)' 
affections are less frequent in the west than elsewhere. Cholera and 
small-pox risitations occur periodically; but as regards the latter, the 
effects of vaccination are everywhere becoming apparent, and those 
who most oppose the operation are not unfrequently convinced, when 
too late, by the fate of their own children and the escape of those 
of their neighbours, of their error in neglecting raccination. 

lague is believed to have made its first appearance in Rajputana 
in 1836. It broke out with great virulence at Pali, a town of Jodhpur, 
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about the middle of Jul}', and extended thence to Jodhpur city, Sojat, 
and several other places in Marwar, as well as to a few villages in the 
Udaipur State; and it appears to have finally disappeared at the 
beginning of the hot season of 1837. The fact that the disease first 
started among the cloth-stampers of Pali led to the supposition that 
it was imported in silks from China. An interesting account of the 
outbreak, and of the measures taken to combat it and prevent its 
spread, will be found at pp. 148-69 of the General Medical History of 
Rajputdna'. The present epidemic started in Bombay in i8g6, but, 
excluding a few cases discovered at railway stations, did not extend 
to Rajputana till November, 1897, when it appeared in five villages 
of Sirohi and lasted till April, 1898. Between October, 1S96, and the 
end of March, 1905, there have been 37,845 seizures and 31,980 
deaths in Rajputana. No cases have been reported from Bundi, 
Dflngarpur, Jaisalmer, and Lfiwa, while Kishangarh shows but one 
and Bikaner three. Two-thirds of the deaths have occurred in Alwar, 
Jaipur, and Mewar, but the percentage of deaths to total population 
is highest in Partiibgarh and Shahpura. 

Of the total population in 1901, more than 52 per cent, were males, 
or, put in another way, for every r,ooo males there were 905 females, 
compared with 963 for the whole of India; and in each of the four 
main religions this excess of males was observable, except among the 
Jain.s, where females .slightly predominated. Various theories have 
been advanced to explain the diflerence in the proportion of the sexes ; 
but there is no reason to believe that it is due, at any rate to any 
appreciable extent, to female infanticide, though this practice was once 
very prevalent in Rajputana. An examination of the census .statistics 
.shows that between the ages of one and two there were more female 
than male infants, even among the Hindus, and th.at females exceeded 
males among the Musalmans up to the age of four, and among the 
Jains and Animists up to five. 

Dealing next with the population according to civil condition, it is 
found that 48 per cent, of the males were unmarried, 43 married, and 
9 widowed, and that the similar figures for females were 30, 50, and 
20 respectively. The relatively low proportion of spinsters and the 
high proportion of widows are results of the custom which enforces 
the early marriage of girls and discourages the remarriage of widows. 

Infant marriages still prevail to some extent, but are less common 
than they used to be, and this is largely attributable to the efforts 
of the Walterkrit Rajpulra Hilkarini Sabha. This committee is named 
after the late Colonel Walter, who was the Governor-General’s Agent 
in Rajputana in 1888. On prevnous occasions attempts had been 
made to settle’ the question of marriage expenses with a view to 
^ By Colonel T. 11 . llcmllcy, T.M.B, (Cnlciiltn, 1900). 
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suppress infanticide among the Rajputs, I)ut titey failed because no 
uniform rule was ever adopted for the whole country. In 1888 
Colonel Walter convened a general meeting of representatives of 
almost all the States to check these expenses. 'I’lic co-operation of 
the chiefs having been previou.sly secured, the committee had no great 
difficulty in drawing up a set of rules for the regulation of marriage 
and funeral e-xpenses, the ages at which marriages should he contracted, 
and other cognate matters. These rules, which were passed unani- 
mously and widely distributed in the various States, where local com- 
mittees of influential officials were appointed by the Darb-ars to see 
to their proper observance, laid down the maximum proportion of 
a man’s income that might be expended on (o) his own or his eldest 
son’s marriage, and (/') that of other relatives, together with the sire 
of the wedding party and the /iwf or largess to Charnns, BhSts, 
Dholis, and others. It was also laid down tluit no expenditure should 
be incurred on betrothals, and the minimum age at marriage was fixed 
at 1 8 for a boy and 14 for a girl. It was subsequently ruled that no 
girl should remain tmmarried after the age of 20, and that no second 
marriage should t.ake place during the lifetime of the first wife, unless 
she had no offspring or was affiicted with an incumblc disease. These 
rules apply primarily to Riijputs and ChFirans, but have been adopted 
by several other castes. The Wnltcrkrit Sabbfi meets annually at 
Ajmer in the spring, when the reports of the local committees arc 
discussed, the year’s work examined, and a printed report is published. 
That for 1905 shows that, in that year, of 4,418 Rfijput and Charan 
marriages reported, the age limits were infringed in only 87 cases and 
the rule as to expenditure in only 54 cases. 

Widow marriage is permitted by all castes except Brahmans, RSjputs, 
Khattrls, Ch.arans, Kflyaslhs, and some of the MnliSjan classes. As 
a rule no Brahmans or priests olficiatc, and the ceremonies are for the 
most part restricted to the new husband giving the woman bracelets 
and clothes and taking her into his house. ’I’lic custody of the 
children by the first marriage remains with the deceased husband’s 
family, and the widow forfeits all share in the latter’s estate. Among 
many of the lower caste.s (for example, the Uhils and Chamars) the 
widow is expected to marry her late husband’s younger brother ; and 
if she is unwilling to do so, and marries some other man, the latter 
has to pay compensation to the younger brother. 

The rules which in theory govern the custom of polygtuny are well 
known; but in practice, except among the wealthy sections of the 
community and the Bhil tribes, a second wife is rarely taken unless 
the first is barren or bears only female children, or .suffers from some 
incurable disease. The custom just referred to, by which the widow 
contracts a second marriage with her deceased husband’s younger 
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brother, leads in many cases to a man having more than one wife, and 
the Bhils usually have two wives. At the Census of 1901 there were 
in Rajputana, among all religions taken together, 1,046 wives to every 
1,000 husbands; and the statistics show that polygamy is far more 
common among the Jains, Hindus, and Animists than among the 
Musalmans, and that it is most prevalent in the tvestern States. On 
the other hand, there must have been many married men who were 
temporarily absent from their homes and had left their wives behind 
them. 

The principal language is Rajasthani, which is spoken by no less 
than 7,035,093 persons, or more than 72 per cent, of the total popula- 
tion. Omitting minor local differences, there are at least sixteen real 
dialects, which fall into four main groups ; namely, Marwarl, Jaipuri, 
Mewatl, and Malwi. By far the most important is Marwari, which 
has its home in Western RSjputana, is spoken by 4,276,514 inhabitants, 
and has representatives all over India. It has many varieties, of which 
the best known are the Thali of the desert, the Mewari of Udaipur 
State, the B%ri of north-east Bikaner, and the Shekhawali of north- 
west Jaipur. Jaipuri may be taken as representing the dialects of 
Eastern and South-Eastern Rajputana, of which it and Haraoti are 
the chief; it is spoken by 2,118,767 of the inhabitants. Mewati (or 
Bighola) is the dialect of Rajasthani which most nearly approaches 
Western Hindi, and in Alwar metres into Braj Bhasha; it is the 
language of 478,756 persons, living almost entirely in Alwar and 
Bharatpur, the country of the Meos. The head-quarters of MSlwi are 
in the Malwsi country, and.it is spoken by over 160,000 pcrson.s, chiefly 
in Jhalawar, Kotah, and Parlabgarh. ^^’hen mixed with Marwarl forms, 
it is called Rangri and is spoken by Rajputs, .\mong other languages 
common in Rajputana arc two dialects of ^\'eslcrn Hindi, namely Braj 
Bhasha and Hindustani (i.c. Urdu); and there iire, of course, several 
Bhil dialects in the south, all based on Gujarati, but forming a con- 
necting link between it and Rajasthani. 

Among castes and tribes, the most numerous are the Brfihmans, 
Jats, Mahajans, Chamars, Rajputs, Minas, Gujars, Bhils, Malis, and 
Balais. 

The Brahmans number 1,012,396 or 10*4 per cent, of the popula- 
tion. They arc found everywhere, but are proportionately strongest 
in Jaipur (over 13 per cent.), Karauli, Dholpur, and Bikaner. Their 
principal divisions are Daima, Gaur, Kanaujia, Paliwal, Purohit, Push- 
karna, Saraswat (Sarsut), and Srimal ; and their chief occupations arc 
priestly duties, trade, .Stale or private service, and agriculture. Many 
of them hold land rent free. 

The Jats (845,909, or 8*7 per cent, of the population) were very 
widely established all over Norlh-^Veslern Rajputana when the now 
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dominant clans began to rule in those parts, and without doubt this 
tract was one of their most ancient habitations. At the present time 
they outnumber every other caste in Bikaner, Kishangarh, and Jodhpur, 
and they are regarded as the best cultivators in the country. Socially, 
they stand at the head of the widow-marrying castes, and in Bharatpur 
and Dholpur they are politically important, as the chiefs of those 
States are Jats. In Bikaner the headman of the Godara sept has 
the privilege of making the iilak or mark of inauguration on the fore- 
head of each new chief of that State, in accordance with a promise 
made by Rao Bika when he took parts of the country from them in 
the fifteenth century. 

The Mahajans or Banias (754,317, or 7-8 per cent, of the population) 
are for the most part traders and bankers, some having business con- 
ne.xions all over India, while not a few are in State service. They 
are distributed throughout the country, but are proportionately most 
numerous in Sirohi, where they form 12-2 per cent, of the population, 
and Partabgarh (about ir per cent.). The principal caste units are 
Agarwal, Oswal, Mahesrl, Khandelwal, Saraog!, and Porwal. 

The Chamars number 688,023, or 7 per cent, of the population; 
they are curriers, tanners, day-labourers, and village menials, and many 
are agriculturists. Their name is derived from the Sanskrit charma- 
kara^ a ‘worker in leather,’ and they claim a Brahmanical origin. 
The story runs that five BrShman brothers were cooking their food on 
the roadside, when a cow came and died close to the spot. After 
some discussion, the youngest brother offered to remove the carcass, 
and when he had done so his brethren e.\communicated him ; and 
since then it has been the business of his descendants to remove the 
carcasses of cattle. The Chamars are more numerous than any other 
c^te in the States of Bharatpur, Dholpur, Kotah, and Tonk. In 
BIk.vner a member of this caste founded a sect about 1830 which 
is called after him, Lalgir, and numbers high-caste men among its 
adherents ; a brief account will be found in the article on that State. 

The Rajputs number 620,229, or 6-4 per cent, of the population. 
According to tradition there are two branches of this tribe, the Sflraj- 
ansi or Solar race, and the Chandrabansi or Lunar race. To these 
must e added the Agnikula or Fire group. Surajbansi Rajputs claim 
escent from Ikshwaku, son of the Manu Vaivaswat, who was the son 

0 aivaswat, the sun. Ikshwaku is said to have been bom from the 
nostril of the Manu as he happened to sneeze. The principal clans 

01 the Solar group are the Sesodia, Riithor, and Kachwaha, of which 

e c lie s of Udaipur, Jodhpur, and Jaipur are the respective heads. 

e unar race affect to be descended from the moon, to whom 
^ey trace their line through Budha or Mercury, the son of Soma. 

e principal clans are the Jadon and its branch, the BhSti, repre^nted , 
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by the chiefs of Karauli and Jaisalmer respectively ; the Tonwar, which 
once ruled in Delhi ; and the Jadeja, to which the rulers of Cutch and 
Navanagar in the Bombay Presidency belong. 

The Agnikulas or Fire tribes are supposed to have been brought 
into existence by a special act of creation of comparatively recent 
mythological date. The earth was overrun by demons, the sacred 
books were held in contempt, and there was none on whom the devout 
could call for help in their troubles. Viswamitra, once a Kshattriya, 
who had raised himself to be a Brahman, moved the gods to assemble 
on Abu ; four images of dubh grass were thrown into the fire fountain, 
and called into life by appropriate incantations. From these sprang 
the four clans : the Paramara or Ponw'ar, the Chaluk or Solanki, the 
Parihar, and the Chauhan. The chiefs of Bundi, Kotah, and Sirohi 
belong to the last named. 

Of the various Rajput clans enumerated in 1901, the Rathor stood 
first w'ilh 122, *160 j the Kachwaha second w'ith ioo,i86; and the 
Chauhan third with 86,460. Then followed the Jadon clan (74,666), 
the Sesodia (51,366), the Ponwar (43,435), the Solanki (18,949), and 
the Parihar (9,448). The Ra^jputs are, of course, the aristocracy of 
the country, and as such hold the land to a very large extent, either 
as receivers of rent or as cultivators. By reason of their position as 
integral families of pure descent, as a landed nobility, and as the 
kinsmen of ruling chiefs, they are also the aristocracy of India ; and 
their social prestige may be measured by observing that there is hardly 
a tribe or clan (as distinguished from a caste) in all India which does 
not claim descent from, or irregular connc.xion with, one of these 
Rajput stocks. The Rajput proper is very proud of his w’arlike reputa- 
tion, and most punctilious on points of etiquette. The tradition of 
common ancestry has preserved among them the feeling which permits 
a poor Rajput yeoman to hold himself as good a gentleman as the 
most powerful landowner of his own clan, and superior to any high 
official of the professional classes. But, as a race, they are inclined to 
live too much on the past and to consider any occupation other than 
that of arms or government as derogatory to their dignity ; and the 
result is that those who do not hold land have rather dropped behind 
in the modern struggle for existence, where book-learning counts for 
more than strength of arm. As cultivators, they are lazy and indiffer- 
ent, and prefer pastoral to agricultural pursuits; they look upon all 
manual labour as humiliating, and none but the poorest classes will 
themselves follow' the plough. Excluding the 34,445 Musal- 

mans (mostly in the w'estern States), the Riljputs are orthodox Hindus, 
and worship the divinities favoured by the sect to which they happen 
to belong. Their marriage customs are strictly exogamous, a marriage 
within the clan being regarded as incestuoqs, and in this way each 
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clan depends on others for its wives. But running through the entire 
series of septs are to be found the usages of isogamy and hypergamy, 
which e.\ercise a profound influence on their society. The men of 
the higher sept can take their wives from a lower, but a corresponding 
privilege is denied to the women ; the result is a surplus of women in 
the higher septs, and competition for husbands sets in, leading to the 
payment of a high price for bridegrooms, and enormously increasing 
tlie e.xpense of getting a daughter married. It was partly to remedy 
this state of affairs that the Walterkrit Sabha, already mentioned, was 
started. 

The Minas number 477,129, or nearly 5 per cent, of the population, 
being proportionately strongest in Karauli and Bfindi. There are 
numerous clans, of which one, (the Osara) contains the asli or unmixed 
stock, but has very few members; the others are of mixed blood, 
claiming irregular descent from Rajputs, Brahmans, Gujars, &c. The 
Minas are among the earliest inhabitants of Rajputana, and were 
formerly the rulers of much of the country now called Jaipur. They 
were dispossessed by the Kachwaha Rajputs about the beginning of 
the twelfth century, and for some time after it was the custom for one 
of their number to mark the ttka on the forehead of each new chief of 
Amber. In Jaipur and Ahvar they are divided into two main, classes, 
namely zamlndari and chaukidari^ which do not intermarry. The 
former are steady and well-behaved cultivators (and are found also in 
the three eastern States, Bharatpur, Dholpur, and Karauli), while the 
latter were, and to some extent still are, famous as marauders. In 
Bondi State and in the rugged countiy’ round JahSzpur and Deoli, 
which is called the Kherar and belongs to Bundi, Jaipur, and Udaipur, 
are found the Parihar MlnSs, who claim descent from the Parihar 
Rajputs of Mandor. They are a line athletic race, formerly notorious 
as savage and daring robbers ; but they have settled down to a great 
extent, and the infantry portion of the 42nd (Ueoli) Regiment (or the 
Mina Battalion, as it was called from 1857 to i860) has for many years 
been largely composed of them. Nearly 97 per cent, of the Minas of 
Rajputana are Hindus ; but among them, in the south and south-east 
of Jodhpur, is a sept called Dhedia which, though large in numbers, is 
low in social standing, chiefly because its members eat the flesh of 
cows. 

The Gujars (462,739) are mostly cattle breeders and dealers and 
agnculturists. They are a stalwart race, very similar to the Jats, with 
whom they can eat and drink, although they occupy a slightly lower 
social position. They were formerly noted cattle-lifters in Dholpur 
and Karauli, but now give little toouble. There are two main endoga- 
mous divisions of Gujars, namely Laur and Khari ; and in Bharatpur 
the former has the privilege of furnishing nurses for the ruling family. 
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Tlio BiiIls are described in a sepxiralc article. In 1901 they num- 
bered 339,786, or about 3,^ per cent, of the total population. They 
are found in every State c-veept Alwar, Bharatpur, Dholpur, Karauli, 
and the petty chiefship of Liiwa, but are most numerous in their early 
home in the south. 

An account of the Mcos will be found in the article on Mewat. In 
1901 the tribe numbered 168,596, nearly 98 per cent, of whom were in 
Alwar and Bharatpur. 

. Taking the population by religions, Hindus in 1901 numbered 
8,089,513, or more than 83 per cent.; Musalmans, 924,656, or 
per cent. ; Animisls, 360,543, or about 3^- per cent. ; Jains, 342,595, or 
3^ per cent. ; Cliristians, 2,840 ; and ‘ others ’ (such as Sikhs, Aryas, 
Pansis, BrUhmos, and Jews), 3,154. 

Hindus predominate in every State exccjit Banswava. In Karauli 
they form nearly 94 per cent, of the population, and in Dholpur, 
Bundi, Jaipur, and Shahpura over 90. 1 'he lowest proportions are 
found in the south, namely : Pariabgarh (61), Dungarpur (56), and 
Banswara (under 31 per cent.). No attempt was made at the last 
Census to record the numerous sects of Hindus, but an account of the 
DadQpanthis will be found in the article on Nauaina, a town in Jaipur 
State which is their head-quarters. 

Of the Musalmans, over 97 per cent, belong to the Sunni sect, more 
than 2 to the Shiah, and the rest (4,735 persons) to the Wahhabi sect. 
'J’hose of indigenous origin still retain their ancient Hindu customs and 
ideas. The local saints and deities arc regularly worshipped, the 
Brahman officiates at all family ceremonials side by side with the 
Musalmun priest, and if in matters of creed they are Muhammadans in 
matter.^ of form they are Hindus. 

The Animists are found in eleven Suites, and are mostly Bhils and 
Girasias residing in the wild tracts in the south. 'Phey share the usual 
belief that man is surrounded by a ghostly company of powers, ele- 
ments, and tendencies, some of whom dwell in trees, rivers, or rocks, 
while others preside over cholera, small-pox, or cattle diseases, and 
all require to be diligently propitiated by means of offerings and 
ceremonies, in which magic and witchcraft jjlay an important part. 

The main Jain sects arc the ancient divisions of the Digambara, 
whose images are unclothed, whose ascetics go naked, and ivlio assert 
that women cannot attain salvation ; and the Swetambara, who hold 
the opposite view regarding women, and whose images arc clothed in 
white. An offshoot from the latter, known as Dhiindia, carries to 
an extreme the doctrine of the preservation of animal life, and worships 
gurfes instead of idols. In 1901 more than 3® P*-*" cent, of the Jains 
returned their sect as Digambara, 45 us Swetambara, and the rest as 
Dhiindia. 
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The Christians (2,840) are made up of 969 Europeans and allied 
races, 503 Eurasians, and 1,368 natives. They have increased by 
53 per cent, since 1891, namely by 21 per cent, among Europeans 
and Eurasians, and more than in per cent, among the natives. The 
latter iigure is due chiefly to missionary enterprise, which received 
a great impetus during the famine of 1899-1900, when the various 
societies opened refuges for orphans and other destitute persons. Of 
the 1,368 native Christians enumerated in 1901, 40 per cent, were 
Presbyterians, 20 per cent. Roman Catholics, a further 20 per cent. 
Methodists, and 10 per cent belonged to the Church of England. 
The largest Christian community is to be found in Jaipur, where the 
United Free Church of Scotland Mission has had a branch since 1866, 
and where there are important railway centres at Bandikui and Fhalera. 
Next comes Sirohi with its railway population at Abu Road, and a 
number of Europeans at Mount Abu ; and then, in order, follow 
Kotab, Udaipur, Jodhpur, Alwar, Bharatpur, and Bikaner. The Scot- 
tish mission above mentioned has had branches at the city of Udaipur 
since 1877, at Alwar since 1880, at Jodhpur since 1885, and at Kotah 
since 1889, while the Church Missionary Society has been represented 
at the cantonment of Kherwara since 1881, and at Bharatpur since 1902. 

With the exception of Sirohi State, Rajputana is included in the 
Anglican see of the Bishop of NSgpur, and in the Roman Catholic 
Prefecture of Rajputana, which was established in 1891 and is ad- 
ministered by the Capuchin Fathers of Paris, the Prefect Apostolic 
having his head-quarters at Agra. Sirohi State forms part of the 
Anglican diocese, and of the Roman Catholic archdiocese, of Bombay. 

More than 56 per cent, of the total population in 1901 returned 
some form of agriculture as their principal means of subsistence ; more 
than 51 per cent, were either landlords or tenants, nearly 5 per cent 
were field-labourers, and 0-2 per cent, were growers of special products, 
rent collectors, &c. In addition to these, about 223,000 persons (or 
a further 2 ^ per cent.), who mentioned some other employment as the 
chief source of their livelihood, were also partially agriculturists ; and 
5^ per cent, more, who were shown under the head of general 
labourers, were doubtless to some extent supported by work in the 
fields. In Dholpur over 74 per cent., and in Bikaner 71 per cent., 
of the population are entirely dependent on agriculture, .while the 
lowest ratios (32 and 33 per cent.) are found in Sirohi and Lawa. 
More than 18 per cent, of the total population, including dependents, 
are maintained by the preparation and supply of material substances ; 
and of these, rather less than one-third find a livelihood by the pro- 
vision of food and drink, nearly onc-fourth by working and dealing 
in textile fabrics and dress, while about one-eighth are engaged in the 
leather industry. Personal and domestic services provide employment 
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for about 4^ per cent., and commerce for per cent, of the popu- 
lation. 

The majority of the people have three meals a day : namely, the first 
in the early morning before going to work, the second at midday, and 
the third any time after sunset. The morning meal consists cither of 
the remains of the previous evening’s chapaiis^ or of a kind of porridge 
(pabn) of the flour of maize, bdjra^ or joioar^ coarsely pounded and 
boiled overnight in diluted buttermilk. The midday and evening 
meals usually consist of chapatis^ pulse, and vegetables, washed down 
with milk or w’ater. The chapdiis or unleavened cakes are made of 
wheat, barley, maize, bdjra^ or Joiodr, according to the means of the 
consumer. A favourite dish of the more substantial farmers in the 
north and west is pounded bdjra mixed with moih in the proportion of 
four to one, boiled in water, and improved by the addition of a little 
clarified butter or fresh oil. Animal food is not in general use, though 
most Rajputs and some of the other Hindu castes cat it when they can 
afford it. The flesh of goats and wild hog is highly esteemed by the 
Rajputs, while tliat of sheep or fowls is considered inferior in both 
flavour and nutriment. Speaking generally, rice is a luxury, and sugar, 
sweetmeats, &c., arc consumed only on festive occasions. 

'J’herc is nothing peculiar about the dress of the people. The 
poorer Hindu males wear a turban of sorts, a rihoil or loin-cloth, a 
short jacket reaching to the waist, and sometimes a sheet over the 
shoulders which can be used ns a wrap for the upper part of the body. 
Those of the higher and middle classes wear cither d/ioti or trousers, 
a shirt ■ (^vrr/d), a long coat {a»garkhd)t and a cloth round the waist. 
The richer men wear a long coat, called cichkan and often very hand- 
some, in place of, or in addition to, the angarkhd^ and the use of a 
kerchief [rinndt) round the neck or over the turban is popular in some 
States, There is but little difference in dress between Hindus and 
Muhammadans ; the latter almost always wear trousers, and button 
their coats to the left instead of to the right like Hindus and Europeans. 
The dress of a Hindu female consists of a coloured skirt, a half-slccved 
bodice, and a sheet or veil taken over the head and round the body. 
Musalman women wear trousers {paijdmas), a long bodice more like 
a shirt, and the usual veil ; some of them wear skirts over their trousers, 
or a skirt and coat sewn as pne garment and called tilak. The wilder 
Bhils are scantily clad, their apparel generally consisting of a dirty rag 
round the head and a waislcloth of limited length ; their women-folk 
dress like the poorer 1-lindus, but wear a number of brass bangles and 
rings on their arms and legs. 

Except where building stone is plentiful, the houses of the people 
are generally of mud or unburnt bricks ; some have flat mud roofs 
supported on wooden beams, while others have sloping roofs of ill- 



uS rAJPUTANA 

baked tiles. The majority are low and badly ventilated, and usually of 
the same pattern, namely a quadrangular enclosure with rooms ranged 
round the sides. In the desert tracts the poorer classes have to be 
content with beehive-shaped huts, made from roots and grass, and 
usually surrounded by a thorn fence, which scrr'cs as a protection 
against the sand-drifts and hot rvinds as well tis a cattle-pen. The 
Bhils build their own huts, thatching them with straw and leaves, and 
in rare cases with tiles, while the walls consist of interwoven bamboos, 
or mud and loose stones. 

Hindus cremate their dead as a rule ; but infants who die before 
they are weaned, and Sanyasis, Gosains, Bishnois, and Naths are 
buried. Again, some of the low castes, such as the Chamars, Kolis, 
and Regars, bury when they cannot afford to burn. The Bhfls almost 
invariably bum their dead ; but the first victim of an outbreak of small- 
po.\ is buried, and if, within a certain time, no one else in the village 
dies of the disease, the body is disinterred and burnt. The Musalmans 
always practise inhumation. 

Apart from cricket, football, lawn tennis, and racquets, which arc 
played at the capitals of some of the States, the chief games of the 
younger generation are marbles, blindman’s-buff, hidc-and-scck, top- 
spinning, and games like hockey, tip-cat, prisoner’s base, &c. Kite- 
flying is practised by both children and adults ; and the indoor amuse- 
ments are chess, cards, and a kind of backgammon played with cowries 
and dice. The wealthier Rajputs arc fond of horse exercise, and many 
of them are in the front rank as horsemen and polo-players. The Bhils 
are no mean archers, and in their own peculiar way get a certain 
amount of sport yearly. But for the adult rural population as a whole 
there are few amusements or relaxations ; they meet on the //a/ai or 
platform, to smoke and discuss the weather and crops, and the 
monotony of their daily life is varied only by an occasional marriage 
or the celebration of one of the anmial festivals. 

The more important Hindu festivals arc the Holl and the Ganger in 
March ; the Tij or third of Sawan, being the anniversary of the day on 
which Parbatl was, after long austerities, reunited to Siva, in July j the 
JanmashtmT, or anniversary of the birth of Krishna, in August ; the 
Dasahra in September or October ; and the Dewali in the following 
month. The chief Muhammadan festivals are the Muharram, the two 
Ids, and the Shab-i-barat. 

Among some of the higher and middle classes of the Hindus, it is 
customary when a child is born to .send for the family priest or 
astrologer, who, after making certain calculations, announces the initial 
letter of the name to be given to the infant. Children are usually 
called after some god or goddess, or the day of the week on which they 
were born, or some jewel or ferocious animal, or arc given a name 
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suggestive of power, physical or political. The name of a man’s father 
is never added to liis own, whether in addressing him by speech or 
letter, but the name of his caste or gotra is sometimes prefixed or 
suffixed: c. g. Kothiiri Hanwant Chand and Bachh Raj Bhandari. The 
distinctive feature in the names of those bcloitging to the liigher Hindu 
castes is that the suffixes are generally indicative of the subdivision to 
which they belong. Thus, among the Brahmans, the name will often 
end with Deo, Shankar, Ram, Das, &c. ; among the Kshattriyas 
almost always with Singh ; and among the Vai.syas with Mai, Chand, 
Lai, &c. The Sudras, on the other hand, usually have only one name, 
a diminutive of that of a higher class, such as Bheria (Bhairon Lai), 
Chhatria (Chhatar Bhfij), and Uda (Udai R.nm). The most common 
suffixes used in the names of places arc : — ~put\ -pura, -khera, -war, 
-wara, -nagar, -ncr, and -/>//, all meaning ‘ town,’ ‘ village,’ ‘ hamlet,* or 
‘ habitation * ; -gar/t fort ’) ; and -wer (' hill ’). 

Excluding Sirohi State and the comparatively fertile portions of 
MarwSr found along the banks of the Luni river and its tributaries, 
the countrj* to the west, north, and north-west of the . 

AravalH Hills, comprising the whole of Jaisalmer, 

Bikaner, and Shekhawati, and most of Jodhpur, is a vast sandy 
tract. Water is far from the surface and scarce ; and irrigation is, in 
most parts, impracticable, for not only is the supply of water too scanty 
to admit of its being used for this purpose, but the depth of the wells 
usually exceeds 75 feet, the maximum at which well-irrigation has 
been found profitable. The Lfmi occasionally overflows and, on the 
subsidence of its w'aters, an alluvial deposit remains, which yields good 
crops of wheat, and there arc tracts in Jodhpur and Bikaner where 
artificial irrigation is possible; but, speaking generally, the people have 
to depend for their supply of grain almost entirely on the crops sown in 
the rainy season, which, in this part of the country', is of very uncertain 
character. When rain does fall, it sinks into the .sandy soil and does 
not flow off the surface, so that a very small rainfall suffices for the 
crops. In the eastern half of Rajpulana, the agricultural conditions 
are very diflerent. The rainfall is heavier and more regular; every 
variety of soil is found, from the light sand of the west to the richest 
alluvial loam, and there are extensive tracts of black mould which 
produce excellent crops of wheat and barley without artificial irriga- 
tion. Further, water is generally near the surface, and wells are very 
numerous; there are several considerable rivers and streams, and a 
large number of tanks. It follows, then, that, except in a very few 
parts, two crops a year are the rule and not the exception. 

There are two kinds of crops : those cultivated during the rainy 
season are called kharif or sawnu or sialu^ while the cold-season crops 
are known as ral)t or unalu. 
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The system of agriculture is everywhere very simple, and the imple- 
ments in use are of the rudest description. For the rains crops, ploughing 
operations commence with the first good fall of rain, and the land 
is ploughed from once to three times according to the stiffness of 
the soil. In the western half of Rajputana, a camel or a pair of 
bullocks is yoked to the plough, but sometimes donkeys or buffaloes 
are used. The eamels of the desert walk swiftly, and the ploughs are 
of very trifling weight ; consequently each cultivator is able to put a 
large extent of ground under crop. It is estimated that, in the light 
sandy soil, a man with a camel or a pair of good bullocks can plough 
from U'o to three acres a day. The seed is usually sown by means of 
a drill or bamboo tube attached to the rear of the plough, but .some- 
times, especially in the case of //V, broadcast. In the cultivation of the 
rabi crops more trouble is taken. The land receives several ploughings 
transverse to each other, and is harrowed and levelled in order to 
retain the moisture. When the .seed has been sown and the crops 
begin to sprout, considerable attention is paid to weeding ; thorn 
fences are erected to keep out cattle and hog ; scarecrows are set up 
to frighten away the birds, and persons are engaged to keep watch and 
are provided with slings or a noisy instrument, called thali^ in the 
western States. 

In the south of Rajputilna a peculiar mode of cultivation is practised 
by the Bhils ; it is called n*ahr or %valra, and resembles the jhum of 
Assam and the hmri of the Western GhUts. It consists of cutting 
douTi a patch of forest and burning the trees on the ground in order 
to clear room for a field, which is manured by the n.shcs. After a year 
or 'two, the soil is exhausted and another felling lakes place. The 
system, which is, of course, most destructive to the forests, has been 
prohibited in Dungarpur and Sirohi. 

The principal rains crops are ISjra {Ptnnhctum lyphoidcuui) or spiked 
millet, and jorvar {Sorg/ium vulgari) or great millet. The former is 
sown as early as possible, even in May if rain falls in that month, and 
takes about three months to ripen ; it is the chief crop in the western 
and northern States, and also in Alwar, Bharatpur, Dholpur, Karauli, 
and the greater part of Jaipur. Jinmr requires a stifler soil and more 
rain, and is sown later; it is the most common crop in Bundi, Jhalawar, 
Kotah, Tonk, and parts of Partabgarh and Udaipur. Other hharlf 
crops are maize or Indian corn, the food of the masses in the south ; 
moth and mung, both species of the kidney bean ; cotton ; and a coarse 
kind of rice. The cultivation of the latter is practically confined to 
Banswara, Dungarpur, and parts of Jaipur, Karauli, and Kotah. Of 
these crops, the only ones that usually require manure or artificial 
irrigation are maize and cotton. The principal I'abt crops arc wheat, 
barley, gram or chick-pea, sugar-cane, poppy, tobacco, san (Indian 
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liemp), and indigo. They require either constant irrigation or one 
of the best natur.il soils, and arc therefore to be found chiefly in the 
favoured eastern half of the country. The oilseeds consist of til (Sesa- 
inum wdiettm) in the rainy season, and mustard, rape, linseed, and castor 
in the cold season. Of these, til is by far the most important ; it is 
usually grown by itself, but is sometimes mixed with joioar or cotton. 

Manure is hardly used at all in the desert tracts in the west and 
north, and elsewhere is applied chiefly to irrigated lands, where the 
more valuable crops such as wheat, barley, poppy, sugar-cane, and 
tobacco arc grown, or to g.irdcns. It consists of the dutig of cattle, 
sheep, and goats, night-soil, village sweepings, deciduous leaves, jungle- 
plants, &c. ; and of these, the dung of sheep aiwl goats is preferred as 
being the most powerful. Hone manure is used to a small extent in 
Kishangarh, but is not altogether acceptable. The practice of penning 
.sheep and goats on the fields for a few days is common everywhere. 

Among the cultivated fruits arc the apricot, custard-apple, guava, 
mango, mulberry, oraugc, peach, plantain, plum, pomegranate, pum- 
mclo, tamarind, and several varieties of fig, lime, .and melon. Many 
kinds of vegetables arc grown for household use or for sale, such a.s 
artichoke, beet, cabbage, cjirrol, cauliflower, cclerj', egg-plant, onion, 
parsnip, potato, radi.sh, spinach, tomato, turnip, yam, and several of 
the gourd and cucumber family. 

Of improvement in agriculUinal practice there is \cry little to record. 
In a few of the States the seed is c.arefully selected, and cases arc 
known of experiments with Egypti.an cotton, American maize, and 
Turkish tobacco j but as a whole the cultivators arc very conservative. 

Tlie majority of the Stales advance money for the construction or 
repairs of wells and tank.s, and for the purchase of seed, bullocks, and 
agricultural implements. In some cases these loans arc free of interest, 
and in others a rate vjirying from d to 12 per cent, per annum is charged. 
In adverse seasons iahax’i advances arc given freely throughout Rajput- 
ana, .and in 1899-1900 they amounted to more than 24 lakhs. 

Except in parts of the north-c.a.sl and ca.st, where the recent famines 
and scarcities were less severely fell than elsewhere, the culli valors arc 
generally in debt, .and many of them arc heavily involved. This state 
of affairs is due partly to their own cxtrav.agancc .and imprudence or 
to debts they have inherited, partly to bad seasons, .and partly to the 
grasping methods of the bohra or profc.ssional money-lender In several 
Staie.s the majority of the cultivators arc entirely in the hands of their 
bohras and depend on them for everything. The rate of interest varies 
from j 8 to 36 per cent. ye.arly ; and the profits of the money-lender are 
swelled by charging compound interest, by making loans in bajra or 
joxuar and Insisting on a similar quantity of wheal in repayment, and 
in various other w.iys. 
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Agricultural statistics exist for the whole of one State (Bharatpur) and 
for portions of nine others, but they are available only for the last few 
years, and cannot be considered as altogether reliable. The table below 
is for the year 1903-4. The figures in the third column relate, for the 
most part, to khdha lands only, i.e. those paying full revenue to the 
State; while the figures in the fourth column are obtained by deducting 
from them the areas occupied by forests, towns, ullages, rivers, &c., 
or otherwise not available for cultivation. The differences between 
the figures in the last two columns represent the area cropped more 
than once. 
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Total 

88,597 

26.177 

20,694 

8.542 

8,124 


Thus returns exist for 26,177 square miles, or about one-fifth of the 
whole ; and of this area nearly four-fifths are available for cultivation. 
The net area cropped was 8,124 square miles, or 31 per cent, of the 
area for which returns exist and 40 per cent, of the area available for 
cultivation. Turning to individual States, the highest percentages of 
area cropped to that available for cultivation are found in Kishangarh, 
where the entire cultivable area is said to have been under crop, Alwar 
(82), Bharatpur (80), and Dholpur (74) ; and the lowest percentage in 
Bikaner (between 14 and 15). 

The table on the next page gives the areas under principal crops in 
^ 9 ° 3 ~ 4 ) ond shows that, of the total cultivated area, bdjra occupied 
22 per cent., jowdr about 16, wheat nearly 9, and gram over 7 per 
cent. 

These tables, though incomplete and imperfectly reliable, give an 
approximate guide to the conditions in the remaining four-fifths of 
Rajputana. Taking the States mentioned in the tables, it is doubtless 
the case that the rest of Jodhpur is, on the whole, less fertile and less 
cultivated than the 4,320 square miles for which returns exist, and that 
the large sandy district of Shekhawati (in Jaipur) is, as regards pro- 
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ductiveness and quality of soil, far inferior to the rest of that State and 
more resembles Bikaner. Yet, with these exceptions, there is reason 
to believe that the extent of cultivation in ja^r and muafi lands, held 
revenue free or at reduced rates, is probably much the same as in the 
khaha area. Again, turning to the States whose names do not appear 
in the table, Jaisalmer is no doubt a more sterile country than even 
its immediate neighbours to the east and north-east, but the central 
and south-eastern districts of Udaipur, the greater part of Partabgarh, 
and the southern half of Biindi will hold their own against any tract 
in Rajputana ; they are extensively cultivated and yield all the valuable 
spring crops, including iJoppy. 
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The main wealth of the desert lands of the west and north consists 
in the vast herds of camels, horned cattle, and sheep which roam over 
the sandy wastes and thrive admirably in the drj' climate. 

Camels are looked on rather as members of the family than as dumb 
animals j they plough and harrow the ground, bring home the har\'est, 
carry wood and water, and are both ridden and driven, ^’heir milk is 
used botli as an article of diet and as a medicine ; a fair profit is made 
from the sale of their wool, and, when they die, their skin is made into 
jars for holding ghl and oil. I’hc riding camels bred in these parts are 
probably superior to any others in India, and the best of them will 
cover from 80 to 100 miles in a night when emergency demands speed. 
The price varies from Rs. 1 50 to Rs. 300. The Jaisalmer camels are 
famed for their easy paces and hardiness, and can go long distances 
without food or water, subsisting for days on a little unrefined sugar 
and alum, which are carried in the saddle-bags. The best of this breed 
are smaller and finer in the head and neck than the ordinary camel. 
The camels of Jodhpur and Bikaner are larger and stronger than those 
of Jaisalmer, and are often very swift. 
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The bullocks of Nagaur, a district of Jodhpur, where they are chiefly 
bred, are famous throughout Northern India, and are sold at all the 
principal fairs. They are noted for their size, and their massive horns 
and humps ; a pair sometimes fetches Rs. 300, but the average price is 
Rs. 150. The cows of all the sandy tracts (especially Mallani and 
Sanchor in Jodhpur, and Ptigal in Bikaner) are held in the highest 
esteem ; they sell for Rs. 40 to Rs. 200, and give from five to ten seers 
of milk a day, but they require cleanliness and good food, and have to 
be carefully tended when away from their native pastures. 

Goats and sheep are reared in large numbers in the west and north ; 
the former supply the greater part of the animal food of the country, 
and their milk is in general use as an article of diet, especially in the 
desert. Sheep are kept prindpally for their wool, but are exported in 
large numbers j those of western Bikaner are said to be among the largest 
in India, while those of Jodhpur and Jaisalmer, though small, fatten 
excellently, and, when well fed, yield mutton second to none. 

The horses of Mallani and Jllor (two districts of Manvar) are re- 
nowned for their hardiness and ease of pace; they grow to a good 
height and, though light-boned, will carry plenty of weight and cover 
long distances without food or water. 

In the eastern half of the country there is nothihg remarkable about 
the live-stock, but efforts are being made by several DarbSrs to improve 
the breed of cattle by importing bulls from Hissar and Nagaur. 

The principal fairs are held at Pushkax, in Ajmer, in October or 
November, and at Tilwlra, near Balotra in Jodhpur, in March ; horse 
and cattle fairs are also held at Alwar, Bharatpur, and Dholpur. There 
is an important fair at Parbatsar in Jodhpur in September, at which 
many bullocks change hands, and smaller cattle or camel fairs are held 
at several places in Bikaner. 

The chief sources of irrigation are wells, tanks or reservoirs, and 
canals. Statistics are available for the area dealt with in the two pre- 
ceding tables, and are set forth below. Of the total area cropped in 
’^ 9 ° 3 “ 4 i 1,486 square miles, or more than 17 per cent., were irrigated: 
namely, three-fourths from wells and one-eighth from tanks and canals. 
Ihe percentages of area irrigated to total area cropped varied from 45 
in Kishangaih, 38 in Dholpur, and 33 in Jaipur, to 8 in Kotah, where 
artificia,! irrigation is in many parts unnecessary, and 2 in Bikaner, 
where it is more or less impracticable except in the north. In the 
rest of Rajputana, excluding Jmsalmer, it is reported that from one- 
sixth to one-fourth of the cultivated area is usually irrigated, the higher 
percentages being found in Sirohi and Udaipur, 

. The States which are best protected by irrigation are Jaipur, Bharat- 
pur, Kishangarh, Alwar, Kotah, and the chiefship of Shahpura. 

In Jaipur much has been done since 1868 in the construction of 
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tanks, reservoirs, and canals. In the khaha area alone there are 
200 irrigation works under the management of the Public Works 
department j they have cost more than 66 lakhs up to 1904, and 
brought in a gross revenue of nearly 59 lakhs. Bharatpur Stale has 
.spent 10 lakhs since 1S95, "O"* possesses 164 irrigation works, 

which are kept in good order by its Public Works department. The 
more important canals outside these two States are the Ghaggar canals 
in Bikaner, the Parbati canal in Kotah, and those connected with the 
Jaswant Sagar near Bililra in Jodhpur. Since the famine of 1899-1900 
increased attention has been paid in almost eveiy State to the subject 
of irrigation. In accordance with the recommendations of the Irriga- 
tion Commission of 1901-3, inve.stigations have been undertaken in 
the greater part of Rajputana at the expense of the Government of 
India and under the supervision of British engineers, witli the object 
of draw’ing up project. s for utilizing to the best advantage all available 
sources of water-supply. 
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Wells are the mainstay of the eastern half of the country, as also of 
Sirohi and parLs of Jodhpur. Their number is roughly estimated at 
300,000 j and they are, almost without exception, the properly of 
individual cultivators, the Darbiirs merely encouraging their con.strtic- 
tion by a system of agricultural advances knowti ns takavi^ or by liberal 
rules in the matter of land revenue assessment. 'I'he cost varies from 
a few rupees for a temporary well, to about Rs. 1,500 for a deep and 
permanent structure. Except in Sirohi and parts of Jodhpur, Kotah, 
and Udaipur, where the Persian wheel is used, the water is lifted by 
means of leathern buckets drawn up with a rope and pulley by bul- 
locks moving down an inclined plane. In the case of shallow wells, 
a contrivance known as dbenkli is everywhere popular. It is similar to 
the shadoof employed in Egypt, and consists of a stout rod, balanced 
on a vertical post, with a heavy weight at one end and a leathern 
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bucket or earthen pot suspended by a rope to the other. The worker 
dips the bucket or pot into the water, and, aided by the counterpoising 
weight, empties it into a hole from which a channel conducts the water 
to the lands to be irrigated. Water is sometimes lifted from streams 
in the same way. 

Wages vary greatly according to locality, but have increased every- 
where during the last twenty years. The landless day labourer now 
Rent wa e two to four annas daily, instead of 

a^d 'prices.^* t'vo annas in former times, while the 

monthly wage of domestic servants has risen 20 or 
25 per cent. As regards agricultural labour, the .system of payment in 
kind is common ; and the village artisans and servants, such as carpen- 
ters, potters, blacksmiths, workers in leather, and barbers, are almost 
always remunerated in this way. In some Stales the cultivators 
employ labourers for a particular harvest, and give them two or three 
rupees a month in addition to food and clothes, or a share of the 
produce j and in such cases the.se helps arc usually of the same caste 
as their employers, so that they may eat together and thus economize 
food. Tlie wages of skilled labour have, as elsewhere, risen consider- 
ably in consequence of the G.\tcnsion of raihrny.s and industries, and the 
general rise in prices. 

The table below shows the average price of the staple food-grains 
(and of salt) in seers per rupee during the twenty-eight years ending 
1900, excluding years of acute famine. The figures opposite the 
eastern division represent the average prices in the Ahvar, Bharatpiir, 
Dholpur, Jaipur, Karauli, and Udaipur States, while those opposite the 
western division relate to Bikaner, Jaisalmer, and Jodhpur. 
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It will be seen that the prices of all grains have risen since 1S90, 
and this was due to a series of indifferent seasons. The importance of 
railways a.s levellers of prices cannot be overestimated ; in the famine 
of T 868-9, when there was no railway, grain sold for less than 4 seers 
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per rupee, whereas in the recent famine of 1899-1900 prices were 
never higher tlian 7 or 8 seers. 

The material condition of the urban population is generally satis- 
factory, and the standard of living is considerably higher than it was 
thirty or forty years ago. The middle-class clerk has sufficient income 
to dress well, diet himself libcrall}*, and give his sons an English 
education ; his house is comforbihly, if simply, furnished, and he can 
generally afford to keep a personal servant. In rural areas, on the 
other hand, there ha.s been little change in the style of living, and in 
some States there has been a perceptible falling off owing to recent 
adverse seasons. It is only by the exercise of thrift and frugality that 
the people can hold their own. The cultivators, as a whole, arc in- 
differently housed and poorly clad, and their food, if sufficient, consists 
usually of inferior gniins. 'I’hc condition of the ordinary labourer 
shows some improvement, in consequence of the irrcrcasc in wages and 
the extension of public works. 

'I'herc are no large timber forests in Rajputana, but the woodlands 
arc e,\tensive upon the south-western Anavallis and throughout the hilly 
tracts adjoining, where the rainfall is good. Mount porcsts 
Abu is well wooded from summit to .skirts and 
po.ssesscs several valuable kinds of timber; and from Abu north-east- 
ward the western slopes of the range are still well clothed with trees 
and bushes up to the neighbourhood of Merwara. below the hills on 
this western side runs a belt of jungle, sometimes spreading out along 
the river beds for some distance mto the plain. All vegetation, how- 
ever, rapidly decreases in the direction of the Luni ; and beyond that 
river, ^ISrwar, Jhkaucr, and Jaisaliucr have scarcely any trees at all, 
except a few plantations close to village.s or to\vn.s. In the west and 
south of Mewar the forests stretch for miles, covering the hills 
with scrub jungle and the valleys with thickets ; while the southern- 
most States of Banswfira, Dungarpur, and Parifibgarh are, in proportion 
to their size, the best wooded of any in Rajpuiiina. Here teak and 
other valuable timber trees would thrive well if the jungles were not 
periodically ruined by the Uhils, who burn them down for the purposes 
of sport or agriculture almost unchecked. In Bfindi and Kolah, and 
in parts of Jaipur, Alwar, and Karauli, the woodlands are considerable, 
but they contain very little valuable timber. Elsewhere in Rajputana 
there arc only fuel and fodder reserves. 

'riic principal trcc.s found in the forest are dhak {Butea frendosa)^ 
dhdman {Grewia pilosa), dhao {Anogi'bsus pendttla)^Sf^l {Odina JFodier), 
jdmun {JSugeniaJambohna), karayia {Sferculia untn), sCdor {Boswellia 
tlntrifcra), semal (Jiombax malabarimm^ teiidfi {Diospyros tomcniosa), 
and uni {Saccopefafum tomenlosum), 'I'cak is found sparingly and 
seldom attains any size ; the mango, mahuCi {Bassia hxtifoUa), and the 
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small bamboo are common. The minor forest produce consists of 
grass, firewood, bamboos, fruits, honey, lac, gum, &c. 

In some States right-holders get forest produce free or at reduced 
rates and in years of scarcity tlie forests are usually thrown open to 
the people for grazing, grass-cutting, and the collection of fruits, 
tubers, &c. 

The area under the management of the Forest departments of the 
various States cannot be given. Indeed, in many of the States there is 
no real Forest department, the staff being chiefly engaged in guarding 
game-preserves or providing forage and fuel for Raj establishments j 
but in Alwar, Jaipur, Jodhpur, Kotah, and Sirohi the forest area 
amounts to about 2,800 square miles, and efforts are made to work 
the forests on proper lines. The forest revenue in these five States, 
e.\cluding the value of grass, wood, &c., taken free by right-holders or 
supplied for the requirements of the Darbar, is about 2-5 lakhs, and 
the expenditure nearly 1-5 lakhs. 

The most important mineral now being worked is coal at Falana in 
Bikaner. It is of Tertiary age, and was discovered in 1896 in associa- 


Mines and 
minerals. 


tion with Nummulitic rocks. Mining operations 
were started in 1898, and the colliery was connected 
w'ith the Jodhpur-Bikaner Railway by a bntnch line. 


ten miles long, in the following year. The output has risen from 


about 500 tons in 1898 to over 44,000 tons in 1904. The coal is of 
inferior quality, but when mixed with the Bengal variety is found 
satisfactory, and is largely used on the Jodhpur-Bikaner Railway and 


by the Public Works department of the State; attempts are being 


made to manufacture briquettes. The colliery gives employment to 
about 100 labourers. 


What Colonel Tod called the tin mines of Mewar, once very pro- 
ductive and yielding no inconsiderable portion of silver, are probably 
the lead and zinc mines of the village of Jawar, 16 miles south of 
Udaipur city. They are said to have been worked till i8iz, w'hcn, 
in consequence of a famine, the village was depopulated. Prospecting 
operations, undertaken in 1872, showed but a very' small proportion 
of silver in two specimens of galena, namely, about io| ounces to 
a ton of lead ; and the mines have since been untouched. There are 


old lead-workings in the Thana Ghazi district of i\Iwar, and the remains 
of zinc furnaces at Sojat in Jodhpur. 


Copper is found in several States, and was formerly smelted in 
considerable quantities. The most important mines are at Khetri 
and Singhan.\ in Jaipur, and they must have produced copper for 
a long period. Some of the hills are honeycombed with old e.\cava- 
lions ; and the heaps of slag from the furnaces have accumulated, in 
the course of time, until they now form a range of hillocks several 



Jf/uVJiS MVJ} MINERALS 


129 


hundred feet in length, and from 30 to 60 feet high. The ores arc 
copper pyrites, and some carbonates also occur ; considerable quantities 
of blue vitriol (copper sulphate), alum, and copperas (iron sulphate) 
were formerly manufactured from decomposed slates and refuse. At 
Dariba, the chief mine in Ahvar, the ores arc also copper pyrites, but 
are mixed with arsenical iron, and occur irregularly disseminated 
through the black slates, only a few specks and stains being seen 
in the quartzites. Here, as elsewhere, the industry is diminishing 
owing to the importation of copper from Europe, and the mine is 
practically abandoned. 

Iron ores are pretty generally distributed throughout the country, 
but the most noteworthy deposits are found in Jai|)ur, Alwar, and 
Udaipur. In the first of these States, the mines at Kanvar have long 
been abandoned, in consequence, it is said, of the scarcity of fuel ; but 
in the south-west of Alwar, the eastern half of Udaipur, and in parts 
of Kotah, the ores arc worked on a small scale to supply native 
furnaces. 

Cobalt has long been known as occurring in the mines near KniiTRi, 
in association with nickel and copper ores. It has been compared to 
a tine grey sand having the appearance of iron filings, and is found in 
minute crj'stals belonging to tlie isometric system, mixed with copper 
and iron pyrites. Under the name of schta^ it is exported to Jaipur, 
Delhi, and other places, and is used by Indian jewellers for producing 
a blue enamel. 

The rocks of Rajputana arc rich in good building materials. The 
ordinary quartzite of the Aravallis is well adapted for many purposes ; 
the more schistose beds arc employed as flagstones or for roofing, and 
slates arc found in the Alwar and Rundi hills. 

Limestone is abundant in sevend parts, and is used both for building 
and for burning into lime. Two local forms of it stand pre-eminent 
among the ornamental stones of India for their beauty : namely, the 
Kaialo group, quarried at Ruifdo (Rai 3 la) in Jaipur, at Jhiri in Alwar, 
and at jMakkana in Jodhpur; and the Jaisulmer limestone. The 
former is a fine-grained crystalline marble, the best being pure white 
in colour, while others arc grey, pink, or variegated. The famous Taj 
at Agra was built mainly of Avhitc Makriina marble, and it is proposed 
to use the same stone in the construction of the Victoria Memorial 
Hall at Calcutta. 'J'he Jaisalmer variety is of far later geological age ; 
it is even-grained, compact, of a buflT or light brown colour, and is 
admirably adapted for fine carving. It takes a fair polish, and was 
at one time used for lithographic blocks. 

Sandstone is plentiful almost everywhere, varying greatly in texture 
and colour. The most famous quarries are at Bansi .Paharpur in 
Bharatpur Stale ; they have furnished materials for the most celebrated 
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monuments of the Mughal dynasty at Agra, Delhi, and Fatehpur Sikri, 
as well as for the beautiful palaces at Dig. There are two varieties 
of this stone : namely, a very fine-grained yellowish white ; and a dark 
red, speckled with yellow or white spots. The quarries give employ- 
ment to 4SO labourers, and the out-turn is about 14,000 tons a year. 
Excellent red sandstone comes from Dalmera in Bikaner, from Dholpur, 
and from several places in Jodhpur, where also the brown, pink, and 
yellow varieties are found. 

Beds of unctuous clay or fuller’s earth are found in parts of Bikaner 
and the two western States from 5 to 8 feet below the surface j the 
clay is used locally as a hair-wash or for dyeing cloth, and is exported 
in considerable quantities to Sind and the Punjab under the name of 
muHani mini. 

Large deposits of gypsum occur in the vicinity of Nagaur and at 
other places in Jodhpur; the mineral is used as cement for the 
interiors of houses, and the yearly output is about 5,000 tons. 

Of pigments, a black mineral paint, discovered in Kishangarh in 
1886, has been successfully tried on the RajputSna-MSlwa and Jodhpur- 
Blkaner Railways, and on steamers. 

The only precious or semi-precious stones at present worked arc the 
garnets, which occur in the mica schists of the Rajmahal hills in Jaipur, 
near SarwSr in Kishangarh, and to a less extent in the BhilwSra district 
of Udaipur. Beryl was once worked on a large scale near Toda Rai 
Singh in Jaipur, and turquoises are said to have been found in the 
same locality. Rock-crystal is occasionally met with, but of no market- 
able value. 

The salt sources of Rajputana are celebrated. Under agreements 
entered into with the various Darbars in, or soon after, 1879, the local 
manufacture of salt has ceased in every State c.xcept Bikaner, Jaisalmcr, 
Jodhpur, and Kotah. In the first two States, a small amount, limited 
to about 360 tons in Bikaner and 180 in Jaisalmer, is manufactured 
at LUnkaransar (Bikaner) and Kanod (Jaisalmer) ; but the salt is of 
inferior quality. Similarly, the Jodhpur and Kotah Darbars arc per- 
mitted to manufacture small quantities of hhari or earth-salt for indus- 
trial purposes. With these exceptions, the manufacture is entirely in 
the hands of the Government of India ; and the chief salt sources are 
the Sambhar Lake, leased by the Jaipur and Jodhpur States in 
1869-70, the depressions at DIdwana, Pachbhadra, Phalodi, and 
the Luni tract, leased by Jodhpur in 1879, ®tid the lake at Kachor 
Rewassa, leased by Jaipur in 1879. *rhe only sources now worked 
are the first three mentioned immediately above, and they are under 
the charge of the Northern India Salt Revenue department. During 
the five years ending 1903, tlie yearly out-turn averaged about 164,000 
tons, worth about 9 lakhs ; during the same period the yearly sales 
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have averaged nearly 170,000 tons, and the annual net revenue has 
been more than 11 r lakhs (say, £743,000). 

In manufactures Rajputana has no speciality, unless the making 
of salt be included under this head. The more important industries 
arc the weaving of muslin, the dyeing and stamping 
of cotton cloths, the manufacture of carpets, rugs, ma^ufaemres. 
and other woollen fabrics, enamelling, pottery, and 
work in ivory, lac, brass, steel, stone, &c. 

The weaving of coarse cotton cloths for local use is carried on in 
almost every village, and cotton rugs {dans) are made in a few places. 
Among muslins the foremost place is held by those of Kotah, where 
the charming art of dyeing the thinnest net with a different colour on 
each surface is still sometimes practised. 'I'lic dyeing and stamping 
of cotton cloths is carried on largely in several Suites, particularly at 
Sanganer in Jaipur. 'I’he chintzes are printed in colours by hand 
blocks, but the industry is decaying owing to machine competition. 
The patterns on dark green and light yellow cloths are frequently 
stamped with gold or silver leaf. 'Fie-dyeing (called chiindn Imidish) 
is practised chiefly in Jaipur and Kotah. The process consists of 
knotting up with thread any portion of the cloth which is to escape 
being dyed. For each of the many colours required to produce an 
elaborate design, a separate knotting is required, and, though the 
labour involved is great, the rapidity with which the work is done 
is marvellous. 

Fine wool is obtained from Bikaner, Jodhpur, and Shekhawali, and 
is much prized for carpet-weaving. 'Fhe principal woollen manufactures 
are carpets, rugs, shawls, and blankets, especially famous in Bikaner. 
Felt rugs, saddle-cloths, capes, &c., are made at Malpura in Jaipur, 
and at several places in Jodhpur and 'I’onk. 

For enamelling on gold, Jaipur is acknowledged to be pre-eminent, 
and some work is done on silver and copper. The enamel is of the 
kind termed 'champlevl-^ i.c. the outline is fonned by the plate itself, 
while the colours are placed in depressions hollowed out of the metal. 
The red colour is the most diflicult to apply, and for this hue Jaipur 
is famous. Tlie quasi-enamelling of Partabgarh, where the article 
itself is of glass, is also interesting. 

best pottery is produced in Jaipur, and is practically the same 
\a^)at for which Delhi has long been noted. The vessels are formed 
ihs^oulds and, after union of the separate parts, are coated with 
powdered white felspar mixed with starch, and are then painted. The 
ware is next dipped in a transparent glaze of glass, and when dry 
goes to the kiln, where only one baking is required. At Indargarh in 
Kotah painted pottery is made, the colour being applied after the 
pottery has been fired. 
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Ivory-turning is carried on to a small extent in Ahvar, Bikaner, 
Jodhpur, and Udaipur, the articles manufactured being mostly bangles, 
chessmen, &c. At Etawah (in Kotah) boxes and powder-flasks are 
veneered with horn, ivory, and mother-of-pearl set in lac; while fly- 
whisks and fans made of ivory or sandal-wood arc curiosities produced 
at Bharatpur. The fibres are beautifully interwoven and, in good 
specimens, are almost as flne as ordinary horsehair. 

Work in lac is practically confined to such small articles as toys, 
bangles, and stools, and is carried on in most of the States. In 
Bikaner lac, or some similar varnish, is up]) 1 icd to skin oil-flasks 
{fiiippis), and in Shahpura lac is used in the ornamentation of shields 
and tables. 

Brass and copper utensils of daily use arc manufactured every- 
where. The brass-work of Jaipur, which is especially artistic. Lakes 
the form of tea-tables, salvers, Ganges water-pots, and miniature repro- 
ductions of bullocks, camels, carts, deer, elephants, &c. 

Sword-blades, daggers, knives, &c., arc manufactured in Jhalawar, 
Sirohi, and Udaipur, and, in the second of these States, are often inlaid 
with gold or silver wire. 

The carving of small articles and models in stone is practised 
chiefly in Alwar, Bharatpur, Jaipur, Jaisalmcr, and Jodhpur. Among 
other industries may be mentioned the manufacture of ornamental 
saddlery and camel-trappings, leathern jars for g/il and oil, and silver 
table-ornaments. 

There is only one spinning imd wciiving mill in RiijpuUlna, at 
Kishangarh. It was opened in 1897 and now employs about 500 
hands daily : there arc over 10,000 spindles, and the out-turn in 1904 
exceeded 685 tons of yarn. Of cotton-presses there arc sixteen, half of 
which belong to private individuals. Jaipur owns three, Kishangarh 
two, and Udaipur, Bundi, and Shahpura own one each. These eight 
presses employ from 700 to 1,200 hands daily during the working 
season, and in 1903-4 about 32,000 bales (of 400 lb. each) were 
pressed. 

Of the trade of Riijputana in olden days very little is known. The 
principal marts were Bhilwara in Udaipur, Chum and Rajgurh in 
Commerce M^lpura in Jaipur, and Pali in Jodhpur ; 

and trade. formed the connecting link between the 

sea-coast and Northern India. The productions of 
India, Kashmir, and China were exchanged for those of Europe, Africa, 
Persia, and Arabia. Caravans from the ports of Cutch and Gujarat 
brought ivory, rhinoceros’ hides, copper, dates, gum arabic, borax, 
coco-nuts, broadcloths, sandal-wood, drugs, dyes, spices, coffee, &c., and 
took away chintzes, dried fruits, sugar, opium, silks, muslins, shawls, 
dyed blankets, arms, and salt. The guardians of the merchandise 
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were almost invariably Charans, and the most desperate outlaw seldom 
dared commit any outrage on caravans under the safeguard of these 
men, the bards of the Rajputs. If not strong enough to defend their 
convoy with sword and shield, they rvould threaten to kill themselves, 
and would proceed by degrees from a mere gash in the flesh to a 
death-w'ound ; or if one victim was insufficient, a number of women 
and children would be sacrificed and the marauders declared re- 
sponsible for their blood. The chief exports of local production were 
salt, wool, gJa^ animals, opium, and dyed cloths, while the imports 
included wheat, rice, sugar, fruits, silks, iron, tobacco, &c. The 
through trade was considerable, but was hampered by the system of 
levying transit and other dues, known as rahdari^ tndpa, dalali^ chungi^ 
&c. At the present time, except in four or five of the less important 
Slates, transit duties have either been abolished altogether, or are 
levied only on opium, spirits, or intoxicating drugs ; but import and 
export duties are still in force in most of the Stales. 

The chief exports now’ are salt, wool and woollen fabrics, raw cotton, 
oilseeds, opium, gla, marble and sandstone, hides, printed cloths, 
camels, cattle, sheep and goats \ and the main imports include food- 
grains, English and Indian cotton goods, sugar, tobacco, metals, 
timber, and kerosene oil. The bulk of the trade is carried by rail, 
but no complete statistics are available. 

The principal trade centres are the capitals of the various Slates, 
and also the towns of Baran, Bhilwara, Churu, Dig, J hunjhunu, Merta, 
Nagaur, Pali, Sambhar, and Sikar. The head-quarters of banking and 
exchange operations may be said to be Jaipur, the largest and richest 
city of Rajputana, though the principal firms of Mahva and of the 
northern cities of British India have agencies in most of the towms. 
The employment of capital is, however, becoming less productive since 
the peculiar sources of profit formerly open have been disappearing. 
At the beginning of the nineteenth century large commercial specula- 
tions had more the character of military enterprises than of industrial 
ventures, when the great banking firms remitted goods or specie 
under armed bands in their own pay, and when loans were made at 
heavy interest for the payment of armies or the maintenance of a 
government. Now, railways and telegraphs are gradually levelling 
profits on exchange and transport of goods, while the greater pros- 
perity and stability of the States, under the wing of the Empire, render 
them more and more independent of the financing bankers. 

The total length of railways in Rajputana, including the British 
District of Ajmer-Merwara, has increased from 652 miles in r88r, 943 

in 1891, and 1,359 in 190T, 1° h 57 <i in 1906- communications. 

Of the miles now’ open, 739 are the property of the 

British Government, and the rest are owned by various Native Slates ; 



134 JRA/PVTANA 

and, with the exception of 48 miles, the entire length is on the metre- 
gauge system. 

The oldest and most important line, the Rajputana-Mahva, belongs 
to Government, and has a total length in RajputSna of about 720 miles. 
Starting from Ahmadabad, it enters the country near Abu Road in the 
south-west, and runs north-east to Bandikui, whence one branch goes 
to Agra and another to Delhi. It also has branches from Ajmer south 
to Nimach and from Phalera north-east to Rewari. With the exception 
of the chord last mentioned, which is a recent extension, the line was 
constructed between 1874 and 1881 ; it has been worked on behalf 
of Government by the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway 
Company since 1885, and the lease has just been renewed. 

The only other Government line in the ]?rovince is the Indian Mid- 
land section of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, which runs for 
about 19 miles through the Dholpur State between Agra and Gwalior j 
it is on the broad gauge, and was opened for traffic in 1878. 

Of lines owned by Native States, by far the most important is the 
Jodhpur-Brkaner Railway, the property of these two Darbars, and 
worked by a special staff employed by them. Its length in Rajputana 
is 700 miles, 455 belonging to Jodhpur and 245 to Bikaner; and 124 
additional miles, situated in British territory, are under the same 
management. The line starts from Marwar junction on the RajputSna- 
Malwa system, and runs north-west for 44 miles till it reaches the LOni 
river, whence there are two branches, one almost due west to Hyder- 
abad (Sind), where it meets the North-Western Railway, and the other 
generally north-by-north-east past Jodhpur, Merta Road, and Bikaner 
to Bhatinda in the Punjab. Prom Merta Road another branch runs 
east, joining the Rajputana-Malwa line at Kuchawan Road, not far 
from the Sambhar Lake. The Jodhpur-Bikaner Railway has been 
constructed gradually between i88i and 1902, and the total capital 
outlay of the two States to the end of 1904 was about 1 73 lakhs ; in the 
year last mentioned the net receipts exceeded 13^ lakhs, thus yielding 
a return of nearly 8 per cent, on the capital outlay. 

The remaining lines are the Udaipur-Chitor, a portion of the Bfna- 
Guna-Baran, and the Jaipur-Sawai Madhopur Railways. Of these, the 
first connects the towns after which it is named, is. 67 miles in length, 
and is the property of the Udaipur Darbar, by which it was constructed 
between 1895 and 1899, and by whicli it has been worked since 1898. 
The capital expenditure up to the end of 1904 was nearly 21 lakhs^ 
and the net profits average about 5 per cent. 

In the south-east comer of the Province, the ICotah Darbar owns the 
last 29 miles of the Blna-Guna-Baran (broad gauge) line, which was 
opened for traffic in 1899, and has since been worked by the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway. The section within Kotah territory has 
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cost more than 17 lakhs, but the net profits average only about 
per cent. The line also runs for 22 miles through the Chhabra 
district of Tonk, but this portion is now owned by the Gwalior 
State. 

A metre-gauge line is now being constructed by the Jaipur Darbar 
between its capital and Sawai Madhopur, a distance of 73 miles. The 
first 40 miles as far as Nawai have recently been opened for traffic. 

Another line which is under construction and should greatly benefit 
the south-eastern States is that between Nagda in Gwalior and Muttra. 

It would be difficult to overestimate the benefits which the railway 
has conferred on the inhabitants, particularly during periods of famine. 
Without it, thousands of persons and cattle would have died in 1899- 
1900. It has had the eficct of levelling and steadying prices, and 
preventing local distress from disorganizing rural economy, and has 
brought about the general advancement of material prosperitj' by 
stimulating the cultivation of marketable produce. As for the influ- 
ence which railwaj’S have exercised on the habits of the people, it 
may be said that they have a tendency to relax slightly the oliscrvance 
of caste restrictions, and to introduce a good deal of Hindustani and 
a Sprinkling of English words into everj'day use. 

The total length of metalled roads is about 1,190 miles, and of 
unmetalled roads 2,360 miles ; of these, 250 miles are maintained by 
the British Government, and the rest by the various States and 
chiefships. The use of roads for through communication has declined 
since the introduction of the railway. The first great road constructed 
in the country was that between Agra and Deesa, running for about 
360 miles through the States of Bharatpur, Jaipur, Kishangarh, 
Jodhpur, and Sirohi. It was constructed between 1865 and 1875, 
partly at the cost of the States concerned, and partly from Imperial 
funds, and, except for the last 28 miles, was metalled throughout ; 
but it has now been superseded by the railway, and is kept up merely 
as a fair-weather communication. Another important road built about 
the same time w’as that connecting Nasirabiid and Nimach ; but the 
Rajputana-Malwa Railway now runs close to and parallel with it, and it 
is rarely used. The chief metalled roads at present maintained by 
Government are those between Na.sirabad and Heoli, passing through 
parts of Jaipur and Kishangarh, and between Mount Abu and Abu 
Road in Sirohi. The Slates with the greatest lengths of metalled roads 
are Jaipur (292 miles), Bharatpur (165 miles), Kotah (143 miles), and 
Udaipur (142 miles). 

The country carts vary greatly in size, but all are of old-fashioned 
type. In some cases the bottom of the carl is level, while in others 
it is curved, the back part being nearer to the ground in order to 
facilitate unloading. The wheels are seldom tired. In some of the 
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towns ekhas and tongas are used for the conveyance of passengers, 
and the upper classes occasionally keep bullock-carriages called raths 
oxhaiKs, In the desert tracts the people travel on camels. 

With the exception of Dholpur, which is included for postal purposes 
in the Postmaster-Generalship of the United Provinces, and certain 
States which have postal arrangements of their own, the Province forms 
a circle in the charge of a Deputy-Postmaster-General. The following 
statistics show the advance in business in Rajputana since 1880-1. 
The statement includes figures for Dholpur except when it is otherwise 
stated, but not those of Darbar post offices in States which have their 
own postal arrangements ; — 



i88o-j. 

1S90-1. 

1900-1. 

1902-3. 

Number of post offices 

*85 

225 

305 


Number of letter boxes 

*•14 

*131 

227 

249 

Number of miles of postal 


communication 

*2,072 

*3,65i 

4>797 

5 , 3 ” 

Total nnmber of postal 
articles delivered 




Letters . 

*3,o6j,oq6 

4,670,784 

.*;.8.s;6.474 

4,850,693 

6,044,490 

Postcards . . , 

*172,394 

2,099,360 

5,797,338 

Packets . , 



•^• 25^*95 

t 33 o, 6 s 7 

Newspapers 

Parcels . 

*16,078 

348,088 

1 275,900 

J 403 ,i” 

* 4 *. 5*2 

58.,S99 

84,523 

97,741 

Value of stamps sold to 




the public . . Rs. 

*78,909 

*2, « 7,594 

2,28,818 

2,09,922 

Value of money-orders 


issued . . . Rs. 

*ia. 45 i 5 W> 

*35,8o,7>o 

66,23,911 

50,54,753 

Total amount of savings 





bank deposits . Rs. 

... 

*7,54,308 

10,13,299 

12,24,583 


' These figures excinde statistics for Dholpur which are includ^ in the figures for the United 
Provinces. + Includes unregistered newspapers. 

i Registered as newspapers in the Post Office, 


The States which, besides possessing British post office.s, have 
a local postal system of their own are Biindi, Dholpur, Dungarpur, 
Jaipur, Kishangarh, Shahpura, and Udaipur. The primary object of 
this local service is the transmission of official correspondence ; but 
the public are usually permitted to send letters either on payment 
of a small fee, or, in Bundi, Jaipur, and Kishangarh, by affixing the 
necessary local postage-stamp. 

Rajputana has been subject to famine from the earliest times of 
Famine which we have any tradition. Colonel Tod called 
it the grand natural disease of the western regions, 
and a Marwaii proverb tells us to expect one lean year in three, one 
famine year in eight. 

The cause of scarcity or famine is the failure of the south-western 
monsoon ; adverse weather conditions, such as hail and frost, or visita- 
tions of locusts, have frequently done much damage, but they seldom 
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cause more than a partial failure of crops, and this hiilure is usually 
confined to certain districts. 

Famines may be classified thus according to their intensity : ankal 
(grain famine) ; jalkal (scarcity of water) ; trinkal (fodder famine) j and 
trikal (scarcity of grain, water, and fodder). The tracts most liable 
to famine are the desert regions of Bikaner, Jaisalmer, and Jodhpur, 
situated outside the regular course of both the south-western and north- 
eastern monsoons. Here there are no forests and no perennial rivers ; 
the depth of water from the surface exceeds the practical limit of well- 
irrigation ; and the rainfall is scanty, irregular, and at times so fitful 
that the village folk say that one bom of the cow lies within, and the 
other without, the rainy zone. The best-protected States are found 
along the eastern frontier from Alwar in the north to Jhalawar in the 
south ; the rainfall here is good and fairly regular, and facilities for 
artificial irrigation are abundant. 

From the point of view of famine the khatif is the more important 
harvest, as the people depend on it for their food supply and fodder. 
The money value of the rabi or spring harvest is, however, generally 
greater than that of the kharlf\ and hence it is often said that the 
people look to the autumn crop for their food supply, and to the spring 
crop to pay their revenue and the village money-lender, on whom they 
usually depend for everything. A late, or even a deficient, rainfall 
would not necessarily entail distress, though the yield of the kharif 
would probably be belOAv the average ; it might be followed by an 
abundant rabi. On the other hand, absolute failure of rain between 
June and November would not only mean no autumn crops, but cer- 
tain loss to the spring harvest as well. 

When the rains fail, the regular danger signals of distress are a rise 
in prices, and a contraction of charity and credit, indicated respectively 
by the influx of paupers into towns and an enhancement of the rate of 
interest. Other symptoms are a feverish activity in the grain trade, an 
increase in petty crime, and an unusual stream of emigration of the 
people accompanied by their flocks and herds in search of pasturage. 

Of the famines which occurred prior to 1812 there is hardly any 
record save tradition. Colonel Tod mentions one in the eleventh 
century as having lasted for twelve years; and the Mewar chronicles 
contain an eloquent account of the visitation of 1661-2, when the con- 
struction of the dam of the Raj Samand lake at Kankroli, the oldest 
known famine relief work in the country, was commenced. We are 
told that July, August, and September passed without a drop of rain ; 
‘ the world was in despair, and people went mad with Imnger. Things 
unknown as food were eaten. The husband abandoned the wife, the 
wife the husband — parents sold their children — time increased the evil; 
it spread far and wide ; even the insects died, they had nothing to feed 
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on. Those who procured food to-day ate twice what nature required. 
. . . The ministers of religion forgot their duties j there was no longer 
distinction of caste, and the Sildra and Brahman were undistinguish- 
able. ... All was lost in hunger; fruits, flowers, every vegetable thing, 
even trees were stripped of their bark, to appease the cravings of 
hunger: nay, man ate man!’ The years 1746, 1755, 1783-5, and 
1803-4 are all mentioned as periods of scarcity, but no details are avail- 
able. In 1804, however, Kotah escaped, and the regent Zalim Singh 
was able to fill the State coffers by selling grain to the rest of the 
country at about 8 seers per rupee. 

The famine of 1812-3 is described as rivalling that of 1661 in the 
havoc it caused j the crops failed completely and the price of grain is 
said to have risen to 3 seers per rupee. The mortality among human 
beings was appalling, and in certain States tliree-fourths of the cattle 
perished. 

For the next fifty-five j’cars there was no general famine in Rajputiina; 
but there were periods of recurring scarcity in parts, notably in the 
south and west in 1833-4 and 1848-9, in the north and east in 1837-8, 
and in the east, particularly in Alwar, in 1 860-1. 

The main stress of the calamity of 1S68-9 was felt in the northern, 
central, and western tracts, excluding Jaisalmer, which is said to have 
occupied the extreme western limit of the famine area ; but eveiy State 
was more or less affected. The rains of 1868 came late, fell lightly, 
and practically stopped in August; the result was a triple famine ifrikal). 
The people emigrated in enormous numbers with their flocks and herds, 
but as most of the surrounding Provinces were themselves in distress, 
the emigrants became aimless wanderers and died in thousands. Sub- 
sequently, cholera broke out and found an easy prey in the half-starved 
lower classes. The area cultivated for the rahi was only half of the 
normal, and the heavy prolonged winter rains prevented more than half 
of the crops sown from reaching maturity. I.arge numbers of people 
returned to their villages in May, 1869, in the belief that the rains 
would be early, but the mon.soon did not break till the middle of J uly, 
and in the interval thousands died. Owing to want of cattle, the land 
was sown with extreme difficulty, and the ploughing was done to a con- 
siderable extent by men and women. The autumn hart’est, however, 
promised well, and the crops were developing satisfactorily, when locusts 
appeared in unprecedented numbers and, where the country was sandy, 
ate up everything. To crown all, the heavy rains of September and 
October were followed by a virulent outbreak of fever and, in the end, 
the autumn crop was but one-eighth of the normal. There are no 
materials for estimating either the total cost of this famine or the num- 
bers who were relieved. The Mahanana of Udaipur is said to have 
spent about five lakhs in direct relief ; the expenditure in Jaipur appears 
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to have been nearly as great, and others mentioned as conspicuous for 
their charities or liberal policy were the chiefs of Jhalawar, Kishangarh, 
and Sirohi, Some idea of the scarcity of forage may be gathered from 
the fact that in Mar^var wheat was at one time being sold at 6, and 
grass at 5^ seers per rupee, while in Haraoti the prices of grain and 
grass were the same, weight for weight. This dearth of fodder, coupled 
with the scarcity of water, caused heavy mortality among the live-stock, 
and it was estimated that 75 per cent, of the cattle died or were sold 
out of the country. Grain was imported by camels from Sind and 
Gujarat, and by carts along the Agra-Ajmer road. The latter com- 
munication had just been completed, but there was no railway line 
nearer than Agra on the east and Ahmadabad to the south. As the 
Governor-General’s Agent wrote at the time, had not the East Indian 
and Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railways been in working 
order, grain would not have been procurable for money, and central 
Rajputana would have been abandoned to the vultures and the wolves. 
Even as it was, the mortality was terrible j it was estimated that both 
Bikaner and Jodhpur lost one-third of their population, and generally 
throughout the country the people died by thousands and lay unburied 
by the waysides. 

In 1877 the rains were very late, and there was considerable distress 
in Alwar, Bharatpur, and Dholpur. The autumn crop failed almost 
completely ) there was great scarcity of fodder, and more than 200,000 
persons emigrated. Alwar is said to have lost by deaths and emigration 
one-tenth of its population, and Dholpur 25,000 persons. Relief 
measures were started late and were on the whole inadequate. 
Advances were given to the e.Ntent of about a lakh, but the expenditure 
on relief works is only available for Alwar, namely Rs. 31,000. In 
this year also there was a severe grass famine in Jaipur and Jodhpur, 
which caused heavy mortality among the cattle. 

The year 1891-2 was one of severe scarcity in Bikaner, Jaisalmer, 
Jodhpur, and Kishangarh, and is noticeable as having been the first 
occasion on which the provisions of the Famine Code for Native States 
were carried out in practice. The maximum number on relief works 
on any one day was never very large (about 1 5,000), owing to emigra- 
tion, the self-reliance of the people, the comparatively liberal exercise 
of private charity, and the peculiar relations obtaining between the 
cultivators and the village bankers. Fodder was at famine prices and 
often not available, but, owing to imports by railway, food-grains were 
plentiful, selling at less than 20 per cent, above normal rates. 1 he 
four States above mentioned spent between them about 3 lakhs on 
relief works, and Rs. 44,000 on gratuitous relief. Advances to cultiva- 
tors amounted to about Rs. 34,000, revenue was suspended to the 
extent of more than 2 lakhs, and remitted in the case of 5 % lakhs more. 
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A weak monsoon in 1895 caused some distress in the north and 
west and a great dearth of fodder in Ahvar. In the following year the 
rainfall was either deficient or unevenly distributed, and there was 
famine in Bikaner and Dholpur, and scarcity in Bharatpur, Jaisalmer,’ 
Jodhpur, and Tonk. The total direct expenditure on relief in these 
six States exceeded 9 lakhs, and there were large remissions and sus- 
pensions of land revenue. 

An indifferent season in 1898 was followed by the great famine of 
1899. The monsoon failed everywhere; the rains crops were entirely 
lost over all but a very limited area in the cast and south-east, and 
there was no grass except along the base of the Aravallis and in the 
hilly tracts in the south. The early withdrawal of the ntonsoon currents 
had an equally disastrous effect on the rabi sowings; the area com- 
manded by artificial irrigation had shrunk to a fmclion of the normal, 
as the tanks were dry and the wells had largely failed. The situation 
was intensified by the natural check put upon emigration by a failure 
of crops and fodder in most of the neighbouring territories, which 
tradition had taught the hardy desert cultivators to look upon as an 
unfailing refuge in times of trouble. Thousands emigrated at the first 
- sign of drought, but many returned hopeless and helpless as early as 
October, and their reports went far to deter others from joining in the 
great trek. Relief measures were started on a scale never before 
attempted in Rajputana, and were continued till October, 1900. The 
high-water mark was reached in June, 1900, when there were more than 
53,000 persons in receipt of relief of one kind or another. Altogether 
about 146 million units’ were relieved at a cost of nearly 104 lakhs; in 
addition, a sum of 34 lakhs was received from the Indian I'ainine 
Charitable Relief Fund, and the greater part of it was spent in pro- 
viding additional comforts, maintaining orphans, establishing dep6ts 
for the relief of returning emigrants, and generally in giving the people 
a fresh sUirt in life. Loans and advances amounted to more than 
24 lakhs, revenue was remitted to the c.\tcnt of 28 lakhs, and sus- 
pended in the case of 48 lakhs. There was also much private charity 
by missionaries and other benevolent persons or bodies, the amount of 
which it is impossible to estimate even appro.\iniatcly. 'I’lie Govern- 
ment of India assisted the Darbars with loans of nejirly 63^ lakhs, and 
placed at their disposal the services of engineers with c.\pcriencc in 
irrigation works, and officers of the Indian Army to assist in suj)ervising 
the administration of relief. An epidemic of cholera between April 
and June, 1900, caused terrible loss of life, and the Bhils of the 
southern States are known to have died in large numbers from this 
disease and from starvation. The difficulty of saving these aboriginal 
people in spite of themselves was enormous. While ready to accept 
‘ A unit meaub one jHirsoii relieved for one day. 
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any gratuitous relief offered in money or food, they had an almost in- 
vincible repugnance to earning a day’s wage on the famine works. 'I’lie 
last four months of igoo were marked by an exceedingly virulent out- 
break of fever, which is said to have caused more deaths than want of 
food in the period during which famine conditions prevailed. To this 
famine of 1899-1900, and to the epidemics of cholera and malarial 
fever which respectively accompanied and followed it, must be ascribed 
almost entirely the large decrease in population since the Census of 
1891. This famine is also remarkable for having brought to notice the 
great advance made b^ the chiefs of Rajputana generally in recognizing 
their responsibilities to their people and in adopting measures to give 
that feeling practical expression. 

The crops harvested in the autumn of 1900 and the succeeding 
spring were good; but this brief spell of prosperity came to an end 
with the monsoon of igoi, which was weak and ceased early. Fodder 
and. pasturage were sufficient, and there was no cause for anxiety on the 
score of water-supply except in the south ; but both the kharlfoS. 1901 and 
the rabi of 1902, besides being poor owing to want of rain, were much 
damaged by rats and locusts. The period of distress extended from 
November, igoi, to October, 1902 ; and the revival of the monsoon at 
the end of August, 1902, after an unusually prolonged break, narrowly 
saved the whole country from disaster. Famine conditions prevailed 
in Banswara, Dungarpur, Kishangarh, and the Hilly Tracts of Mewar, 
and scarcity in parts of Jaipur, Partabgarh, Tonk, Udaipur, and the 
three western States. Altogether about nine million units were relieved 
on works or in poorhouses, at a cost of about lakhs, remissions and 
suspensions of land revenue were granted to the extent of 14^ lakhs, 
and Rs. 88,000 was advanced to agriculturists. 

The succeeding seasons were favourable ; but the deficient rainfall of 
1905 caused considerable distress in parts, particularly in the east, and 
relief measures were again found necessary in ten States. 

The chief steps taken to secure protection from the extreme effects of 
famine and drought have been the opening up of the country by means 
of railways and roads, the construction of numerous irrigation works, 
and the grant of advances for the sinking of new wells or the deepening 
of old ones. All these measures have of late been receiving the 
increased attention of the Darbars. But in the vast desert tracts in the 
west and north, where water is always scarce, where artificial irrigation 
is out of the question, and where the crops depend solely on the rain- 
fall, the greatest safeguard against famine consists in the migratory 
habits of the people. The traditional custom of the inhabitants is to 
emigrate with their flocks and herds on the first sign of scarcity, before 
the grass withers and the scanty sources of water-supply dry up. 
Moreover, the people are by nature and necessity self-reliant and 
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indilfcrunt, if not opposed, to assistance from the Statu coffers, and 
many of them consider it so derogatory to be seen earning wages on 
relief works in their own country that they prefer mignition. As an 
instance, it may be mentioned that in Jaisalmer in 1891-2 relief works 
started by the Darbar had to be finished by contract, as the people 
preferred to find employment in Sind. It would seem then that in 
these tracts, where there is but one crop a year, emigration must con- 
tinue to be the accustomed remedy. 

'rhe Government of India is represented in Rajputana by a Folitiail 
officer styled the Agent to the Governor-General, W'ho is also the Chief 

. , ... .. Commissioner of the small British Province of Ajmcr- 

Admmistration. r 

Werwara, He has tliree or more Assistants, two of 

whom arc always officers of the Political department, and a native 

Attache. Other members of bis staff are the Residency Surgeon and 

Chief Medical Officer, and the Superintending Engineer and Secretary 

in the Public Works dciiartmcnt. Subordinate to the Governor- 

General's Agent are three Residents and five Political Agents, who arc 

accredited to the various States forming tlie RSjputana Agency; 

and in the south-west of Udaipur State the commandant and second 

in command of the Mewar Bhil Corps arc, subject to the general 

control of the Resident, respectively Political Superintendent and 

Assistant Political Su|)erintcndcnl of the Hilly Tracis of Mewar. 

The following is a list of the officers who Imve held the substantive 
appointment of Agent to the Governor-General : — Colonel A. Lockett 
(1832); Major N. Alves (1834); Colonel J. Sutherland (1841); 
Colonel J. Low (1848); Colonel G. I.awrence (1852 and 1857); 
Colonel Sir H. Lawrence (1853); Colonel K. K. Elliot (1864); 
Colonel F. Eden (1865) ; Colonel R. H. Kcatingc (1867) ; Colonel 
Sir L. Pelly (1874); Sir A. C. Lyall (1874) ; Colonel Sir E. Bradford 
(1878); Colonel C. K. M. Walter (1887); Colonel G. H. Trevor 
(1890); Sir R. J. Crosthwailc (1895); Sir A. Martindale (1898); and 
Mr. E. G. Colvin (1905). 

The actual administrative organization of the different Stales varies 
considerably ; but, speaking generally, tbc central authority is in the 
hands of the chief himself and, when he has a turn for government, 
his superintendence is felt everj'whcrc. He is usually assisted by a 
Council or a body of ministerial officers called the Mahakma k/uis, or 
by a Dlwan^ or Kamdar. The officials in the districts are variously 
termed kakims, iaksildars, nasims, and zi/adars, and, as a rule, they 
perform both revenue and judicial duties. 

^ As has already been stated, the Rajputana Agency is made up of 
eighteen States and two chie&hips’, which constitute eight Political 

^ There is a diMinelioii between a Sbitc and a c)iicrshi{>. In Rajputana the xulcr of 
a Stale bears the title of His Highness, while the ruler of a chiefship docs not. Again, 



LEGISLATION AND JUSTICE 143 

Charges— three Residencies and five Agencies— under the superinten- 
dence of the Governor-General’s Agent. The Mf.war Rkshikncy 
comprises tl^c States of Udaipur, llanswara, Ufingarpur, and Partab- 
garh ; the Western Rajputana States REsinF.NCv comprises Jodl\- 
pur, Jaisalmer, and Strohi ; and the Jaipur Residency comprises the 
States of Jaipur and Kishangarh and the chiefship of Tiiwa. Tlie five 
Agencies are the Haraoti and Tone Aoency (Bfindi, Tonk, and 
the Shahpura chiefship), tlic Eastern Rajputana States Aokncv 
(Bharatpur, Dholpur, and Karaull), the Kotaii-Jiialawar Aoency, 
the Bikaner Agency, and the Ahvar Agency. The average area of 
a Political Charge is about 16,000 square miles, and the average 
population nearly a million and a quarter. 

The various districts and subdivisions of the States are usually called 
/tukuniafs^ tahflls^ vhatmts^ zihs^ or par^ams^ and altogether number 
about 220. 

In former times there was, properly speaking, neither any written 
law emanating from the head of the State, nor any system of permanent 
and regularly constituted courts of justice. Offices 
combining important judicial and revenue functions 
were openly leased out at a fixed annual rental, the 
lessee reimbursing himself by fines and often by legal exactions. 
When the public outcry against his acts liccame general, he would be 
imprisoned till he disgorged a part of the money squeezed from the 
unhappy people; but, having paid, he was frequently rc-employed. 
In criminal cases the tendency of sentences was towards excessive 
leniency rather than severity; or, as Colonel Tod has put it, ‘justice 
was tempered with mercy, if not benumbed by apathy.’ ('rimes of 
a grave nature were apt to be condoned by nominal imprisonment 
and heavy fine, while ofiences against religion or caste were dealt with 
rigorously. Capital punishments were rarely inflicted ; and, in cases 
of murder, the common sentence would be fine, corporal punishment, 
imprisonment, confiscation of property, or banishment, 'Fhe indige- 
nous judiciary of the country, for the .settlement of all civil and a good 
many criminal cases, was the panchayat^ or jury of arbitration. Each 
town and village had its assessors of justice, elected by their fellow 
citizens and ser\'ing as long as they conducted themselves impartially 
in disentangling the intricacies of the complaints preferred to them. 
A person tried by pancJiayat might appeal to the chief of the State, 
who could reverse the decision, but rarely did so. Another form of 
trial was by ordeal, especially when the court of arbitration had failed 
to arrive at a decision. 'I'he accused wottld be required to put his 

the Government of Imlia ha'! entered into formal trcalic*! witli the State':, while its 
relations with tlir chiefships are regulated by some less formal docnmnit, such as 
a tanad. 
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arm into boiling water nr oil, or have a red-hot iron placed on his hand, 
a leaf of the sacred fig-tree being first bound on it. If he was scalded 
by the liquid or burnt by the iron, he was guilty ; but if he was unhurt, 
-the miracle would be received in testimony of his innocence, and 
he was not only released but generally received presents. Such- trials 
were not infrequent, and culprits, aided by art or the collusion of 
those who had the conduct of the ordeal, sometimes escaped. 

Such was the state of affairs in olden days, and even as recently as 
1867 law and system hardly existed in any State. The judges were 
without training and experience ; their retention of office depended on 
the capricious will and pleasure of the chief; they were swayed and 
influenced by the favourites of the hour, and their decisions were liable 
to be upset without cause or reason. Less than thirty years ago the 
criminal courts of more than one State were described as mere engines 
of oppression, showing a determination to make a profit out of crime 
rather than an honest desire to inflict a deterrent punishment. 

Since then, however, great progress has been made. Some of the 
States have their own Codes and Acts, based largely on those of British 
India, while in the others British procedure and laws are generally 
followed. Every Slate has a number of regular ci\il and criminal 
courts, ranging from those of the district officers to the final appellate 
authority. Except in the chiefships of Shahpura and lAwa, where 
cases of heinous crime are disposed of in accordance with the advice 
of the Political officer, and in States temporarily under management, 
where certain sentences require the confirmation of either the local 
Political authority or the Governor-General’s Agent, the chief alone 
has the power of life or death. 

Two kinds of courts, more or less peculiar to Rajputtma, deserve 
mention ; they are the Courts of Vakils and the Border Courts. 

The former are five in number; namely, four lower courts at Deoli, 
Jaipur, Jodhpur, and Udaipur ; and an upper court at Abu. They 
were established about 1844, with the special object of securing justice 
to travellers and others who had suffered injury in territories beyond 
the jurisdiction of their own chiefs, and they take cognizance only of 
offences against person and property which cannot be dealt with by 
any single State. 

The lower courts are under the guidance respectively of the Political 
Agent, Haraoti and Tonk, and the Residents at Jaipur, Jodhpur, and 
Udaipur, and are composed of the Vakils in attendance on these 
officers. They are simply courts of equity, awarding both punishment 
to offenders and redress to the injured ; and, though far from perfect, 
they are well adapted to the requirements of the country. Their 
judgements are based on the principle that the State in which an 
offence is committed is primarily responsible, and ultimately the State 
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into wliich the offenders are followed in hot pursuit or in which they 
are proved to reside or to which the stolen properly is traced. 'I’lie 
number of cases decided yearly during the decade ending 1901 
averaged 1 10, and 109 were disposed of in i904“S* The upper court 
is composed of the Vakils attendant on the Agent to the Govemor- 
General, and is usually presided over by one of his Assistants. Its 
duties are almost entirely appellate ; but sentences of the lower courts 
exceeding five years’ imprisonment, or awards for compensation ex- 
ceeding Rs. 5,000, require its confirmation. The yearly number of 
appeals disposed of varies from 20 to 30. 

The Border Courts are somewhat similar to, but rougher than, those 
just described, and are intended for a very rude stale of society where 
tribal quarrels, affraj's in the jungle, the lifting of women and cattle, 
and all the blood-feuds and reprisals thus generated have to be 
adjusted. They are held on the borders between the southern States 
of Rajputana and the adjoining States of Gujarat and Central India, 
and usually consist of the British officers in political charge of the 
States concerned. No appeal lies against decisions in which both 
officers concur) but when they differ, the cases arc referred to the 
Agent to the Governor-General for Rajputana, whose orders are final. 
The courts were established with the special object of providing 
a tribunal by which .speedy justice might be dispensed to the Bhils 
and Giriisias of this wild tract ; after hearing the evidence, they either 
dismis.s the case or award compensation to the complainant, and there 
is little or no attempt at direct punishment of offenders. 

Among courts c.stablished by the Governor-ficneral-in-Council with 
the consent of the Darlwrs concerned may be mentioned that of tlie 
magistrate of Aiiu, described in the article on that place ; those at 
the salt sources of Sambhar, Dtdwana, and Pachbhadra ; and those 
connected with the railway. 7 'he salt source courts at Siimbhar and 
Didwana arc for certain purposes included in Ajmer District, and the 
presiding officers are Assistant Commissioners of the Northern India 
Salt Revenue department, having first-class magisterial powers in the 
case of S.ambhar and second-class powers in that of Didwana. The 
Assistant Commissioner at Pachbhadra is a second-class magistrate, 
.subordinate to the Resident at Jodhpur, who is both District Magis- 
trate and Ses.sions Judge, while the Govcmor-Gcnerars Agent is the 
High Court. 

For lands occupied by the Indian Midland Railway there is a special 
magistrate with first-class powers and a Judge of Small Causes, while 
for such portions as lie within Dholpur or Kotah limits the Political 
officers accredited to these Stales arc District Magistrates, Courts of 
Session, and District Judges, and the Governor-Generars Agent is the 
High Court. Similarly, the RSjput.ana-Miilwa Railway has its first and 
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second-class magistrates and courts of Small Causes ; the Residents at 
Jodhpur and Jaipur and the Political Agents at Alwar and Bharatpur 
are District Magistrates and Judges for such portions of the railway as 
lie within the States to which they are accredited ; the Commissioner 
of Ajmer-Mer\i*ara is Sessions Judge for the whole of the railway in 
Rajputana, and the Govemor-GeneraVs Agent is the High Court. 

Lastly, the three Residents, the five Political Agents, and the First 
Assistant to the Agent to the Governor-General are all Justices of the 
Peace for Rajputana. 

The main sources of revenue in former times were the land tax and 
the transit and customs duties, but the amount realized cannot be 
ascertained. The lead, zinc, .and copper mines of 
Finance. Udaipur are .said to have yielded three lakhs yearly, 
and the salt sources in Jodhpur brought in an annual revenue of from 
seven to eight lakhs. Besides these items, numerous petty and vcx.i- 
tious imposts were levied in connexion with almost cverj' conceivable 
subject. Among these may be mentioned taxes on the occasion of 
births and marriages, on cattle, houses, and ploughs, on the .sale of 
spirits, opium, and tobacco, or for the provision of bulTaloes to be 
sacrificed at the Dasahra festival. A long list is given by both Colonel 
Tod and Sir John Malcolm. 

The revenue of the States of Rajputana was estimated in 1867 at 
about 235 lakhs, of which nearly two-thirds was derived from the land. 
At the present time it amounts, in an ordinary year, to about 32 1 lakhs. 
The income of those holding on privileged tenures, such as the jH^r- 
dars and muafidars, is not ascertainable, but is known to be large. 
The chief sources of revenue are : land revenue, including tribute from 
vl^rddrs, 185 lakhs; customs duties, 47 lakhs; salt, including pay- 
ments by Government under the %’arious treaties and agreements, 
30 lakhs; and railways, 24 lakhs. The remainder is derived from 
court fees, fines, stamps, cotton-presses, excise, forests, mines and 
quarries, &c. The total expenditure in an ordinary year is about 
274 lakhs, the main items being, approximately, in lakhs: .army and 
police, 64 ; ciril and judicial staff, 40 ; public works, 32 ; pri\7 purse, 
palace, and household, 30 ; tribute to Government, including contribu- 
tion to certain local corps, 15^-; and railways, The expenditure 
in connexion with stables, elephants, camels, and cattle is considerable, 
but details are not available. Among minor items may be mentioned the 
medical department, about 4.1 lakhs ; and education, nearly 3^ lakhs. 

Almost every State in Riijputiina has at one time or another coined 
money; but except in the case of Mewar, the ruler of which is said to 
'have coined as far back as the eighth centurj’, all the mints date from 
the decline of the Muhammadan power. 

The Native Coinage Act, IX of 1876, empowered the Governor- 
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General-in-Council to declare coins of Native States of the same fine- 
ness and weight as British coins to be, subject to certain conditions, 
a legal tender in British India, and authorized Native States to send 
their metal to the mints of the Government of India for coinage. The 
only States throughout India which availed themselves of the oppor- 
tunity afforded by this Act w'ere Alwar in 1877 and Bikaner in 1893. 
They called in their silver coins, and dispatched them to Government 
mints, whence they were reissued as rupees which bore on the reverse 
the name of the State and the name and title of the chief, and which 
were legal tender in British India. Shortly aftenvards (in 1893), the 
Government mints were closed to the unrestricted coinage of silver, 


and the e.\change value of all the other Native States’ rupees depre- 
ciated. It was decided that the provisions of the Native Coinage Act 
were not applicable to the new condition of affairs ; but the Govern- 
ment of India agreed to purchase the existing rupees of Native States 
at their average market value, and to supply British rupees in their 
place, and eight States have taken advantage of this offer, which 
involves cessation of the privilege of minting. There are now only 
seven States (Bflndi, Jaipur, Jaisalmer, Kishangarh, Tonk, and Udaipur) 
and One chiefship (Shahpura) which have their own coinage, and the 
majority of these propose converting it into British currency as soon 
as their finances or the rate of exchange permit. 

The land may be divided into two main groups : namely, that under 
the direct management of the Darbar, called khalsa ; and that held by 


grantees, whether individuals or religious institutions. Land 
and known as Jdglr, indm, bhum, nniafi, sdsan, dhar- revenue. 
mdda^ &c. The proportion of territory under the 
direct fiscal and administrative control of the chief varies widely in 


different State.s. In Jodhpur it is about one-seventh of the total area, 
in Udaipur one-fourth, and in Jaipur two-fifths ; whereas in Kotah it 
forms three-fourths, and in Alwar and Bharatpur seven-eighths. Where 
the clan organization is strongest and most coherent, the chiefs personal 
dominion is smallest, w’hile it is largest where he is, or has lately been. 


an active and acquisitive ruler. 

In the khalsa territory the Darbar is the universal landlord ; the 
superior and final right of ownership is vested in it, but many of the 
cultivators also hold a subordinate proprietary right as long as they pay 
the State demand. Except in Alwar and Dholpur and parts of Bikaner 
and Jhalawar, where the system is zamlndati or something akin to it, the 
Darbar deals directly with the cultivator, though in parts the headman 
of a village sometimes contracts for a fixed payment for a short term 
of years. The cultivating tenures of the peasantry at large, are not 
easy to define accurately, though their general nature is much the same 
throughout Rajputana ; but they may be broadly divided into fakka 
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and kachchci. Those holding on the pahka tenure may be said to 
possess occupancy rights, which descend from father to son and may 
(generally with, but sometimes without, the sanction of the Darbar) be 
transferred by sale or mortgage. Those holding on the kaehehd tenure 
are little better than tenants-at-will ; the land is simply leased to them 
for cultivation, and can be resumed at any time, but in practice they 
are seldom ejected. 

In former times the word ja^r was applied only to estates held by 
Rajputs on condition of military serwce. The ja^rdar was the Thakur 
or lord who held by grant (Jai/a) of his chicfi and performed service 
with specified quotas at home and abroad. The grant was for the life 
of the holder, with inheritance for his offspring in lineal descent, or 
adoption with the sanction of the chief, and resumable for crime or 
incapacity ; this reversion and power of resumption were marked by 
the usual ceremonies, on each lapse of the grantee, of sequestration 
(za/di), of relief {/lazarana), and of homage and investiture of the 
heir. At the present time, lands granted in recognition of service or 
as a mark of the chiefs personal favour are all classed as jdgir, though 
the grantees may be Mabajans, Kayasths, &c. 'I'hc jagtrddrs may 
therefore be classed as Rajput and non-Rajput ; and as regards the 
latter it tvill suffice to say that they usually pay no tribute or rent, but 
have to attend on the chief when called on. The duties and obliga- 
tions of the Rajput nobles and Thakurs and the conditions on which 
they hold vary' considerably, and are mentioned in the separate articles 
on the different States. Some pay a fixed sum yearly as quit-rent or 
tribute, and have also to supply a certain number of horsemen or foot- 
soldiers for the public service. Others either pay tribute or provide 
armed men, or, in lieu of the latter obligation, make a cash payment. 
At every succession to an estate, the heir is bound to do homage to 
his chief and to pay a considerable fee, these acts being essential to 
entry into legal possession of his inheritance. He also pays some 
customary dues of a feudal nature, such as on the accession of a chief, 
and is bound to personal attendance at certain periods and occasions. 
Disobedience to a lawful summons or order, or the commission of a 
grave political offence, involves sequestration or confiscation, but the 
latter course is rarely resorted to. Jaglr estates cannot be sold, but 
mortgages are not uncommon, though they cannot be foreclosed; 
adoptions are allowed with the sanction of the Darb-lr. 

Those holding on the hhim tenure are called bhumias, and are 
mostly Rajputs ; they usually pay a small quit-rent, but no fee on 
succession. I’hey perform certain services, such as watch and ward, 
escort of treasure, &c. ; and provided they do not neglect their duties, 
they hold for ever. 

Tbe other tenures mentioned above, namely, inim, viuafi, sasan. 
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dhamiada^ &c., may be grouped together. I^ands are granted there- 
under to Rajpute for maintenance, to officials in lieu of salary, and to 
Brahmans, Charans, &c., in charity ; they are usually rent-free, and are 
sometimes given for a single life only. Grants to temples, however, 
are given practically in perpetuity, but the lands cannot be sold. 

Private rights in land are hardly recognized in Rajputana ; and the 
payments made by the cultivators are, therefore, technically classed 
as revenue, and rents in the ordinary significance of the term scarcely 
exist. In former times the revenue was taken in kind, and the share 
paid varied considerably in everj' State for almost every crop and for 
particular castes. In some cases the share would be one-eleventh, and 
in others as much as one-half of the gross produce. Several methods 
of realization prevailed, but the most common were baiai (also called 
/<?/<?) or actual di^'ision of the produce, and kaukut or division by con- 
jectural estimate of the crop on the ground. This .system, though still 
in force in some of the States, particularly in tlie jd^r villages belonging 
to the Thakurs and others, is losing ground, and cash payments are 
now more common. The rates varj’ according to the class of the soil, 
the distance of the field from the village, the caste of the cultivator, 
the kind of crop grown, the policy of the State, &c. They range from 
annas per acre of the worst land to Rs. 15 or Rs. 20 per acre of 
the best irrigated land. In suburbs where fruit and garden-crops are 
grown the rate rLses to Rs. 35 and Rs. 40, and some of the betel-leaf 
plantations pay as much as Rs, 70 per acre. 

Regular settlements have been made in Alwar (1899-1900), Bharal- 
pur (1900), Bikaner (1894), Dholpur (1892), Jhalawar (1884), Kotah 
(i 877“86), Tonk (1890-2), and parts of Jodhpur (1894-6) and Udaipur 
(1885-93) ; and settlements arc now in progress in Banswara, Diingar- 
pur, and Partabgarh. 

Poppy is groivn in several parts of Rajputana, notably in Udaipur, 
Kotah, Jhalawar, and the Nimbahera district of Tonk. The area 


ordinarily under cultivation with poppy is about too 
square miles, but used to be considerably greater. 
The States, as a rule, levy export, import, and transit 


Miscellaneous 

revenue. 


dutie.s, as well as licence fees for the sale of the drug. The Govern- 


ment of India does not interfere ivith production or consumption in 


the State.s, but no opium may pass into Briti.sh territory for export 


or consumption without payment of duty. The opium is prepared for 


export in balls, and i.s packed in chests (of 140 lb. each) or in half- 
chests. 'I'he Government duty is at present Rs. 600 per chest for 
export by sea, and Rs. 700 if intended for local consumption in India 
outside Rajputana. For the weighment of the opium, the levy of this 


duty, and the issue of the necessary passe.s, dep6ts are maintained at 
Chitor in the Udaipur Stale, and at Baran in Kotah, the latter having 
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been opened in June, 1904. The niinil>er of chests passing yearly 
through the scales at Chitor averages about wliile at llaran 

during the nine months ending March, 1905, nearly i,roo chests were 
weighed. In addition, some of the Rajputiina opium goes to the 
scale.s at Indore and Ujjain in Central India. 

The salt revenue of the States is considerable, amounting to about 
30 lakhs a year, of which nearly five-sixths arc payments made by the 
Government of India under various treaties and agreements. 'Phe 
.States of Bikaner and Jaisalmcr still make a small quantity of edible 
salt for local consumption, and at certain petty works in Jodhpur and 
Kotah the manufacture of khari or earth-salt for industrial purposes 
is permitted up to 22,000 inaunds. Elsewhere, the manufacture of 
.salt by any agency otlier than that of the Briti.sb Government is abso- 
lutely prohibited, and all taxes and duties have been abolished by the 
Darhars. I’he amount paid by the Government is made up of rent for 
the lease of the various salt source.s, royalty on sales exceeding a certain 
amount, and compensation for the suppression of manufacture and the 
abolition of duties. In addition, over 37,000 mnunds of .salt are delivered 
yearly to various Darbars free of all ebarges, 225,000 maunds arc made 
over to Jodhpur free of duty, and 20,000 maunds to Bikaner at half 
the full rate of duty. I’he .sources now worked by Government are 
at Sambhar, Didwana, and Paebbhadrii, and during the five years 
ending 1902-3 they yielded 18 per cent, of the total amount of .salt 
produced in India. 

The excise revenue is derived from liquor and intoxicating drugs, 
and i.s estimated at about 4 lakhs a year. In the case of liquor the 
.system in general force is one of farming, the right of m.anufacture and 
sale being put up to auction and sold to the highest bidder for a year 
or a term of years. In some States the stills are inspected by certain 
officials, but as a rule there is no Excise department and no supervision. 
Country liquor is prepared by distillation from the mahua flower, 
molasse.s, and other forms of unrefined sugar ; ver)’ little foreign liquor 
is consumed. The drugs in use arc those derived fVom the hemp plant, 
such as ganjay bhang, and fharas ; and the right to sell them i.s also put 
up to auction. 

The net average stamp revenue vjiries between 4 and 5 lakhs, of 
which about three-fourths is said to be derived from judicial, and the 
remainder from non-judicial stamp.s. 

Rajputana cannot be said to contain any municipalities in the true 
sense of the term, that is to say, towns possessed of corporate privileges 
of local government ; but municipal committees have 
municipal. constituted in 39 cities and towns. The elective 

sj'.stem does not e-xist, all the members being nomi- 
nated by the Darbar concerned or, in the case of the -Mm municipality, 
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by the Governor-General’s Agent. The principal duties of the various 
committees are connected with conservancy and lighting, the settlement 
of petty disputes relating to easements, and the prevention of encroach- 
ments on public thoroughfares] and the sanitary condition of to^vns 
under municipal administration has certainly been improved. The 
total expenditure of these municipalities amounts to about 3 lakhs 
a year, which is derived chiefly from a town tax or octroi on imports, 
or a conservancy cess, or from contributions from the State treasury. 

The Rjijputana circle of the Imperial Public Works department was 
formed in 1863 under a Superintending Engineer, who is also Secretary 
to tlie Agent to the Governor-General and to the 
Chief Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara. Of the two s. 

divisions forming this circle, one has its head-quarters at Ajmer and the 
other at Mount Abu. The work of the former, as far as the Native 
Stales are concerned, is practically confined to the maintenance of the 
road between Nasirabad and Deoli, which traverses the southern half 
of Kishangarh and the extreme south-western portion of Jaipur. The 
Mount Abu division, on the other hand, has constructed and still main- 
tains almost all the metalled, and nearly half of the unmctalled, roads 
in Sirohi State, and is responsible for the upkeep of the numerous 
Government buildings at Abu and at the atntonmenls of Erinpura, 
Kherwara, Kotra, and Deesa, the last of which lies in the Bombay 
Presidency. 

Each Native State has a Public \Vorks department of some kind. 
In the smaller and poorer States will be found a single overseer, while 
in most of the larger or more important ones the head of the depart- 
ment is a British ofliccr, usually lent by the Government of India, with 
a regular staff of one or more Assistant Engineers, besides* supervisors 
and overseers as in British India. The expenditure on roads, buildings, 
and irrigation works in a normal year averages about 32 lakhs, and the 
amount spent by an individual Stale varies from Rs. 2,000 or Rs. 3,000 
to 7 lakhs. 

The more important works airried out since i88i have been the 
railways in Jodhpur, Bikaner, Udaipur, and Jaipur; numerous irrigation 
projects, jjarticularly in Jaipur, Jodhpur, Kishangarh, Bharatpur, Alwar, 
and Kotah; a scheme for the supply of water at Jodhi>ur, and the 
c.xlension of the gas- and water-works at Jaipur. Among bridges, those 
over the Banas near Isarda in Jaipur, over the ^Vcstern Banas near 
Abu Road in Sirohi, and the pontoon-bridge across the Chambal at 
Kotah are deserving of mention. Tlie most noteworthy buildings 
erected during recent years are : — the Albert Hall, the Lansdownc 
Hospital, and the additions to the Mayo Hospital at Jaipur ; the Resi- 
dency, the J ubilee offices, the RaUinada pakace, find the Imperial Service 
cavalry lines at Jodhpur; the Victoria Hall and Lansdownc Hospital 
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at Udaipur; the Ganga Niwas or audience-hall, the new palace (T-al- 
garh), and the courts and offices at Bikaner; the Victoria Hospital at 
Bharatpur and the palaces at Sewar in the same State ; the public 
offices at Dholpur ; and the new palaces at Alwar and Kotah. Many 
of these buildings were designed by Colonel Sir Swinton Jacob, who 
was for many years the successful head of the Public Works department 
of Jaipur State. 

The military forces in Rajputana may be grouped under four heads : 
namely, regiments or corps of the Indian army, Imperial Service troops, 
Army service troops maintained by the various 

Darbars, and volunteers. 

Rajputana lies within the Mhow division of the Western Command 
of the Indian army, and contains three cantonments (Erinpura, Kher- 
wara, and Kotra) and the sanitarium of Abu. The total strength of 
the Indian army stationed in territory belonging to the States of Raj- 
putana is about 1,700, of whom about 70 are men from various British 
regiments and batteries sent U2> to Abu for change of air. The remainder 
is supplied by the 43rd (Erinpura) Regiment (see the article on Erin- 
pura) ; the Mewar Bhil Corijs (see the articles on Kherwaka and 
Kotra) ; the 42nd (Deoli) Regiment, which furnishes small detachments 
at the Jaipur Residency and the Kotah Agency ; and the 44th Merwara 
Infantry, which sends a small guard to the Salt department treasury at 
Satnbhar. 

The Imperial Service troops are the contributions of certain States 
towards the defence of the Empire. They have been raised since 
1888-9, under the control of the Darbars furnishing them, and 
are commatided by native officers, subject to the super\’ision of British 
inspecting officers who are responsible to the Foreign Department of 
the Government of India. Alwar supplies a regiment of cavalry and 
one of infantry, Bharatpur a regiment of infantry and a transport corps, 
Bikaner a camel corps, Jaipur a transport corps, and Jodhpur two regi- 
ments of cavalry. The total force numbers over 5,000 fighting men, 
possesses more than 900 carts and 1,800 ponies or mules, and costs 
the States about 17 lakhs annually to maintain. The troops are, in 
times of peace, usefully employed locally and have served with credit 
in several campaigns; namely, Chitral (1895), Tirah (1897-8), China 
(1900-1), and Somaliland (1903-4). 

The local forces maintained by Darbars number about 42,000 of all 
arms cavalry, 6,000; artillerymen, 2,500; and infantry, 33,500 — and 
cost about 35 lakhs yearly. These troops are locally divided into regu- 
lars and irregulars ; and while the latter arc of no military value what- 
ever, the regulars contain much capital material, and are not unacquainted 
wiffi drill and discipline. The force is employed in various ways : it 
furnishes guards and escorts, performs police duties, garrisons forts. 
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drives game for the chief, &c. In the matter of ordnance, the States 
possess about 1,400 guns of all shapes and sizes, of which 900 are said 
to be serviceable. Besides the local force just described, there are the 
feudal quotas furnished by ja^rdars ; their number is considerable, and 
the men are employed as official messengers, postal escorts, police, &c. 

The and Battalion of the Bombaj*, Baroda, and Central India Railway 
Volunteers has its head-quarters at Ajmer. TIic number of members 
residing in the Native States of Rajputana is about 250, and they are 
found chiefly at Abu Road, Bandikui, Mount Abu, and Phalera, 

Police duties in the khalsa area are performed partly by a regular 
police force and partly by the irregular troops maintained by the Dar- 


bars, while almost every village has its chatiktddr or 
watchman. In the jd^ir estates which form such a 
large part of the country, the duty of protecting traffic, 
preventing heinous crimes, &c., devolves on the Jd^rddrs, but no details 
of the force they keep up are available. The regular police maintained 
by Darbars numbers about 11,000 men and costs 12 lakhs a year. 
The village watchmen are usually remunerated by allotments of land 
and also gel certain perquisites from the cultivators. Several criminal 
tribes, such as the Baoris or Moghias, the Minas, the Kanjars, and the 
Sansias, are under surveillance, and eflbrts are being made to induce 


them to settle down to agricultural pursuits, but with no marked success. 

The conditions under which prisoners live have been greatly amelio- 
rated during the last thirty or forty years. Formerly, civil and criminal 
offenders and lunatics were huddled together indiscriminately, and taken 
out to beg their bread in the streets; and it was only in 1884 that the 
system of recovering the cost of their food from prisoners was abolished 
everywhere. In almost all the jails the use of the iron bel chain, which 
passed through the fetters of a long row of prisoners, was universal, and 
was abandoned us recently as 1888. In some States the convicts were 
‘ chained up like dogs in the open plain, unprovided with kennels ’ ; but 
the great evil was overcrowding, which was the cause of much sickness 
and mortality. Since those times, there has been great progress in jail 
management. Ventilation, diet, clothing, discipline, and general sanitary 
condition have all been improved ; there is less overcrowding, and some 
of the Central jails are as well managed and as healthy as any in British 
territory. The condition of the prisons and lock-ups in the districts is, 
however, not so satisfactory. Each Slate and chiefship (e.\ccpl Lawa) 
has a jail at its capital, and Jaipur has two, the second being known 
as the District jail. There arc thus tw’cnty jails, which arc for the most 
part under the medical charge of the Residency or Agency Surgeon, 
and arc annually inspected by the Chief Mediail Officer of Rajputana. 
These jails contain accommodation for 5,380 inmates (4,807 males 
and 573 females), and cost the Darbars from 2^ to lakhs a year to 
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maintain. Complete statistics are available only from 1896, and are 
given in the table below : — 



1896. 

1901. 

1904. 

Number of jails 

Accommodation . . . • • 

Average daily popnlation 

(a) Male 

(j/) Female 

Mortality per 1,000 .... 

20 

4>764 

4.79J 

3B6 

28.17 

20 

5 i 327 

5.<>i9 

5>343 

270 

41.47 

20 

St38o 

4.729 

4.450 

270 


The principal causes of sickness are malarial fever and splenic and 
respinitoiy affections. The jail manufactures consist of cotton and 
woollen cloths, rugs, carpets, blankets, dusters, paper, matting, &c. 
The carpets and woollen cloths made in the Bikaner jail arc famous 
and find a ready sale. 

Besides the jails above mentioned, there arc smaller prisons and 
lock-ups at the head-quarters of almost every district ; but particulars 
regarding them are not available, c.\cepl that they are intended for 
persons sentenced to short terms of imprisonment. 

Only thirty or forty years ago, the Darbars took little or no interest 
in education. The Thakurs and chiefs, us a rule, considered reading 
Education writing as beneath their dignity and as arts 

' which they {raid their servants to perform for them ; 
and there was a general feeling among Rajputs that learning and 
knowledge should in a great measure be restricted to Brahmans and 
j\IahS.jans. Schools existed eveiy\vhere ; but they were all of the in- 
digenous type, such as Hindu pathsalas and Musalman maklabs^ in 
which reading, writing, and a little simple arithmetic were taught. 
Gasses were held in the open air on the shady side of the street, or 
on the steps of the village temple, or in some veranda ; and the entire 
school equipment often consisted only of a w’hitc board, a piece of 
wood for a pen, and charcoal water for ink. These indigenous institu- 
tions have held their own, and are still much appreciated, especially 
by the trading castes, who are generally content with a little knowledge 
of the vernacular, and the native system of arithmetic and accounts for 
their sons ; if a .slight acquaintance with English is sometimes thought 
desirable, it is because telegrams play an important part in business 
in these days. 

7 'hc first public institutions were established at Alwar in 1842, at 
Jaipur in 1845, and at Bharatpur in 18585 and the other Darbars 
followed suit between 1863 and 1870. Shortly afterwards, schools 
were opened in the districts, the teaching of English became common 
at tlie capitals of most of the States, and female education received 
attention. It is unfortunately not possible to show the gradual pro- 
gress made in Kajputana as a whole by giving statistics for certain 
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years, because complete returns arc available for only some of the 
States ; but there can bo no doubt that the progress has been great. 
The number of schools and scholars has increased largely, the standard 
of education and the qualiiications of the teachers are higher, and the 
successes achieved at university examinations have been considerable. 

Omitting the private indigenous schools, which are known to be 
numerous but send in no returns, except in Jaipur, the educational 
institutions at the end of March, 1905, numbered altogether 647, 
of which 510 were maintained by the several Darbars, 103 by private 
individuals, caste communitie.s, &c., and 34 by missionary societies, 
They consist of four colleges, 86 secondary schools, 545 primary 
schools, including 53 for girls, and 12 special schools. The number 
on the rolls of these 647 institutions in 1905 was 37,670, and the daily 
average attendance during 1904-5 was 28,130. The total amount 
spent by the Darbars on education is about 3-^ lakhs yearly, and to 
this sum must be added the cost of the schools maintained by private 
individuals, kc. In some of the Sbitcs a small school-cess is levied : 
but, speaking generally, education is free, fees being the exception. 

The Arts colleges, two in number, arc at Jaipur and Jodhpur, and 
were attended during 1904-5 by 96 students. The Jaipur institution 
dates from 1873, and the other was established in 1893. Both are 
first-grade colleges affiliated to the Allahabad University, and have 
between them, up to the present time, passed 4 students for the degree 
of M.A., 75 for that of B.A., and 180 in the Intermediate or First 
Arts examination. 

The only colleges for the cultivation of the Oriental classics are at 
Jaipur. The Sanskrit college imparls instruction in that language up 
to the highest standard, while the Oriental college prepares students 
for the Persian-Arabic title examinations of the Punjab University. 

1‘he 86 secondary schools are attended by rr,54o boys, and arc 
divided into high and middle schools. In the former English is 
taught up to the .standard of the entrance and school final examina- 
tions, while in the latter either English or the vernacular is taught. 

The primary schools for boys number 492, and are of two kinds, 
upper and lower. The daily average attendance during 1904-5 was 
17,308. The course of instruction is simple, but in some of the upper 
schools a little Engli.sh is taught. 

Schools for girls Avere first established about 1866 in Bharatpur, 
Jaipur, and Udaipur; they numbered 53 in 1905, and were attended 
by 2,225 pupils. Female education has made little headway, as social 
customs hinder its growth. The subjects taught arc reading, writing, 
and arithmetic in Hindi, and needlework. 

The special schools include a .school of arts at Jaipur, established in 
1868 and attended during 1904 by' 96 students; a normal school; 
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and other institutions in which painting, carpet-weaving, surveying, 
telegraphy, &c., are taught. 

The only institutions for Europeans and Eurasians are the Lawrence 
school at Abu, which, however, is open only to the children of soldiers; 
the high school, also at Abu, which is under private management but 
receives a grant-in-aid from Government ; and a small primary school 
at Abu Road, maintained by the Rajputana-Malwa Railway authorities 
for the benefit of the children of their European and Eurasian em- 
ployes. Including 8o children at the Lawrence school, these three 
institutions were attended during 1904-5 by about 190 boys and girls. 

Lastly, mention must be made of the Mayo College, which was 
established for the education of the chiefs and nobles of Rajputana. 
An account of it will be found in the article on Ajmer Cm*. 

The table below relates to the year 190T, and shows that in Rajpu- 
tana 62 males and 2 females out of 1,000 of either sex could read 
and write. The Sirohi State, owing to its comparatively large Euro- 
pean, Eurasian, and Farsi communities at Abu (the head-quarters of the 
Local Government and a sanitarium for British troops) and Abu Road, 
heads the list for both sexes. According to religion, yr per cent, of 
the Christians, 67 per cent, of the ParsTs, and 24 per cent, of the 
Jains were literate j but in the case of the Hindus and Musalmans, 
who form the great majority of the population, the proportions sink to 
2-7 and 2'4 per cent, respectively. Similar figures for 1891 are not 
available, as this information was not recorded at that Census. 


State or cliiersMp. 


Sirohi . 
Jodhpur . 
Shahpnra 
Kishangarh 
Fartabgarh 
Udaipur . 
JbalawSr 
Tonk 
DitDgaipur 
Jnisalmer 
Bharatpur 
Alwar . 
Bikaner . 
Jaipur . 
Bundi 
Karauli . 
Banswara 
Lawa 
Kotah . 
Dhnlpnr . 



Knmber of uersons per i.ooo 


able to read and write. | 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 


J*4 

c 

C 8 


700 

3 

54 


98 

4 

63 



4 

46 


S3 

I 

4a 



2 

40 



2 

34 


67 

2 

33 


<>s 

I 

33 


64 

1 

*9 


5z 

1 

28 


51 

T 

27 


47 

2 

25 



1 

25 


46 

I 

24 


41 

2 

22 


43 

I 

22 


59 

3 

iC 


28 

I 

15 


26 

1 

14 

‘olnl 

G: 

: . * 

33 
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Dispensaries appear to have been first opened about fift)'-five or 
sixty years ago. The earliest report on them mentions nine as 


existing in 1855, and this number increased to 58 
in 1871. The following table shows the subsequent 


Medical. 


progress ; — 



iSqi. 


Number of hospitals and dis- 
pensaries .... 74 13S 17S 178 

Accommodation for in-patients . 4S9 855 ',388 1.480 

Total cases treated . . . 263,684 674,870 1,139,742 1,117,999 

Average daily number of— 

(or) In-patients . . . 408 C23 990 723 

(^) Out-patients . . . 2.720 Ci.^72 9, 170 7,290 

Number of opcr.Miotis pcrforme<l »5,8.^2 45,078 69.022 .‘;7,o6S 

Expenditure on — 

(<t) lilstablishment . . Rs. 46,000 9.5,916 1,69,989 1,79,321 

(A) Medicine, diet, &c. . Ks. 19,500 78,604 1,52,932 i,. 53,588 


Of the total of 178 hospitals and dispensaries, 16S are maintained 
by the Darbars or, in a few cases, by the more enlightened Thakurs, 
8 by the Government of India, and 2 partly by Government and 
partly from private subscriptions. Included in these are seven hos- 
pitals (with 191 beds) exclusively for females. In addition, there are 
four railwjiy and two mission hospitals, in which nearly 96,000 cases 
were treated and r,ooo operations were performed in 1904, as well as 
the Imperial .Service regimental hospitals from which no returns are 
received. The total annual expenditure of the States of Rajputana on 
medical institutions, including allowances to Residency and Agency 
Surgeons, is about 4 lakhs. 

In ten of the Slates small lunatic asylums arc maintained ; elsewhere 
dangerous lunatics are usually kept in the jails. The number treated 
in 1904 was 151. At the Census of 1901, 967 persons (591 males and 
376 females) were returned as insane ; the chief causes of the malady 
are said to be mental strain and intemperance. 

Inoculation by indigenous methods was at one time widely practised, 
but is now di.sappearing with the .spread of vaccination. The Uhlls are 
said to have inoculated from time immemorial under the name of 
A’anai, the operation being performed with a needle and a grain of dust 
dipped into the pock of a small-pox case. 

Vaccination appears to have been introduced on a small scale about 
1855-6, when 1,740 persons submitted to the operation, and the num- 
ber increased to 53,000 in 1871. Since then, as will be seen from the 
table on next page, there has been great progress. Vaccination is, on 
the whole, not unpopular, and has done much to lessen the virulence 
and fatality of butlireaks of small-pox. Lymph is kept up throughout 
the year in most of the important States by arm-to-arm vaccination in 

I. 2 
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selected places during the hot season, and humanized lymph is gener- 
ally used. Buffalo calf lymph is largely employed in several States. 



iSSi. 

j8pi-j. 


J904-5. 

Number of vaccinators employed 

7* 

192 

185 

170 

Number of persons vaccinated . 

94,566 

233.390 

255.907 

286,628 

Number of successful operations . 

85*40.^ 

228,425 

251.816 

282,749 

Ibitio per 1,000 of popniation 
successfully vaccinated . 

„ 9 

20 

26 

29 

Total expenditure . . Rs. 

9,892 

24.558 

25.710 

24,226 

Cost per successful case . Rs. 

0-1-1 0 

0-1-8 

0-1-8 

0-1-4 


The system of selling quinine in picc packets at post offices ^Yas 
introduced in 1894. These packets were at first supplied to post- 
masters by the Residency and Agency Surgeons, but since 1902 have 
been obtained direct from the Superintendent of the Aligarh jail. In 
1904-5 more than 50,525 packets of 7-grain doses were sold. 

The operations of the Great Trigonometrical Survey of India have 
extended to parts of Rajputana, and the entire country was sur\’eyed 
topographically by the Survey of India between 
urvejrs. 1891. In the majority of the States cadas- 

tral surveys have been carried out during the last fifty years, and in 
a few others they are now in progress. Most of the surveys are con- 
fined to the hh&ha or revenue-paying area, and the agency employed 
is not infrequently foreign. 

\RSjpittma Agetny Adfmmsfrafion Reper/s, mma\\y from 1865-6.— 
Rajputana Gacetteer^ vols, i-iii (1879-80, under revision). — Report on 
tJie Famine in the Native States of Rajputana in 1899-1900. — Chifs 
and Leading Families of Rajputana (1903).- — Census Reports (1891 
and 1901). — J, Tod: Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthatt, vol. i 
(1829) and vol. ii {1832). — J, Tod : Travels in Western India {18^9)- 
— ^J. Malcolm : Memoir of Central India (1832). — ^J. Sutherland : 
Relations subsisting between the British Government in India and the 
different Native States (1837).— G. B. Malleson : Native States of 
India (1875). — C. U. Aitchison ; Treaties, Engagements, and Sanads, 
vol. iii (1892, under revision). — W. W. Webb : Currencies of the Hindu 
States of Rajputana (1893). — T.H. Hendley; General Medical History 
of Rajputana (1900).— F. Ashton ; The Salt Industry of Rajputana ; see 
Journal of Indian Art and Industry, vol. ix, January, 1901.] 

Rajputana States Agency, Eastern,— See Easters Rajputana 
States Agency. 

Rajputana States Residency, Western.— Western Raj- 
putana States Residency. 

R§jshahi Division. — Division or Commissionership of Eastern 
Bengal and Assam, extending from the Ganges to the Himalayas and 
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lying between 23® 49' and 27® o' N. and 87® 46' and 89® 53' E. It 
is bounded on the east by Assam and the Dacca Division, and on 
the west by the sub-province of Bihar. The Division was formerly part 
of Bengal and then included the District of Darjeeling ; but in 1905 
it was transferred to Eastern Bengal and Assam with the addition of 
Malda District, while Darjeeling was transferred to the Bhagalpur 
Division of Bengal. The head-quarters of the Commissioner arc at 
JalpaigurT. The Division includes seven Districts with area, popu- 
lation, and revenue as shown below : — 


) 



Current cicm.'iiiil in 

Uistricl. 

Aroa in simatc 
miies. 

Population, 

1901, 

1903-4 Tor land 
revenue and cesses, 
in thousands 




of rupees. 

Kajshahi 

2.59s 

1,462,407 

12,22 

16,87 

Dinajpur 

3,946 

1,567,080 

Jalpaiguri 

Miilda . 

3,962 

787,380 

9,08 

1,899 

884,030 

.S.0.4 

Rangptir . 

3,49.'V 

2,154,181 

i. 4,»6 

Bogra . 

i,.359 

8.54.6.43 

6.05 

Pabna , 

1.8.49 

1,420,461 

<5.21 

Total 

18)091 

9,130,072 

67,62 


The population increased from 7,955,087 in 1872 to 8,280,893 in 
188 r, and to 8,609,007 in 1891. The density of population is 505 
persons per square mile, as compared with 474 for the whole of 
Bengal. Of the total, 62-4 per cent, arc Muhammadans and 36-3 per 
cent. Hindus. The small remainder consists of Animisls {103,633), 
Buddhists (6,352), and Christians (4,448, including 3,494 natives). 
About half the Hindus are the aboriginal Rajbansis and Kochs, and 
the great majority of the local Muhammadans arc the descendants 
of converts from these tribes. 

The northern part of the Division consists of a strip of submontane 
country, in Jalpaiguri, running along the foot of the Himalayas. This 
tract contains large and valuable forests, and the conditions arc also 
very favourable to the growth of tea ; the area under this crop in 
Jalpaiguri was 121 square miles in 1903, and the out-turn in that 
year amounted to ncitrly 37 million pounds. I'hc remainder of the 
Division forms part of the great Gangetic plain. The surface con- 
sists of recent alluvium, e.xcept in portions of Malda, Rajsh.ahi, Dinaj- 
pur, and Bogra, which belong to an older and more elevated alluvial 
formation known ns the Barind. More than half of the tobacco crop 
of Bengal is produced in Jalpaiguri and Rangi)ur, and jute i.s exten- 
sively cultivated in the south-e«ast of the Division, while the rice of 
DinSjpur is well-known. The Division contains 18 towns and 31,303 
villages. The largest towns arc Sirajganj (population, 23,114) and 
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Rami'ur Boalia (21,589). The chief place of couiniercial impor- 
tance is the jute mart of Sirajganj. A considerable amount of trade 
also passes through Sara, where the northern section of the Eastern 
Bengal State Railway meets the Padma, or main stream of the Ganges ; 
Saiupur is the head-quarters of this section. Gaur and Pandua were 
capitals of the early Muhammadan rulers of Bengal and contain ruiiis 
of great interest ; DevIkot, Ghoraghat, Mahasthan, and Sherpur 
also possessed some importance under hluhammadan rule, and many 
traditions of earlier times are associated with the ruins at these 
places ; but with these exceptions the Division contains few places of 
historical interest. 


Rajshahi District (the ‘ royal territory ’). — District in the south- 
western corner of the Rajshahi Division, Eastern Bengal and Assam, 
lying between 24" f and 25® 3' N. and 88® 18' and 89® 21' E., with an 
area of 2,593 square miles. It is bounded on the north by Dinajpur 
and Bogra Districts ; on the east by Bogra and Pabna ; on the south 
and south-west by the Padma, or main stream of the Ganges, which 
separates it from Nadia and Murshidabad ; and on the west by Malda. 

The District is composed of three entirely distinct tracts. The 
north-western portion, bordering on Malda and Dinajpur, is elevated 
and undulating, with a stiff red clay or quasi-laterite 
Mpects! i where not cultivated, it is covered with brush- 

wood, interspersed with large trees, the remains of 
an e.\tensive forest. Along the bank of the Padma or Ganges is 
a comparatively high and well-drained tract of sandy soil, while the 
central and eastern ihanas are a swampy depression, waterlogged and 
abounding in marshes; the rivers that once drained this tract have 
been cut in half by the Padma and their mouths have silted up. 

Il'ith the exception of the Padma, which forms the southern 
boundary of the District, and of the Mahananda, which runs for 
a short distance along its western border, the river system is a net- 
work of moribund streams and watercourses, some of which arc 


connected with the Padma and others with the Brahmaputra. The 
Baral is an offshoot of the Padma, which eventually mingles its 
waters with those of the Atrai ; its upper channels have silted up, 
and from December to June there is now scarcely any current. The 
Narad was formerly another important branch of the Padma, but 
its channel is now practically dry even during the rains. The chief 
representatives of the Brahmaputra system are the Atrai and the 
Jamuna. The former is navigable throughout the year by small 
cargo boats, the latter only in the rains. Another river, whose lower 
reaches are usually passable by country boats, is the Baranai, which 
flows in ail easterly direction through the subdivision of Nator. 

The District slopes slightly from west to east ; its drainage is 
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ciirried off not by rivers, but through a chain of marshes and swamps. 
The largest of these is the Chalak Bil, into which the overflow from 
all the others sooner or later finds its way, to be passed on eventually, 
through an outlet at its south-eastern corner, into the Bralimaputra, 

The greater part of the District is covered with recent alluvium, con- 
sisting of sandy clay and sand along the course of the rivers, and 
elsewhere of fine silt consolidating into clay. The Barind, however, 
belongs to an older alluvial formation; it is composed of massive 
argillaceous beds of a rather pale reddish-brown hue, often weathering 
yellowish, in which are disseminated kankar and pisolitic ferruginous 
concretions. 

Where the ground is not occupied by the usual crops of North 
Bengal, it is covered with an abundant natural vegetation. Old river- 
beds, ponds and marshes, and streams with a sluggish current have 
a copious vegetation of Vallisnena and other plants. I^nd subject to 
inundation has usually a covering of Tamarix and reedy grasses, and 
where the ground is marshy Rosa imohtcraia is plentiful. Few trees 
arc found on these inundated lands ; the most plentiful and largest is 
the hidjal {Sarritigioma aadanguta). There are no forests ; and even 
on the higher ground the trees are few' and stunted, and the surface 
is covered by grasses, such as Imperata arundinacea and Andropogon 
aciculatus. Among trees the most conspicuous is the red cotton-trcc 
or semal {Bombax malabarictm ) ; the sissii (JIalbergia Sissoo) and the 
mango occur as planted or sometimes self-sown species. The villages 
arc generally buried in thickets of semi-spontaneous and more or less 
useful trees. 

Tigers are occasionally found in the Barind and in the country 
south of the Chalan Bil, but they arc now’here common. Leopards 
have greatly diminished in numbers in recent years. Fish abound in 
all the rivers, and the annual value of the Padma fisheries alone has 
been estimated at 2 lakhs. 

Mean temperature increases from 63° in January to 85® in April, 
j\Iay, and June. It is about 83® during the monsoon months, falling 
to 72® in November and 65® in December. 'I’hc highest average maxi- 
mum is 96° in April, and the low’est average minimum 51° in January. 
The annual rainfall averages 57 inches, of which 6-2 fall in May, lo-i 
in June, 11*7 in July,*'io«4 in August, and iO'4 in September. 

The earthquake of 1S97 was very severely felt, especially in the east 
of the District. Only 15 dcatljs were reported, but great damage was 
caused to property, and the total loss to Government alone was 
estimated at lakhs. Earth fissures occurred in many places, the 
roads were badly cracked, and the crops damaged by surface sub- 
sidences. 

Rajshahi must originally have formed part of the old kingdom of 



1 62 rajsiiAhj district 

PuNDRA or Paundravardhana, the country of the Pods, whose capital 
was at Mahasthan. Under the Sen kings this was known as the 
Barendra Bhflmi, a name which still survives in the 
IS oty. Barind tract already referred to. llaj'shahi presents 
an c.xample of the process by which a native samindM has been 
moulded into a British District. Early in the eighteenth century it 
was granted by the Muhammadans to Ramjiban, the founder of the 
Nator family. In 1728 the zamindari of Rajshahi extended from 
Bhagalpur on the west to Dacca on the cast, and included a large 
subdivision called Nij Chakla Rajshahi, on the south bank of the 
Padma, which stretched across Mursliidiibad and Nadia as far as the 
frontiers of Birbhum and Burdwan. Rajshahi thus comprised an area 
of 13,000 square miles, and paid a revenue of 27 lakhs. Unfortunately, 
however, for the Nator family, the estate fell under the management 
of a woman, the celebrated Rani Bhawani, whose charitable grants of 
rent-free land permanently impoverished her ancestral possessions. 
After some years of direct management by Government officers, the 
Rani’s adopted son was permitted in 1790 to engage for the whole 
District at a permanent assessment of 23 lakhs ; but the strict regula- 
tions which were then introduced for the recovery of revenue arrears 
by sale of the defaulter’s estate were constantly called into requisition 
against the Raja, and parcel after parcel of his hereditary property 
was sold. 

Meanwhile another chain of circumstances was tending to dissolve 
the integrity of the original District. At first an attempt was made to 
administer justice through a single Collector-Judge and Magistrate with 
two assistants, one stationed at Muradbagh, near Murshidabad, and 
the other at the local capital of Nator. In 1 793, however, a general 
redistribution of Bengal into Districts was made, and the extensive 
tract lying south of the Padma was taken from the parent District and 
divided among the adjoining jurisdictions of Murshidiibad, Nadia, and 
Jessore. The prevalence of crime in the remoter parts of the District 
rendered further reductions necessary; and in 1813 the present Dis- 
trict of Malda was constituted out of a neglected tract in the west, 
towards which Rajshahi, Dinajpur, and Purnea all contributed their 
share; Bogra was formed in a similar manner in 1821, and Pabnain 
1832 ; and thus Rajshahi District assumed its pi€sent proportions. 

The population of the present area increased from 1,423,592 in 1872 
to 1,450,776 in 1881, but fell to i,43{>,634 in 1891. It rose again to 
Population, in but the growth since 1872 is little 

more than 2 per cent. Rajshahi is one of the most 
feverish Districts in Bengal, the unhcalthiest portion being the central 
and eastern tract of waterlogged country which has already been 
described. Ihis area is notoriousl}' malarious, and the mortality from 
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fever has consistently been among the liighest recorded in Bengal. 
The prevailing disease is malarial fever ; but cholera and dysentery also 
claim their victims. 

The chief statistics of the Census of 1901 are shown below : — 


Subdivision. 

Area in stjuare 
miles. 

Number of 

Popnlation, 

1 

gji! 

■ - - t 

- . 

Numlxir of j 
persons able to | 
read and i 
write. 

V 

e 

cs 

a 

U 

n 

> 

Percentage 
variation 
population 
tvicen 18^ 
and 1901 

Itiimpur ]ioiili.i . 

910 

■ 

2,271 

.S 6 .li 9.36 

620 

mm 

24,297 

Nnocaon . 

867 

B 

2,346 

476,072 

.349 

mBU 

20,2 1 1 

Nntor 

816 

H 

•.727 

4 = 2 , .399 

6«8 


> 7,732 

District tol.nl 


2 

6,344 

1,462,407 

564 

+ 1-6 

62,240 


The two towns are Rampuk Boalia, the head-quarters, and Natou. 
The density would be far greater but for the fact that the District 
contains a large portion of the Barind and numerous marshes and 
lakes, including the Chalan Bll, In a belt of country running from 
north to south through the centre of the District the population is as 
dense as in almost any part of North Bengal. For the net increase 
the north of the District is entirely responsible. In the Barind the 
population has increased since 1872 by 25*6 per cent., and in the 
.^wz/Vz-growing thumis (Naogaon and IMnchupur) by 59-3 per cent., 
while in the decadent southern and central Ihdnas there has been 
a decrease of 12*8 per cent. There has been an extension of immi- 
gration to the Barind on the part of aboriginal Santals, Mundas, and 
Oraons, who arc encouraged to break down and clear the jungle by 
the zamluddrs. They arc allowed to occupy waste land rent free for 
three or four ytxirs : and they then move on, leaving the fields they 
have brought under cultivation to be occuj)icd by the less hardy Hindu 
ryots, who would shrink from undertaking on their own account the 
irksome task of reclamation, 'rhere has been a considerable drift of 
population within the District from the unhealthy waterlogged tract 
to the healthier and more itrospcrous thdnas in the Naogaon sub- 
division. During the cold season numerous /(f/Xv-bearers, earth- 
workers, and field-lalJburers visit the District, and their presence at 
the time of the Census caused a large excess of males over females. 
The dialect known as Northern Bengali is the vernacular of the 
District. Muhammadans number 1,135,202, or 77.6 per cent, of the 
population, a proportion exceeded only in the neighbouring District 
of Bogra. Hindus (325,111) constitute the greater part of the re- 
mainder. 

The majority of the l\luhanmiadans are Shaikhs, and there can 
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be little doubt that the majority of these, together with the functional 
groups of Jolahas (18,000) and Kulus (15,000), are descendants of 
converts from the Chandal and Koch communities, which are, after 
the Kaibartlas (66,000), still the most numerous Hindu castes in the 
District. Of the total population, 73 per cent, are supported by agri- 
culture, 12*7 per cent, by industry, 5-5 by unskilled labour, and only 
0-5 and I "5 per cent, by commerce and the professions respectively. 

A Presbyterian mission began work in 1862 and maintains a hospital 
and dispensary, an orphanage, and schools. The number of native 
Christians is 309. 

In the Barind the only crop grown is winter rice ; but the grey sandy 
soil of the Gangetic ihditas supports a variety of crops, and the black 
loam which is found elsewhere is also extremely 
Agriculture, thanas of Naogaon and Panchu- 

pur the land is somewhat higher and the drainage less ohstrucled 
than in the rest of the tract. 

The chief agricultural statistics for 1903-4 arc reproduced below, 
areas being in square miles; — 


Subdivision. 

Total. 

Cultivated. 

Cultivable 

waste. 

Kampur Boalia . 

910 

599 

32 

Naogaon . 

867 

574 

31 

Nator 

816 

539 

39 

Total 

2.593 

1,71* 

92 


Rice is everywhere the staple crop, being grown on 1,458 square 
miles or more than four-iifths of the net cropped area. The early rice 
is sown broadcast on comparatively high lands at the time of the spring 
showers, and is reaped from July to September. The better kinds of 
winter rice are first sown in nurseries, whence the seedlings are after- 
wards transplanted to low lands ; this crop is harvested in November 
and December. The coarser ^rieties of long-stemmed rice are sown 
in the beds of marshes and in very loiv-lying land ; the stem grows with 
the rising of the water, and the grain reaches maturity about the end 
of December. The winter crop forms about 77 per cent, of the whole 
and the autumn crop about 18^ per cent.; while Ihe spring crop grown 
on marsh lands contributes only a very small proportion of the total 
out-turn. Various pulses (215-6 square miles) and oilseeds (149 square 
miles) are raised, chiefly from the autumn rice-fields during the cold 
season. In addition, wheat (97 square miles), barley, oats, tobacco, 
sugar-cane, and maize are grown to some extent. Of the non-food 
crops, jute (131 square miles) is the most important. Betel-leaf is 
exported to North Bengal and Calcutta. Indigo and mulberry used 
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to be grown largely ; but the former has entirely disappeared, while the 
latter has for many years been declining, owing to the prevalence of 
silkworm epidemics. In order to revive the silk industry, a sericultural 
school has been opened at Ranipur Boalia, whicli supplies the Bengal 
Silk Committee with trained sericultural overseers and also trains 
rearers' sons in the microscopical e.\amination of seed. The cultiva- 
tion of s^nja is carried on in a small tract of 76 square miles in the 
Naogaon and Panchupur thatias^ which supplies not merely the needs 
of the whole of Bengal, but also those of Assam and of a part of the 
United Provinces sotne is also exported to Native States, and a small 
quantity is shipped to London, whence it is passed on to the West 
Indies. The area cultivated varies from year to year, the average being 
812 acres with a norma! out-turn of 6,952 maunds. The maximum 
area which may be cultivated in any yuJir is at present fixed by the 
Government of India at 976 acres, but this limit is subject to periodical 
revision. 

Little waste land now remains except in the Barind, where it is 
rapidly being reclaimed. Sciirccly any use is made of the Land Im- 
provement and Agriculturists’ Loans Acts, but in 1897 advances were 
made to the extent of Rs. 19,000. 

The local cattle are poor, probably on account of the deficiency of 
pasture and the absence of any attempts to improve the breed. Two 
very old fairs arc held at Khetur and M.vnda. These are attended 
by from 25,000 to 28,000 persons, and take place in October and April 
respectively. 

Owing to the copious and regular rainfall and the annual rise of the 
rivers in the rainy season, artificial irrigation is rarely necessary, but 
it is occasionally practised on a small scale from the nearest tank or 
watercourse. 

Cotton-weaving is a decadent industr)', but it still gives employment 
to over 2,000 persons j cotton cloths are jjrinted and dyed at Rampur 
Bordia. Copper, brass, and bell-meUiI utensils arc t d nd 
produced at Kalam and Budhpara in the Nator cojnmun^ations, 
subdivision, and pottery for domestic u.se and brick 
rings for earthen wells are also manufactured in the former village. 
Reed mats are nuidc at Naogaon for local consumption. Silk is the 
most important industry of Rajshfihi, as well as of the neighbouring 
]])istricts of Murshidabtid and Mdlda, and silk-spinning and weaving 
have been carried on in the District for centuries. The East India 
Company established a fiictory at Rajshahi in the eighteenth century, 
and in 1832 the Company had two factories, each the seat of a Com- 
mercial Resident ; the Residency at Rampur Bofilia was subsequently 
purchased by the firm of Messrs. Watson & Co. The out-turn of the 
several filatures w.is formerlj' as much as 400,000 lb. of raw silk, valued 
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at 37 lalclis ; but the average production for the three years ending 
1899-1900 was only 96,684 lb., valued at 8*2 lakhs, and in 1903-4 
the quantity manufactured fell to 67,790 lb. The bulk of the silk is 
e.\-ported to Europe, where it commands a ready sale at prices some- 
Avhat lower than silk from continental worms; it is used largely in 
the manufacture of silk hats. Some of the native spun silk is woven 
into a coarse cloth, called mafka, for local use. In igoi there were 
three European silk factories — at Sard^ Kajln, and Sarail— each 
possessing subordinate filatures; and the industry supported over 
41,000 persons. 

The bulk of the trade is with Calcutta, the chief e.vports being jute, 
rice, pulses, silk, and ganja, and the chief imports European piece-goods, 
salt, sugar, and kerosene oil. The principal marts are Sultanganj, 
Godagari, Rampur Boalia, and Charghiit on the Padma; Chang- 
dhupail and Gurudaspur on the Baral ; Knllganj on one of the feeders 
of the Chalan Bil; Prasadpur on the Atrai; and Naogaon on the 
Jamuna. At Lakshmanhati an extensive business is done in the sale 
and hire of sugar-cane mills and evaporating pans. 

The northern section of the Eastern Bengal State Railway intersects 
the District from north to south. Including 747 miles of village roads, 
the District contains (1904) 1,299 titles of roads, of which 42 miles 
are metalled. The most important arc those leading from RSmpur 
Boalia northward to Naohata, via Baya, eastward via Nator to Bogra, 
and south-east to Pabna, north-westwards to hlfilda through GodagSri, 
and northward from Godagari to Dinajpur. 

Road traffic is gradually increasing as the natural watercourses silt 
up; but the rivers still provide the chief means of communication, 
especially during the rains, when there are few villages in the north 
and east of the District which cannot be approached by water. The 
daily steamer services which ply from Goalundo up the Padma stop 
at Charghat, Rampur BoSlia, and Godagari for passengers and cargo, 
and a branch service up the hlahananda river connects Godagari with 
Malda. 

The famine of 1874 caused some distress, which was, however, 
relieved by the import of grain. Relief works were again necessary 
in 1897, but only on a small scale. 

For jgeneral administrative purposes, the District is divided'into three 
subdivisions, with head-quarters at Rampur Boalia, Naogaon, and 

Administration. Rampur Boalia was formerly the head- 

quarters of the Division as well as of the District, 
but in 1888 the Commissioner’s winter head-quarters were transferred 
to the rnore accessible station of Jalpaiguri. The staff subordinate 
to the District Magistrate-Collector consists of an Assistant Magistrate- 
Collector, five Deputy-Magistrate-Collectors, two of whom are in charge 
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of the subdivisions of Naogaon and Nator, the others being stationed 
at head-quarters, and four Sub-Deputy-Magistrate-Collectors, two of 
whom are stationed at Nator and Uvo at Naogaon. 

For civil work there arc the courts of the District and Sessions 
Judge, who is also Judge of Malda, a Sub-Judge and four Munsifs, 
two being stationed at Nator and one at each of the other subdivisional 
head-quarters. The criminal courts include those of the Sessions 
Judge, District Magistrate, and the Assistant, Deputy, and Sub-Deputy 
Magistrates. The majority of the cases before the courts arise out 
of disputes about land. 

An account of the land revenue history has been included in the 
paragraph on the general history of the District- The current demand 
in 1903-4 was 10-26 lakhs, payable by 1,639 estates, of which 1,592, 
with a demand of io-i8 lakhs, were permanently settled, 20 small 
estates were temporarily settled, and 27 were managed direct by 
Government. The average revenue per cultivated acre is R. 0-13-1 1, 
or rather above the average of R. 0-13-2 per acre for the whole of 
Bengal. The revenue represents about 28 per cent, of the rental of 
the District. Rent rates vary from Rs. 3 to Rs. 9 per acre, the higher 
figure being paid for mulberry, sugar-cane, ganja, and garden lands. 

The following table shows the collections of land revenue and total 
revenue (principal heads only), in thousands of rupees ; — 



i88o>i. 

1890-1. 

1900-1. 

1903-4. 

Land revenue . 

Total revenue . 

12,96 

1 

9.04 

10,26 

16,22 

10,12 

16,46 


Outside the municipalities of Rampur Boalia and Nator, local 
affairs are managed by the District board, with a subordinate local 
board in each subdivision. In 1903-4 the income of the District board 
was Rs. 1,71,000, of which Rs. go,ooo was derived from rates; and the 
expenditure was Rs. 1,64,000, including Rs. 79,000 spent on public 
works and Rs. 44,000 on education. 

The District contains 20 thanas or police stations and 2 outposts. 
The force under the District Superintendent consisted in 1903 of 3 
inspectors, 38 sub-inspectors, 30 head constables, and 402 constables. 
In addition to these, there was a rural police force of 3,444 chaukiddrs 
and 319 daffadars. A Central jail at Rampur Boalia has accommo- 
dation for 872 prisoners, and sub-jails at the other subdivisions for 30. 

Rajshahi is backward in educational matters, only 4-3 per cent, of 
the population (8 males and 0-4 females) being able to read and write 
in igoi. The total number of pupils under instruction increased from 
14,227 in 1892-3 to 21,423 in 1900-1, while 22,581 boys and 1,481 
girls were at school in 1903-4, being respectively 20-2 and 1-3 per cent. 
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of those of school-going age. The number of educational institutions, 
public and private, in that year was 719, including an Arts college, 
35 secondary schools, and 664 primary schools. The expenditure on 
education was 1-73 lakhs, of which Rs. t9,ooo was met from Provincial 
funds, Rs. 41,000 from District fund.s, Rs. 1,300 from municipal funds, 
and Rs. 70,000 from fees. The chief educational institutions arc in 
RSmpur Boalia, including the Rajshahi College and the sericultural 
school. 

In 1903 the District contained x'l dispensaries, of which 4 had 
accommodation for 64 in-p.itients. At these the cases of 103,000 out- 
p.ntients and 748 in-patients were treated during the year, and 3,038 
operations were performed. The expenditure was Rs. 40,000, of wliich 
Rs. 1,500 was met from Government contributions, Rs. 14,000 from 
Local and Rs. 7,000 from municipal funds, and Rs. 12,000 from sub- 
scriptions. 

Vaccination is compulsory only within the municipalities of Riimpur 
BoSlia and Nator. The number of persons successfully vaccinated in 
1903-4 was 52,000, representing 36 per 1,000 of the population. 

[Sir W. Hunter, Statistical Account of Jtengal, vol. viii (T877).] 

Rajula. — Town in the Stale of Bhaunagar, Kilthiiiwiir, Bombay, 
situated in 21° 3' N. and 71® 30' E. Population (1901), 5,150. 
Rajula has for many years been a centre of local trade, and its build- 
ing stone is largely used in the State. About 8 miles north-cast of the 
town is the striking hill of Bab.nri 5 dhar, crowned by a rude stone fort, 
which half a century ago was a favourite haunt of Hons. The exports 
consist chiefly of cotton and building-stone, and the imports of grain, 
timber, and piece-goods. 

Rajura . — Taluk in Adilabad District, Hyderrib-ld State, with an 
area of 595 square miles. The population in 1901, including 
was 24,807, compared with 25,677 in 1891, the decrease being due to 
emigration to more favoured parts of Sirpur and Adilabad. The tiiluk 
contains 128 villages, of which 29 are jagir, and Rajfira (population, 
2,213) is the head-quarters. The land revenue in 1901 was Rs. 38,200. 
Rajura is very thinly populated, containing extensive arc.as of cultiv- 
able waste and forest. 

Rakhabh Dev. — Walled village in the Magra zila of the State of 
Udaipur, Rajputana, situated in 24® 5' N. and 73® 42' E., in the midst 
of hills, about 40 miles south of Udaipur city, and 10 miles north-east 
of the cantonment of Kherwara. Population (1901), 2,174. A small 
school here, originally started for the benefit of the Bhils, is attended 
by about 40 boys, half of whom are of this tribe. Serpentine of a dull 
green colour is quarried in the neighbourhood, and worked into effigies 
and vessels of domestic use, which are sold to the numerous pilgrims 
who visit the place. The famous Jain temple, sacred to -Adinath or 
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Rakhabhnath, is annually visited by thousands of pilgrims from all 
parts of Rajputiina and Gujarat. It is difficult to determine the age 
of this building, but three inscriptions mention that it was repaired in 
the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The principal image is of black 
marble and is in a sitting posture about three feet in height ; it is said 
to have been brought from Gujarat towards the end of the thirteenth 
century. Hindus, as well as Jains, worship the divinity, the former 
regarding him as one of the incarnations of Vishnu and the latter as 
one of the twenty-four Tirthankars or hierarchs of Jainism. The Bhils 
call him Kalajl, from the colour of the image, and have great faith in 
him. Another name is Kesaryaji, from the salfron {kesar') with which 
pilgrims besmear the idol. Every votary is entitled to wash off the 
paste applied by a previous worshipper, and in this way saffron worth 
thousands of rupees is offered to the god annually. 

{Indian Antiquary, vol. i.] 

Rakhshan. — River in Baluchistan, rising near Shireza, a point close 
to the eastern junction of the Central Makran and Siahan ranges. 
It traverses Panjgflr, on the west of w'hich it is joined by the Gwargo 
stream. It then turns northward, and joining the Mashkel river from 
Persia in 27® 10^ N. and 63® zf E., bursts through the Siiihan range by. 
the fine defiles of Tank-i«Grawag and Tank-i-Zurrati, and runs under the 
latter name olong the western side of Kharan to the Hamfin-i-M5shkel. 
Its total length is 258 miles. Water from the Rakhshan is used for 
irrigation in Nag-i-Kalal, Panjgfir, and Dehg^var in Kharan. 

Ramachandrapuram Taluk . — TSInk in the delta of Godavari 
District, Madras, lying between 16® 41' and 17® 3' N. and 81® 49' and 
82® 13' E., with an area of 296 square miles. The population in rgoi 
was 220,356, compared Avith 198,596 in 1901. It contains one tOAvn, 
Mandapeta (population, 8,380), and 117 villages, Ramachandrapuram 
being the head-quarters. The demand on account of land revenue and 
cesses in 1903-4 amounted to Rs. 11,60,000. The td/nk is the most 
densely populated and the richast in the District. Its soil is classed 
almost entirely as alluvial, and it is irrigated by numerous canals. The 
little French Settlement of Yanam is situated within it ; Avhile Koli- 
palli and Draksharama, tAvo of its villages, are Avell-knoAvn places of 
pilgrimage. 

Ramagiri. — Agency taluk in the Avest of Ganjiim District, Madras, 
with an area of 1,191 square miles. The population, consisting mostly 
of Savaras, aaus. 74,393 in 1901, compared with 64,143 in 1891. They 
live in 542 villages. No land revenue is realized, except a nazardna of 
Rs. 593 paid by the zamtnddrs of Peddakimedi and Surangi and four 
patros (headmen). The head-quarters are at Rfimagiri-Udayagiri, AA’hich 
is connected Avith Berhampur by a good road. Ramagiri is the most 
sparsely populated taluk in the Di.strict and the Avorst in point of 
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climate. Timber and other hill produce arc exported, but the supply 
of good sa/ trees in accessible positions is very limited. Excellent 
oranges are grown. The western part of the /a/ui is very mountainous 
and difficult of access. 

Ramallakota (literally, ‘diamond fort*). — 7 a///i of Kurnool Dis- 
trict, Madras, lying between 15“ 18' and rs** 55' N. and jj° 36' and 
78“ 10' E., with an area of 846 square miles. The population in 1901 
was 142,85s, compared with 124,971 in 1891. Miusalmfins are more 
numerous than in any other /tfM- of the District ; half of them arc 
residents of Kurnool town. The density is 169 persons per square 
mile, compared with the District .average of 115. It contains one 
town, Kurn'OOI. (a municipality with a popul.ation of 25,376, the hciid- 
quarlers of the /li/tf/; .and District), and 106 villages (inclusive of 7 
‘whole tnam'). The dcm.and for land revenue and cesses in 1903-4 
amounted to Rs. 2,66,000. On the north tlic Tiing.al)hadra forms the 
boundar}', separating it from the Nirfim’s Dominions. The only other 
river is the Mindri, which, with its tributaries the Dhonc Viigu and 
Hukri, drains the wliole /ii/nk and ultimately falls into the Tungabhadra 
at Kurnool. 'I’hc KuRNOOL-CunnAfAH Canai. t.akcs off from the 
Tungabhadra at Sunkcsula in this fa/iil; and is led along the northern 
portion of it, irrigating about 3,300 acres. The annual rainfall averages 
28 inches, about three-fourths of which is received during the south- 
west monsoon. Most of the /a/ttl- is covered with black cotton soil. 
It contains 65 square miles of * reserved ’ forests, almost the whole of 
which is on the Errainalas. 

Ramanadapuram.— Subdmsion, zamVidari fahsU, cst.atc, and town 
in Madura District, Madras. See Ramn'ap. 

Ramandrug. — Sanitarium of Bcllaiy, situated in 15” 8' N. and 
76® 30' E., within the limits of the Native St.atc of Sandur, attached 
to the Madras Presidency. Criminal jurisdiction has been made over 
by the Raja to the Madras Government (with certain restrictions), .and 
affairs wdthin it .are controlled by the Collector of Bellary. The 
sanitarium consists of a small plateau, i-J miles long by half a mile 
wide, on the top of the southern of the two ranges of hill which enclose 
the valley of Sandur. It is 3,256 feet above the sea and about 1,400 feet 
above the bottom of the valley. On .all sides the ground falls sharply 
away ; and this characteristic, though it affords numerous excellent views 
into the SandGr valley on the one side and over the western iahtks of 
Bellary as far as the Tungabhadra on the other, gives the place a 
' cramped air which the various paths cut .along the hill-sides do not 
serve to remove. The place is called after the village and fort of the 
same name which stand at the southern end of the platc.au. Remains 
of the old defences, in the shape of a considerable w.all of enormous 
blocks of stone, are still visible. Local tradition says they were built 
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by, and named after, a poligar called Kotnara Rama, who is still a 
popular hero. A favourite play in Sandur is one in which his step-, 
mother treats him as Potipharis wife did Joseph, but in which his 
innocence is ultimately established. The buildings on the plateau 
include barracks, a hospital, &c., built in 1855 and designed to accom- 
modate about 70 soldiers; and some fifteen bungalows belonging to 
various residents of Bellary. Two carriage roads run along the whole 
length of the station. There are several mineral springs in it. A 
short distance down the cliff on the southern side is a cave leading 
into a passage, \ which has been followed a great distance into the hill. 
The annual rainfall averages 39 inches, and the temperature is 12® 
cooler than that of Bellary. The mean for April and May is about 
80®, and the highest figure on record in the hottest months is 87® in 
the shade. During the south-west monsoon the chilly fogs which wrap 
the place about from sunset to xo a.m., and often later, make fires 
almost a necessity. 

Three roads lead to the station : one from Bavihalli, a village on the 
road between Sandfir and Hospet; a second from Hospet; and the 
third from Narayanadevarakeri. They are all Twacticable for carts. 
The first was the usual route from Bellary before the railway line was 
e.\tended to Hospet. The second road, that from Hospet, is noAv the 
usual route, the distance from the railway station being 14 miles. 
Europeans reside in the station only in the hotter months from March 
to June. A sub-magistrate is stationed here during this period. For 
the rest of the year "the place is deserted, except by the inhabitants of 
the village of Ramandrug. 

Ramanka. — Petty State in Kathiawar, Bombay. 

Ramas.— Petty State in MahI Kantha, Bombay. 

Ramayampet. — Former taluk in Medak District, Hyderabad State, 
with an area of 403 square miles. The population in 1901, including 
jagtrSf was 75,364, compared with 73,217 in 1891, The land revenue 
in 1901 was 2-8 lakhs. In 1905 the idiuk was split up, and its villages 
transferred to the Medak tafuk of this District and the Kamareddipet 
taluk of Nizamabad. 

Rambha. — Village in the Ganjam taluil of Ganjam District, Madras, 
situated in 19° 31' N. and 85® 7' E., on the trunk road and on the banks 
of the Chilka Lake. Population (1901), 4,028. While Ganjam was 
still the head-quarters of the District and contained a garrison, Rambha 
was a favourite resort of the Europeans who lived there ; and a large 
two-storeyed house, built by a former Collector in 1792 and now 
belonging to the Raja of Kallikota, stands in a beautiful situation 
overlooking the Chilka I.ake. The chief trade consists in the impor- 
tation of large quantities of rice from Orissa by boats across the lake 
luid the exportation of prawns to Rangoon. 
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Rambral. — Putty State in the Khasi Hills, liastern Bengal and 
Assam. The i)oj3Ulalion in 1901 \vas'2,697, and the gross revenue in 
1903-4 was Rs. 600. The principal products arc rice, millet, cotton, 
and maixe. 

Ramdurg State.— State under the Political Agent of Kolhapur and 
the Southern Manitha Jagirs, Bombay, with .in area of 169 square miles. 
It is bounded on the north by the 'I’orgal subdivision of Kolhapur 
Stale; on the south by N.irgund in Dhiirwar District; on the cast 
by the Badami taluka of Bij.ipur I^islrict ; and on the west by the 
Navalgund taluhi of ])harw.ir District. 'I’hc population in 1901 was 
37,848, dwelling in 2 towns, of which the larger is Ramdurg (popu- 
lation, 9,452), the head-quarters, and 37 villages. Hindus number 
35,072 and Muhammadans 2,716. 

The general apjicarance of the country is that of a plain surrounded 
by undulating lands and occasionally intersected by ranges of hills. 
The prevailing soil is rich black, 'rhe Malprabha river flows through 
the State, and is utili.!cd for irrigation. 'I’hc stajilc crops arc whc.it, 
grain, yorr'dr, and cotton. Coarse cotton cloth is the principal manu- 
f.icture. The climate is the same as that of the Deccan generally, the 
he.at from March to May being oppressive. 

Nargund and Ramdurg, two strong forts in the Kanaresc-spe.iking 
country, were occupied by the Marathas in their early struggles ; and, 
by favour of the Peshwas, the ancestors of the present Rfimdurg family 
were placed in charge of them. About 1753 the cbtalcs yielded 
2^ liikhs and were required to furnish a contingent of 350 horsemen. 
They were held on these terms until 1778, when the country was 
brought under subjection by Haidar AH. In 1784 Tipfi Sulliin made 
further demands. Tliese were resisted, and, in consequence, the fort 
of Ramdurg was blockaded by 'J'ipu. After a siege of seven months, 
^’enkat Rao of Nargund surrendered, and, in violation of the terms 
of capitulation, was carried off a prisoner with his whole family into 
Mysore. On the fall of iseringapatam in 1799 Venkat R.ao was 
rclcjised, and the Peshwa restored to him Nargund and lands yielding 
lakhs, and granted to Ram Rao the fort of Ramdurg, with lands 
yielding Rs. 26,000. The two branches of the family continued to 
enjoy their respective Stales till iSio, when the Peshwa made a new 
division of the lands, in equal shares, between Venkat Rao and 
Nannyan R.ao, the sons of R.am Rao. On the fall of the Peshwii in 
1S18, the estates were continued to these two chiefs by an engagement. 
Nargund subsequently lapsed, and is now included in the N.avalgund 
taluka of Dhiirwar District. 

The chief, w’ho is a Konkanasth Brahman, ranks as a first-class 
Sardar in the Southern Mariltha Country, and has power to try his 
otvn subjects for capital offences. He enjoys a revenue of nearly 
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2 lakhs. The family of the chief hold a sanad authorizing adoption, 
and follow the rule of primogeniture. There are two municipalities, 
with an aggregate income in 1903-4 of Rs. 6,280. In the same year 
the police force numbered 80, and the only jail had a daily average of 
31 prisoners. The State contained 17 schools in 1903-4, w’ith 1,059 
pupils. Two dispensaries were attended by about 11,000 patients in 
the same year, and nearly 900 persons were vaccinated. 

Ramdurg Town. — Capital of the State of Ranidurg, Bombay, 
situated in 15® 5' N. and 75® 2' E. Population (1901), 9,452. The 
forts of Ramdurg and Nargund arc said to have been built by Sivaji. 
Hand-woven cloth is e.vported from the town, which is administered as 
a municipality with an income in 1903-4 of Rs. 4,000. It contains 
a dispensary. 

R§,meswaram. — ^Town in Madura District, Madras, situated in 
9® 17^ N. and 79® 19' E., on the island of Pamban. Population (1901), 
6,632. It contains one of the most venerated Hindu shrines in India, 
w’hich was founded, according to tradition, by Rama himself as a thank- 
offering for his success in his expedition against Rflvana, the ten-headed 
king of Ceylon, who had carried off his wife, Sita. For centuries the 
temple has been the resort of thousands of pilgrims from all parts of 
India j and until recently they had to traverse on foot the inhospitable 
wastes of the Ramnad estate which separated it from the nearest 
railway station at Madura. The pilgrimage is now rendered easy by 
the railway which has lately been built from that place to Mandapam, 
a point on the mainland facing the town of Pamban, 8 miles from 
Rameswaram. 

The great temple stands on slightly rising ground in the north- 
eastern part of the island. It is in the form of a quadrangular 
enclosure, 650 feet broad by about 1,000 feet long, and is entered by 
a gateway surmounted by a sopttram or tower 100 feet high. The 
oldest portion is built of a dark and hard limestone, traditionally said 
to have been brought from Ceylon, while the more modern parts are 
constructed of a friable .sandstone quarried in the island itself. The 
inner prakaram or corridor is ascribed to the piety of an early Madura 
Naik, while the outer vimtapam was the work of two of the Ramnad 
chiefs or Setupatis, with the history of whose line, as the ‘lords of 
the causeway leading from the mainland to Ptlmban Island and the 
protectors of the pilgrims, the history of the temple has for centuries 
been intimately connected. 

Mr. Fergusson, in his History of Indian Architecture, thus describes 
the building; — 

‘ If it were proposed to select one temple which should exhibit all 
the beauties of the Dravidian style in their greatest perfection and at 
the same time e.\:umplify all its characteristic defects of design, the 
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choice would almost invariably fall upon that at Rameswaram. In no 
other temple has the same amount of patient iiidustty’ been exhibited 
as here; and in none unfortunately has that labour been so thrown 
away, for want of a design appropriate to its display. It is not that 
this temple has grmvn by successive increments ; it was begun and 
finished on a previously settled plan, as regularly and undeviatingly 
carried out as Tanjore, but on a principle so diametrically opposed to 
it that, while the temple at Tanjore produces an effect greater than 
is due to its mass or detail, this one, with double its 'dimensions and 
ten times its elaboration, produces no effect externally, and internally 
can only be seen in detail, so that the parts hardly in any instance 
aid one another in producing the effect aimed at. 

‘ Externally, the temple is enclosed by a wall_ 20 feet in height with 
four gopurams, one on each face, which have this peculiarity, that they 
alone, of all those I know in India, are built wholly of stone from the 
base to the summit. The western one alone, however, is finished. 
Those on the north and south are hardly higher than the wall in which 
they stand, and are consequently called the ruined gateways. Partly 
from their form, but more from the solidity of their construction, 
nothing but an earthquake could well damage them. They have never 
been raised higher, and their progress was probably stopped in the 
beginning of the last ceiitur}’, when Muhammadans, Marathas, and 
other foreign invaders checked the prosperity of the land, and destroyed 
the wealth of the priesthood. The eastern fa^dc has two entrances 
and two gopurams. The glory of the temple, however, is in its corn-, 
dors. These extend to a total length of nearly 4,000 feet. Their 
br^dth varies from 20 feet to 30 feet of free floor space, and their 
height is apparently about 30 feet from the floor to the centre of the 
roof. Each pillar or pier is compound, and richer and more elaborate 
in design than those of the Parvati porch at Chidambaram, and 
certainly more modern in date. 

‘None of our English cathedrals is more than 500 feel long, and 
even the nave of St. Peter's is only 600 feet from the door to the apse. 
Here the side corridors are 700 feet long, and open into transverse 
galleries as rich in detail as themselves. These, witli the varied devices 
and modes of lighting, produce an effect that is not equalled certainly 
anywhere in India. The side corridors are generally free from figure 
sculpture, and consequently from much of the vulgarity of the age 
to which they belong, and, though narrower, produce a more pleasing 
effect. The central corridor leading from the sanctuary is adorned 
on one side by portraits of the Rajas of Ramnad in the seventeenth 
century, and, opposite them, of their secretaries. Even they, however, 
would be tolerable, were it not that within the last few years they have 
been painted with a vulgarity that is inconceivable on the part of the 
descendants of those who built this fane. Not only these, but the whole 
of the architecture has first been dosed with repeated coats of white- 
wash, so as to take off all the sharpness of detail, and then painted 
with blue, green, red, and yellow washes, so as to disfigure and destroy 
its effect to an extent that must be seen to be believed. 

• ‘The age of this temple is hardly doubtful. From first to last its 
style, excepting the old vimana, is so uniform and unaltered • that 
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ite erection could hardly have lasted during a hundred years; and if 
this is so, it must have been during the seventeenth century, when 
the Ramnad Rajas ■were at the height of their independence and 
prosperit)’, and when their ally or mjister, 'rirumala Naik, was erecting 
buildings in the same identical style at Madura. It may have been 
commenced fifty years earlier (1550), and the erection of its gopurams 
may have extended into the eighteenth century; but these seem the 
possible limits of deviation.’ 

Ramganga, East. — River of the United Provinces, a tributary 
of the Sarda. 

Ramganga, West (also known as Ruhut or Ruput in its upper 
courses). — River of the United Provinces, which rises in Oarhwal Dis- 
trict (30® 5' N., 79® 12' E.) in the hills some distance south of the 
snowy range of the Himalayas, It flows for about 90 miles with a very 
rapid fall, first through Garhwal, then through Kumaun, and after 
again entering Garhwal debouches on the plains near the Kalagarh 
fort, .south of the peak of the same name, in Bijnor District. It is now 
a large river, and 1 5 miles lower down receives on its right bank the 
Khoh, which also rises in Garhwal. Both these streams are liable to 
sudden floods owing to heavy rain in their upper courses. Their beds 
abound in quicksands, and their ch.inncls are shifting. I'he Ramganga 
passes south-east, through Mor3d5b3d District and the Rampur State, 
into Bareilly, after which it flows .south between Budaun and Shrih- 
jahanpur, and then, crossing the last-mentioned District, flows through 
the eastern tahsJl of Farrukh3bad and part of Hardol, falling into the 
Ganges a little .above Kanauj, after a total course of about 370 miles. 
Throughout its course in the plains it receives many small streams 
from the Tarai, and a few larger tributaries whose sources .are in the 
Him5lay.as. The KosI in Moradabad, the Dojora, formed by the 
Kichha or West B.ahgul, Dbakra, and Bhakna rivers in Bareilly, and 
the Deoha or Garra in Shahjahanpur are the most important of these. 
During its whole course in the plains the R.amgang.a flows in a shifting 
and uncertain bed. It changed its channel in the middle of the 
nineteenth century, so .as to run into the Dojora and pass Bareilly 
city; in the rains of 1871 it returned to its former course ten miles 
dist.ant, hut has once more begun to approach the city. During floods 
it spreads out widely on either side, .and carves out new ch.annels for 
itself, often destroying the fertility of the land with a l.ayer of sand. 
It is little used for irrigation. 

Ramgarh. — Old District of Bengal, stretching on the north-west 
as far as .Sherghali in Gay.a and including on the e.ast the Chakai 
pargajia of Monghyr and the zamlndari raj of Panchet, and on the 
south-west and south the present District of Palamau, while Ranchi 
owed a loose allegiance as a tributary estate administered by its own 
chief. This unwieldy District was broken up after the Kol insurrection 
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in 1831-2, parts of it going to Gaya, Monghyr, ManljTiQm, and Lohar- 
daga (now Ranch!), while the rest was formed into the modem 
District of Hazaribagh. 

Kamgarh State . — ThahurSt in tlie Bhopai. Agency, Central India. 
Ramgarh Hill. — Hill in the Surguja State, Central Provinces, 
situated in 22° 53^ N. and 82“ 55' E. It consists of a rectangular 
mass of sandstone rising abruptly from the plain, about 12 miles west 
of I.4ilcshmanpur village. It is ascended from the northern side by 
a path which follows the ridge of an outlying spur nearly as far as 
the base of the main rock. Here, at a height of 2,600 feet, is an 
ancient stone gateway, on the lintel of which is sculptured an image 
of Ganesh. A little to the west, but at the same level, a constant 
stream of pure water wells out, in a natural grotto, from a fissure in 
the massive bed of sandstone. A second gateway crowns the most 
difficult part of the ascent. Colonel Dalton considered this to be the 
best executed and most beautiful architectural relic in the entire region, 
which abounds in remains indicating a prenous occupation of the 
countiy by some race more highly civilized than its present inhabi- 
tants. Though the origin of these gateways is unknown, the second 
is unquestionably the more modem work, and belongs to that descrip- 
tion of Hindu architecture which bears most resemblance to the 
Saracenic, On the hill are several rock caves and the remains of 
several temples made of enormous blocks of stone. One of the most 
striking features is the singular tunnel in the northern face of the rock, 
known as the Hathipol, which, as its name implies, is so large that 
an elephant can pass through it. Its formation is supposed to be due 
to the trickling of water through crevices in the sandstone, and it 
bears no trace of human workmanship. It is about 150 feet long and 
20 feet in height by 32 in breadth. In the valley on which this tunnel 
opens are two caves with inscriptions dating back to the second 
century B.C. One of them, the Jogimara cave, has traces on its roof 
of wall paintings 2,000 years old j and the other, the Sitabengfi cave, 
is believed to have been used as a hall in which plays were acted 
and poems recited. 

[Archaeological Survey Reports., vol. xi, pp. 41-5 ; and Report of 
Archaeological Surveyor, Bengal Circle, for 1903-4.] 

Ramgarh Town .(i).— To>vn belonging to the Sikar chiefship in 
the Shekhawati nizamat of the State of Jaipur, Rajputana, situated in 
28” 10' N. and 74” 59' E., about 103 miles north-west of Jaipur city. 
Population (1901), 11,023. The town, which is handsomely built and 
neatly fortihed, possesses a combined post and telegraph office, and 
many palatial edifices belonging to wealthy bankers. Some of these 
bankers maintain 6 primary schools, attended in 1904 by 342 boys, 
and there are also 4 indigenous schools. 
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Ramgarh Town (2).— Head-quarters of a iahstl of the s<ame name 
in the State of Ahvar, Rajputana, situated in 27° 35' N. and 76® 49' E., 
about 13 miles east of Ahvar city. Population (1901), 5,179. The 
town possesses a post office, a vernacular school, and a hospital with 
accommodation for 6 in-patients. A municipal committee attends to 
the sanitation and lighting of the place, the average income, chiefly 
derived from octroi, and expenditure being about Rs. 1,900 yearly. 
The original settlers are said to have been Chamars, and the place was 
called Bhojpur after their leader, Bhoja. A Naruka Rajput, Padam 
Singh, received the village in ja^r from Jaipur about 1746, made it 
prosperous, and built a fort; but his son, Sarup Singh, came into 
collision with Pratap Singh, the first chief of Ahvar, and was cruelly 
murdered, the town and talisll passing into the possession of Ahvar 
in 1777. Ramgarh is one of the central tahslls of the State, and is 
situated in Mewat. It is made up of the head-quarters town and 119 
villages ; and of the total population of 54,043, nearly 60 per cent, are 
Musalmans. 

Ramjibanpiir. — Town in the Ghatal subdivision of Midnapore 
District, Bengal, situated in 22® 50' N. and 87® 37' E. Population 
(1901), 10,264. Bell-metal ware is manufactured, but the weaving 
industry which formerly flourished has been killed by the importation 
of European piece-goods. Ramjibanpur was constituted a municipality 
in 1876. The income and expenditure during the decade ending 
igor-2 averaged Rs. 2,800 and Rs. 2,700 respectively. In 1903-4 the 
income was Rs. 3,550, two-thirds of which was derived from a tax on 
persons ; and the expenditure was Rs. 3,600. 

Ramnad Subdivision. — Subdivision of Madura District, Madras, 
consisting of the Ramnad and Sivaganga estates. The former of 
these is subdivided for purposes of administration into the satninddri 
iafistis of Ramnad, Tiruvadanai, Paramagudi, Tiruchuli, and Muduku- 
lattur; while Sivaganga, Tiruppattur, and Tiruppuvanam are comprised 
in the latter. 

Ramnad Estate. — A permanently settled zamlnddri estate in the 
south and east of Madura* District, Madras, lying between 9° 6' and 
ro® 6' N. and 77° 56' and 79® ig' E., consisting of the five zaminddri 
iahsils of Ramnad, Tiruvadanai, Paramagudi, Tiruchuli, and Muduku- 
lattur, with an area of 2,104 square miles. Population (1901), 723,886. 
It’ includes the whole of the sea-coast of the District. The peslikash 
(including cesses) payable to Government by the estate in 1903-4 was 
3| lakhs. 

Regarding the early history of the estate legends are plentiful but 
facts are few. Its chiefs are the titular heads of the numerous caste of 
the Maravans, and bear the title of Setupati, or ‘ lord of the causeway.’ 
This causeway is the ridge of rock which used to connect the tongue 
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of the mainland running out into the Gulf of Manaar with the island of 
Pamban. Pamban Island contains the holy temple of Ramkswaram ; 
and tradition has it that when Rama crossed to the island from Ceylon 
by way of Adam’s Bridge and founded the temple as a thank-offering 
for his victory over Ravana, he also appointed the first Setupati to 
protect the pilgrims who should traverse the causeway to visit it. The 
chiefs of Ramnad appear to have undoubtedly borne the title as far 
back as the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries ; and in the early years 
of the seventeenth century it was formally conferred by one of the Naik 
kings of Madura on the head of the Maravans, from whom the present 
owners of the estate are descended. 

Of the earlier chiefs, Raghunatha Kilavan (1673-1708) is perhaps the 
best known. It was he who moved the capital of the country' from 
Pogalur, the ancient family seat, to its present site 10 miles farther 
ea.st at Ramnad, which he fortified. About 1725 a usurper became 
Setupati ; but he treated his va.ssals so harshly that one of them joined 
the legitimate heir and, with the help of the Raja of Tanjore, attacked 
and defeated him. The country jvas divided by the victons, the Raja 
of Tanjore annexing that part of it which lay north of the PSmbar 
river. The rebellious vassal took the more valuable two-fifths of the 
remainder, and founded there the line of the present sawhidars of 
SiVAGANGA, while the other three-fifths, the present RamnSd estates, 
went to the lawful heir. Throughout the Carnatic Wars the troops 
of Ramnad frequently figure on one side or the other. In 1795 the 
Setupati was deposed by the Britush for insubordination and misrule, 
and died a state prisoner. The estate was formed into a zamhidari in 
1803, a permanent sa/iad (title-deed) being granted to the deposed 
chiefs sister. The rule of her successors has been in the main one 
long chronicle of mismanagement, litigation, and debt. The last R 3 ja 
of Ramnad succeeded in 1873 as a minor, and the estate was accord- 
ingly managed for the next sixteen years by the Court of Wards. 
During this period 8J lakhs was spent on repairs to irrigation works, 
14 lakhs of debt was cleared off, and the estate was handed over to its 
omier in 1889, in good order, with a revenue which had been increased 
from 5 to 9 lakhs, and with a cash balance of 3I lakhs. Within the 
next five years the Raja had spent this balance, incurred further debts 
of over 30 lakhs, and pledged the best portions of the estate to his 
creditors. The zaminddri is now managed by tru.stees for the creditors 
and the present proprietor, who is a minor. 

The Ramnad estate is perhaps the most desolate and uninviting area 
of its size in the Presidency. Almost dead level throughout, and for 
the most part infertile, the coast is lined with blown sand and brackish 
swamps, diversified only by stunted scrub and palmyra palms. It has 
only two fair roads (those from Madura to Ramnad and to Tiruchuli) : 
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its irrigation works depend upon the capricious rivers Vaigai and 
Gundar, and are often in the last stale of disrepair and neglect ; and 
except Ramnad and Ranieswaram, already referred to, it contains 
no town of interest or importance. Its chief port, Kllakarai, is in 
a declining state, and two others of its principal towns, Kamudi and 
Abiraniam, have advanced but little for many years. Paramagudi, on 
the road to Madura, has some reputation for hand-painted clollis; 
but the only flourishing town in the estate is Aruppukkotlai on the 
Avestem border, which derives much of its prosperity from trade Avilh 
the neighbouring District of Tinnevclly. 

The South Indian Railwjiy has recently been carried from Madura 
through Ramnad to Mandapam, at the extreme end of the longue of 
mainland which runs out to meet Pamban Island. Projects for carry- 
ing it over the remains of tlie old causeway on to the island, and for 
cutting a ship canal through the island and establishing a port for 
ocean-going vessels near by, are now under consideration, and if carried 
out will greatly increase the prosperity of this portion of the zaminddri. 
Pamban and the other smaller coral islands in the Gulf of Manaar are 
even at present the pleasantest portions of the estate, and are noted for 
their turtles and oysters. 

Ramnad Tahsll. — Zaminddri tahsll in the subdivision and estate 
of the same name in Madura District, Madras. The population in 
i9or was 112,851, compared with 107,601 in 1891. It contains three 
towns, Ramnad (population, 14,546), the head-quarters ; KilaKarai 
(11,078), a decaying seaport on the coast ; and Ramrswaram (6,632), 
which .stands on the island of Pamban and is noted for its beautiful 
temple. The iahsti is an unlovely tract, consisting for the most part 
of poor sandy or .saline soils, covered with little groivth beyond stunted 
scrub and palmyra palms. The .sea-breezes, however, suffice to keep 
it cooler than most of the rest of the District. 

- Ramnad Town {Rdmandtlm-puram, ‘the toivn of Ramanatba’), — 
Head-quarters of the subdivision, samlnddriy and tahsll of the .same 
name in Madura District, Madras, situated in 9® 22' N. and 78® 51' E., 
with a station on the Madura-Pamban Railway. Population (1901), 
14,546. The tOAvn is the head-quarters of the divisional officer and 
of an Assistant Superintendent of police, and contains a church 
belonging to the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and two 
Roman Catholic places of ivorship. It is also the residence of the 
Raja of Ramnad, whose palace, a large rambling building, stands at 
the end of the chief street. It lies in the midst of ugly and uninterest- 
ing country, and its redeeming point is its climate, Avhich is never very 
hot and is generally tempered by a breeze from the sea. The town 
Avas taken by General Smith in 1772, and Avas under military occupation 
in 1792. The fortifications;, noAv destroyed, consisted of a Avail 27 feel 
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high and 5 feel ihicV, surrotindcd l)j- a fosse. In the rcnlre was the 
palace of the chiefs. 

Riimnagar Tahsil.— Th/zj// of tlic Rewah State, Central India, 
lying between 23" 12^ and 24® 23^ N. and 80“ 36' and 82" 16' E., south 
of the Kaimnr range, with an area of 2,775 .square miles. The country 
consists of a medley of hill and valley with but little land suitable for 
cultivation, except in the bed of the Son river, which tmverscs the 
north-wcstcni corner. The population was 202,153 in 1S91, and 
221,980 in 1901, giving the low density of 80 persons per square mile. 
There arc 949 villages, the hc.'id-quarters being at Ramkacar. The 
land revenue is Rs. 86,000. There arc no good roads in this tract. 

Rainnagar Village (1). — Hcjid-quartcrs of the iahsU of the s.imc 
name in Rewah State, Central Indi.i, .situated in 24® 12' N. and 8x* 
1 2' E. Population (1901), 2,621. The village contains a school and a 
dispensary, and is connected by an umnct.alled road, 15 miles in length, 
witli Govindgarh, whence a metalled road leads to Rewah town. 

Ramnagar Town (r). — ^'Pown in the \\\azlrab."id /iT//j//nfGujranwrda 
District, Punj.ab, situated in 32® 20' N. and 73® 48' E., on the Siiilknt- 
Multan road, on the left bank of the Chcnrib, 26 miles west of Gujr.in- 
wiila town. Population (1901), 7,121. The town, originally known as 
Rasfdnagar, was founded by Nflr Muhammad, a Chatha chieftain, who 
possessed great power in the Punjab during the first half of the 
eighteenth century ; and it rapidly grew to importance under his family. 
In 1795 was .stormed by Ranjit Singh, after a gallant rc.sistance 
by Ghulam jMuhammad, the reigning Chatha chief, and received from 
the Sikhs its new name of Ramn!ig.ar. Several fine buildings, erected 
during the Chatha supremacy, still remain. In 1848, during the 
second Sikh War, Ixird Gough first encountered the Sikh troops of 
Sher Singh near Ramnag.ar. Akalgarh, on the North-Western Railw.ay, 
is 5 miles off. The diversion of through trade caused by the opening 
of the Sind-Sagar Railway is ruining its trade, and its manufacture of 
leathern ve.sscls is now e.xtinci. The municip.ality was created in 1867. 
The income during the ten yc.ars ending 1902-3 averaged Rs. 7,000, 
and the expenditure Rs. 6,900. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 6,900, 
chiefly from octroi ; and the expenditure w.as Rs. 7,400. The town 
has a vernacular middle school, maintained by the municipality, and 
a Government dispensary. 

REmnagar Town (2). — ^Town in the Chandaul! tahsll of Benares 
District, United Provinces!, situated in 25® 16' N. and 83® 2' E., on the 
right bank of the Ganges nearly opposite Benares city. Population 
(1901), 10,882.^ The town owes its importance to its selection by 
Rajii Balwant Singh of Benares as his residence. He built a massive 
fort rising directly from the river bank, which is .still the palace of his 
descendants. His successor, Chet Singh, constructed a beautiful tank 
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and a fine temple richly adorned with carved stone. Two broad and 
well-kept roads, crossing at right angles from the centre of the town, 
are lined with masonry shops and a few ornamental private buildings. 
The rest of the town consists of the usual mud housas. Ramnagar is 
administered under Act XX of 1856, with an income of about Rs. 2,500. 
Tiiere is a considerable trade in grain ; and riding-whips, wickerwork 
stools, and chairs are largely made. The public buildings include 
a school. 

Ramnagar Village {2). — Village in the Aonla iahsllcil Bareilly Dis- 
trict, United Provinces, situated in 28° 22' N. and 79® 8' K., 8 miles north 
of Aonla. The place is celebrated for the ruins in its neighbourhood. 
‘A vast mound rises on the north of the village, with a circumference 
of about 3^ miles, which still bears the name of Ahichhattra and is 
identified with the capital of the ancient kingdom of PanchSla and the 
place visited by Hiuen Tsiang in the seventh centur)'. In one portion 
bf the mound a conical heap of brick towers 68 feet above the plain, 
crowned by the ruins of a Hindu temple. I.argc quantities of stone 
carvings, Buddhist railings, and ornamental bricks have been found 
in various parts of these mounds, and a series of coins bearing inscrip- 
tions which may be dated approximately in the first or second centur)' 
n.c. The kings who struck them have been conjecturally identified 
with the Sunga dynasty mentioned in the PurSnas. 

[Cunningham, Archaeological Survey Reports^ vol. i, p. 255 ; Coins of 
Ancieni India^ p. 79 ; V. A. Smith, Journal^ Asiatic Society of Bengal, 
1897, p. 303; Progress ‘Report, Epigraphical Branch, North-Western 
Provinces and Oudh, r89i-2.] 

Rampa.— -A hilly tract in the Agency of Godavari District, Madras, 
lying between 17® 19' and 17® 49^ N. and 8r® 32' and 81® 58' E., with 
an area of about 800 square miles. Commencing about 20 miles from 
Rajahmundr}’, the country presents a succession of hills from 2,000 
to 4,000 feet high, extending back from the northern bank of the 
Godavari almost to the Silcru river. It takes its name from the little 
village of Rampa, and was originally held as a jdg/r by the mansabddrs 
of that place. In 1858, owing to the unpopularity of the niamabddr, 
disturbances broke out which lasted till 1862. A police force w'as then 
recruited among the hilinten. In 1879 the Scheduled Districts Act 
was extended to this tract ; and in the same year there took place 
a second rising called the Rampa rebellion, which involved the 
employment of troops. It was not finally quelled till i88i> when 
the leader Chendrayya tvas killed. The mansabdar had been deported 
early in 1S80, and a settlement made with most of the muttahdars in 
1879. These latter still hold the greater part of the country, paying 
a light tribute (faitubadi). The most important of them arc the 
?nuttalidars Y d\Sim^m and Musariinilli ; the former in particular 
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is irrnch looked up to by the hillmcn of the surrounding tracts'. The 
Rampa hill countrj’ is now almost entirely included in the minor tahth 
of Chodavaram. It contains extensive forests ; but the shifting culti- 
vation {pStf) practised throughout this region, to which the Forest Act 
is not applied, is very destructive. This practice involves burning 
down the forests, the crop being raised among the ashes. There are 
only two roads, one 14 and the other 19 miles long. A strong police 
force is maintained at Choclawrara, and a smaller body at Kota. Both 
stations are stockaded. The inhabitants are principally hill Reddis. 
The chief products are b.amboos and tamarinds. 

Rampal. — Village in the Munshigatij subdivision of Dacca District, 
Eastern Bengal and Assam, situated in 23“ 33' N. and 90® 30' E. 
Population (1901), 519. The site of the old capital of Bikrampur is 
pointed out near the large tank called Ramprd-dighi, which is three- 
quarters of a mile long by a quarter of a mile broad ; to the north of 
tills tank is the Ballal-bari, or palace of Balliil Seri, the remains of 
which consist of a quadrangular mound of earth 3,000 square feet in 
area surrounded by a moat 200 feet wide. Foundations and remains 
of other buildings arc found for miles .around, and early in the 
nineteenth centurj- a cultirator ploughed up in the neighbourhootl 
a diamond worth Rs. 70,000. Inside the Ball.il-h.iri is a deep excava- 
tion called Agnikunda, where tradition says the lust prince of Bikram- 
pur and his family burned themselves at the appro.ach of the MikiI- 
miins. Close to the Ball 5 l-hSri stands a much venerated tomb of one 
Baba Adam or Ad.am ShahTd, 

[Cunningh.'im, Anlmolog^ca! Hun'ty oj India Rrparts^ vol. xv, 
PP- *32-50 

Rampardar.— Petty State in Kathiawar, Bombay. 

Rampur State. — Native State in Rohilkhand, under the political 
superintendence of the Government of the United Provinces, lying 
between 28® 25' and 29® 10' N. nnd 78® 52' and 79® 26' E., with an 
area of 893 square miles. It resembles a wedge in shape, with the 
apex pointing south. On the north it is bounded by NainI Tal District; 
on the e.ast by B.areilly ; on the south by Biidaun ; and on the west by 
MoradSbad. Rampur Stote is a level, fertile tract of countiy, the 


Physical 

aspects. 


northern portion of which resembles the damp Tarai 
tract lying farther north. It is crossed by many small 
streams, the chief of which are the Kosi and Niihal. 


The Ramganga, which flow.s from north-west to south-east across the 


southern part of the State, ultimately receives all the drainage. 

The whole State lies in the area occupied by alluvium, and no rocky 
or stony formation occurs in any part. 

The flora is that of the damp submontane tract. There is not much 
jungle, except in the north. Bamboos flourish everywhere, and the 
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country is dulled with groves of mango-trees. There are many groves 
of ber {Zizyphiis Jujtiba). 

Leopards arc not uncommon, and tigers have frequently been killed 
along the northern frontier. Game is fairly abundant. Hog, antelope, 
Mt/Sai, hares, partridges, quail, wild duck, florican, and small sand- 
grouse are found more or less throughout the territory ; but snipe arc 
scarce. Ranipur is cclcbralccl for its breed of hounds, originally 
introduced from Southern India. They are generally of a grey colour, 
with a smooth coal, and larger than English greyhounds. An improved 
variety is now obtained by crossing with English greyhounds, and the 
animals so bred arc easier to train than the pure breed. 

Regular meteorological records have been kept for only a few years. 
The climate resembles that of the neighbouring Districts of Bakkilly, 
Morauabad, and the submontane portion of Naini Tai.. The north 
is very malarious. 

The early history of the State is that of Rohilkhand. Two Rohiilu 
brothers, Shah Alam and Husain Klun, catne in the latter p.irt of the 
seventeenth century to seek service under the Mughal 
emperor. The son of the first of these, Daud Khan, 
distinguished himself in the Maratlul wars and received a grant of land 
near Budaun. His adopted .son, Alt Muhammad, obtained the title 
of NjiwAb and a grant of the greater part of Rohilkhand in 1719. 
Having oflended the Subahdar of Oudh, Safdar Jang, who was jealous 
of his rapid rise to power, All Muhaniinad was compelled to surrender all 
his possessions in 1745 and was kept a close prisoner at Delhi for six 
months, after which he was relcitscd and appointed governor of the 
Mughal province of Sirhind, where he remained for a year, llui taking 
advantage of the confusion consequent on the invasion of Ahmad Shah 
I.)urr.ani, he regained supremacy over Rohilkhand in 1 748, and eventually 
obtained a confirmation of this territory from the emperor, Ahmad Shah 
Bahadur. After the dcatli of All Muhammad his estates were divided 
among his sons, and the ja^r of Rampur Kotcra fell to Faiz-ullah Khan, 
the younger son. On the incursion of the Mariilhas, the Rohilla chiefs 
applied for aid to the Nawab Waztr of Oudh. This was granted on 
[iromise of a payment of 40 lakhs, 'fhe R.ohillns, however, failed to 
fulfil their pecuniary obligations j and the Nawab Wazir obtained from 
>Varren Ha.stings the u.sc of a British army, which defeated the Rohillas 
and brought Rohilkhand under the direct rule of Oudh. An exception, 
however, was made in the case of Fuiz-ullah Klifin, who tvas permitted 
to retain the estate or jS^r of Rampur on condition of military service. 
This obligation was afterwards commuted for a cash payment of 15 lakhs. 
On the death of Faiz-ullah Khan in 1793 dissensions broke out in the 
family, the eldest son was murdered, and the estate usurped by a younger 
son. As it was held under British guarantee, the aid of British troops 
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was given to the Nawab of Oudh in ejecting the usurper and installing 
Ahraad All Khan, son of the murdered chieftain. 

On the cession of Rohilkhaiid to the British Government in 1801, 
the family were confirmed in their possesssions. For his unswerving 
loyalty during the Mutiny of 1857, Muhammad Yusuf All Khan, Nawab 
of Rampur, received a grant of land, then assessed at 1-3 lakhs, in 
addition to other honours and an increase of guns in his salute. He 
was succeeded in 1864 by his son, Nawab Muhammad Kalb All Khan, 
G.C.S.I., C.I.E., who, at the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi, received 
a standard and an addition for life of two guns to his salute, the 
ordinary salute of the chiefship being 13 guns. Sir Kalb All Khan died 
in 1887 and was succeeded by Mushtak All, who only survived for hvo 
years. The present Nawab, Hamid Ali Khan Bahadur, was a minor 
at his accession ; and the affairs of the State were administered by a 
Council of Regency till 1896, when the Nawab was invested with full 
powers. He holds the honorary rank of Major in His Majesty’s army, 
and was created G.C.LE. in 1908. 

Rampur contains 6 towns and 1,120 villages. Population increased 
from 1872 to 1891, but fell in the ne.\t decade owing to unfavourable 
seasons. The numbers at the four enumerations were 
op ation. follows: (1872) 507,004, (1881) 541,914, (1891) 
551,249, and (1901) 533,212. There are five iahslk — the Huzur 
or head-quarters, Shahabad, Milak, BIlaspur, and Suar. The head- 
quarters of the first are at Rampur city, the capital of the State, and 
of the others at places which give their names to the taluHls. The 
following table gives the chief statistics of population in 1901 
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Hindus form 55 per cent, of the total and Musalmans 45 per cent.-- 
a much higher proportion than in any District of the United Provinces. 
The density of population is high in the centre of the State, but 
decreases in the north and south. The Hindustani dialect of Western 
Hindi is the language in ordinary use. 

Among Hindus the most numerous castes are; Charaars (tanners 
and cultivators), 40,000 ; Lodhas (cultivators), 34,000 ; Kurmis (culti- 
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valors), 25,000 j Malls (market-gardeners), 20,000 ; Brahmans, 16,000 ; 
and AhTrs (graziers and cultivators), 14,000. Muhammadans include 
Palhans or Rohillas, 49,000 ; Turks (cultivators), 33,000 ; Julahas 
(weavers), 25,000 j and Shaikhs, 24,000. As is usual in the sub- 
montane tract, Banjaras (8,000) are Hurly numerous. Agriculture 
supports 61 per cent, of the population, and cotton-weaving 3*5 per cent. 

Out of 440 native Christians enumerated in 1901, 386 were Metho- 
dists. There are no missions in the State. 


The north of the State is composed of heavy clay and chiefly 
produces rice. Towards the centre and south a rich loam is found, 


in whicli a great variety of crops can be grown. 
The main agricultural statistics for 1903-4 arc given 


Agriculture. 


below, in square miles : — 



Maize is the crop most largely grown, covering 125 square miles. 
M^heat (103 square miles) and rice (98) are also imporUinl staples, and 
sugar-cane was grown on 28 square miles. Cultivation is spreading, 
but reliable statistics are not available to indicate the variations in the 
area under diflerent crops. 

The cattle and ponies bred locally arc very inferior. Ponies are, 
however, largely imported by the Banjaras, wlio use them as pack- 
animals. Mule-breeding has recently been introduced. 

A system of damming small streams to provide w'ater for irrigation 
liad long been in force in the State. It was wasteful and unscientific, 
and has now been replaced by a regular system of small canals, the 
chief of which are taken from the Bahalla and Kosi rivers. Masonry 
dams have been thrown across these two rivers, and others are con- 
templated. Almost the whole area north of the Ramgang.a is protected 
by canals. The area irrigated varies according to the season from about 
50 to 150 square miles. 

The most important industry is the weaving of cotton cloth, which is 
carried on in many places. A very fine cotton damask, called khes, 
which is produced at Rampur city, is not surpassed 
in any part of India. Ornamental pottery is also commwdcadons. 
made, consisting of a red earthen body overlaid with 
opaque enamel, which i.s coloured dark blue or turquoise. Excellent 










i86 


rAmpur state 


sword-blades and other articles of steel are made, and matchlocks and 
guns were formerly turned out Minor industries include sugar-refining 
and the manufacture of papier-mache and lacquer goods. 

The State exports sugar, rice, and hides, and imports piece-goods, 
metals, and salt. Goats are also imported in large numbers for food. 
Rampur was once noted for its trade in horses and elephants, but this 
has declined. 

The main line of the Oudh and Rohilkliand Railway crosses the 
State from south-east to north-west. No kankar is found, and com- 
munications by road were defective, but have Been much improved. 
Kankar is now imported and mixed with stone brought from the 
Bhabar. About 33 miles of metalled roads are maintained in and near 
Rampur city by the State, and the British Government repairs two 
metalled roads, one passing from Moradabad to Bareilly and the other 
towards NainI Tal. There are also 223 miles of unmetalled roads. 
Avenues of trees are kept up on 196 miles. 

Generally speaking the State has suffered little from famine. A 
severe visitation is recorded in 1813, w:hen corpses were daily seen 
Famine streets. In 1877 famine would have been 

severely felt, but relief works were opened and alms 
were freely given to the aged and infirm. In 1896 extensive public 
works were started, and a lai^c quantity of grain was purchased and 
sold by the State below market rates. 

The Commissioner of the Bareilly Division is Political Agent to 
the Lieutenant-Governor of the United Provinces for Rampur. Since 

Administration present Nawab was invested with full powers, the 
services of a native official of the United Provinces 
have been lent to the State. This officer is called the Minister, or 
Madar-ul-nia/iani, and various departments are controlled by him sub- 
ject to the direction of the Nawab. The principal executive officials 
are the chief secretary, the home secretary, the legal remembrancer, 
and the Dlwan-i-sadr. 

In 1902 a legislative committee was formed, consisting of members 
of the ruling family, officials, and leading residents in Rampur cityj 
The Minister presides over the committee, and the regulations framed 
are published for criticism. Codes dealing with rent and revenue law 
had been issued previously, and the chief measures so far dealt with 
by the committee have been concerned with the municipality of 
Rampur and registration. 

Each tahsil is in charge of a tahsUldar, who has jurisdiction in rent, 
revenue, and civil cases, and is also a magistrate with powers corre- 
sponding to those of a magistrate of the second class in British territory. 
Appeals in rent and revenue cases lie to the Nazim. Jurisdiction in 
civil cases is limited to suits relating to movable property not exceed* 
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ing Rs. 1,000. Suits up to Rs. 10,000 are heard by the Mvfti Di^oafii 
or civil court at Rampur. More important cases and appeals in civil 
suits from the orders of talislldars and the Mufti Dmaui are de- 
cided by the District Judge. There is also a Court of Small Causes at 
‘Rampur. Magisterial powers are vested in a bench and in several 
special magistrates. The Chief Magistrate has powers of imprison- 
ment up to three years, the Sessions Judge up to five years, the 
Minister up to ten years, while sentences of life imprisonment or death 
require the sanction of the Nawab. Appeals from the orders of subor- 
dinate magistrates lie to the court of the Chief Magistrate and then to 
the Sessions Judge. All cases, whether civil, criminal, or revenue, are 
further appealable to the Minister, and finally to the Nawab. 

The land revenue and total revenue of the State for a series of 
years is shown beloAv, in thousands of rupees : — 



1880-1. 

1890-1. 

1900-t. 

1903-4. 

Land revenue 
Totalievenue . 

*5.87 

I 9 »f »8 

30 »o 7 

18,36 

34>33 

19,19 

35>38 


Apart from land revenue, the chief items in 1903-4 were: interest 
on Government promissory notes (6*2 lakhs), cesses (2*4 lakhs), mis- 
cellaneous (2-5 lakhs), and irrigation (Rs. 49,000). The expenditure 
included: privy purse (4 lakhs), public works (5 lakhs), army (4*6 
lakhs), pensions (3*4 lakhs), land administration (r*6 lakhs), and police 
(i'6 lakhs). 

Property in land is not recognized in the greater part of the State. 
The rights of landholders in the area ceded by the British after the 
Mutiny were maintained ; but in the case of 28 villages out of 146* th® 
proprietary right has since been purchased by the State. There is thus 
no distinction between rent and land revenue, except in the remaining 
ceded villages. Collections are made through lessees or farmers, who 
receive leases for ten years or even longer. Leases are sold by auction ; 
but the improvement of records and the establishment of a settlement 
department have materially facilitated the fixing of suitable amounts. 
Lessees are liable to a penalty in case of a decrease in cultivation. 
The cultivators acquire occupancy rights as in the Province of Agra 
{see United Provinces), but after a period of sixteen years instead of 
hvelve. The minimum term for new tenants has been fixed at five 
years. A complete survey of the State was made in 1 890. 

Liquor is made within the State by licensed contractors, to whom 
the right of manufacture and vend is sold by public auction, the 
receipts in 1903-4 being Rs. 41,000. Opium is sold to the State by 
the British Government at cost price up to i4'| cwt. annually, and at 
the rate fixed for sale to licensed vendors in Moradabad District for 
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any amount in excess of i4-|- cwt. It is retailed at the rates prevalent 
in adjacent British Districts. The right to sell hemp drugs is farmed 
by auction. Charas is imported direct from the Punjab and bhang 
from the United Provinces. The profit on opium and drugs in 1903-4 
amounted to Rs. 18,000. Other items of miscellaneous revenue in- 
cluded chaukidari cess (Rs. 65,000), stamps (Rs. 41,000), salt and 
saltpetre (Rs. 15,000), tax on sugar-mills (Rs. 8,000), and registration 
(Rs. 9,000). 

The only town under municipal administration is Rampur City. 
The municipal commissioners are elected. 

Public works are in charge of a European Chief Engineer, formerly 
in British service. The chief public buildings are at Rampur city. 
Substantial offices have been constructed at the tahsll head-quarters, 
and the roads, bridges, and canals are well maintained. 

The State maintains three squadroas of cavalry, of which two 
squadrons (317 strong) are Imperial Service I^anccrs. The local 
forces include 1,900 infantry', and 206 artillery with 23 guns. 

The police force is organized on the system in the United Provinces. 
The Superintendent has an Assistant, and a force of 2 inspectors, 
10 r subordinate officers, and 409 constables, distributed in 12 police 
stations and 7 outposts. There are also 149 municipal and road 
police, and 1,281 village police. In 1904 the jail contained a daily 
average of 494 prisoners. 

The State is backward as regards literacy, and in igor only 1-4 per 
cent, of the population (2-5 males and O'l females) could read and 
write. During the last few years, however, considerable attention has 
been devoted to education. The number of schools increased from 
ro with 316 pupils in :88o-i to 104 with 3,741 pupils in 1900-1. By 
1903-4 the number of schools had further risen to 128, with 4,424 
pupils, of whom 150 were girls, in addition to 20 private schools 
attended by 850 pupils. A celebrated Arabic college, with 400 
.students, which is maintained by the State, attracts students from all 
parts of India and even from Central Asia. The principal school for 
English education at Rampur city has 332 pupils. There is also an 
industrial school at Rampur. Of the total number of pupils, only 
777 are in secondary classes. The expenditure on education in 
1903-4 was Rs. 53,000, of which Rs. 18,000 was derived from a 
special cess. 

There are 15 hospitals and dispensaries, with accommodation for 
200 in-patients. In 1903-4 the number of cases treated was 186,000, 
including 951 in-patients, and 3,616 operations were performed. The 
expenditure, including the cost of sanitation, amounted to Rs. 47 iO°°- 
Hospitals exist for treatment by both European and indigenous 
methods. 
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About 11,000 persons were vaccinated in 1903-4, showing a pro- 
portion of 21 per r,ooo of population. Vaccination is compulsory in 
RSmpur city. 

[Sfate Gazetteer^ 1883 (under revision); Annual Admimsiration 
Reporisi\ 

Rampur City. — Capital of the State of Rampur, United Provinces, 
situated in 28® 49' N, and 79° z* E., on the left bank of the Kosi or 
Kosilla, on a road from Moradabad to Bareilly and on the Oudh and 
Rohilkhand Railway, 851 miles by rail from Calcutta and 1,070 from 
Bombay. Population is increasing slowly but steadily. The numbers at 
the three enumerations were as follow.? ; (i88r) 74,250, (1891) 76,733, 
and (1901) 78,758. In 1901 the population included 58,870 Musalmans 
and 17,371 Hindus. Rampur first became of notice as the residence 
of Faiz-ullah Khan, younger son of Ali Muhammad. For a time it 
bore the name Mustafabad. It is enclosed by a broad, dense, bamboo 
hedge, about six miles in circumference, which was formerly pierced 
by only eight openings and formed a strong defence. Within recent 
years clearings have been made in two places. In the centre of the 
city stands the new fort, surrounded by a wall 5,000 feet in circuit. 
It is built entirely of brick and is entered by two lofty gateways. The 
interior of the fort is a large open space, containing palaces and other 
buildings. A fine library contains an exceptionally valuable collection 
of manuscripts. West of the fort are the public offices, in an impos- 
ing range of buildings completed in 1892. The large Jama Masjid was 
built by Nawab Kalb All Khan at a cost of 3 lakhs. Other buildings 
for the use of the Nawab and his family include the Khas Bagh palace, 
the Khusru Bagh palace, and commodious stables for horses, camels, 
and elephants. The chief public buildings are the jail, police station, 
high school, tahlli, and male and female dispensaries. Houses are 
maintained for the Europe.in officials out.side the city, and the canton- 
ments lie beyond these. 

Municipal administration was introduced in 1890. Up to 1903 the 
only income raised by specific taxation consisted of a tax for watch and 
ward, which brought in about Rs. 4,000 or Rs. 5,000. Octroi has now 
been introduced. In 1903-4 the expenditure was Rs. 6r,ooo, including 
public works (Rs. 20,000), conservancy (Rs. 1 8,000), and lighting 
(Rs. 13,000). The city produces pottery, damask, sword-blades, and 
cutlery, and is the chief trading centre in the Slate. It is also the chief 
educational centre, and contains 43 schools with 2,254 pupils. The 
principal institutions are the high school, where English education is 
provided, a technical school with 100 pupils, and an Arabic college. 
There arc five girls' schools with 130 pupils. 

Rampur Town (i). — Capital of the Bashahr State, Punjab, situated 
in 31® 27' N. and 77® 40' E. Population (1901), i*,i 57 * stands at 
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the base of a lofty mountain, overhanging the left bank of the Sutlej, 
138 feet above the stream, and 3,300 feet above sea-level. Cliffs 
surround the town and confine the air, so that during summer the 
radiation from the rocks renders the heal intolerable. The houses rise 
in tiers, and many of them being built of stone suffered seriously from 
the earthquake in -1905. The town is famous for its fine shawls, the 
well-known Rampur chadars. The Raja’s palace, at the nonh-east 
comer of the town, consists of several buildings rvith carved wooden 
balconies exhibiting traces of Chinese style. The Gurkhas did mucli 
damage to the tow’n and its trade during the period of their supremacy, 
but it has recovered under British protection. The Raja resides at 
Rampur during the winter, and retires to the cooler station of Sarahan 
for the hottest months. 

Rampur Town (2). — Town in the Deoband tahsil of Saharanpur 
District, United Provinces, situated in 29® 48' N. and 77° 28' E., on 
the old road from Saharanpur to Delhi. Population (1901), 7i94S> Ike 
number of Hindus and Musalmans being about equal. The town is 
said to have been founded by one Raja Ram, and according to 
tradition it was captured by Salar Masud. There is a fine modem 
Jain temple, and also a tomb of a Muhammadan saint, Shaikh Ibrahim, 
near which a religious fair is held in June. The town is administered 
under Act XX of 1856, with an income of about Rs. 2,000. There is 
some trade in grain, and the town is noted for the manufacture of 
glass bangles. 

R3.mpura State (i). — Petty State in Mahi Kantha, Bombay. 

Rampura State (2), — Petty State in Rewa KantHA, Bombay. 

Rampura. — Old name of a district and town of the Tonk State, 
Rajputana. See Aligarh. 

Rampura. — Site of a celebrated Jain temple in Jodhpur State, 
Rajputana. See Ranapur. 

Rampura-Bhanpura.— District of the Indore State, Central India, 
made by combining the old zilas of Rampura and Bhanpura. Though 
consisting of several detached blocks of territory, the district lies 
generally between 23° 54' and 25® 7' N. and 74® 57' and 76® 36' E., 
with an area of 2,123 square miles. The southern sections He in the 
undulating Malwa plateau region ; but north of Rampura the district 
enters the hilly tract formed by the arm of the Vindhyas which strikes 
across east and west from Chitor tovrards Chanderi and forms the 
border of the table-land known as the Pathar. 

The numerous remains scattered through this district point to its 
having been of much importance in former times. From the seventh 
to the ninth century it offered an asylum to the Buddhists, then fallen 
on evil days. At Dhamnar and Poladongar, and at Kholvi and other 
places close by, are the remains of their caves, both chaitya halls and 



RAMPURA TOWN 


i9t 

viharas, all of late date, excavated in the laterite hills which rise 
abruptly from the plateau in this region. From the ninth to the four- 
teenth century it was part of the dominions of the Paramara Rajputs, 
to whose rule the remains of numerous Jain temples testify. An 
inscription belonging to this dynasty was lately discovered at Mon 
village. In the fifteenth century it fell to the Muhammadan dynasty 
of Malwa, passing in the last years of their rule to the chiefs of 
Udaipur. Under Akbar the ‘district lay partly in the Subah of Malwa 
and partly in that of Ajmer. The Chandrawat Thakurs, who claim 
descent from Chandra, second son of Rahup, Rana of Udaipur, settled 
at Antrl, which was granted to Sheo Singh Chandrawat by Dilawar 
Khan of Mfilwa in the fifteenth century. They gradually acquired the 
surrounding country from the Bhils. To this day the head of the 
family, on his succession, receives the ilka from the hand of a Bhil 
descendant of the founder of Rampura. These Thakurs, though 
virtually independent, appear to have recognized to some extent the 
suzerainty of Udaipur, to which State the District certainly belonged 
in the seventeenth century. In 1729 it was given to Madho Singh, 
second son of Sawai Jai Singh of Jaipur, from whom it passed to 
Holkar about 1752. The district was intimately associated with the 
fortunes of Jaswant Rao Holkar, who practically made RSmpura his 
capital instead of Maheshwar. 

The population decreased from 285,825 in 1891 to 156,021 in 1901, 
the density in the latter year being 73 persons per square mile. The 
district contains four towns, Rampura (population, 8,273), Bhanpura 
(4i<539)» Manasa (4,589)1 SuNEL (3,655), with Garot (3,456), the 
head-quarters ; and 868 other villages. For administrative purposes it 
is divided into ten parganas^ with head-quarters at Garot, Bhanpura, 
Chandwasa, Zirilpur, Manasa, Nandwai, Narfiyangarh, Rampura, Sunel, 
and lalen-lataheri. The district is in charge of a Subak, subordinate 
to whom are uaib-subahs at Rampuni and Bhanpura, and amtns in the 
remaining parganas. 'I'lic total revenue is 6-9 lakhs. 

The district is traversed by the metalled road from Nimach to 
Manasa, where it meets a branch road from Piplia to Manasa and con- 
tinues to Rampura and Jhalrapatan in Rajputana. Other roads are 
in course of construction ; and the new Nagda-Muttra branch of 
the Bombay, Baroda, and Central Indian Railway will pass through 
Shamgarh, 6 miles from Garot. 

Rampura Town, — Town in the Rampura-Bhanpura district of 
Indore State, Central India, situated in 24° 28' N. and 75° 27' E., 
1,300 feet above sea-level, at the foot of the branch of the Vindhyan 
range which strikes across from west to east, north of Nimach. Popu- 
lation (rpoi), 8,273. Rampura derives its name from a BhIl chief, 
Rama, who was killed by Thfikur. Sheo Singh, Chandrawat of Anti i. 
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in tlie fifteenth century. As a sign of their former sovereignty, the 
descendants of Rama still affix the tlka to the forehead of the chief of 
the Chandrawat family. As the town stands at present, it is entirely 
Muhammadan, the wall and principal buildings being constructed 
in the Muhammadan style. The town long belonged to the chiefs 
of Udaipur, but was seized in 1567 by Akbar’s general, Asaf Khan, 
and was made the chief town of the sarkar of Chitor in the Subah of 
Ajmer. During the Mariitha period it fell to Jaswant Rao Holkar, 
who made it one of his chief places of residence. The Chandrawat 
Thakurs, who were the original holders, gave much trouble, until they 
were subdued by force and later on received a ja^r in the neighbour- 
hood, where they still reside. The town was formerly famous for its 
silver-work and manufacture of SM’ords. Besides llie district offices, 
it contains a State post office, a jail, a police station, a school, and 
a dispensary, 

Rampur Boalia Subdivision. — Head-quarters subdivision of 
Rajshahi District, Eastern Bengal and Assam, lying between 24" i 
and 24“ 43' N. and 88“ 18' and 88“ $8' E., with an area of pro square 
miles. The subdivision consists of three portions. To the north-west 
is the Barind, an elevated and undulating country ; along the Padma, 
which bounds it on the south, is a comparatively high and w’ell-draincd 
tract of sandy soil ; and to the east the land is swampy and water- 
logged. The population was 563,936 in 1901, compared with 571,578 
in 1891, the density being 620 persons per square mile. It contains 
one town, Rampur Boalia (population, 21,589), the head-quarters; 
and 2,271 villages. The chief centres of commerce are Godacari, 
Rampur Boalia, and Charghat on the Padma, which conduct a thriving 
river trade. A large annual fair is held at Khetur. 

RSmpur Boalia Town. — Head-quarters of RSjshahi District, 
Eastern Bengal and Assam, situated in 24“ 22' N. and 88“ 36' E., on 
the north bank of the Padma. Population (1901), 21,589, of whom 
51 per cent, are Hindus, 48 per cent. Musalmans, and i per cent. 
Christians. Rampur Bollia has long been an important centre of the 
silk industry. It was first selected by the Dutch in the early part 
of the eighteenth centurj' for the establishment of a factory,' and was 
subsequently for many years the head-quarters of an English Com- 
mercial Residency, The seat of administration was transferred here 
from Nator in 1825. The town is of modern growth, and is built 
for the most part on river alluvium. It w'as formerly liable to en- 
croachment by the Padma and suffered severely from inundations, 
from which it is now protected by an embankment running along 
the river bank for 6 miles. In recent years the river has receded 
from the town, and the considerable trade ‘which it formerly enjoyed 
has declined; it has also suffered from the decay of the Bengal 
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indigo industry. Rampur Boalia was constituted a municipality in 
1876. The municipal income during the decade ending igoi-2 
averaged Rs. 37,000, and the expenditure Rs. 31,000. In 1903-4 the 
income was Rs. 53,000, of which Rs. 12,000 ivas derived from a 
tax on persons (or property tax), Rs. 6,000 from a conservancy rate, 
and Rs. 7,000 from a tax on vehicles, while Rs. 13,000 represented 
a grant received for medical purposes. The expenditure in the same 
5'ear was Rs. 50,000. There is a Central jail, with accommodation 
for 872 prisoners; the chief jail industries are the manufacture of 
mustard- and castor-oils, twine, datis^ and utensils of wood and 
bamboo. The Rajshahi College is a hrst-class Government college 
teaching up to the M.A. standard, with a collegiate school, Oriental 
classes, and a law department. It possesses endowments to the ex- 
tent of Rs. 10,000, in addition to ivhich the Oriental classes arc 
maintained from the Mohsin fund. Boarding-houses attached to the 
college accommodate 150 students. A sericultural school was opened 
in 1897, where practical training is given to sericultural overseers 
and the sons of silkworm-rearers. 

Rampur Hat Subdivision.— Northern subdivision of Birbhum 
District, Bengal, lying between 23® 52' and 24® 35' N. and 87® 35' 
and 88° 2' E., with an area of 645 square miles. The subdivision 
is a long and somewhat narrow tract, running up between Llurshid- 
abad District and the Santal Farganas. It possesses a fertile soil, 
except to the west, where there is a rolling country with tracts unfit 
for cultivation, and in the Murarai thana to the north, where the 
land is comparatively infertile and there is a large proportion of 
uncultivable waste. The population in 1901 was 366,352, compared 
with 328,025 in 1891, the density being 568 persons per square 
mile. It contains 1,336 villages, of which Rampur Hat is the head- 
quarters; but no town. 

Rampur Hat Village. — Head-quarters of the subdivision of the 
same name in Birbhum District, Bengal, situated in 24° 10' N. and 
87° 47' E., on the East Indian Railway, 136 miles from Howrah. 
Population (rgoi), 3,908. A great part of the trade of the Santal 
Farganas passes through the village. It contains the usual public 
offices; the sub-jail has accommodation for 18 prisoners. 

Ramree Island {Yand/ye ). — Island off the coast of Arakan, in 
Kyaukpyu District, Lower Burma, lying between 18° 43' and 19° 38' 
N. and 93° 30' and 93° 56' E. It is about 50 miles in length, and 
at its broadest part about 20 in breadth. The town of Kyaukpyu, 
the head-quarters of the District, is built at the northern end. The 
island lies parallel with the general line of the coast, namely, north-west 
and south-east, and is traversed by a range of hills bearing generally in 
the same direction. The population is composed chiefly of Arakancse. 



194 


RAMREE TOWNSHIP 


Ramree Township (Burmese, Yanbye ). — ^Township of Kyauipyu 
District, Lower Burma, lying behveen i8“ 43' and 19° 22' N. and 
93° 40' and 94“ 2' E., with an area of 449 square miles. It comprises 
the south-eastern half of the island of Ramree. The head-quarters 
are at Ramree (population, 2,540), near the eastern coast of the island. 
In 1901 it contained 247 villages and 46,058 inhabitants, or about 

I, 600 less than in 1891. A good deal of it is covered with low hills. 
The majority of the inhabitants are Buddhists. -In 1903-4 the area 
cultivated was 55 square miles, paying Rs. 52,000 land revenue. 

Ramsanehighat. — South-eastern tahsll of Bara BankI District, 
United Provinces, comprising the parganas of Daryabad, Surajpur, 
Rudaull, Basorhl, and Maw-ai Maholara, and lying between 26° 35' 
and 27° 2' N. and 81® 21' and 81“ 52' E., with an area of 585 square 
miles. Population increased from 377,527 in 1891 to 387,670 in 
1901. There are 616 villages and three towns, Rudauli (population, 

II, 708) and Daryabad {5,928) being the largest. The demand for 
land revenue in 1903-4 was Rs. 6,35,000, and for cesses Rs. 99,000. 
The density of population, 662 persons per square mile, is about the 
District average. The tah^Hl stretches from the Gogra on the north- 
east to the Gumti on the south, the central portion being drained by 
the KalySni, a tributary of the Gumti. It contains a number of jJdls 
or swamps, and drains have recently been made to improve water- 
logged areas. In 1903-4 the area under cultivation was 400 square 
miles, of which 144 were irri^ted. Tanks or swamps supply about 
twice as large an area as wells. 

Ram Talao (or Sunabdev). — Hot springs in the Shahada tSluka 
of West Khandesh District, Bombay, 4 miles west of Unabdev, 
in a narrow gorge formed by two low projecting spurs of the Satpura 
Hills, and evidently supplied from the same source as Unabdev. In 
the woodland, 2 miles from the village of Wardi, close to Sunabdev, 
are traces of a large weir of great thickness and strength, which used 
to dam the hot water and form the Ram Talao. The water wells from 
the ground in one or two places at a temperature of about 90®, and 
seems to have no healing power. The bricks of the embankment are 
very large and strong, about a foot and a half long and from 2 to 
4 inches thick. It is said that a Musalman, in the pay of the owner 
of the village, who was in charge of Wardi, used the bricks in building 
a step-W'ell. But from the day the well was opened a. curse from the 
offended deity of the spring fell on the villagers. They were stricken 
with guinea-worm and fled from the village. After a time the village was 
again peopled, and the bricks were used in building a village office or 
chdvdi. No sooner was the office finished than the curse returned. 
Fever and dysentery broke out, and in two years the village was once 
more empty and has never since been inhabited. The new village 
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of \Vardi lies outside the walls of the old village, where it is believed 
the offended deity of the pond kill angrily guards what is left of his 
ancient bricks. 

Ramtek Tahsll. — Northern talisil of Nagpur District, Central 
Provinces, lying between 21° 5' and 21° 44' N. and 78“ 55' and 
79 ° 35 ^ E., with an area of 1,129 square miles. The pO[)ulalion in 
1901 was 156,663, compared with 157,150 in 1891. The density is 
139 persons jier square mile. The /trAr?/ contains two towns, Ramtek 
(population, 8,732), the head-quarters, and Khapa (7,615); and 451 
inhabited villages. Excluding 343 square miles of Government forest, 
77 per cent, of the available area is occupied for cultivation. The 
cultivated area in 1903-4 was 544 square miles. 'Phe demand for 
land revenue in the same year was Rs. 2,27,000, and for cesses 
Rs. 23,000, 'J’he tahsll contains a bell of hill and jungle at the foot 
of the Satpura range to the north, and in the south lie two fertile plains 
producing wheat and cotton respectively, which arc divided by the 
Pencil river. 

Ramtek Town. — Head-quarters of the tahsil of the same name, 
Nagpur District, Central Provinces, situated in 21° 24' N. and 
79° 20' E., 24 miles north-east of Nagpur city by road and 13 miles 
from Salwa railway station. Population (1901), 8,732. 'Phe town lies 
round the foot of a detached hill forming the western extremity of the 
small Ambagarh range. As is shown by its name (‘ the hill of Rfiina ’ 
or Vishnu), it is a sacred place of the Hindus. On the hill, standing 
about 500 feet above the town, arc a number of temples, which, owing 
to their many coals of whitewash, can be seen gleaming in the sun from 
a long distance. 'Phe principal temple is that of Ram Chandra, 
standing above the others in tlie inner citadel, which is protected by 
two lines of walls, both of recent origin, while a third line runs round 
the Ambala lank at the foot of the hill. The lank is lined throughout 
with stone revetments and steps ; it is said to be very deep, and fish 
abound in it. From the west end of the tank a long flight of steps 
leads up the hill, at the opposite end of which another flight descends 
to the town of Ramtek. About 27 tanks in all have been constructed 
round the town. Ramtek was constituted a municipality in 1867. 
The municipal receipts during the decade ending 1901 aveiaged 
Rs. 8,400. In 1903-4 the receipts were Rs. 10,000, derived mainly 
from octroi. A large religious fair is held here in December and 
a smaller • one in March. The December fair lasts for a fortnight, 
and a considerable amount of traflic in cloth and utensils takes place, 
dealers coming from Jubbiilporc and MandlS. A large area in the 
vicinity of the town is covered with betel-vine gardens. The variety 
called kapTtri is chiefly grown, and is much esteemed locally. I'he 
importance of the town is now increasing, owing to the manganese 
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mines which are worked in the tract adjoining it. A weekly cattle market 
is held. The educational institutions comprise an English middle, 
girls’, and branch schools, and a dispensary has also been established. 

Ranaghat Subdivision. — Southern subdivision of Nadia Dis- 
trict, Bengal, lying between 22° 53' and 23° 20' N. and 88® 20' and 
88® 4s' E., with an area of 427 square miles. The subdivision is 
a deltaic tract, bounded on the south-west by the Bhagirathi ; it 
contains much jungle and numerous marshes and backwaters, and the 
whole tract is malarious and unhealthy. The population declined 
from 230,036 in 1891 to 217,077 in 1901, the density in the latter 
year being 508 persons per square mile; the decrease (5-63 per cent.) 
was due to the prevalence of malarial affections. 'The subdivision 
contains four towns, Ranaghat (population, 8,744), the head-quarters, 
Santipur- {26,898), Chakdaha (5,482), and Birnagar (3,124); and 
568 villages. 

Ranaghat Town. — Head-quarters of the subdivision of the same 
name in Nadia District, Bengal, situ.alcd in 23® 1 1' N. and 88® 34' E., on 
the Churn! river. Population {xfjoi), 8,744. Ranaghat is an important 
station on the Eastern Bengal State Railway, and a terminus of the 
light railway which runs to Krishnagar. Ranaghat was constituted 
a municipality in 1864. The income and expenditure during the 
decade ending 1901-2 averaged Rs. g,ooo. In 1903-4 the income 
was Rs. 13,000, including Rs. 6,000 derived from a tax on persons and 
lands, and Rs. 4,000 from a conservancy rale ; and the expenditure was 
Rs. 1 2,000. The town contains the usual public offices ; the sub-jail 
has accommodation for 12 prisoners. Ranaghat is an important trade 
centre, and the head-quarters of a Medical Mission started in 1893. 
Several dispensaries are maintained here and at out-stations, and are 
very' largely attended. 

Ranahu. — Town in the Khipro tahtka of Thar and P.irkar District, 
Sind, situated in 20® 55' N. and 69® 52' E. Population (1901), 5,187. 
It is a place of no importance, possesses no trade, and, in consequence 
of successive famines, a decreasing population. 

Ranapur (or Rampura). — Site of a celebrated Jain temple in the 
Desuri district of the State of Jodhpur, Rajputana, situated in 25° 7^ N. 
and 73® 28' E., about 88 miles south-east of Jodhpur city, and about 
14 miles east by south-east of Faina station on the Rajputana-Malwa 
Railway. The temple was built in the time of Rana Kumbha of 
Mewar (fifteenth century), in a lonely and deserted glen running into 
the western slopes of the Aravallis, and is still nearly perfect. It 
is most complicated and extensive in design, covering a platform 
measuring 200 by 225 feet, exclusive of the projections on each face. 
In the centre stands the great shrine, not, however, occupied as usual 
by one cell but by four, in each of which is placed a statue of Adinath, 



RANCHlt DISTRICT 


197 


the first of the Jain saints. On a second storey arc four similar niches 
opening on the terraced roofs of the building. Near the four angles 
of the court are four smaller shrines, and around them, or on each 
side of them, are 20 domes supported by about 420 columns. The 
central dome in each group is three storeys in height and towers over 
the others ; and that facing the principal entrance is supported by the 
very unusual number of 16 columns and is 36 feet in diameter, the 
others being only 24 feet. Light is admitted to the building by four 
uncovered courts, and the whole is surrounded by a range of cells, 
each of which has a pyramidal roof. Internally the forest of columns 
produces endless variety of perspective with play of light and shade. 
A wonderful effect also results from the number of cells which, besides 
being of varied form, are more or less adorned with carvings. 

‘The immense number of parts in the building and their general 
smallness prevent its laying claim to anything like architectural 
grandeur; but their variety, their beauty of detail— no t\yo pillars in 
the whole building being exactly alike — the grace with which they are 
arranged, the tasteful admixture of domes of different heights with flat 
ceilings, and the mode in which the light is introduced, combine to 
produce an excellent effect.’ 


Imbedded in a pillar at the entrance to the temi)le is a marble slab 
with an inscription recording the rulers of Mewar from Bapa Rawal 
to Kana Khmbha. 

[J. Fergusson, Hisiory of Indian and Easkrn Architecture^ pp. 240-2 
(1899).] 

Ranasaii. — Petty State in MaiiI Kantiia, Bombay. 

Ranchi District. — District in the Chota Nagpur Division of 
Bengal, lying between 22° 20' and 23® 43' N. and 84*0' and 85® 54' E. 
It is the largest District in Bengal, having an area of 7,128 square 
miles. It is bounded on the north by the Districts of Palamau and 
Hazaribagh; on the east by Manbhum; on the south by Singhbhum 
and the Tributary State of Gangpur; and on the west by the Jashpur 
and Surguja States and Pakamau District. 

The District consists broadly of two plateau.x, the higher of which, 
on its northern and western sides, has an elevation of about 2,000 feet 


and covers about two-thirds of its area, while the 
lower plateau lies on the extreme eastern and 
southern borders and has only half this elevation. 


Physical 

aspects. 


The ghats or passes which connect the two are for the most part steep 
and rugged, and arc covered with a fair growth of timber. In the 


north-western corner of the District are situated several lofty ranges 


of hills, some of them with level tops, locally called pats^ a few having 
an area of several square miles, but sparsely inhabited and with very 
little cultivation. The highest point in the District is the Saru hill. 
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about 20 miles west of the town of Lohardaga, wliich rises to 3,615 
feet above sea-level. With the c.\ception of the hills in the north-west 
and of a lofty range which divides the main portion of the lower 
plateau from the secluded valley of Sonapet in the south-ciistern corner 
of the District, the plateaux themselves arc flat and undulating, with 
numerous small hills. The District possesses varied beauties of 
scenery, especially in the west and south, where bare and rugged roclcs 
alternate with richly wooded hills enclosing secluded and peaceful 
valleys. Not least among the scenic features are the various waterfalls, 
any of wiiich would in a Western country be regarded as w'orthy of 
a visit even from a di.stance. The finest is the Mundrugh.1gh on the 
yubarnarekha river about 30 miles east of Ranchi town : but several 
others arc hardly inferior, e.g. the Dasainghagh near Bundu, two 
Peruaghaghs (one in Kochedega and one in the Basia thana\ so called 
because of the hundreds of wild pigeons which nest in the crevices of 
the rocks round about all these falls, and the beautiful though almost 
unknown fall of the Sankh river (known as the Sadnlghiigh from tlic 
adjacent village of Sadni Kona), where it drops from the lofty Rajdcra 
plateau on its way to the plains of Barwe below. 'I’hc river system 
is complex, and the various watersheds scatter their rivers in widely 
divergent directions. Near the village of Nagra, 12 miles west and 
south-west of Ranchi town, rise the SunAKNARKWiA (the ‘golden line 
or thread’) and the South Koel (a very common name for rivers in 
Chota Nagpur, but aitparenlly without any specific meaning) ; the 
former on the south side and the latter on the north. The Subar- 
narckha, of which the chief affluents in this District arc the Kokro, the 
K.anchl, and the Karkarl, flows at first in a north-easterly direction, 
passe.s the town of Ranchi at a distance of about 2 miles, and eventually 
running due east flows through a narrow and picturesque valley along 
the Hazaribagh border into the District of Miinbhum. 'I’he South 
Koel, on the other hand, starting in a nortli-wcsterly direction, runs 
near Lohardaga, and turning south again, flows across the District from 
north-west to south-east into Gangpur State and there joins the Sankh, 
which, rising in the extreme west of the District, also runs south-east, 
the united stream being known as the BkahmanI. Within almost 
a few yards of the Sankh rises another Koel, known as the North 
Koel ; but this stream flows to the nortli and eventually, after traversing 
Palamau District, joins the Son under the plateau of Rohlas. None 
of these rivers contains more than a few inches of water during the dry 
season ; but in the rains they come down in sudden and violent freshes, 
which for a few hours, or it may be even days, render them wellnigh 
impassable. Lakes are conspicuous by their absence, the explanation 
being that the granite which forms the chief geological feature of the 
District is soft and soon worn aw'ay. 
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The geological formations arc the Archaean and the Gondwiina. 
Of the latter, all that is included within the District is a small strip 
along the southern edge of the Karanpura coal-fields. The rock 
occupying by far the greatest area is gneiss of the kind known as 
Bengal gneiss, which is remarkable for the great variety of its com- 
ponent crystalline rocks. The south of the District includes a portion 
of the auriferous schists of Chota Nagpur. These form a highly 
altered sedimentary and volcanic series, consisting of quartzites, quartz- 
itic sandstones, .slates of various kinds, sometimes shaly, hornblendic, 
mica, talcose, and chloritic .schi.sts. Like the Dharwar schists of 
Southern India, which they resemble, they are traversed by auriferous 
quartz veins. A gigantic intrusion of igneous basic diorite runs through 
the schists from east to west, forming a lofty range of hills which 
culminate in the peak of l^alma in Manbhum, whence the name 
Dalma trap has been derived. In the neighbourhood of this intrusion 
the schists arc more metamorphosed and contain a larger infusion 
of gold\ 

The narrower valleys arc often terraced for rice cultivation, and the 
rice-fields and their margins abound in marsh and water plants. The 
surface of the plateau land bctw'een the valleys, where level, is often 
bare and rocky, but where undulating, is usually clothed with a dense 
scrub jungle, in which Dendrocalamtis sfriettrs is prominent. The steep 
slopes of the g/tais are covered with a dense forest mixed with climbers. 
Sa/ {Sftorea robiisfa) is gregarious ; among the other noteworthy tree.s 
are species of Buchamuia, Scmecarpiis, Tcnninalin, Cedrcla, Cassia, 
Bufea, Baithinia, Acacia, and Adina, which these forests share with the 
similar forests on the Lower Himalayan slopes. Mi.\ed with these, 
however, are a number of characteristically Central India trees and 
shrubs, such as Cochlospcrmum, Soymida, BossveUia, Havdwickia, and 
Bassia, which do not cross the Gangetic plain. One of the features 
of the upper edge of the ghats is a dwarf palm, Phoenix acaulis\ 
striking too is the wealth of .scarlet blossom in the hot season pro- 
duced by the abundance of Btitea frondosa and B, snperha, and the 
mass of white flowers along the ghdis in November displayed by the 
convolvulaceous climber Parana paniculata. The jungles also contain 
a large variety of tree and ground orchids. 

The Indian bison {gaur) is probably extinct as an inhabitant of the 
District, but a wanderer from Gangpur State or I’alamau may occa- 
sionally even now be encountered near the boundary. Tigers, leopards, 
hyenas, bears, and an occasional wolf are to be found in all jungly and 
mountainous parts, while samhar {Cetvus tniicolor), nilgai {Boselaphus 
tragocamelns), antelope, chltal or spotted deer, and the little kofra or 

• The gol(l-be.irinE rocks of Chota Nugpiir have been describecl by S. M. Mnclaren 
in Records, Geological Survey of India, vol. xxxi, pt. ii. 
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barking-deer {Ctrvuim mtinijat) arc common in all the larger 
jungles. 

The temperature is moderate, except during the hot months of April, 
May, and June, when the westerly winds from Central India cause high 
temperature with low humidity. The mean temperature increases from 
76° in March to 85® in April and 88® in May, the mean maximum 
from 88° in March to 100® in hlay, and the mean minimum from 63® 
to 76°. During these months humidity is lower in Chota Nagpur than 
in any other part of Bengal, falling in Ranch! to 43 per cent, in March. 
During the cold season the mean temperature is 63® and the mean 
minimum 51®. I'hc annual rainfall averages 52 inches, of which 
S-r inches fall in June, 13*6 in July, 13*7 in August, and 8*8 in 
September. 

The history of Chotii Nagpur divides itself into four well-marked 
periods. During the first the country was in the undisturbed possession 
of the Munda and Oraon races, who m.iy be pre- 
* ‘ sumed to have reclaimed it from a state of unculti- 

vated forest j it was at that time called Jharkand or the * forest tract.* 
The second period embraces the subjection of the aboriginal village 
communities to the chiefs of the Nfigbansi family. The birth at 
Stitiamba, near Pithauria, 10 miles north of Ranchi town, of the first 
of this race, Phani Mukuta Rai, the son of the Brahman’s daughter 
Paratl and the snake god, Pundarlka Nag, is a well-known incident of 
mythology. Whatever the real origin of the family, it is certain that 
at some unknown time the aborigines of Chota Nagpur, either by 
voluntary submission or by force of arms, came under the sway of the 
Nagbansi RajSs, and so continued until they in turn became subject to 
the Musalman rulers of Upper India. This event, which may be taken 
as inaugurating the third period in the historj- of Chota Nagpur, took 
place in the year 1585, when Akbar sent a force which subdued the 
Rajs of Kokrah, or Chota l^fagpur proper, then celebrated for the 
diamonds found in its rivers ; the name still sum’ves as that of the 
most important pargana of Ranchi District, ^fusalman rule appears 
for a long time to have been of a nominal description, consisting of an 
occasional raid by a Muhammadan force from South Bihar and the 
carrying off of a small tribute, usually in the shape of a few diamonds 
from the Sankh river. Jahangir sent a large force under Ibrahim 
Khan, governor of Bihar, and carried the forty-fifth Kokrah chief, 
Durjan Sal, captive to Delhi and thence to Gwalior, where he was 
detained for twelve years. He was eventually reinstated at Kokrah 
with a fixed tribute; and it would appear that the relations thus 
formed continued on a more settled basis until the depredations of 
the Marathas in the eighteenth century led, with other causes, to the 
cession of the Chota Nagpur country to the British in 1765. A settle- 
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ment was arrived ai with the Nagbansi Maharaja in 1772; but after 
a trial of administration in which lie was found wanting, the country 
now included in Ranch! District was, along with other adjoining 
territories, placed under the charge of the ^^agist^alc of Rfimgarh in 
Hazaribagh District. This was in i8t6 or 1817. ^leanwhilc the gulf 
between the foreign landlords and their d&spiscd aboriginal tenants 
had begun to make itself felt. A large proportion of the country had 
passed from the head family, either by way of maintenance grants 
{kborpQsh) to younger branches or of service grants to Bnahmans 

and others, many of whom liad no sympathy with tlic aborigines and 
only sought to wring from them its niucli as possible. 'I’lie result was 
a seething discontent among the Mundiis and Oraons, which manifested 
itself in successive risings in the yctirs rSn, 1820, and 1831. In the 
last year the revolt assumed very serious proportions, and was not su]v 
pressed without some fighting and the aid of tlirec columns of troops, 
including a strong body of cavalry. It had long become appiiTcnl that 
the control from Raingarb, which was hitualed outside the southern 
plateau and in reality formed juirt of a more northern administrative 
.sj'.stcm, was ineffective; and in 1S33 Chot.a N.'igpur proper with Dhal- 
bhflni was formed into a separate province, known as the South- 
Western I'rontier Agency, and placed in the immediate charge of an 
Agent to the Govenior-fJcneral aided by a Senior and Junior Assistant, 
the position of the former corresponding closely with that of the 
prc.scnt Depuiy-Commissioncr of Rfinclu. In 185.; the .system of 
government was again altered, and Chota Nslgpur was constituted 
a non-regulation province under a Commissioner. In the Mutiny of 
1857 the head branch <»f the Chota Nagpur family held firm, though 
the Riimgarh Battalion at R.anch! mutinied .and scvenil of the inferior 
bnanches of the Naghansis seceded. Chief among these in Ranchi 
District was the zanthuior of Bark."igarh, whose properly was confiscated 
and now forms a valuable Government estate. The .subsequent history 
of the District has been uneventful, with the c.\ccpiion of periodical 
manifestations of the discontent of the Mundii population in the south 
and south-c.'uii. This was fanned during the last fifteen years of the 
nineteenth century by the .self-interested .agitation of so-called sardars 
or leaders, whose chief object has been to make a living for themselves 
at the expense of the people, and also by the misrepresentations of 
a certain section of the German missionaries. It culminated in a small 
rising in 1899 under one Birsa Mund.% who set himself up as a God- 
sent leader with miraculous powers, TJie movement was, however, 
wanting in dash and cohesion, and was stipiwessed without tlifficnlty 
by the local authorities, the ringleader being captured, and ending his 
days from cholera in the RSnchl jail. When the South-Western 
Frontier .Agency was c.stahlishcd in 1833, the District, which was then 



202 


JiANC/fJ DISTRICT 


known as Lohardaga, included the present District of Palamau and 
had its head>quarlers at Lohardaga, 45 miles west of Riinchl. In 1840 
the head-quarters were transferred to their present site, and in 1892 the 
subdivision of Palamau with the 'I'orT pargatia Avas formed into a 
separate District. 

Doisanagar, which lies about 40 miles to the west and south ot 
Ranchi, contains the ruins of the palaces built in the last quarter of the 
eighteenth century by Maharaja Ram Sahi Deo and his brother the 
Kuar Gokhal Niith Sahi Deo, and also of some half-dozen temples 
erected for the worship of Mahfideo and Ganesh. The stronghold of 
the former Raja of Jashpur, one of the old chiefs brought into sub- 
jection by the Mughals, is .situated about 2 miles north of Gctalsud in 
the Jashpur pargamx. The only other relic worthy of note is the 
temple at Cmutia, on the ejistcrn outskirts of the town of Ranchi. 
Chokrihatu, or ‘the place of mourning,’ is a vilLage in the south-west 
of the District famous for its large burial-ground, which is used by 
both Muhammadans and ^^undas. 

The recorded population of the present area rose from 813,328 in 
1872 to 1,058,169 in i88r, to 1,128,885 in 1891, and to 1,187,925 

Population apparent increase in the first 

decade may be in part attributed to the imperfections 
of the first Census. The subsequent growth would have been greater 
but for the drain of cooly recruiting for the tea and other industries, 
coupled with a year of sh.arp scarcity just before the Census of igor. 
'The more jungly tracts arc verj' malarious, but on the whole the 
climate compares favourably with that of other parts of Bengal. The 
principal statistics of the Census of 1901 are shown below : — 
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Note.'— I n 1005 n new subcln islon, Khunti, with nn aren nf 1,140 nmnrc miles wna con- 
stituted, and the area of the Kanchl subdivision was reduced to 1,366 square miles. The 
population of the R.tnclil and Khunti subdivisions h 537,839 and 335,407 rcsprrtii eJy. 


The four towns are Ranchi the present, and Lohardaga the 
former head-quarters, Bundu, and Palkot. The density of population 
declines steadily from the north-east to the west and south-west ; the 
greatest groirth has taken place along the south of the District. 
Emigration has for many years been very active. In 1897, 4,096 
coolies were dispatched to the Assam tea gardens, in 1898, 4,329, and 
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in 1899, 3,244 j in 1900, owing to a failure of the crops, the number 
rose to 6,3075 but since then it has fallen to 2,750 in 1901, and to 
1,799 in 1902. The recent diminution is due in part to the very much 
closer supervision over the operations of the recruiters provided by 
recent legislation. 

There is also a large but ‘unrecorded exodus to the tea gardens of 
Darjeeling and the Duars, which arc worked with free labour, and to 
the coal-mines of Manbhum and Burdwan ; during the winter months 
many visit the Districts of Bengal proper to seek employment on earth- 
work and in harvesting the crops. The total number of emigrants at 
the time of the Census of 1901 was no less than 275,006, of whom 

92.000 were in Assam and 80,000 in Jalpaigurl District. Hindi is 
spoken by 42^- per cent, of the population. The dialect most in vogue 
is a variety of Bhojpuri known as Nagpuria, which has borrowed some 
of its grammatical forms from the adjoining Chhattlsgarhf dialect. 
Languages of the Munda family arc spoken by 30 per cent, of the 
population, the most common being Mundarl, which is the speech of 

299.000 persons, and Kharia, which is spoken by 50,000. Kurukh or 
Oraon, a Dravidian language, w’as returned at the Census as the parent 
tongue of rather more than a quarter of the population ; but as a matter 
of fact many of tiie Oraons have abandoned their tribal language in 
favour of a debased form of Hindi. Hindus number 474,540 persons 
(or 40 per cent, of the total); Animists, 546,415 (46 per cent.); Musal- 
mans, 41,972 (37^ per cent.); and Christians, 124,958 (to^ percent.). 
Animism is the religion, if such it can be called, of the aboriginal 
tribes ; but many such persons now claim to be Hindus, and the native 
Christians of Ranchi District have come almost entirely from their 
ranks. 

Of aboriginal tribes, the most numerous are the Oraons (279,000), 
Mundas (236,000), and Kharias (41,000). The Oraons arc found 
chiefly along the north and west, the Mundas in the cast, and the 
Kharias in the south-west of the District. Among the Hindu castes, 
Kurmis (49,000) and Ahirs (Goalas) and Lohars (each 37,000) are 
most largely represented; the last named probably include a large 
number of aboriginal blacksmiths. Agriculture supports 79 per cent, 
of the population, industries ri per cent., commerce o-6 per cent., and 
the professions 1*2 per cent. 

Christians are more numerous tiian in any other Bengal District, and 
in fact number five-elevenths of the whole Christian population of 
Bengal and Eastern Bengal. Missionary effort commenced shortly 
before the middle of tlie nineteenth century, the converts consisting 
almost entirely- of Oraons (61,000), Mundas (52,000), and Kharias 
(10,000). The German Evangelical Lutheran Mission was established 
in Ranchi in 1845, was originally known as Gossner’s Mission. 

VOL XXL o 
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An unfortunate disagreement subsequently took place; and in 1869 it 
^vas split up into two sections, the one enrolling itself under the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel, and the other retaining the name of 
Gossner’s Mission. The progress made during recent years has been 
remarkable, the number of converts having increased from 19,000 in 
1891 to three times that number in rgor. The Mission now possesses 
ro stations in the District; and the workers include at European 
missionaries, rg native pastors, and 515 catechists, teachers, &c. 1'he 
Cliurch of England Mission, which had its origin from the split in 
Gossner’s Mission, had in 1901 a community of 13,000, compared with 
TO,ooo in tSgi. Tlic Roman Oitholic Mission is an offshoot from 
a mission founded at Singhbhum in 1869, which was c.vtcndcd to 
Ranchi in 1874. It has now ii stations in the District, and its con- 
verts in 1901 numbered 54,000, or about three-fifths of the total 
number of Roman Catholics in Rcngal and Eastern Ecngal. I’lie 
Dublin University Mission, which commenced work at Hauiribagh in 
1892, opened a branch at Ranch! in 1901. 

'J'he greater part of the District is an undulating table-land, but 
towards the west and south the surface becomes more broken ; the hills 
are sleeper, and the valleys are replaced by ravines 
jtr cu ure. no crops am be grown. Cultivable land 

ordinarily falls into two main classes ; don or levelled and embanked 
lowlands, subdivided according to the amount of moisture which they . 
naturally retain ; and lanr or uplands, which include alike the hari or 
homestead lands round the village sites and the stony and infertile 
lands on the higher ground. Generally speaking, the low embanked 
lands arc entirely devoted to rice, while on the uplands rice is also 
grown, but in company with a variety of other crops. 

The chief agricultural statistics for 1903-4 are shown below, areas 
being in square miles : — 


Subditision. 

■ Total 

Cultivated. 

Cultivalflc 

u.istc. 

Forests. 

Kanclii 

I SlIoG 

1.354 

5.47 


Gumla 

! 3-033 

915 

659 

... 

» Total 

1 7,iaS 

2,169 

1.196 



Korn.— In 1905 n new subdi^isio^, witli lie.vl-quarlcr5 at Klianti, was con- 
stituted from a irartion of the Rllnchl subdivision. The nreas of tlie Ranclil 
and Khunti subdh isions are 2,306 and 1,140 square miles respectively 


The chief staple is rice, grown on 1,914 square miles, the upland 
rice being invariably sown broadcast, while the lowland rice is either 
sown broadcast or transplanted. Other important cereals are gondii or 
the small millet {Panicum miliare) and mama ; pulses, especially nrd, 
and oilseeds, chiefly sargnja and mustard, are also extensively grown. 
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The bhadoi harvest, reaped in August and Sepienibcr, includes the 
upland rice crops, millets, and pulses ; and the kharif^ reaped in the 
latter part of November, December, and January, includes the whole of 
the rice crops on the embanked lands, sarguja^ and one of the varieties 
of tird pulse. Though in area there is apparently not much difference 
between these harvests, the latter is by far the more important of the 
two owing to the weight of rice taken off the don lands. The rabi 
harvest in February is relatively very small, the only important crops 
being 7 -ahar {Cajatius indicus) and sarson. Tea was at one time some- 
what extensively cultivated, but the soil and the rainfall do not appear 
to be suited to the production of the finer varieties, and the industry has 
of late years sensibly declined. In 1903 there were 21 gardens w'ith 
2,256 acres under tea and an out-turn of 306,000 lb. Market-gardening 
is carried on to a small extent in the neighbourhood of the large towns 
by immigrant Koiris from Bihar. 

The low land most suitable for embanked rice cultivation has already 
been taken up, and as the cost of levelling and embanking the higher 
ground is considerable, the extension of cultivation proceeds but slowly. 
The native cultivator employs primitive methods and displays no 
interest in the introduction of improvements. In Government estates 
experiments have been made with improved seeds, especially of the 
potato plant, and on the Getalsud tea estate some tmr land has been 
put under the sisal aloe and experiments in fibre extraction are being 
made. The construction of tanks for irrigation purposes by erecting 
dams across the slopes, though they would be cheap and effective, has 
been but little resorted to, except at Koleblra and in a few villages 
in Government estates. Cow-dung is used for manuring lowland rice, 
and ashes for the fertilisation of the uplands, especially for cotton. 
In the lean years 1897 and igoo advances of Rs. 20,000 were made 
under the Land Improvement Loans Act, and of Rs. r,43,ooo under 
the Agriculturists’ Loans Act. 

No good cattle are bred. Figs and fowls are largely kept by the 
aboriginal inhabitants, especially in the remoter parts and on the higher 
plateaux. 

Extensive jungles under private omiership exist in the north-west 
and .south, but the only Governracnl forest is a small Reserve covering 
2 square miles near Ranchi town. 

The Sonapet area in the south-east corner of the District, which is 
almost entirely surrounded by the Dalma trap, has long been known to 
contain gold j but, from the recent investigations of experts, it appears 
very doubtful whether its extraction cither from the alluvium or from 
any of the quartz veins can ever prove remunerative. Iron ore of an 
inferior quality abounds throughout the District, and is smelted by the 
old native process and used fur the manufacture of agricultural implc- 

o 2 
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ments, &c. In the south-east of the Tamar pargami a soft kind of 
steatite allied to soapstone is dug out of small mines and converted into 
various domestic utensils. The mines go down in a slanting direction, 
and in one or two instances a depth of about 150 feet has been reached. 
The harder and tougher kinds of trap make good road-mcUil, while the 
softer and more workable forms of granite arc of easy access and arc 
much used for the construction of piers and foundations of bridges and 
other buildings. Mica is found in several localities, especially near 
Ix)hardaga and elsewhere in the north of the District, but not in suffi- 
cient quantities or of a quality good enough to make it worth mining. 

'rhe chief industry is the manufacture of shellac. The lac insect is 
bred chiefly on the him/m (Schltiehera trijuga) and paWs {Buiea 
frondosa) trees, and shellac is manufactured at some 
con^unk^i^ns factories, the largest being at Ranchi and 

Bundu. Brass and bcll-mctal articles arc manu- 
factured at lvuhardag.~i, and co.arse cotton cloths are woven throughout 
the District. 

The chief e.\ports arc rice, oilseeds, hides, lac, and tea. Myrabolams 
{^Ttrmimlia Chebula) arc also c\tcnsivcly c.\portccl. The chief imports 
arc wheat, tobacco, sugar, gar, salt, piece-goods, blankets, and kerosene 
oil. The principal places of trade arc Ranchi, Lohardaga, BQndu, 
Palkot, and Gobindpur. In the west of the District, owing to the 
frequent ghats with only bridle-paths across them, the articles of com- 
merce arc carried by strings of pack-bullocks, of which great numbers 
may be met after the croii-cutting season, passing in or out of Barwc to 
tiadc either in Ranchi or in the Jashpur and Surguja States. 

No railways enter the District, and practically the whole of the 
c.\ternal trade is carried along the cart-road which connects Ranchi 
town with I’urQlia on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. This road, and 
those to Chaibasa and Ha/xaribagh, with an aggregate length in the 
District of about 100 miles, are maintained by Government. There 
arc also 9x9 miles of road (including 170 miles of village tracks) main- 
tained by the District board. The most important of these arc a 
gravelled road, 52 miles in length, connecting Ranchi with I.a}hardag<a, 
and unmetalled roads from Ranchi to Bundu and Tamar, Palkot, Boro, 
and Kurdeg, and Sesai, whence one branch runs to LohardagH and 
another through Gumla. There is a ferry over the Kocl river, where 
it crosses the road to the new subdmsional head-quarters at Gumla, 
but as a rule ferries are little used, as the rivers, when not easily 
fordable, become furious hill torrents which it is dangerous to cross. 

The District was affected by the famine of 1874, and the harvests 
Famine deficient in 1891, 1895, 1896, and 1899 ; 

but it was only on the last two occasions that relief 
operations were found necessary. In 1897 the lest works at first failed 



ADMTh^ISTRA TTON 


207 


to attract labour, and it was hoped for a time that the people would 
be able to surmount their trouble without help from Government. Dis- 
tress subsequently manifc.sted itself in the centre of the District, but 
relief operations were at once undertaken and the acute stage was of 
ver>’ short duration. Altogether 52,710 persons found employment in 
relief works, and gratuitous relief was given to 153,200 persons, the 
expenditure from public funds being Rs. 1 8,000. 1 ’he District was, 
however, never officially declared affected, and relief operations were 
carried on only for a few months on a sntall scale. In 1900 relief 
works were opened in ample time; the attendance on them was far 
higher than in the previous famine ; and the distress that would other- 
Avise have ensued rvas thus to a great extent averted. The area affected 
was 3,052 square miles, with a population of about 493,000 persons ; 
and in all, 1,134,287 persons (in terms of one day) received relief in 
return for work and 516,400 persons gratuitously, the expenditure from 
public funds being 2-3 lakhs. The distress was mo.st acute in the centre 
and west of the District, but, as far as is known, tliere were no deaths 
from starvation. 

In 1902 the District was divided into two subdivisions with head- 
quarters at Ranchi and Gumla, and in 1905 a third subdivision was 
formed with head-quarters at Khunti. The staff at . 
head-quarters subordinate to the Depuly-Commis- 
sioner consists of a Joint and five Deputy-Magistrate-Collector.s, while 
the Gumla subdivision is in charge of a Joint, and the Khunti sub- 
dii’ision of a Deputy-Magistrate-Collector. 

The chief court of the District, both civil and criminal, is that of the 
Judicial Commi.ssioner, who is the District and Sessions Judge. The 
Deputy-Commissioner has special powers under section 34 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure to try all cases not punishable with death. The 
civil courts include those of the Deputy-Collectors who try all original 
rent suits, of trvo Munsifs at Ranchi and Gumla who have also the 
poAvers of a Deputy-Collector for the trial of rent suits, and of a special 
Subordinate Judge for the combined Districts of Hazaribagh and 
Ranchi. The most common crimes are burglaries and those which 
arise. from di.spules about land ; the latter are very frequent owing to 
the unsettled nature of rights and areas, the ignorance of the common 
people, and the greed of indifferent and petty landlords. Murders arc 
unusually frequent, as the aboriginal inhabitants are heavy drinkers, 
believe in rvitchcraft, and have small regard for life. 

The country was originally in the sole possession of the aboriginal 
settlers, tvhose villages were divided into groups or paras each under 
its manki or chief. These chiefs were subsequently brought under the 
domination of the Nagbansi Raja.s tvho became Hinduized and by 
degrees lost sympathy with their despised non-Hindu subjects. The 
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Maharajits in course of time made large grants of land for the main- 
tenance of their relatives, military supporters, and political or domestic 
favourites, who fell into financial diilicultics and admitted the dikku 
or alien adventurer to prey upon the land. 'I'o one or other of these • 
stages belong all the tenures of the District. They are very numerous, 
but can be generally classified under four heads : the Rjij or ChoUi 
Nagpur estate; tenures dependent on the MahanljSs and held by 
subordinate Rajiis ; maintenance and service tenures ; and cultivating 
tenures. The second and third classes of tenures are held on a system 
of succession peculiar to Chota Nagpur, known as puira-putradik^ 
which renders them liable to resumption in case of failure of male heirs 
to the original grantee. As the Chota Nagpur Raj follows the custom 
of primogeniture, maintenance grants arc given to the near relatives of 
the hlahSraja. The chief service grants are : hdraik, given for military 
service and the upkeep of a militia ; hhuiya^ a similar tenure found fn 
the south-west of the District ; oMur, for work done ns dttvdti ; ghdtwd!^ 
for keeping safe the passes ; and a variety of revenue-free grants, hrdhni- 
ottar or grants to Brahmans, and debotiar or lands set apart for the 
service of idols. Cultivating tenures may be classified as privileged 
holdings, ordinary ryoii land known as rajbas, and proprietors’ private 
land or mattjkihas. The privileged holdings are those which were in 
the cultivation of the aboriginal settlers before the advent of the Hindu 
landlords and the importation of cultivators alien to the village. They 
include hhuinhat^, with the cognate tenures known as bhutkhetS (land 
set aside for support of devil propitiation), d(ilikat 5 n\ palmai, and 
mahati. The last two are lands held by the palm and makalo, the village 
priest and headman. In some parts the privileged lands of the old 
settlers arc known as khtintkkatti, and include the palm klmnty inuudd 
kkunl, and the mahato khunt. The miindd is tlic villiige chief respon- 
sible for the payment of the kltunfkkaiti rents to the miinki of the circle 
of the villages, while the mdliafo, a later importation, is the headman 
from the point of view of the Hindu landlord, whose interests he guards 
by assisting in the realization of the rent of the rajhas and cultivation of 
the inanjhihas lands. These latter include beiliklieta, or land set aside 
for the provision of labour for cultivation of the remaining private lands. 

As in other parts of Bengal, attempts to add to private lands are con- 
stantly made ; but the tendency received a salutary check from the 
demarcation, mapping, and registering of bhuinharl .md private lands 
under the Chota Nagpur Tenures Act of 1S69. By the original custom 
of the countr)’, now gradually passing away, rent was as a rule assessed 
only on the low lands or dom. On an average of ten villages in the 
Government estates in 1 897, the rates per .acre for low lands were found 
to range between Rs. 1-2-3 2-1-6, and for high lands between 

i-| and annas. These rates are veiy’ much lower than those prevalent 
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in samhidari villages, where Rs. 8 to Rs. lo is often charged for an acre 
of first-class low land. The uplands, when not paying cash rent, are 
usually liable to the payment of produce rent known as nikumdt, which 
varies a good- deal in different parts, and the cultivators are liable to 
give a certain amount of free labour {beth begdr) to the landlord. 

The following table shows the collections of land revenue and total 
revenue (principal heads only), in thousands of rupees : — 



1880-1. 

1890-1. 

1900-1.* 

1903-4. 

Land revenue . 

Total revenue . 

95 

4.9* 

1,06 

7,14 

48 

S.93 

6,1; 


* TIig diminution in the receipts is due to the Tact that Pal.imau was formed 
into a separate District in iSgs. 


Outside the municipalities of Ranchi and Lohardaga, local affairs are 
managed by the District board. In 1903-4 its income was Rs. 1,04,000, 
including Rs. 39,000 derived from rates; and the expenditure was 
Rs. 1,09,000, the chief items being Rs. 50,000 spent on public works 
and Rs. 39,000 on education. 

The District contains 16 police stations or thanas and r6 outposts. 
In 1903 the force subordinate to the District Superintendent consisted 
of 3 inspectors, 33 sub-inspectors, 42 head constables, and 352 con- 
.stables ; there was, in addition, a rural police force of 24 daffaddrs and 
2,442 chaukJdars. The District jail at Ranchi has accommodation for 
217 prisoners, and a subsidiary jail at Gumla for 21. 

Education is backward, only 2*7 per cent, of the population (5*1 males 
and 0*5 females) being able to read and write in 1901. Great progress 
is now being made, and the number of pupils under instruction rose 
from 12,569 in 1892-3 to 19,132 in 1900-r. In 1903-4, 19,074 boys 
and 2,514 girls were at school, being respectively 22 0 and 2-7 per cent, 
of the children of school-going age. There were in that year 85 7 schools, 
including 15 secondary, 825 primary, and 17 special schools. The most 
important of these are the District schools, the German Evangelistic 
Lutheran Mission high school, the first-grade training school, the 
Government industrial school, and the blind school, all in Ranchi town. 
The expenditure in 1903-4 was Rs. 1,55,000, of which Rs. 19,000 was 
derived from Provincial revenues, Rs. 38,000 from District funds, 
Rs. 700 from municipal funds, Rs. 22,000 from fees, and Rs. 75,000 
from other sources. 

The District contains 6 dispensaries, of which 3 possess accommo- 
dation for 49 in-patients. The cases of 18,348 out-patients and 369 
in-patients were treated in 1903, and 768 operations were performed. 
The expenditure was Rs. 18,000, of which Rs. 1,100 was contributed 
by Government, Rs. r,ooo by District funds, Rs. 5,000 by Local funds, 
Rs. 3,000 by municipal fund.s, and Rs. 9,000 by subscription.s. The 
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principal institution is the Ranchi dispensarj’. A small leper asylum 
at Lohardaga is conducted by the German mission. 

Vaccination is compulsory only in municipal areas, but good progress 
is being made throughout the District, and in 1903-4 the number of 
persons successfully vaccinated was 43,000, or 37-3 per 1,000 of the 
population. 

[Sir W. W. Hunter, Siaiistkaf Aaount of Bengaly vol. xvi (1877); 
F. A. Slackc, Report on the Settlement of the Estate of the Maharaja of 
Chota Nagpur (Calcutta, 1886) ; B. C. Basil, Report on the Agriculture 
of the District of lohardaga (Calcutta, 1890) ; Papers tvlafhig to the 
Chota Phagpur Agrarian Disputes (Calcutta, 1890); E. H. Whitley, 
Notes on the Dialect of Lohardaga (Calcutta, 1896); F. B. Bradley- 
Birt, Chota Nagpur (r9o3).] 

Ranchi Subdivision. — Head-quarters subdivision of the Bengal 
District of the same name, lying between 22® 21' and 23® 43' N. and 
84® o' and 83® 54' E., with an area of 2,366 square miles. Tlie sub- 
dirision consists of an clci'ated undulating table-land, where permanent 
cultivation is almost confined to the terraces cut in the slopes of the 
depressions which lie between the ridges. The population in 1901 
was 753,236, compared with 730,642 in 1891, the density being 2r5 
persons per square mile. In 1901 it comprised 3,506 square miles; 
but owing to the formation of the Khunti subdivision in 1905, the 
area was reduced to 2,366 square miles with a population of 527,829 
‘and a density of 223 persons per square mile. The subdivision con- 
tains two towns, RancuT (population, 25,970), the head-quarters, and 
Lohardaga (6,123),* *i 4 i 7 villages. 

Ranchi Town. — Head-quarters of the Distriet of the same name 
and also of the Chota Nagpur Division, Bengal, situated in 23° 
23' N. and 85® 20' E., on the Chota Niigpiir plateau, about 2,100 
feet above sea-level. Population (1901), 25,970 (including 2,844 
within cantonment boundaries), of whom 12,968 were Hindus, 7,547 
Musalmans, 3,640 Christians, and 1,807 Animists. Ranchi is a station 
of the Lucknow division of the Eastern Command, and the wing of 
a native infantry regiment is stationed in the cantonments (formerly 
known as Dorunda cantonments), which lie 2 miles to the south of the 
town. It is also the head-quarters of the ChotS Nagpur Volunteer 
Mounted Rifles, of the Superintending Engineer of the Western Circle, 
and of the Executive Engineer of the Chot.! Nagpur Division. It is 
connected by good metalled roads with Purulia, Hazaribagh, and 
Chaibasa, and is a large trade centre. It is the chief seat of Christian 
missionary enterprise in Bengal, and is the head-quarters of three 
important missions {see Ranch! District). Ranchi was constituted 
a municipality in 1869. The income during the decade ending 
1901-2 averaged Rs. 23,000, and the expenditure Rs. 22,000. In 



nANDER 


2TI 


1903-4 the income was Rs. 35,000, mainly derived from a tax on 
houses and lands and a conservancy rate; and the expenditure w'as 
Rs. 32,000. The natural drainage of the to\vn is excellent, and plenty 
of good water can be obtained from wells. The town contains the 
usual public buildings; the District jail has accommodation for 217 
prisoners, who are employed on the manufacture of oil and of rope 
from aloe fibre. The most important schools are the District school, 
with 338 pupils on its rolls in 1902 ; the German Evangelistic Lutheran 
Mission high school, intended chiefly for the education of Christian 
converts, with 230 pupils ; the first-grade school for vernacular teachers, 
with 22 pupils; the Government industrial school, and the blind school. 
In the industrial school the pupils, w-ho in 1902 numbered 50, receive 
stipends varying from R. i to Rs. 3 per month, and are taught carpen- 
tering and blacksmiths’ work, &c., together with a certain amount of 
reading, writing, free-hand drawing, elementary arithmetic, and practical 
geometry. The course of instruction at the blind school, which had 
20 pupils, includes reading by means of raised type representing letters, 
cane-work, nemar weaving, and mat-making. It is proposed to build 
a large asylum for European and Eurasian lunatics from Northern 
India at Ranchi. 

Rander. — ^Town in the Chorasi taluka of Surat District, Bombay, 
situated in 21® 13' N. and 72® 48' E., on the right bank of the Tapti, 
2 miles above Surat city. Population (rpor), 10,478, including suburb. 
Rander is supposed to be one of the oldest places in Southern Gujarat. 
It is said to have been a place of importance about the beginning 
of the Christian era, when Broach was the chief seat of commerce 
in Western India. AlbirunT (1031) gives Rander (Rahanjhour) and 
Broach as dual capitals of South Gujarat. In the early part of the 
thirteenth century a colony of Arab merchants and sailors is stated to 
have attacked and expelled the Jains, at that time ruling at Rander, 
and to have converted their temples into mosques. Under the name 
of Nayatas, the Rander Arabs traded to distant countries. In 1514 
the traveller Barbosa described Rander as a rich and agreeable place 
of the Moors (Nayatas), possessing very large and fine ships, and 
trading with Malacca, Bengal, Tawasery (Tennasserim), Pegu, Mar- 
taban, and Sumatra, in all sorts of spices, drugs, silk, musk, benzoin, 
and porcelain. In 1530 the Portuguese, after sacking Surat, took 
Rander. With the growing importance of Surat, Rander declined in 
prosperity, and, by the close of the sixteenth century, became a port 
dependent on Sural. At present, Bohras of the Sunni sect carry on 
trade westwards with Mauritius, and eastwards with Rangoon, Moul- 
mein, Siam, and Singapore. By the opening of the Tapti bridge in 
1877 Rander was closely connected with Surat city. The municipality, 
established in 1868, had an average income of about Rs. 20,000 during 
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the decade ending igoi : in 1903-4 tlie income was Rs. 23,000. 
The town contains a dl.spensary, an English school with 47 pupils, and 
6 veniacular schools, 5 for boys xvith 517 pupils and one for girls with 95. 

Randhia. — Petty State in Kathiawar, Bombay. 

Rangamiiti Town. — Ancient town in the Berhampore subdivision 
of ^^ursh^d 5 b 5 d District, Bengal, situated in 24" i' N. and 88** 11' E., 
on the right bank of the Bhngirathi, ft miles south of Berhampore. 
Population (1901), 400. 'Phe clay here rises into bluffs 40 feet high, 
which form the only elevated ground in the neighbourhood, and arc 
very conspicuous from the river. Few remains have been found except 
pottery and the traces of buildings, tanks, and wells ; but Rrmg. 1 mati is 
rich in traditional history. The legend respecting the origin of the 
name, which means ‘ red earth,’ is that Bibhlshana, brother of Riivana, 
being inrited to a feast by a poor Brahman at Rangamati, rained gold 
on the ground as a token of gratitude. By others the miracle is referred 
to Bhu Deb, who through the power of his austerities rained gold. 
Rangamsiti has been identified by Mr. Beveridge with the city of Kama 
Suvarna, the capital of the old kingdom of the same name visited by 
the Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsiang about A.n, 639. It may also have 
been the site of the chief of the monasteries mentioned by Hiuen 
Tsiang as Lo-to-wei-chi-scng-kia-lan, a phonetic rendering of the San.skrit 
JtaftavUi saug/tarama. 

After the Muhammadan conquest in 1203, RangSmati (according to 
Mr. Long) formed one of the ten faujdaris into which Bengal was then 
divided. Its Hindu samtnddr was a considerable-person, and on the 
occasion of the great ftntyd at ^lotijhil in 1767 he received a k/iilaf 
worth Rs. 7,278, or as much as the zamhtdar of Nadia. The site of 
Rangamati was at one time selected in preference to Berhampore as 
a healthy spot for the erection of barracks. The East India Company 
formerly had a silk factory here. All that is now left of this ancient town 
is a bungalow and a .silk filature belonging to the Bengal Silk Company. 

[H. Beveridge, ‘The Site of Kama Suvarna,' yowr/m/ ^ t?ie Asialic 
Society, Bengal, vol. Ixii, pt. i, No. 4 ; Capt. Wilford, Asiatic Researches, 
vol. ix, p. 39 ; and Capt. \ssyvx^. Journal of the Asiatic Society, Bengal, 
vol. xxii.] 

Rangamati Village. — Mead-quarters of the Chittagong Hill Tracts, 
Eastern Bengal and Assam, situated in 22" 39' N. and 92® 12' E., on 
the banks of the K.'iruaphuli river. Population (1901), 1,627. Ranga- 
miiti contains a high school and hospital. It is the residence of the 
Chakmfi chief. The London Baptist Mission has a branch here. 

Rangamatia Village. — .Small village in the east of Goalpiira 
District, Eastern Bengal and Assam, .situated in 26“ if N. and 90' 
36' E. It was for many years the frontier outpo.st of the Muh.am- 
madans, the country farther c.'ist being occupied by the Ahoms. 
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Rangia. — Village in the Gaiihati subdivision of Kiimrup District, 
Eastern Bengal and Assam, situated in 26® 27' N. and 91® 37' E., on 
the bank of the Baralia river, 23 miles north of Gauhati town. The 
public buildings include a dispensar)*. Afost of the trade is in the 
hands of Marwari merchant.s known as Kayahs. 'I’he principal imports 
are cotton piece-goods, grain and pulse, kerosene and other oils, and 
salt ; the chief exports are rice and silk cloth. All sorts of country 
produce are procurable in the village market. 

Rangna Fort (or Prasidhagarh). — A favourite fort of Sivaji, situated 
on a flat-topped hill in the Kolhapur State, Bombay, about 55 miles 
south-west of Kolhapur city. The hill is steep on three sides, with an 
easy ascent on the north. 'I’he top is girl by a wall of rough blocks, 
leaving three pathways down the hill. The fort is 4,750 feet from east 
to west, by 2,240 feel from north to south. It was taken in 1659 by 
Sivaji and repaired, and has since remained in Maralha hands, but 
was dismantled in 1844 by order of the British. 

Rangoon City. — Capital of Burma and head-quarters of the Local 
Government, situated in r6® 46' N. and 96® ii' E., on both sides of 
the Hlaing or Rangoon river at its point of junction _ _ 

with the Pegu and Pazundaung streams, 21 miles from 
the sea. The greater part of the city — the town proper, with its main 
suburbs of Kcmmcndine and Pazundaung- -lies along the left or northern 
bank of the river, which at this point, after a southerly course through 
level paddy-fields and along the city’s we.stcrn side, turns towards the 
east for a mile or so before bending southwards to the Gulf of Martaban. 
Behind tlic array of wharves and warehouses that line the northern 
bank rise the buildings of the mercantile and business quarter, and 
thence the ground slopes upwards through a wooded cantonment to the 
foot of the slight eminence from which the great golden Shwedagon 
pagoda looks down upon the to^m and harbour. On the south bank of 
the Rangoon river arc the suburbs of Dala, Kamakasit, Kanaungto, 
and Seikgyi, a narrow strip of dockyard iwemises and native huts on the 
fringe of a vast expanse of typical delta paddy-fields. 'J’hese mark the 
southern limit of the city. To the west the boundary is the western 
bank of the Hlaing ; to the east the Pazundaung and Pegu streams hem 
the city in ; to the north the municipal boundary runs through the 
.slightly undulating wooded country into which the European quarter is 
gradually spreading. 

'Phe population of the city at each of the last four enumerations was 
a.s follows: (1872) 98,745, (1881) i34,i7^>» (tSpi) 180,324, and (1901) 
234,881. After the three Prc.sidcncy town.s and the population, 
citie.s of Myderiibad and Lucknow, Rangoon is the 
most populous city in the Indian Empire. Its rate of growth is, as the 
census figures show, considerable. 'Phe actual increase helween 1S91 
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and 1901 (54,557) was little less than that of Afadras, a citj’of more 
than double its population, while the growth between 1872 and 1901 
(136,136) is exceeded only by that of Calcutta among all Indian cities. 
A large portion of the increase is due to immigration from India. The 
number of persons born in India resident in the city was 65,910 in 1891 
and ii 7 > 7 i 3 in 1901 (of whom only 16 per cent, were women). Nearly 
two-thirds of these foreigners cjime from Madras, and about one-fifth 
from Bengal. The Chinese colony has increased from 8,029 in 1891 
to iijOtS in 1901. Of the population in 1901, 83,631, or more than 
one-third, were Buddhists, but the Hindu aggregate (82,994) was almost 
as large. Mus.ilmrms numhered 43,01 2, and Christians 1 6,930, of whom 
about one-half were ICuropeans and Eurasians, the number of native 
Christians being 8,179. Society for the Prop.ngation of the Gospel 
and the American Baptist Mission labour in the city. 'I’he Wesleyans, 
Presbyterians, and other Protestant denominations arc .also represented, 
and there is a large Roman Catholic mission. 

Rangoon has been the administrative head-quarters of the Province 
ever since the second Burmese War added Pegu to the Indian Empire. 

History never, however, a royal capital, and its impor- 

tance as a mercantile centre is of comparatively 
recent development. 

According to I'alaing tradition, the first village on the site of modern 
Rangoon was founded about 585 b.c. by two brothers, Pu and Ta Paw, 
who had received some of Gautama’s hairs from the Buddha himself, 
and, acting on his instructions, enshrined them in the famous Shwe- 
dagon pagoda. Punnarika, who reigned in Pegu from a.d. 746 to 761, 
is said to have refounded the town, and called it Aramana, and it was 
not till later that it regained its original name of D.agon. The Talaing 
records relate how it was occupied by the Burmans in 1413; how 
Byanyakin, the son of Razadirit, was appointed governor j and how 
Shinsawbu, his sister, in whose memory a national festival is celebrated 
each year, built herself a palace here in 1460. After this, however, 
the town gradually sank into a collection of huts. Dala, now a .suburb 
on the right bank of the Hlaing, and Syriam on the opposite side 
of the Pegu river, are repeatedly noticed ; but of D.igon little or nothing 
is said. 

In the wars between the sovereigns of Burma and Pegu, Dagon 
frequently changed hands; and when in 1753 Alaungpaya (Alompra) 
drove out the Talaing garrison of Ava (then the Burmese capital), and 
eventually conquered the Talaing dominions, he came down to Dagon 
and repaired the great pagoda. Alaungpaya for the most part rebuilt 
the town, gave it the name of Yan Kon (‘the end of the war’) or 
Rangoon, which it has ever since borne, and made it the seat of 
a viceroy. Until 1790 it was the scene of incessant struggles between 
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the Burmans and Pcguans. In that year the place was captured by 
the latter, but the rising was speedily quelled by Bodawpaya. 

About this period the East India Company obtained leave to 
establish a factory in Rangoon, and the British colours were hoisted 
over it. In 1794 dinercnccs arose in Arakan and Chittagong between 
the East India Company and the Burmese government, and in the 
following year Captain Symes was sent on an embassy to Ava, one of 
the results of his mission being the appointment of a British Resident 
at Rangoon in 1798. Symes thus describes Rangoon .'is he saw it : — 

* It stretches .along the bank of the river about a mile, and is not 
more than a third of a mile in breadth. The city or mjv is a square 
surrounded by a high stockade, <ind on the north side it is further 
strengthened by an indifferent fosse, across which a wooden bridge 
is thrown. In this face there are two gates, in each of the others only 
one. On the south side, towards the north, there are a number of 
huts and three wharves with cranes for landing goods. A battery 
of 12 cannon (six- and ninc-i)oundcrs) raised on the bank commands 
the river, but the guns and carriages arc in such a wretched condition 
that they could do but little execution, 'fhe streets of the town arc 
narrow and much inferior to those of Pegu, but clean .and well paved, 
'fhe houses arc raised on posts from the ground. All the officers of 
the government, the most opulent merchants, and persons of con- 
.sidcration live within the fort ,• shipwrights and persons of inferior rank 
inhabit the suburbs.’ 

In the first Burmese War (1824) Rangoon was taken by the British. 
During the early part of the campaign strenuous efforts were made by 
the Burmans to rccaj)turc it ; but it was occupied, though not without 
hc.ivy losses from sickness, as well as from casualties in .action, till 
1827, when it was evacuated in accordance with the terms of the 
Treaty of Yandabo. In i S40 tlie appearance of Rangoon was described 
as suggestive of meanness and poverty. In 1841 king Konbaung Min, 
better known os prince Tharnawadd)', ordered the town and stockade 
to be removed about a mile and a quarter inland to the site of Okka- 
laba, and to be called by that name. 'I’hc royal order was to a certain 
extent obeyed, the principal buildings and government offices were 
placed in the new town, and tverc there when the British force landed 
.and c.ipturcd Rsingoon in April, 1852, on the outbreak of the second 
Burmese War, From this time onwards the place luis remained in 
possession of the British, its history being one of marvellous develop- 
ment, but, with one or two exceptions (such, for instance, as a riot that 
occurred in June, 1893), devoid of striking incidents. The city was 
separated from Hanthatvaddy District, of which it formed part, in 
1879. 

'I’hc priticipal pagodas arc the Shw'cdagon to the north-cast of the 
ciintunmcnt, said to contain the relics of no less than four Buddhas, 
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namely, the water-strainer of Krakuchanda, the staff of Kasyapa, the 
bathing robe of Konagfiniana, and eight hairs of Gautama; the Sulc 
pagoda, a more ancient but less pretentious shrine in tlie centre of the 
business quarter ; and tlie Botataung pagoda on the river face in the 
south-east of the town. 

Rangoon is famous for its carvers in wood and ivory, and for the 
beauty of its silver-work, which mostly takes the shape of embossed 
. . bowls. An art c.\hibilion is held annually, and is no 

doubt helping to stimulate an interest m art among 
native workers. Many beautiful specimens of wood-carving arc to be 
found in the shrine of the Shwedagon pagoda. 

The factories arc for the most jiart concerned with the preparation of 
the three principal exports : rice, timber, and oil. Of rice-mills, where 
the ixtddy brouglil from tlic surrounding rural areas is husked and 
otlierwise prepared for the market, there are about fifty, and of saw- 
iniHs about twenty. 'J’bc petroJeum refinery deals with the produce 
of the earth-oil wells of the dry zone of Upper Burma. The total 
number of factories in 1904 wa.s 99. 

About five-sixths of the maritime tnide of Burma passes through 
Rangoon, and a history of the commerce of the Province is very little 

Commerce ^ history of the progress of this single 

port. Since Rangoon became an integnil part of the 
British dominions, its trade has increased by leaps and bounds. In 
1856-7 the value aggregated only a crore. By 1881-2 this figure had 
risen to ii crores, and by 1891-2 to 19 crores. In igoi-2, in spite of 
a more stringent tariff than in the ixisl, it had mounted up to close on 
26 crores, while 1903-4 showed a further advance of nearly 6 crores 
on the figures for the previous year. Under practically all the main 
heads of import and export the growth has been steady. Imports of 
cotton piece-goods, which in 1S81-2 were valued at 6-| lakhs, were 
valued at nearly 15 lakhs in 1901-2. Provisions have risen in value 
from 3 to u lakhs within the same period, coal from i to 3^ lakhs, 
tobacco from 2 to 4 lakhs, sjiices from 2^- to 4^ lakhs. Among exports 
the development has been even more marked. The staple produce 
of the country is rice. The value of exports in this single commodity 
amounted in 1901-2 to g-J crores, compared with 6 crores in 1891-2 
and 3^ crores in 1881-2. Next in importance conies teak timber, with 
a growth in value from 22 lakhs in 1881-2 to 91 lakhs in 1901-2, 
followed by oil, which has risen from 2 lakhs in the former year to 81 
in the latter. Cutch is the only important export that has shown 
a falling off in recent years. 

The following table shows, in thousands of rupees, the actual figures 
of imports and exports (excluding Government stores and treasure) for 
the three jears selected, and for 1903-4: — 
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i 88 i- 3 . 

1891-3. 

1901-2. 

1903-4. 

Imports . 
Exports . 

1 

5,66,96 

5 As 83 

10,13,58 

9,04,30 

11,16,69 

14,66,17 

14,34,68 

' 7 i 54 » 5 ® 

Totnl 

1 -■ 

”. 3 sr 9 

19,17,78 

35,82,86 

.31.79.24 


During the same period the customs revenue rose from 44 lakhs in 
i8Si--2 to 60 lakhs in i8gr-2, to gi lakhs in igoi~2, and finally to 
over a crorc in igc3-4. Owing to the increasing employment of 
vessels of large burden, the number of ocean-going steamers entering 
Rangoon lias not risen to an extent proportionate to the growth in 
trade and tonnage, the figures for 1881-2 being g3i I'essels with an 
aggregate capacity of 655,000 tons, while those for igo3-4 were 1,190 
vessels with a capacity of 2,005,000. 

Rangoon has entered upon an era of prosperity which shows no 
immediate prospect of waning. The purl is administered by a Port 
Trust constituted under the Rangoon Port Act, 1905, which supcrvibc.'j 
the buoying and lighting of the river, and provides and maintains 
wharf and warehouse accommodation. The receipts of the Trust in 
1903-4 aggregated nearly 18 lakhs. Rangoon is the terminus of all 
the lines of railway in the Province. Starting from Phayre Street 
station, the lines to Prome and Bossein pass westwards between the 
municipality and the auitonment, and thence northwards through 
the suburb of Kcmineudinc. There are frciiuent local trains along 
this section of the railway, and several stations witliin the limits of the 
city. The main line to Mandalay and Upper Burma runs generally 
eastwards from the terminus- through the suburb of Pa/,iindaung, and, 
skirling the mills that line the Pa/undaung creek, passes norib-casi- 
wards into Hanlbawaddy District. There arc So miles of roads within 
city limits, of which about 60 arc metalled. A steam tramway runs 
ciisl and west through the heart of the business quarter, a.s well iis 
northwards as far ns the Shwedagon pagoda. It is now being 
electrified. A railway on the eastern side of the city is used for 
bringing the earth required for the reclamation of the low-lying swampy 
area near the banks of the river. 

Rangoon city consists of the municipality, the cantonment, and the 
port. For the purposes of judicial and genera! administration it is 
a District of Lower Burma, in charge of a Deputy- . 

Commissioner who is District Magistrate, and who is 
assisted by a Canlonnicnt Magistrate, two subdivisionul magislruies, 
and other officials. The Chief Court sits in Rangoon. It is a Court 
of Session for the trial of sessions cases in the city, and hears appeals 
from the District Magistrate. There is a bencli of honorary magistrates 
consisting of iwenly-llircc mcmber.s. On the civil side, the Chief Court 
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year was 21 lakhs, and the gross expenditure 55 lakhs. Of this total 
public works and conservancy absorbed 3^ lakhs etich, water-supply 
23 lakhs, and hospitals and education about a lakh each. 

The cantonment lies to the north of the city. It formerly comprised 
most of the European residential quarter; but building operations have 
now been extended outside its limits, mainly in the direction of what 
is known as the Royal Lake, an artificial stretch of water lying to the 
north-east of the city, and the cantonment boundary itself is now being 
curtailed. 'J'he population in 1901 was 13,721. There is a canton- 
ment fund administered by the cantonment committee. Its income 
in 1903-4 was Rs. 84,000, derived largely from house and conservancy 
rales, 'fhe expenditure amounted to Rs. 82,000, devoted in the main 
to conservancy and police. 

The city is at present lit with oil Kimps, but electric lighting will 
probably be introduced at an early date. 

The drainage system consists of gravitating sewers which receive the 
sewage from house connexions and c.iriy it to ejectors, 'i'hcse dis- 
charge their contents automatiailly into a nniin sewer, through which 
all the nighUsoil and sullagc water are forced into an outfall nc.ir the 
mouth of the river, ijiimediatcly to the .south-west of Monkey Point 
Rattcry to the east of the city. 'Phis system has been working since 
1S89 with most satisfactory rc.sults. I'lic watcr-.supply for Rangoon 
has till recently been drawn from an artificial reservoir about 5 miles 
from the city, called the Victoria I.«ikc, from which water is carried 
by a main pipe to the city and supplied at low pressure. W'ater is 
also pumped up to a high-level reservoir on the Shwedagon pagoda 
])latform about 100 feel above Rangoon, whence it is .supplied to the 
city by gravitation. 'Phis arrangement lias provided drinking-water 
to the city for llic piisl iwenly years ; but the .supjily having been found 
insullicienl, a large reservoir lake has been eonslrueted at Illawga, 
about 10 miles beyond the Victoria l.akc, which is calculated to .supply 
all requivcmenls for an indefinite jieriod. 

■Phe city contains several handsome buildings. Among the most 
conspicuous are the new Government House to the north-west of the 
canionincnt area, the .Secretariat buildings to the east of the businc.ss 
tiuarter, and the Di.slricl court buildings facing the river in the centre 
of the city. 'J’hc new Roman Catholic cathedral, which is approaching 
completion, promises to be a very handsome slriiciure. 'I'hc Jubilee 
Hall, at a corner of the brigade parade ground in the neighbourhood 
of the cantonment, is one of the more recent additions to the archi- 
tecture of the city. It is used for public meetings and for recreation 
purpose.s. The town hall, in which the municipal offices are located, 
adjoins tlic Sule pagoda in the business quarter. 'Phe Rangoon 
College, the General Hospital, and the Anglican cathedral arc grouped 
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together and mciit notice. A new hospital, a Provincial Museum, 
new currency buildings, and a Chief Court arc being constructed. 
There are several public squares and gardens, and a picturesque park 
(Dalhousie Park) surrounds the Royal Jjake referred to above. 

Rangoon is garrisoned by British and Native infantry and by two 
companies of .artillery. There arc three volunteei* corps. 

Before June, 1899, the Rangoon police were under the orders of 
the Inspector-General of Police, but a Commissioner has now been 
appointed for Rangoon and the police placed directly under his charge. 
For police purposes the city is divided into three subdivisions, each 
in charge of a Superintendent. There aie ro police stations and 
ro outposts. The total strength of the force under the ordeis of 
the Commissioner of Police and the Superintendents is 14 inspectors, 
9 hc<ad constables, 57 sergeants, and 727 native constables, besides 
17 European constables and one European sergeant. 

Rangoon has a large Ccnlml jail with .accommodation for 2,518 
native and So European prisoners, in chaise of a whole-time Super- 
intendent, who is an officer of the Indian Medical Service. The 
piincipal industries carried on in it arc carpentry, wood-carving, coach- 
building, weaving, wheat-grinding, and printing. A considerable portion 
of the printing work for Government is carried out by the jail branch 
of the Government Press. 

The following are the chief educational institutions in Rangoon : 
the Rangoon College and Collegiate School, established in 1874, 
Education adniinistercd by the Educational Syndicate from 
1886, and placed in 1904 and 1902 respectively 
under the direct control of Government ; the Diocesan Boys' School, 
founded in 1864, for the education of Europeans : the Baptist College, 
opened in 1872 as a secondary school, and in 1894 affiliated to the 
Calcutta University; St. John’s College (S. P.G.), founded in 1864, 
.and affiliated as a high school to the Calcutta University ; St. John’s 
Convent School for girls, started in 1861 ; the Lutheran Mission School 
for Tamil children, opened in 1878 ; and St. Paul’s (Roman C.atholic 
boys’) school, opened in i86i. 

In 1903-4 there were 27 secondary schools, no primary schools, 
206 elementary (private) schools, and 19 training and special schools. 
The number of pupils in registered schools and in the two collegiate 
establishments was 8,031 in 1891, 13,514 in 1901, and 17,166 in 
1903-4 (including 4,123 females). The expenditure on education in 
1903-4 was borne as follows: Provincial funds, Rs. 90,700; municipal 
funds, Rs. 71,500; fees, Rs. 2,04,300; and subscriptions, Rs. 11,500. 

The chief epidemic and contagious diseases prevalent in the city 
are small-pox, cholera, and enteric fever. Small-pox appears to be intro- 
duced annu.ally from the neighbouring Districts, where it is always rife. 
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Cholera is endemic along the banks of the river and creeks, and is, no 
doubt, closely related to an impure drinking-water jiedical 
supply. Enteric fever occurs sporadically throughout ® ' 

the city and suburbs. It is probably due to defective drainage and 
defective water-connexions. Since 1905 plague has been epidemic. 

The most important medical institutions are the Rangoon General 
Hospital and the Dufferin Hospital, a new and handsome building 
recently erected in the north-west corner of the city. In connexion 
with the General Hospital, there are a contagious diseases hospital 
and an out-door dispensary at Pazundaung. A lunatic asylum is 
situated close to the Central jail, in charge of a commissioned Medical 
officer, and a leper asylum is maintained outside the city. 

[Capt. M. Lloyd, District Gazetteer (1868).] 

Rangoon River. — ^River of Burma on the left bank of which stands 
Rangoon city. It rises about 150 miles to the north-west of the city 
in Prdme District, not far from a piece of water known as the Inma 
Lake, through tvhich it flows, and pursues a south-easterly course down 
the centre of the narrow strip of lowland in Prome, Tharrawaddy, and 
Hanthawaddy Districts, which separates the Rangoon-Prome Railway 
from the channel of the Irrawaddy. In the north it is known as the 
Myilmaka, and is divided from the Irrawaddy by a low but fairly 
well-defined watershed. The Myitmaka is an important waterway in 
Tharrawaddy District, Fed by the streams from the Pegu Yoma in 
the east, it is the main outlet for the timber which is e.\tracted from the 
forests of this range. The most important village on its banks in this 
area is Sanyw'e, where there is a forest revenue station. Farther south 
the river is known as the Hlaing, and on this portion steam traffic of 
light draught is practicable. The Hlaing is connected by various side 
creeks with the Irrawaddy, the last of w'hich above Rangoon city is the 
Panhlaing, which joins it almost opposite the western suburb of Kem- 
mendine. From thence onwards the waterway is known as the Rangoon 
river. The stream, on which ocean steamers can ride at their moorings, 
separates the city proper and the cantonment of Rangoon from the 
dockyard suburb of Dala, w’hich lies on the right bank, close to the 
mouth of the Twante Canal. After skirting the western edge of 
Rangoon city, the river bends to the east and meets the waters of the 
Pazundaung creek and the Pegu River to the east of the city, imme- 
diately above a shoal known as the Hastings. Thence its course is 
south-easterly, and it flows eventually into the Gulf of Martaban be- 
tween Elephant Point and the Eastern Grove lighthouse. Ocean 
steamers can go up the river as far as Rangoon, but no higher, Skilled 
pilotage is required for the navigation of the 21 miles that lie betiveen 
Rangoon and the sea, but the difficulties of the river are not to be 
compared with those of the Hooghly. 



222 


JtAiYGPUR DISTRICT 


Rangpur District. — ]>istrict in llic Rajslialii Division of Eastern 
Bengal and Assam, lying between 25® 3' and 26“ rg' N. and 88® 44' 
and 89® 53' E., Avith an area of 3,493 square miles. It is bounded 
on the north by Jalpaiguri ] 3 istrict and the State of Cooch Behar; 
on the east by the Brahmaputra river, which separates it from Goalpara, 
the Garo Hills, and Mymensingh j on the south by Bogra ; and on the 
west by Dinajpur and Jalpaiguri. 

Rangpur is one vast alluvial plain, without natural elevations of any 
kind. Towards the east, the wide valley of the Brahmaputra is annually 


Physical 

aspects. 


laid under water during the rainy season; and the 
rem.ainder of the District is traversed by a network 
of streams, which frequently break through their 


sandy banks and plough for themselves ncAV channels over the fields. 


These river changes have left their traces in the numerous stagnant 
pools or marshes which dot the aa'IioIc face of the country, but do not 
spread into Avidc expanses as in the lower-delta. The general inclina- 
tion of the surface is from north-AA-esl to south-east, as indicated by the 
/low of the rivers- The Brah-maputra practically forms the eastern 
boundary for a distance of 80 miles, but some sand-flats on its farther 


bank also belong to Rangpur. 'riiough only skirting the eastern 
frontier, its mighty stream exercises a great influence over the District 
by the fertilizing efiect of its inundations, and also by its diluviating 
action. The principal tributaries of the Brahmaputra on its western 
bank, within Rangpur, are the Tista, Dharlit, Sankos, and Dudhkum5r. 
The Tista receives numerous small tributary streams from the north- 


west and throws off many offshoots, the most important of Avhich is 


the Ghaghiit, which meanders through the centre of the District for 


1 14 miles. The Ghaghat AA-as formerly an important branch of the 


Tista, and, previous to the change in the course of that riA-er in the 
eighteenth century, AA’as an important channel of communication, pass- 
ing by Rangpur town. I'he residents’ bungalows, the Company's 
factories, and the old capital, Mahiganj, stretched along its banks. 
The opening from the Tista has no\A’, hoAveA'er, nearly silted up, and 
the Ghaghat has deserted its old bed. 


The Kar.atoya, the most important river in the Avesl, forms for some 
distance the boundary with Dinajpur. In its course through Rangpur, 
it receives tAvo tributaries from the east, both of greater volume than 
itself, the Sarbamangala and Jabuneswari. The Dharla marks for a 
few miles the boundary AA'ith Cooch Behar, and then turns south 
and enters the District, Avhich It traverses in a tortuous south-easterly 
course for 55 miles before it falls into the Brahmaputra. The bed 
of this river is sandy and the current rapid, and numerous shalloAV and 
shifting sands render navigation extremely difficult. The only other 
rivers deserving mention are the Manas and Gujaria j but the District 
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is eveiywhere seamed by small streams and w’atercourscs, many of 
which are navigable by small craft in the rainy season. There are 
numerous stagnant marshes, some of them in inconvenient proximity 
to Rangpur town, forming a source of unhealthiness. These marshes 
are gradually silting up, a process which was accelerated, in some 
instances, by the upheaval of their beds during the earthquake of 1897. 

The surface is covered with alluvium, the soil being a mixture of clay 
and sand deposited by the great rivers which drain the Himalayan 
region. For the most part this is of the recent alluvial type known 
as pally but a strip of hard red clay in the south-west forms a con- 
tinuation of the Barind and contains nodules of kankar. This old 
alluvium is known as kheydr. 

AVhere the ground is not occupied by the usual crops of Northern 
Bengal, it is covered with abundant natural vegetation. Old river-beds, 
ponds and marshes, and streams with a sluggish current have a copious 
vegetation of ValUsneria and other plants. Land subject to inundation 
has usually a covering of Taniarix and reedy grasses; and in some 
parts, where the ground is more or less manshy, Rosa involucrata is 
plentiful. Few trees occur on these inundated lands ; the most plenti- 
ful and largest is Barringtonia acutangiila. The District contains no 
forests; and even on the higher ground the tree vegetation is sparse, 
the individuals rather stunted as a rule, and the greater portion of the 
surface is covered with grasses, the commonest of these being Imperata 
arundinacea and Atidropogon adculatus. Among the trees the most 
conspicuous are varieties of Ficus and the red cotton-tree {Bombax mala- 
bariatui). The sissu {Halbergia Sissoo), the mango, the areca palm 
{Areca Catechu), jack {Arfocaipus iutegrifolia), bamboo, plantain, 
species of Citrus, bahui {piitnusops Elengf), udgeswar {Mesua ferrea), 
and jam {Eugenia Jamboland) occur as planted or sometimes self-sown 
species. The villages are generally embedded in thickets or shrubberies 
of semi-spontaneous and more or less useful trees. The tejpat {Laurus 
Cassia) is groum for its aromatic leaves which are exported as a con- 
diment, and pineapples are common. 

Leopards and wild hog are still met wth, especially in the alluvial 
islands of the Brahmaputra ; but tigers, which were formerly numerous, 
have disappeared before the spread of cultivation. 

In the cold-season months northerly or north-easterly winds from 
the Himalayan region prevail, and the temperature is comparatively 
low, the mean minimum falling to 49® in January. The highest mean 
maximum temperature is 91® in April. Rainfall commences early, 
with 4 inches in April and ii in May, and is heavy, the average fall 
for the year being 82 inches, of which 19^- inches occur in June, 15 in 
July, 12 in August, 13 in September, and 5 in October. 

The earthquake of 1897 was vet)’ severely fell in Rangpur. Not 
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only did it destroy buildings and cause damage estimated at 30 lakhs, 
but by upheaving the beds of rivers it effected serious alterations in the 
drainage of the country. Rangpur town, for instance, was seriously 
affected by the raising of the beds of its drainage channels, and the 
public buildings and masonry houses were entirely or partially wrecked. 
Moreover, the earth opened in fissures, from which torrents of mud 
and water poured on to the fields, causing widespread destruction of 
the standing crops and rendering the lands uncullivable. Consider- 
able subsidences also occurred, especially in the neighbourhood of 
Gaibanda, where marshes were formed. 

The District is liable to inundation ; but no notable disaster has 
occurred since the great flood of 1787, which not only caused terrible 
loss of life and widespread destruction of crops, resulting in famine, 
but by forcing the Tista to change its course, completely alteied the 
hydrography of the District. In the same disastrous year a cyclone 
swept over the stricken country j hundreds of trees were blown down 
or torn up by the roots j the houses of the Europeans were almost all 
unroofed, and there was scarcely a thatched house left standing. 

According to the Mahabharata, Rangpur formed the western outpost 
of the ancient Hindu kingdom of Kamarfipa, or Pragjyotksha, which 
extended westwards as far as the Karatoya river. 

History. capital was generally much farther east; but 

the great Rajii Bhagadatta, whose defeat is recorded in the epic, is 
said to have built a country residence at Rangpur, which is locally 
interpreted to mean the ‘abode of pleasure.’ Local traditions have 
preserved the names of three dynasties that ruled over this tract of 
country prior to the fifteenth century. The earliest of these is 
associated with the name of Prithu Raja, the extensive ruins of wiiose 
capital are still pointed out at Bhitargarh in Jalpaigurl District. 
Ne.xt came a dynasty of four kings, whose family name of Pal recurs 
in other parts of Bengal and also in Assam ; and lastly a dynasty of 
three Khen kings — Niladhwaj, Chakradlnvaj, and Nilambar — the first 
of whom founded Kamatapur in Cooch Behar, Raja NilSmbar is 
said to have been a great monarch ; but about 1498 he came into 
collision with Ala-ud-din Husain, the Afghan king of Gaur, w’ho took 
his capital by stratagem, and carried him away prisoner in an iron 
cage. The Muhammadans, how'ever, did not retain their hold upon 
the countr)'. A period of anarchy ensued; among the w'ild tribes 
which then overran Rangpur, the Koch came to the front and their 
chief, Biswa Singh, founded the dynasty which still exiists in Coocn 
Behar, and of w'hich an account is given in the article on that State. 
As soon as the Mughal emperors had established their supremacy in 
Bengal, their viceroys began to push their north-eastern frontier across 
the Brahmaputra. By 1603 the Muhammadans were firmly established 
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at Rangamati in Goalpara; but Rangpur proper was not completely 
subjugated until 1661, though it had been nominally annexed to the 
Mughal empire in 1584. In the extreme north the Gooch Behar Rajas 
were able to offer such a resolute resistance that in 1711 they obtained 
a favourable compromise, in accordance with which they paid tribute 
as zamhidars for the parganas of Boda, Patgram, and Purbabhag, but 
retained their independence in Gooch Behar proper. 

When the East India Gompany acquired the financial administration 
of Bengal in 1765, the province of Rangpur, as it was then called, was 
a frontier tract bordering on Nepal, BhutSn, Assam, and Gooch Behar, 
and included the District of Rangamati, east of the Brahmaputra, as 
well as a great part of the present District of Jalpaiguri. Its enormous 
area, and the weakness of the administrative staff, prevented the Gol- 
lector from preserving order in the remote corners of his District, 
which thus became the secure refuges of banditti. The early records 
of Rangpur and the neighbouring parts of Bengal are full of complaints 
on this head, and of encounters between detachments of sepoys and 
armed bands of dacoits. In 1772 the banditti, reinforced by disbanded 
troops from the native armies, and by the peasants ruined in the famine 
of 1770, were plundering and burning villages in bodies of fifty thou- 
sand. A small British force sent against them received a check ; and 
in 1773 Gaptain Thomas, the leader of another party, was cut off, 
and four battalions had to be employed. In the year 1789 the Gollector 
conducted a regular campaign against these disturbers of the peace, 
who had fled to the great forest of Baikuntpur, now in JalpaigurT. 
There he blockaded them with a force of 200 barkandaz and compelled 
them to surrender, and no less than 549 robbers were brought to trial. 
At first the British continued the Muhammadan practice of farming out 
the land revenue to contractors ; but in 1783 the exactions of a notori- 
ous farmer, Raja Devi Singh of Dinajpur, drove the Rangpur cultivators 
into open rebellion, and the Government was induced to invite the 
zamtndars to enter into direct engagements for the revenue. 

In recent times Rangpur has had no history beyond the recital of 
administrative changes. The tract east of the Brahmaputra was formed 
into the District of Goalpara in 1822, and in 1826 was transferred to 
the province of Assam, 'fhree northern pargams now constitute part 
of the District of JalpaigurT, and a considerable area in the south has 
been transferred to Bogra. One largo estate, known as the Patiladaha 
estate, is situated partly in Rangpur and partly in Mymensingh District ; 
it pays revenue into the Rangpur treasury, but the greater portion is 
under the criminal supervision of the Magistrate of Mymensingh. 

On the east hank of the Karatoya at Kamatapur, about 30 miles 
south of Rangpur, are the ruins of an old fort, which according to 
tradition was built by Nilambar, the last and greatest of the Khen 
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Rajas. It is about three-quarters of a mile in diameter, and is enclosed 
by a lofty earthen rampart and moat. Close by is a dargah or Muham- 
madan shrine, which is said to have been erected over the staff of the 
Muhammadan saint Ismail GhazT, governor of Ghoraghat, who is famed 
for having forcibly converted the neighbouring zamtndars to Islam. A 
few miles south of Dimla are the remains of a fortified city, which retains 
the name of Dharma Pal. It is in the form of an irregular parallelo- 
gram, rather less than a mile from north to south and three-quarters of 
a mile from east to west, and is surrounded by raised ramparts of earth 
and ditches. Tradition connects these ruins with the Pal Rajas. A 
brick temple of Sarhamangala, 250 years old, stands 2-|- miles east of 
the Gobindganj police station ; the battles described in the Rama}'ana, 
Mahabharata, and other Hindu works are depicted on the walls. 

There has been no real increase in the population since 1872, and no 
other part of Bengal shows so little progress in this respect. Owing to the 
, prevalence of malarial fever, the inhabitants decreased 
* ‘ from 2,153,686 in 1872 to 2,097,964 in 1881, and to 
2,065,464 in 1891. Since tSqi the lost ground has been recovered, 
and though this is mainly due to immigration, there has undoubtedly 
been a great improvement in public health. The principal diseases are 
malarial fevers, small-pox, and cholera. Goitre and elephantiasis are 
also common. Insanity is prevalent, owing to the large proportion of 
persons of Koch origin who are especially subject to this indrmity. 

The chief statistics of the Census of 1901 are shown below: — 


Subdivision. 

§ 

Number of 

Population. 

Population per 
square mile. 

Percentage of 
variation in 
population be. 
tween 1891 
and 190 1. 

e 

Area in sq 
miles. 

Towns. 

Villages. 

Number 
persons ab 
read an 
write. 

Rangpur , 

1,141 

I 

1.897 

658,291 

w 

5 // 

+ 1.8 

l.o.l.'iS 

Nilphamari 

648 

,3 

370 

461,314 

712 

+ 3-0 

19, .361 

Kurigram . 

942 

I 

1.518 

514,391 

546 

+ 1'3 

15,011 

Gnibanda . 

762 

I 

1,417 

510,184 

683 

+ 12.2 

14,299 

District total 

.^.493 

6 

5,111 

00 

617 

+ 4-3 

73,824 


The principal towns are Rangpur and Saidpur. Thanks to its 
very fertile soil, Rangpur, in spite of its long-continued unhealthiness, 
has still a far denser population than most of the surrounding Districts. 
The only parts where there are less than 500 persons per square 
mile are the two unhealthy and ill-drained thdnas of Pirganj and 
Mitapukur in the south-central part of the District, and Alipur on 
the eastern boundar}', which includes in its area the bed and sandy 
islands of the Brahmaputra. The dense.st population is found in the 
north-west, in the Nilphamari subdhnsion, where jute cultivation and 
trade are carried on very extensively. The immigrants consist of 
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temporary labourers from Bihar and the United Provinces, and more 
permanent settlers from Dacca, Pabna, and Nadia. Tlie result of 
the large temporary immigration is a remarkable preponderance of the 
male population, tvhich exceeds the number of females by 8-5 per cent. 
The language spoken is the dialect of Bengali known as Rangpurl or 
Rajbansl. Muhammadans number 1,371,430, or nearly 64 per cent, 
of the total; and Hindus 776,646, or 36 per cent. The former are 
much the more prolific, and have steadily increased from 6t per cent, 
in r88i to their present proportion. 

The Aryan castes are very poorly represented. Nearly two-thirds of the 
Hindu population are Rajbansis, a caste of mixed origin, partly descended 
from Mongoloid Kochs, and partly of Dra vidian stock ; many Baishnabs 
have been recruited from this caste. Members of the great aboriginal 
castes of Eastern Bengal, Chandal and Kaibartta, are also numerous. Of 
the Musalmans, 92 per cent, call themselves Shaikhs and nearly all 
the rest Nasyas (converted Rajbansis); all arc probably descendants 
of converts from the aboriginal Hindu castes. Of the total populatioti, 
85 per cent, are supported by agriculture, 6 per cent, by industry, and 
I per cent, by one or other of the professions; while earthwork 
and general labour employ nearly 4 per cent. The proportion of 
agriculturists far exceeds the general average for Bengal, while the 
industrial population is only half. 

The Christians number 453, of whom 92 are native Christians, and 
are chiefly railway employes in Saidpur town, most of whom belong to 
the Anglican communion or the Roman Catholic Church. A Baptist 
mission at Rangpur has made some 60 converts, 

'I’he .soil is remarkably fertile, being generally a sandy loam deposited 
by the rivers when in flood. In the north there are extensive .sandy 
plains, the remains of old watercourses, especially of , . 
the numerous old beds of the 1 isla, admirably suited 
to the cultivation of tobacco, for which the District is noted. A strip 
of hard red clay in the west, which is part of the Barino, is favourable 
for the cultivation of fine qualitias of winter rice and sugar-cane. 

The chief agricultural statistics for 1903-4 are shown below, areas 
being in square miles : — 


\ 

SulKlivislon, 

Total. 

CiiUivntpd. 

.1 

Cultivable 

wa<ite. 

Knngpur 


76.1 

141 

Nilphninliri . 

648 

444 

9.4 

Kurigiani 

942 

404 

>.49 : 

G.'iibandn 

762 

,104 

94 1 

Total 


'. 9'5 

4«9 ! 

1 


No less than 1,222 square miles, or 64 per cent, of the net cultivated 
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area, are twice cropped. The principal staples are rice, jute, rape and 
mustard, and tobacco. By far the most extensive crop is rice, which 
occupies 88 per cent, of the net cropped area. More than three-quarters 
of the crop is harvested in the winter, and the rest in the autumn. The 
early rice is grown principally on high lands, but one variety thrives on 
low marshy soil. The light alluvial soils are admirably suited to jute 
cultivation, and Rangpur yields an eighth of the whole output of 
Bengal, being second only to Mymensingh. Tobacco, another speciality 
of the District, thrives best on the sandy lands along the banks of the 
Tista river. Rape and mustard are also grown largely in Rangpur, and 
are especially common on the islands in the Brahmaputra, Potatoes 
are coming into favour. 

During the past twenty years there has been a considerable spread 
of cultivation by the reclamation of waste and silted-up marshy lands, 
and there is now little room for further extension. The progress of jute 
caltivation has been extraorSnar}’, and to some extent this has been at 
the expense of rice. There is little or no irrigation, which is rendered 
unnecessary by the copious and regular rainfall. Owing to the fertility 
of the soil and the prosperitj' of the people, little use has been made of 
the Land Improvement and Agriculturists* Loans Acts ; but in 1897-8, 
a year of poor crops, Rs. 3,400 was advanced under the latter Act. 

The country-bred cattle are poor, and animals from Upper India 
are purchased in large numbers at the Darwtni fair. Buffaloes, though 
small, are largely reared and are exported iri considerable numbers to 
Assam. Very little pasturage is left except in the river islands, and it 
is difficult to feed the cattle, especially during the rains. 

Indigenous manufactures are insignificant and decaying. Cotton 
carpets and cloth, gunny cloth, and rough silk {endi) are woven on 
a small scale, and a few brass-ware and bell-metal 
coi^ml^fons. “tsnsils are manufactured. There are jute presses 
at Domar and Saidpur, and railway workshops 
at the latter place. 

The trade is now almost entirely carried by rail. The chief imports 
are cotton piece-goods, salt, kerosene oil, coal, and rice ; and the chief 
exports are jute, tobacco, mustard, unrefined .sugar, and rice. The 
centres of the jute e.xport business are Domar, Darwani, Saidpur, and 
Rangpur town. Tobacco is bought by the Arakanese and exported to 
Burma, where it is manufactured into cigars. Rice is imported chiefly 
from the neighbouring Districts of Dinajpur and Bogra, and exported 
to Calcutta ; coal is imported from Burdwan and Manbhum, and some 
tobacco goes to the neighbouring Districts ; but the rest of the trade 
is with Calcutta. The merchants are for the most part Europeans, 
Marwaris, and Sahas. The broker's are local Muhammadans, with 
a sprinkling of Rtljbansis. 
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Few Districts are better provided with railway communication, which 
has been rapidly extended within recent years. The northern branch 
of the Eastern Bengal Stale Railway intersects the west of the District 
from south to north. From the Parvatlpur station, on this line, the 
Assam line strikes eastward, passing through Rangpur town and 
crossing the Tista and Dharla rivers by large bridges. In igor this 
line had its terminus at Gitaldaha in Cooch Behar, but it has since 
been extended to Dhubri in Assam ; a branch line starts from the left 
bank of the Tista and runs to Kurigram. The Bengal-Duars Railway 
starts from the Lalmanir Hat station on the Assam line, and, after 
traversing the north of the District, meets the Eastern Bengal State 
Railway at Jalpaigurl. Finally, a branch line, called the Brahmaputra- 
Sultanpur Branch Railway, from the Eastern Bengal State Railway at 
Santahar traverses the Gaibanda subdivision to Phulcharl, on the right 
bank of the Brahmaputra. A new line from Kaunia to Bonarpara, on 
the Brahmaputra-Sultanpur Branch Railway, has been recently sanc- 
tioned. In 1903-4 the total length of roads was 2,477 miles, but of 
these only 14 miles ■were metalled. They are maintained by the District 
board, with occasional help from Provincial revenues for the upkeep 
of feeder roads for the railways. The principal roads are those to Bogra, 
Dinajpur, Jalpaigurl, Cooch Behar, Dhubri, Chilmari, and Phulcharl. 

The steamers of the India General and the Rivers Steam Navigation 
Companies, which ply up and down the Brahmaputra, stop at four 
stations within the District. The Tista and Dharla are navigable 
throughout the year, and most of the other rivers during the rainy 
season, by ordinary native trading boats and dug-outs. There are 
146 public ferries, yielding an income of Rs. 48,000 per annum to 
the District board, as well as numerous private ferries. 

The famine which followed the storm and cyclone of the disastrous 
year 1787 is said to have carried off one-sixth of the population. 
Since that dale no severe famine has visited the Dis- Famine 
trict, though in 1874 some relief was necessary. * 

For administrative purposes the District is divided into four sub- 
divisions, with head-quarters at Rangpur, Nilpiiamari, Kurigra.ai, 
and Gaibanda, The staff at head-quarters comprises, .... 
in addition to the Magistrate-Collector, four Deputy- mmistration. 
Magistrate-Collectors, while each of the other subdivisions is in charge 
of a Deputy-Magistrate-Collector. 

'Phere are in all 14 criminal courts (including those of honorary 
magistrates) and 9 civil courts : namely, those of the District and 
Sessions Judge, Subordinate Judge, and two Munsifs at Rangpur town, 
two at Kurigram, two at Gaifatinda, and two at Nilphamari. Offences 
against marriage and the abduction of girls are very common, and 
cases of arson and petty burglary arc also numerous. 
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The changes which have taken place in its boundaries render it 
difficult to trace the early revenue history of the present District. In 
1 740 the land revenue was 3-4 lakhs ; and by 1 764, the year preceding 
the British occupation, it had risen to 5-1 lakhs, the actual collections 
being 4.9 lakhs. In 1765, the first year of British administration, no 
less than 9-1 lakhs was realized. The revenues were then farmed, and 
it was not until 1778 that the camindSrs were admitted to settlement. 
The District tvas permanently settled in 1793 for S.z lakhs. 

The current land revenue demand for 1903-4 was lo-i lakhs, of 
which till but Rs. 4,000 was due from permanently settled estates. The 
increase since 2793 is due to the resumption and assessment of lands 
held free of revenue under invalid titles. At the time of the Permanent 
Settlement the District comprised only 75 estates ; these have increased 
to 659 by partitions, resumptions, and transfers from other DistricLs. 
The revenue is collected with extreme punctuality. Its incidence is 
light, as it is only equivalent to R. o-i 2-2 per cnltiv.ited acre, or to 
one-fifth of the zarn'indard rent-rolls. The jot (holding) is here occa- 
sionally a «ry big tenure, especially in the cast of the District, where 
the biggest jotdar has a rent-roll of Rs. 80,000. Oiutani is the name 
of an under-tenure subleased from a jotdar, the actual cultivator below 
the chmiftanidar being generally an adhiar, who pays half the crop as 
rent, hj’anrhakt is the name of a tenure granted for charitable or 
religious purposes at a quit-rent in perpetuity ; the majkuri is a similar 
tenure, but liable to enhancement of rent. The average rates of rent 
p.aid by actual cultivators to their immediate landlords vary from Rs. 3-6 
to Rs. 6 an acre ; higher rents are paid for good loam lands and lower 
for hard clays. The great majority of the lyots posse-ss occupancy 
rights, and the number who hold either at fixed rents or without a right 
of occupancy is very small. 

The following table shows the collections of land revenue and total 
revenue (jtrincipal heads only), in thousands of rupees 
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Outside the Rasgpur municipality local affairs are managed by 
the District board, with a local board at each of the subdivisions. 
In 2903-4 the income of the District board was Rs. 3,41,000, of 
which Rs. 1,23,000 was derived from rates : and the expenditure was 
Rs. 2,82,000, including Rs. 2,83,000 .spent on public works, and Rs. 
60,000 on education. 

The District contains j; thi/ms or police .stations and 9 outposts. 
In 1903 the force under the control of the District Superintendent 
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numbered 4 ins[>cclor}>, 44 sub-iii!>peclors, 34 bead constables, and 
3S7 constables. In addition, the village police numbered 441 dajffadars 
and 4,655 chaukldars. The District jail has acconimodation ibr 263 
prisoners, and the subsidiary jails at the subdivisional head-quarters 
for S 3 - _ , 

Eduaition is veiy backward, and in lyoi only 3-4 per cent, of the 
populalitm (6 males and 0-2 females) could read and write. A con- 
.siderablc advance has, however, been made in recent ycjirs, the total 
number of pupils under instruction having increased from about 17,000 
in 1SS3 to 22,875 in 1892-3 and to 31,001 in 1900-1, wJjtlc 37,576 
boys and 1,742 girls were at school in 1903-4, being respectively 22*2 
and i-i per cent, of those of school-going age. The number of educa- 
tional institutions, public and private, in that year was 1,227, including 
64 secondary and 1,131 primary schools. The expenditure on educa- 
tion was 2 lakhs, of which Rs. 22,000 was met from Provincial funds, 
Rs. 54,000 from District funds, Rs. 1,000 from municipal funds, and 
Rs. 95,000 from fees. 'J'he most important educational institution is 
the Icchnicjil school in Rangpur town. 

Rangpur is well provided with medical relief, as it contains 25 chari- 
table dispensaries, of which 7 have accommodation for loa in-jialicnls. 
'J'hc number of cases treated In 1903 comprised 1,257 in-palient.s and 
163,000 out-patients, and 3,411 operations were performed. ’Phe ex- 
penditure was Rs. 50,000, of which R.s. 8,000 was met from Government 
contributions, Rs. 6, coo from Local funds, Rs. 3,000 from municipal 
funds, and Rs. 12,000 from .subscriptions. 

^'^accination is compulsory only in Rangpur town. In the rest of 
the District 77,000 successfiil operations were performed in i903“4i 
representing 36 per 1,000 of the population. 

[Marlin, Eastern India, vol. iii (1838) ; Further Notes on the Ran^/>itr 
Records (Calcutta, 1876) ; and Sir W. W. Muntcr, Statistical Account of 
Iicnji,^al, vol. vii (1876).] 

Rangpur Subdivision. — Head-quarters subdivision of Rangpur 
DLtricl, Kastem Hcngal and Assam, lying between 25® 18' and 26® 
16' N. and 88® 56' and 89® 31' E., with an .irea of i,r.|i .square miles. 
The subdivi.sion is mainly an alluvial tract, drained on the extreme 
west by the Karatoyii and inlenscclcd by the Ghaghal, a smuU tortuous 
river, on cither side of which tire swamps and many channels clogged 
with vegetation. I’he population in lyoi was 658,291, compared with 
646,388 in 1891. It contains one toivn, Ra.vgi'UR (population, 15,960), 
the head-quarters, and 1,897 villages, and has a density of 577 persons 
per .square mile. The .subdivi.sion is unlicalthy, and two of its thSnas, 
^lahlganj and Miiapukur, have lost population since 1891 and still 
more since 1872. 

. Rangpur Town. — Heud-quarlcr.s of the District of the same name 
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in Eiislcrn Bengal and Assam, situated in 25“ 45' N. and 89® 15' E. 
Population (1901), 15,960. The name of Rangpur (the ‘abode of 
bliss ’) is said to be derived from the legend that Raja Bbagadatta, who 
took part in the war of llie Mababhanita, possessed a countrj’ residence 
here. Rangpur was captured by the Afghan king Ala-ud-din Husain, 
who ruled at Gaur from 1493 to 1519. It is an unhealthy place, and 
suffered severely in the earthquake of 1897, when nearly all its build- 
ings were wrecked. Rangpur was constituted a municipality in 1869. 
The municipal income during the decade ending 1901-2 averaged 
Rs. 31,000, and the expenditure Rs. 26,000. In 1903-4 the income 
was Rs. S 3 | 000 | which Rs. 9,000 was derived from a tax on persons 
(or property lax), Rs. 8,000 from a conservancy rale, and Rs. 9,000 
from a tax on vehicles \ tlie c.vpenditurc in the same year was Rs. 59,000. 
Two channels have been dug to drain the marshes in the neighbour- 
hood of the town, but one of them wiis rendered useless by the cartli- 
{juakc of 1897. The town contains the usual public offices. The 
Di.slrict jail has accommodation for 263 jirisoncrs. The jirincipal jail 
industries carried on arc oil-pressing, w/r^/-pounding, siring- and rope- 
making, bamboo and cane-work, cloth-weaving, carpentry, paddy-husking, 
and wheat and jiulse-grinding. The Rangpur District school was 
founded in 1832 by the local zamifidars, and was taken over by 
Government in 1862 ; there were 3S5 pupils in 1901. The Tajhat 
estate maintains a high school, for which a good building has recently 
been erected. A technical school, known as the Bayley-Gobind lAl 
Technical Institute, was founded in 1889, and is affiliated to the Sibpur 
Engineering College ; it has loi pupils on its rolls. 

Ranibagh. — ^^'^illage in the Outer Himalayas, NainI Tal District, 
United Provinces. See Kathgoda.m. 

Ranibennur Taluka.— South-easternmost Zd/t/ia of Dharwar Dis- 
trict, Bombay, lying between 14® 24' and 14® 48' N. and 75® 27' and 
75” 49^ E-, ■"'ith an area of 405 square miles. The population in 1901 
was 104,274, compared with 92,978 in 1891. The density, 257 persons 
per square mile, slightly exceeds the District average. There are three 
towns, RanIiiennur (population, 14,851), the head-quarters, Byadgi 
(6,659), and Tusiinkatti (6,341); and it6 villages. The demand 
for land revenue in 1903-4 was 1-78 lakhs, and for cesses Rs. 13,000. 
The country is generally flat, with a low range on the north and a grouij 
of hills in the east, and is well supplied with water. The prevailing 
soil is black in the low-lying iwts and red on the hills and ujilands. 
Important protective irrigation works have been constructed at Asundi 
and Medlcri. The capital outlay to the end of 1903—4 on these tanks 
was t-6 lakhs, and they supplied 341 acres in that year. 

Ranibennur Town. — Head-quarters of the of the same 

name in Dharwar District, Bombay, situated in 14° 37' N. and 75® 38' E., 
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’on the Southern Mahratta Railway, and on the road from Poona to 
Madras, Population (1901), i4»8si. A municipality was established 
in 1858, the average receipts during the decade ending 1901 being 
Rs. 7,900. In 1903-4 the income was Rs, 9,400. This is a thriving 
town, noted for the excellence of its silken and cotton fabrics, and 
having a considerable trade in raw cotton. In 1800, while in pursuit 
of the Maratha freebooter IDhundia Wagh, Colonel Wellesley (after- 
wards the Duke of Wellington), being fired on by the garrison, attacked 
and captured the town. In 1818 a party of General Munro’s force 
occupied Ranibennur. In February and August the local shepherds 
visit Choi Maradi, or ‘scorpion hill,’ 2 miles south of the town, to 
worship Bir Deo, an incarnation of Siva. While the god is present 
on the hill the scorpions, it is said, do not sling. The town contains 
a dispensary and 7 schools, including a municipal middle school. 

Ranigam. — Petty State in Kathiawar, Bombay. 

Raniganj. — Town in the Asansol subdivision of Burdwan District, 
Bengal, situated in 23“ 36' N. and 87° 6' E., on the north bank of 
the Damodar river. Population (1901), 15,841. The town, which has 
a station on the East Indian Railway and was the head-quarters of 
the subdivision until 1906, owes its importance to the development 
of the coal industry and is one of the busiest places in Bengal. Exten- 
sive potteries give emijloymcni to 1,500 hands, the value of the out-turn 
in 1903-4 being estimated at 6*45 lakhs. Paper-mills employ nearly 
800 hands, and 2,884 tons of paper valued at 8*65 lakhs were manu- 
factured in 1903-4 ; 3 oil-mills are also at work. There is a consider- 
able trade in rice and oil. Raniganj was constituted a municipality 
in 1876. The income during the decjide ending 1901-2 averaged 
Rs. 19,000, and the expenditure R.s. 16,000. In 1 903-4 the income was 
Rs. 22,000, of which Rs, 12,000 was derived from a tax on houses and 
lands; and the expenditure Avas Rs. 20,100. A Wesleyan Methodist 
mission maintains a leper asylum, an orphanage, and day schools. 

Ranijula. — Hill in the Jashpur State, Central Provinces, situated 
in 23** o' N. and 83® 36' E., rising to a height of 3,527 feet above 
sea-level. 

Ranikhet.— Military sanitarium in the District and iahsV of Al- 
mora. United Provinces, situated in 29® 38' N. and 79® 26' E., at the 
junction of cart-roads leading to the foot of the hills at Kathgodam (49 
miles) and Ramnagar(56 miles). Population in summer (igoo), 7,705, 
including 2,236 Europeans, and in Avinter (1901) 3,153. The canton- 
ment is situated on two ridges, Ranikhet proper, elevation 5,983 feet ; 
and Chaubattia, elevation 6,942 feet. It is occupied by British troops 
throughout the summer, and the accommodation is being enlarged. 
A dispensary is maintained here. It was at one time proposed to 
move the head-quarters of the Government of India from Simla to 
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Ranikhet. The income and expenditure of the cantonment fund 
averaged Rs. 21,000 during the ten years ending 1901. In 1903-4 
the income was Rs. 29,000 and the expenditure Rs. 33,000. An excel- 
lent system of water-works has recently been carried out. 

Ranipet Subdivision. — Subdivision of North Arcot District, 
Madras, consisting of the ialuks of Wai.ajapkt and Chandragiri and 
the zamtndari fahslls of ICalah.asti and Karvetn’agar. 

Ranipet Town (‘ queen's town '). — 'I'own in the Walajapet iahtk 
of North Arcot District, Madras, situated in 12® 56' N. and 79® 20' E., 
on the north bank of the Paliir river. Population (1901), 7,607. The 
place comprises the European quarters of Arcot, and is said to have 
been founded about the year 1713 by Saitdat-ullah Khiin, in honour 
of the youthful widow of Desing Rajii of Gingec, who committed sati 
when her husband was slain by Saadat-ullah’s forces. The place 
was of no importance till it became a Britisli cantonment, when it was 
made a large cavalry station and rapidly extended. It is now the 
head-quarters of the divisional officer. The Roman Catholics and 
the American Mission have churches in the town. 'J'hcre is a large 
dispensary ; and every I'rlday a fair is held on the old parade ground 
north of the town, where a larger number of cattle arc sold than in 
any other market in the District The Naulakh Biigh or * nine-lakh 
garden ’ of mangoes and other trees, planted by one of the earlj' 
NawSbs of Arcot, is near the town. 

R^nipura. — Petty State in MahI Kantha, Bombay. 

Rann of Catch. — Salt waste in Bombay. See Cutch, Rank of. 

Ranpur. — One of the Tributary States of Orissa, Bengal, lying 
between 19® 54' and 20® 12' N. and 85® 8' and 85® 28' E., with an 
area of 203 square miles. It is bounded on the north, east, and south 
by Purl District, and on the west by the State of Nayagarh, The 
south-west is a region of forest-clad and almost entirely uninhabited 
hills, which wall in its whole western side, except at a single point, 
where a pass leads into the adjoining Slate of Nayagarh. To ihc 
north and east there arc extensive fertile and populous valleys. The 
State claims to be the most ancient of all the Orissa Tributarj’ States*, 
and its long list of chiefs covers a period of over 3,600 years. It i.s the 
only State whose ruler refrains from pretensions to an Aryan ancestry ; 
and in 1814, in response to an inquiry addressed to all the chiefs, the 
Raja was not ashamed to own his Khond origin. The State yields an 
estimated revenue of Rs. 54,000, and pays a tribute of Rs. 1,401 to the 
British Government. The population increased from 40,115 in 1891 
to 46,075 in 1901. The number of villages is 261, and the density 
is 227 persons per square mile. Hindus number 45,762, by far the 
most numerous caste being the Ch^tas (14,000). The capital of the 
State is 14 miles from the Kalupara Ghat station of the East Coast 
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section of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, and about 10 miles from the 
Madras trunk road, with which it is connected by a feeder road partly 
bridged and metalled. The State maintains a middle English school, 
3 upper primary and 38 lower primary schools, and a dispensary. 

Ranpur. — ^Town in the Dhandhuka taluka of Ahmadabad Dis- 
trict, Bombay, situated in 22® 21' N. and 71® 43' E., on the north 
bank of the Bhadar river, at its conSuence with the Goma. Population 
(1901), 6,423. On the raised strip of land between the two rivers 
is an old fort, partly in ruins. Ranpur was founded about the 
beginning of the fourteenth century by Ranaji Gohil, a Rajput chief- 
tain, the ancestor of the Bhaunagar family. Here his father SekajT 
had settled, and named the place Sejakpur; but the son, having 
strengthened Sejakpur with a fort, called it Ranpur. Some time in 
the fifteenth century the ruling chief embraced the Muhammadan 
religion and founded the family of the present Ranpur Molesalams. 
About 1640 Azam Khan built the fort of Shahapur, whose ruins still 
ornament the town. In the eighteenth century Ranpur passed to the 
Gaikwar, and from him to the British in 1802. Ranpur is a station 
on the Bhavnagar-Gondal Railway. The municipality, established in 
1889, had an average income during the decade ending 1901 of about 
Rs. 6,000. In 1903-4 the income amounted to R.s. 6,800. The town 
contains a dispensary and three schools, of which one is an English 
middle school with 33 pupils, and two are vernacular, one for boys and 
one for girls, attended respectively by 317 and 125 pupils. 

Ranthambhor {Ranastambhapura, or ‘the place of the pillar of 
war ’). — Famous fort in the Sawai Madhopur nizamat in the south-east 
corner of the State of Jaipur, Rajputana, situated in 26® 2' N. and 
76® 28' E., on an isolated rock 1,578 feet above sea-level, and sur- 
rounded by a massive wall strengthened by towers and bastions. 
Within the enclosure are the remains of a palace, a mosque with the 
tomb of a Muhammadan saint, and barracks for the garrison. The 
place is said to have been held by a branch of the Jadon Rajputs 
till they were expelled by the famous Prithwl Raj in the twelfth century, 
when the Chauhan Rajputs took possession. Altamsh, the third king 
of the Slave dynasty, seized the fort in 1226, but held it only for a 
time. In 1290 or 1291 Jalal-ud-dln Khilji, and in X300 an army sent 
by Al5-ud-dln, both besieged the place without success. Ala-ud-din 
then proceeded in person against the fort, and eventually took it in 
1301, putting the Raja, Hamir Deo Chauhan, and the garrison to 
the sword. It was subsequently wrested from the sovereign of Delhi, 
perhaps during the distractions consequent on the invasion of Timur 
at the close of the fourteenth century, and in 1516 is mentioned 
as belonging to Malwa. Shortly afterwards it was taken by Rana 
Sangram Singh of Mewar, but it was made over to the emperor Babar 
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in 1528. About twent}'-five years later its Musalmfin governor sur- 
rendered it to the chief of Bimdi, and it passed into the possession 
of Akbar about 1569. Accounts differ as to the manner in which this 
came about. According to the Musalman historians, the emperor 
besieged it in person and took it in a month ; but the Bundi bards say 
that the siege was ineffectual, and that he obtained by stratagem what 
he had failed to secure by force of arms. In Akbar's reign Rantham- 
bhor became the first sarkar or division in the province of Ajmer, and 
consisted of no less than eightj'-three maJtah or fiefs, in which were 
included not only Kotah and Bundi and their dependencies, but most 
of the territory now constituting the State of Jaipur. On the decay 
of the Mughal empire, towards the end of the seventeenth centur)’f 
the fort was made over by its governor to the Jaipur chief, to whom it 
now’ belongs. 

Rapr!. — Village in the Sbikohabad tahiil of Mainpuri District, 
United Provinces, situated in 26® 58' N. and 78® 36' E., in the Jumna 
ravines, 44 miles south-west of Mainpuri tow’n. Population (1901), 
900. The importance of Raprl lies in its past historj’. Local tradi- 
tion ascribes its foundation to Rao Zorawar Sen, also known as Rapar 
Sen, whose descendant fell in battle against Muhammad Ghorl in 
A,D. 1194. Mosques, tombs, wells, and reservoirs mark its former 
greatness ; and several inscriptions found among the ruins have thrown 
much light on the local history. The most important of these dates 
from the reign of Ala-ud-din Khiljl. Many buildings were erected 
by Sher Shah and Jahangir ; and traces of the gate of one of the royal 
residences still exist, indicating that Raprl must at one time have been 
a large and prosperous to^vn. Raprl has always been important as 
commanding one of the crossings of the Jumna ; and a bridge of boats 
is maintained here, forming one of the main routes to the cattle fair at 
Batesar in Agra District, which is one of the largest in the United 
Provinces. 

RaptI [identified by Ivassen with the Solomatis of Arrian = Skt. 
Saravati ; by Pargiter w’ith the Sadanlra (‘ever-flowing’) of the epics; 
also called Iravafi (‘refreshing’)]- — River w’hich rises in the lower 
ranges of Nepal (27® 49' N., 82° 44' E.), and joins the Gogra in 
Gorakhpur District of the United Provinces. Its course is first .south 
and then north-west and wesl^ after rvhich it again turns south and 
crosses the border of Oudh in Bahraich District. It then flows south- 
east or south through Bahraich, Gonda, BastT, and Gorakhpur Dis- 
tricts, -with a total course of about 400 miles. Its rvide bed is confined 
within high banks, but the actual channel shifts considerably. Floods 
are not uncommon, but do little damage, if they subside in time for 
spring crops to be sorvn, as the silt deposited acts as a fertilizer. The 
feeders of this river are chiefly small rivers rising in the tarai north 
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of its course, the largest lieing the Dhamela, joined by the C»hfinghT, 
and the Rohini, in Gorakhpur. In Gondii and RastT an old bed of the 
river, called the BflrhT RaplT, some miles north of its present course, 
brings down a considerable amount of water in the rains. 'I'he 
Bakhika Lake in BastI District and the ChilQil lake in Gorakhpur 
drain into it. The Riipli is navigable for small boats as high as 
Bhinga in Bahraich, and for large boats to the town of Gorakhpur, 
which stands near its banks. Much timber and grain from Nepal and 
the British Districts which it traverses arc carried down into the Oogra, 
and thence into the Ganges ; hut the traffic has fallen off since the 
extension of the Bengal and North-Western Railway. The Rapt! 
is rarely used for Irrigation. 

Rapur. — in the south-west of Ncllore Di.strict, Madra.s, lying 
between 14® f and 14® 31' N. and 79® 21' .and 79® 51' E., with .an 
.area of 596 square miles. The iropulation in 1901 was 70,130, com- 
pared with 61,311 in 1.S91. The Ai/z/A* contains 112 vill.ages, of which 
R.apfir is the hc.id-quarlers. The demand on account of land revenue 
and cesses in 1903-4 amounted to Rs. 1,55,000. The Velikonda 
range forms the western boundarj’ ; and Bcnchalakonda (3,635 feet), 
one of the peaks in this, is the highest point in the District. There 
arc also some scattered hills. The Kandlcru and Venkalagiri rivers, 
which rise in the Velikondtis, drain the AFM’. 'I'he former runs 
through the centre and empties itself into the Kistnapatam backwater 
after passing through Gfldflr. It is navigable up to 25 miles from the 
sea at all seasons by boats dnawing not more than 4 or 5 feet. The 
possesses many ‘ rcser\*cd ’ forests, but they mostly contain very 
poor growth. The soil is black and loamy in parts, but there is much 
sterile stony land. Wells arc deep and costly, and irrigation is mostly 
from rain-fed tanks. The Tungabhadra-Penner irrigation project, 
which is now under investigation, would command a good deal of 
the A 7 M*. C/ifllam, nl^/, cambuy rice, tobacco, and chillies are the 
principal crop.s. 'Pimber and tanning and dyeing barks are the chief 
natuml products. 

Rarh. — Ancient name of a portion of Bengal, west of the Bhagl- 
rathi river. This was one of the four divisions created by king Ballfd 
Sen, the others being Barcndra between the Mahanand.a and Karatoya 
rivers, Biigri or South Bengal, and Banga or lilast Bengal. Rarh 
corrc.sponded roughly with the kingdom of Kakna Suvarna, and with 
the modern Districts of Burdwan, Bankuna, western Murshidfibiid, 
and Hooghly. 

Rasipur. — ^I’own in the District and taluk of Salem, ^[adras, 
situated in ii® 28' N. and 78® rr' E., in the fertile v.alley between 
the Bodamalais and the Kollainialais. Population (1901), tT,5r2. 
Silk and cotton cloths are extensively woven here, and largo iron 
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boilers for the manufacture of jaggery (coarse sugar) and brass and 
bell-metal vessels of all kinds are made. 

Rasra Tahsll. — Western tahsll of Ballia District, United Provinces, 
comprising the j>argams of Lakhnesar, Sikandarpur (West), Kopachit 
(West), and Bhadaon, and lying between 25° 46' and 26® ii' N. and 
83® 38' and 84® 3' E., with an area of 433 square miles. Population 
fell from 307,645 in 1891 to 288,226 in 1901, the decrease being the 
most considerable in the District. There are 697 villages and two 
towns, including Rasra (population, 9,896), the tahsll head-quarters. 
The demand for land revenue in 1903-4 was Rs. 1,97,000, and for 
cesses Rs. 54,000. 'I'he density of population, 666 persons per square 
mile, is the lowest in the District The tahsll stretches from the Gogra 
on the north to the Chhoti Sarju on the south, and is also drained by 
the Budhi or Lakhra, a small .stream. Sugar-cane and rice are more 
largely grown here than in other parts of the District The area under 
cultivation in 1903-4 was 270 square miles, of which 167 were irrigated. 
Wells supply about four-fifths of the irrigated area, and tanks and 
streams most of the remainder. 

Rasra. Town. — Head-quarters of the tahsll of the same name in 
Balliil District, United Provinces, situated in 25*51' N. and 83®52'E., 
on the Bengal and North-Western Railway. Population (1901), 9,896. 
Rasra is a thrmng, well-Iaid-out town, and is commercially the most 
important place in the District. It is the head-quarters of the Sengar 
Rajputs, and contains a latge tank surrounded by a grove sacred to 
Nftth Baba, their patron saint. Near the tank are some scores of 
earthen mounds which are memorials of satis. Rasra is administered 
under Act XX of 1856, with an income of about Rs. 2,400. Sugar, 
hides, and carbonate of soda are exported, and cotton cloth, iron, 
and spices are imported for local distribution. During the rains a 
good deal of traffic passes by the Chhoti Sarju. The town contains 
a dispensaiy, and a school with about 80 pupils. 

Ratangarh. — Head-quarters of a tahsll of the same name in the 
Sfljangarh nizamat of the State of Bikaner, Rajputana, situated in 
28® 5' N. and 74® 37' E., about 80 miles almost due east of Bikaner 
city, and 10 miles from the Shekhawati border. Population (1901), 
11,744. The town was founded on the site of a village named Kolasar 
by Maharaja Sfirat Singh at the end of the eighteenth century, and was 
improved by his successor, Ratan Singh, who gave it his name. It is 
surrounded by a stone wall and possesses a small fort, a neatly laid out 
and broad bazar, some fine houses (the property of wealthy Afahajans), 
a. combined post and telegraph office, a vernacular school attended 
by 70 boys, and a hospital with accommodation for 7 in-patients. 

Ratanmal . — Thakurdt in the Bhopawar Agencv, Central India. 

-Ratanpur. — ^Town in the District and tahsll of Bilaspur, Central 
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Provinces, situated in 22® 17' N. and 82° ii'E., 16 miles north of 
Bilaspur town by road. It lies in a hollow below some hills. Popula- 
tion (1901), 5,479. Ratanpur wjis for many centuries the capital of 
Chhatilsgarii under the Haihaivansi dynasty, its foundation being 
n.ssigncd to king Ratnadeva in the tenth century. Ruins cover about 
15. square miles, consisting of numerous tanks and temples scattered 
among groves of mango-trees. There are about 300 tanks, most of 
them very small, and filled with stagnant, greenish water, and several 
hundred temples, none of which, however, possesses any archaeological 
importance. Many sati monuments to the queens of the Haihaivansi 
dynasty also remain. Ratanpur is a decaying town, the proximity of 
Bilaspur having deprived it of any commercial importance. It pos- 
sesses a certain amount of trade in lac, and vessels of bell-metal and 
glass bangles are manufactured. Its distinctive element is a large 
section of lettered Brahmans, the hereditary holders of rent-free 
villages, who are the interpreters of the snered writings and the 
ministers of religious ceremonies for a great portion of Chliattisgarh. 
The climate is unhealthy, and the inhabitants are afilicted with goitre 
and other swellings on the body. The town contains a vernacular 
middle school, with branch schools. 

Rat 3 .npur Dhamanka. —Petty State in Katiiiawak, Bombay. 

Ratesh. — A fief of the Kconthal .State, Punjab, situated in 31® 3' N. 
and 77° 25' E., with an area of 12 square mile.s*. The population in 
1901 was 449, and the revenue is about Rs. 625. The present chief, 
'J'hakur Hira Singh, exercises full powers, but sentences of death 
require the confirmation of the Superintendent, Simla Hill States. 

Rath Tahsll. — North-western ia/isJf of Hamfrpur District, United 
Provinces, comprising the par^anas of Jalali)ur and Riilh, and lying 
between 25° 28' and 25® 56' N. and 79® 21' and 79® 55' E., with an 
urea of 574 square miles. Population fell from 126,920 in 1891 to 
125,731 in 1901, the decrease being the smallest in the District. 
There arc 179 villages and one town, Rath (population, ii,<}24), the 
fahsif head-quarters. 'I'hc demand for land revenue in 1904-5 was 
Ks. 2,64,000, and for cesses Rs. 4.1,000. 'Fhe density of population, 
219 persons per square mile, is the highest in the District. The tahsU 
is enclosed on the west by the Dhasan, on the north by the BetwS, and 
on the Ciist by the Birma. The centre contains rich black soil j but 
the north-east includes some of the poorest land in the District, and 
ravines occupy a large area. In 1903-4 only 2 square miles were 
irrigated, out of 329 squ.ire miles under cultivation. It is proposed to 
irrigate this tafis'i! by a canal from the Dhasan, 

Rath Town.— Head-quarters of the taMi of the same name in 
Hamlrpur District, United Provinces, situated in 25® 36' N. and 
79® 34' E., 50 miles .south-west of Hamirpur Unvn. Population (i yoi), 
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11,424. The early history of the place is uncertain. It stands on 
n site tvhich is evidently of great antiquity j but the Alusahiiaiis who- 
occupied it early destroyed most of the Hindu buildings. Kath con- 
tains several mosciues, temples, and tanks adorned with c.\tcnslvc 
the finest lake being called Sagar Tal. There are ruins of two 
Musalinan tombs which were built, probably about the fourteenth 
century, from fragments of Hindu temples, and also remains of two 
forts built by Bundelfi chiefs late in the eighteenth centur}’. The town 
is administered under Act XX of 1B56, with an income of about 
Rs. 5,000. It is the most important mart in the District, and deals 
in grain, cotton, and sugar. There arc small industries in weaving, 
dyeing, and saltpetre manufacture: but trade is decreasing. The 
town contains a branch of the American Mission, a dispensary, and a 
school with 189 pupils. 

Rathedaung — 'I’ownship of Afcyub District, Lower Burma, lying 
between 20® 15' and 21® 27' N. and 92® 25' and 92® 52' E., with an 
area of 1,269 square miles. The population was 92,933 in 1S91, and 
113,098 in 1901. It comprises the whole of the valley of the Mayu 
river, lies for the most ])art low, and is the most populous and growing 
townshi]) in the District. There arc 545 villages j and the head-quarters 
arc at Rathedaung (poi>ulation, 1,189), on the eastern bank of the 
Mayu river. 'I’hc area cultivated in 1903-4 was 237 square miles, 
paying Rs. 3,67,000 land revenue. 'I'he lownshij) was split up in 1906 
into Rathedaung and Butiiioauxo. The reduced charge has an area 
of 506 square miles and a population (1901) of 53,332. 

RatlSm State . — A mediatized State in the Malwa Agency of 
Central India, 'fhe territory, which lies between 23® 6 ' and 23® 33' N. 
and 74® 31' and 75° 17' E., is inextricably intermingled with that of 
SAU.ANA, and boundaries arc in consequence not clearly definable. 
Generally speaking, the State touches the territories of Jaora and 
Partabgarh (in Rajputana) on the north ; Gtvalior on the cast ; Dhar 
and Kushalgarh (in Rajputana) and parts of Indore on the south ; and 
Kushalgarh and Banswara (in Rajputana) on the west. It has an area 
of go2 square miles, of which 501 have been alienated in Jagtrs and 
other grants, only 40X square miles, or 44 per cent., being khSlsa or 
directly held by the State. Besides this, 60 villages, with an approxi- 
mate area of 228 square miles, are held by the Rao of Kushalgarh in 
Rajputana, for which a iattka of Rs. 600 is paid to the Ratlam Darbar. 

The name is popularly said to be derived from that of Ratan Singh, 
the founder. This is, however, a mistake, as Ratlam was already in 
existence before Ratan Singh obtained it, and is mentioned by Abul 
Fazl in the Aitt-i-Akhart as one of the mahals in the Ujjatii sarkar 
of the Malwa Sfibali. 

The Slate lies geologically in tire Deccan trap area, and the soil 
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is formed chiefly of the cunstiluenls common to this formation, basalt 
predominating, together willi the black soil which always accompanies 
it. All outcrop of Vindhyan sandstone occurs close to Ratlam town, 
and is quarried for building jjurposcs. 

'I’he Rajas are Rathor Rajputs of the Jodhpur house, being descended 
from Raja Udai Singh (1584-95), one of whose great-grandsons, Ralan 
Singh, founded the house of Ratlam. The date of Ratan Singh’s 
birth is uncertain, but occurred about 16 iS. The popular tradition 
which accounts for the rise in favour of Ratan Singh with the emperor 
Shah Jahan tells how, when armed only with a /ca/ar (dagger), he 
encountered and slew an infuriated elephant which was causing havoc 
in the streets of Delhi. This deed was witnessed by the emperor, who, 
in reward, granted Ratan Singh a Jagir worth 53 lakhs. In sober fact, 
however, this jagJr appears to have been awarded for good service 
against the Usbegs at Kandahar and the Persians in Khorasan in 
1651-2. Ratan Singh was at the same time made a commander of 
3,000, and granted the usual insignia of royalty and title of Maharaja. 
About six years after assuming charge of the jagir, he was called upon 
to join Raja Jaswant Singh of Jodlqiur, who ivas marching to oppose 
Aurangzeb and Murad. In the battle fought at Dharmatpur close to 
Ujjain, in 1658, Ratan Singli was killed. Dharmatpur has since been 
known as Fatchabad, and is now a junction on the Rajputana-Malwa 
Railway. Ratan Singh’s cenotaph stands near the village. As a lesult 
of this action, the fortunes of the family declined and they lost much 
territory. Aliout the end of the reign of Raja Chhaiarsal, one of the 
sons of Ratan Singh, the State became split up into three portions. 
Kesho Das, a nephew of Chhatarsal, obtained possession of STta.mau, 
Chhalarsal’s eldest son Kesil Singh succeeding to Ratlam, and Pratap 
Singh, a younger son of Chhatarsal, obtaining Raoli. Dissensions 
arising later on, the emperor intervened and iiplicid the claim of Man 
Singh, Kesri Singh’s son, to the Stale. Man Singh then conferred the 
/agir of Raoti on his brother jai Singh, who founded the Sailax.v 
Slate. In the eighteenth century the country was overrun by the 
Maralhas, and Raja Padam Singh became Iribiilary to Sindhia. 
Further incursions by Jaswant Rao Holkar made punctual payment 
of Sindhia’s tribute impossible, and Bapu Sindhia, who had been sent 
to enforce its payment, ravaged the Stale. Raja Parvat Singh, driven 
to desperation, determined to resort to arms, and inflicted a severe 
defeat on Sindhia. Subsequent bloodshed was averted by the inter- 
vention of Sir John Malcolm, who in 1819 mediated on behalf of the 
Stale, and guaranteed the payment of the Iriliule of Rs. 46,000 due to 
Sindhia, on which that chief agreed not to interfcic in .any way with 
the internal management of Ratlam. This Iriljute is now paid to the 
British Government under the treaty made ailli Sindhia in i860. Raja 
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Balwant Singli was on Ihc s^addt during the Mutiny, when he rendered 
conspicuous services, in recognition of which his successor received 
a k/it 7 (if and the thanks of Government. The late chief, Ranjit Singh, 
succeeded in 1S64 as a minor, the State remaining under superinten- 
dence till 1880. By careful management the 10 lakhs of debt with 
'which the State had been burdened was paid off, and 6 lakhs in 
addition was spent in improvements. In 1864 an arrangement was 
made for the cession, free of compensation, of all land required by 
railways. In 18S1 all transit dues on salt were abolished by Raja 
Ranjit Singh, compensation to the c.vtcnt of Rs. 1,000 per annum being 
allowed ; and in 1 885 the chief abolished all remaining transit dues, 
except those on opium. By an arrangement made in 18S7 regarding 
the collection of customs in Sailana, the Ratkam Darbfir, in considera- 
tion of the payment of a fixed sum yearly, waived its right to levy the 
dues in Sailana territory. Raja Ranjit Singh was created a K.C.I.E. 
in 1S87, and died in 1893, when his son, the present chief, Riija 
Sajjan Singh, succeeded. He was educated at the Daly College at 
Indore, and in 1903 joined the Imperial Cadet Corps. The State 
remained under management till 1898. The chief has the titles of 
His Highness and Rilja, and receives a salute of ii guns. 

The population of the State was: (1881) 87,314, (1891) 89,160, and 
(1901) 83,773. It contains one town, Ratl.^m (population, 36,321), the 
capital; and 206 villages. Hindus number 52,288, or 62 per cent. ; 
Animists (chiefly Bhils), 14,002, or 16 per cent. ; Musahnans, 10,693, 
or r2 per cent. ; and Jains, 6,452. 7 'hc total population has decreased 
by 6 per cent, during the last decade, w'hile the rural population has 
decreased by 17-6 per cent., owing to the effects of famine. The 
density of jiopulation, excluding the town of Ratlam, is 54 persons per 
square mile. Tlie principal dialect is Malwl (or RangrI), spoken by 
70 per cent, of the population. About 40 per cent, of the total are 
supported by agriculture and 12 per cent, by general labour. The 
Canadian Presbyterian Mission has a station in the capital. The 
State was attacked by plague in 1902, 1,849 deaths occurring in the 
town between November of that year and March, 1903. In 1904 there 
were 2,000 deaths from the same cause. 

The soil of the plateau portion of the State is mainly of the black 
cotton variety, and bears good crops. Of the total area, 182 square 
miles, or 20 per cent., are under cultivation, 11 square miles being 
irrigated ; 55 square miles, or 6 per cent., are under forest ; and 388 
square miles, or 43 per cent., cultivable but lying fallow ; the remainder 
is irreclaimable waste, 

AVheat occupies 54 square miles, or 24 per cent, of the total cropped 
axeaijowar, 46 square miles, or 21 per cent.; maize, 25 square miles, 
or II per cent.; gram, 23 square miles, or 10 per cent.; cotton, 
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23 square miles, or 10 per cent.; poppy, ii square miles, or 5 per 
cent. 

The chief trade routes are the Ratlam-Godhra branch of the Bom- 
bay, Baroda, and Central India Railway and the Eajputana-Mahva 
Railway. There are about 14 miles of metalled roads in and around 
Ratlam town. The other metalled roads in the State are 25 miles of 
the Mhow-Nimach road, and 8 miles of the Namli-Sailana road. 
British post offices are maintained at Ratlam town and railway station, 
and at Namli station, and a telegraph office at Ratlam, combined with 
the post office, as well as at all railway stations. 

The State is, for administrative purposes, divided into two talisils^ 
Ratlam and Bajna, each under a tahsildar. It is administered directly 
by the chief, assisted by the diwdn and the usual departmental officers. 
The chief has full powers in all civil and general administrative matters. 
In criminal cases his powers are those of a Sessions Court, subject to 
the proviso that all sentences involving death, transportation, or im- 
prisonment for life must be referred to the Agent to the Governor- 
General for confirmation. 

The normal revenue amounts to 5 lakhs, of which 2*9 lakhs is derived 
from land ; Rs. 67,000 from customs ; Rs. 34,300 from tribute paid by 
feudatory ihdkurs ; and Rs. 1,000 from compensation paid by the British 
Government for abolition of transit dues on salt. The income of 
alienated lands is 4*4 lakhs. The chief heads of expenditure are : 
charges in respect of land revenue, Rs. 42,500 ; chiefs establishment, 
Rs. 56,000 ; general administration, Rs. 65,600 ; police, Rs. 72,400; 
tribute to British Government, Rs. 42,700; public works, Rs. 20,000. 

Of the total area of the State, 456 square miles, or 51 per cent., 
have been alienated in ja^r holdings, which comprise 124 square 
miles, or 68 per cent, of the total cultivated area, but contribute only 
Rs. 34,300 towards the revenue. The incidence of the land revenue 
demand is Rs. 4-1 1-3 per acre of cultivated area, and R. i on the 
total area. Proprietary rights in land are not recognized. The system 
of farming villages previously in force throughout the State is now 
applied only to villages which cannot be managed directly owing to 
paucity of cultivators. An assessment by the plough (/w/) called 
Jidlbandi is made in the hilly tract. The revenue of khalsa lands is 
assessed according to the nature of the soil and its capability for being 
irrigated. 

The first settlement for revenue purposes was made in 1867 for ten 
years, the demand being 8-2 lakhs, and each village being regularly 
surveyed. In 1877 a fresh survey was made; the average rates per 
acre were Rs. 28 for irrigated and Rs. 3-13 for ‘dry’ land, showing 
an increase in the demand of 31 per cent, A third settlement was 
started in 1895, but was never completed. 
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'I’lie State has never had a silver coinage of its own, and before the 
introduction of the DritisU rupee as legal tender, in 1897, carried on 
its transactions in various loc«'d currencies, the commonesi being the 
Salim shahi rupee coined in Partabgarh (Rajputana). Copper has 
long been coined, and is still issued. 

The Stale army consists of a body of regular cavalry of 12 men, 
who form the chiePs personal guard, and of roo regular infantry 
(Jihmgas)i who furnish guards for the palace and oHices. About 100 
irregular cavalry and 115 irregular infantry act as police. There are 
5 serviceable guns, manned by 12 gunners. The regular police force 
consists of 235 men under a superintendent for the town, and 197 con- 
stables for rural areas. The head-quarters jail is in Ratlam town, while 
a local jail is maintained at Bajna. 

The first State school for boys was oi)encd in 1864. In 1870 a girls’ 
school was started, and in 1872 the Ratlam Central College. A hospital 
is kept up in Ratlam town and a dispensary at Bajna. Vaccination is 
regularly carried out. 

Ratlam Town. — Capital of the State of the same name in Central 
India, situated in 23“ 19' N. and 75® 3' E., 411 miles distant from 
Bombay. The town stands at an elevation of 1,577 feet above sea- 
level, and is clean and well laid out. It contains no buildings of 
any importance, the most imposing edifice being the RajiVs palace. 
A large number of Jain religious establishments {ihamik) evist in 
the place. Population has been: (i8Sr) 31,066,(1891) 29,822, and 
(igoi) 36,321. Hindus form Go per cent, of the total j MusalmSns, 
29 per cent. ; and Jains, 1 1 per cent. Christians number as many as 
282, owing to the presence of the Canadian Presbyterian Mission settle- 
ment. The addition of the population within railway limits increases 
the number of Christians to 429. Besides the Ccntnil College there 
arc 50 other educational establishments. Slate and private, in the 
town. The chief jmblic buildings are the British post and telegraph 
office, a bungalow, and u State guesthouse. 'I'hc lust building 
is situated in the centre of a public garden, where a small zoologiail 
collection is kept up. Ratlam i.s the junction for the Riijputana-Malwa 
Railway and the RatlSm-Baroda branch of the Bombay, Baroda, and 
Central India Railway. 

Ratnaglrl District. — A District in the Southern Division of the 
Bombay Presidency, lying between 15® 44' and 18® 4' N, and 73® 2' 
and 73® 57' E., with an area of 3,998 square miles. It is bounded 
on the north by the State of Janjira and Kolfiba District ; on the 
east by Satara District and the State of Kolhapur; on the south 
by the State of Sfivanlvadi and the Portuguese Possessions of Goa; 
and on the west by the Arabian Sea. 

Ratnagiri may be described generally as rocky and rugged. Near 
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the coast it consists of bare elevated plateaux, intersected by numerous 

creeks and navigable rivers, flowing between steep and lofty hills. 

These rivers have along their banks the chief seaports 

and almost all the fertile land of the District Ten aSects.^ 

miles or so inland the country becomes more open, 

but a little farther it is occupied by spurs of the Western Ghats. This 

range itself forms the continuous eastern boundary, running parallel to 

the coast, at distances varying from 30 to 45 miles. It varies in height 

from 2,000 to 3,000 feet, though some of the peaks attain an altitude 

of 4,000 feet. 

Both above and below the main range the massive basaltic rocks 
that crown the Western Ghats can, with little aid from art, be turned 


into nearly impregnable fortresses with a liberal supply of the finest 
water from the springs with which the hills abound. The hills are 
crossed by numerous passes, which, except the made roads, form the 
only means of communication with the Deccan. The crests of these 
passes command some of the most magnificent scenery in India. The 
lower hills arc for the most part bare. Those deserving mention are : 
beginning from the north, the hog-backed Mandangarh, a ruined fort 
in Dilpoli commanding a view of Mahabaleshwar ; south of this, also in 
Dapoli, Palgarh; farther south, in Khed, the three isolated hills of 
Mahipatgarh, Sumargarh, and Rasalgarh; i)asbing south to Lanja in 
Kajapur, Machal, a triangular hill, clo.se to the old fort of Vishalgarh, 
ends in a broad plateau fit for a sanitarium. 

'I’hc character of the streams that form the river system of Ratnagiri 


varies little. They rise in the main range, or in the spurs of the 
Western Ghats, and traversing the country along narrow deep-cut 
ravines enter the Arabian Sea after winding courses of seldom more 
than 40 miles. The general flow is from east to west, with sometimes 
a tendency to the south. The abruptness of their windings is a notable 
feature of the Ratnagiri rivers. Though of comparatively small size 
and volume and ill-suited for irrigation, they are of great local value, 
being navigable for 20 miles or more and having estuaries affording 


.safe anchorage for coasting craft. 

The sea-board, about 160 miles in length, from Bankol or tort 
Victoria to a point 2 miles south of Redi Fort, is almost uniformly 
rocky and dangerous. It consists of a scries of small bays and coves 
shut in between jutting headlands, and edged with sand of dazzling 
whiteness. At places the hills recede a little, leaving at their base 
a rich tract of rice-field.s, with generally a strip of coco-nut gardens 
between them and the beach. At intervals of about 10 miles, a river 


or bay opens, sufficiently large to form a secure harbour for native 
craft ; and the jjrumontorics at the river mouths are almost invariably 
crowned with the ruins of an old fori. At Suvarndrug and Malvan 
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rocky islands stand out from the mainland, still preserving the remains 
of strong Maratha fortifications. The larger rivers and creeks have 
deep water for 20 or 30 miles from the coast; and many. of the most 
important towns are situated at their farthest navigable point, for in so 
rough a country the rivers form the best highways of trade. 

The District contains no natural lakes and but few artificial reservoirs 
of any size, the most notable being those at Dhamapur, Varad, and 
Pendur in Malvan and at Chiplun in the Chiplun tahika. 

Katnagiri is occupied almost entirely by the basaltic formation of the 
Deccan trap overlaid with laterite, except in the southernmost portion 
near Malvan, where a substratum of gneiss and of Cuddapah beds 
appears from beneath the basalt and laterite. Tertiary beds containing 
fossil plants, the e.\act age of which is unknown, occur at Ratnagiri. 
The remarkably rectilinear sea-coast probably indicates a fault line of 
comparatively modern origin, and the numerous hot springs which 
occur in and along a line parallel with the coast may be connected with 
the formation of this fault. The line of springs runs half-iray between 
the Western Ghats and the sea, and seems to stretch both north and 
south of the District. There are similar springs near the towns of 
Rajapur, Khed, and Sangameshwar, and at the villages of Arvalli and 
Tural. The water of all of them seems strongly impregnated with 
sulphur. 

The chief trees of the District are teak, <rw, klnjal, catechu, shlsham 
{Dalbergia Sissoo), inana {Lagerstroemia lanceolata)^ taman {Lager- 
stroemia IHos Regittae), and bamboos. Casuarina has been planted in 
the Dapoli ialuka ; and plantations of this tree would probably thrive 
on the sandhills of the sea-board. From an economic point of view, 
the coco-nut palm is the most important tree in the District. 
Brahmans and Marathas either cultivate it themselves or rent it to 
Bhandaris to be tapped for /art. 

Game is scarce in Ratnagiri District. Tigers, satnhar deer, and 
bears are few, and have their haunts in the most inaccessible localities. 
Leopards are not uncommon ; wild hog are plentiful, but owing to the 
nature of the ground hunting tliem on horseback is impossible. Small 
deer, antelope, hares, jackals, and foxes abound. Monkeys of the 
langur species are to be seen about all towns and villages. The flying- 
fox (or fruit-bat) and musk-rat are common everywhere. The bears are 
the usual Indian black or sloth species ; they inhabit the upper slopes 
of the Ghats, living mostly on their favourite food, the fruit of the wild 
fig-tree. Wolves are unknown, but packs of rvild dogs have been seen. 
As regards its game-birds, Ratnagiri is an indifferent sporting country; 
partridges, grouse, and bustard are wanting, while quail are scarce. 
Duck, snipe, and plover are plentiful. Among birds of prey, the 
vulture, the falcon, the eagle, and the osprey are found. Owls are 
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common, as also swallows, kingfishers, and parakeets. Snakes are 
abundant, of both venomous and harmless kinds. The python is 
stated to measure 10 to 20 feet, but the species is only occasionally 
met with. The rock snake, dhaman {JPtyas micosKs), and the brown 
tree snake are general. The cobra {Naga tripudians) is frequently 
killed in human habitations. Owing to its nocturnal habits, it is not 
often seen by daylight. The fursa {ISchis caHnata\ identical with the 
kappa of Sind, is by far the most common of the venomous snakes 
found in the District, and is ver}’ dangerous. Ratnagiri is well supplied 
with sea-fish, and in a less degree with fresh-water fish. Sharks 
are numerous, and whales are sometimes seen off the sea-board. 
Sardine.s swarm on the coast at certain seasons in such abundance as 
to be used for manure. 

The climate of the District, though moist and relaxing, is on the 
whole healthy. Fifteen miles from the coast extremes of cold and heat 
are experienced. Dapoli is generally considered the healthiest station 
in the District, on account of its equable temperature, excellent 
drinking-water, and the fine open plain on which it stands. The mean 
annual temperature of Ratnagiri toum on the sea-coast is 83° and of 
Dapoli, 57 miles from the coast, 87®. At the former town the tem- 
perature falls as low as 61® in January, and reaches 93° in May. From 
Februarj' to the middle of May strong gusty winds blow from the 
north-west, which then give place to the south-west monsoon. 

The rainfall is abundant and comparatively regular. The south-west 
monsoon usually breaks on the coast early in June, and the rains 
continue to the middle or end of October. The fall of rain averages 
100 inches at Ratnagiri and is considerably greater inland than on the 
coast. The maximum is 166 inches in the Mandangarh petha^ and 
the minimum 95 inches in the Devgarh UVuka. The cj’clone of 1871 
swept up the coast Avith great violence and Avrecked numerous small 
native craft and a steamer, besides causing much damage to houses. 
Another very violent storm occurred in 1879, in Avhich 150 naliA’e 
vessels were wrecked, Avith a loss of over 200 lives and about 3 lakhs 
Avorth of cargo. 

The ChiplQn and Kol caves show that between 200 n.c. and a.i>. 50 
northern Ratnagiri had Buddhist settlements of some import.'ince. 
The country subsequently passed under several 
Hindu dynasties, of Avhom the Chiilukyas Averc the 
mo.st poAverful. In 1312 Ratnagiri Avas overrun by the Muhammadans, 
who established themselves at Dabholj but the rest of the country 
was practically unsubdued till 1470, when the Bahmani kings gained 
a complete ascendancy by the capture of Vishalgarh and Ooa. About 
1500 the whole of thulConkan south of the S.avilrl came under Bijapur 
rule; and, later, war Avith the Portuguese Avrought grievous loss to 
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Diihliol and other roast towns. The decline of the Portuguese power 
was accompanied by the rise of that of the Maraihas, who under 
SivajI established themselves in Ralnagirl (1^58-80), defeating the 
Bijapur armies, repelling the Mughals, and overcoming the SldTs and 
Portuguese. For some years after this the Sidfs held possession of 
part of the District. The successes of the pirate Kiinhojl Angria led 
to his appointment as admiral of the Manatha fleet, and obtaining p.irt 
of Ratn.agirl as his principality. In 1745 Tiilajl Angri.i, one of his 
illegitimate sons, succeeded to the lands between B.inkot and Savant- 
vadi, disavowed the PeshwH’s authority, and .seized and plundered all 
the ships he could master. 'Phe British, in conjunction with the 
Peshwa, in 1755 destroyed the piratical forts at .‘iiivarndrug. The 
following year, after the destriictioti of the whole of Angrifi's fleet, 
Vijayadrug was taken. For these scrvicc.s Bfinkol with nine villages 
was ceded to the British. In 1765 ^^alvan and Rcddi were reduced. 
The former was restored to the Raja of Kolluapur, and Rcddi was 
given to the chief of Savantvadi. 'Phe wars between Kolhapur and 
Sivantv.ndi, carried on for twenty-three years with var>'ing success, 
threw the country into great disorder, as Rich party in turn became 
supreme. They finally entered into agreements with the British 
(lovernmcnt, and ceded Mrilv.*in and Vcngurla, and arrangements were 
made for the ce-ssion of the Peshwa’s dominions in Ratnagiri. But 
war breaking out in 1817, the country was occupied by a military force, 
and the forts were speedily reduced. A small detachment was landed 
at Ratnagiri during the Mutiny, but no disturbance occurred. Since 
the third Burmese War, king Thtbaw has been detained there as 
a state prisoner. 

Ratnagiri contains many forts, some standing on islands, others on 
headlands and the banks of rivers, while inland natural positions of 
advantage have been strengthened. The age of most of the forts is 
hard to fix. Some of them, as Mandangarh, may be as old as the 
Christian era ; but of this the evidence is very’ slight. Many are said 
to have been built by Raja Bhoj of Panhala at the end of the twelfth 
century. But most arc supposed to be the work of the Bijiipur kings 
in the .sixteenth century, repaired and strengthened in the seven- 
teenth by Sivaji. Like those of the North Konknn, the Ratnagiri forts 
were neglected by the Peshwas. In 1818, except for the labour of 
bringing guns to bear on them, they were easily taken by the British. 
Nothing was done to destroy the fortifications. But except a few, all 
are now, from weather and the growth of creepers and wall trees, more 
or less ruined. There are .said to be 365 forts in the District. 

Ratnagiri also contains other Hindu and Mu.salmiin remains. The 
chief are the underground temple of Chandikahai ; an old shrine of 
Sangameshwar, which is locally believed to date from Parasu Rama’s 
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time; and Ihe mosque of niihhol, in a style similar to that of the 
Bijapur mosques. In Khiiiepatan is the only Jain temple found in 
the Southern Konkan. Copperplates of the Rashtrakiita dynasty were 
found here. In the temple in Sindhudrug fort near Malvan there is an 
effigy of Sivajf held in the greatest veneration. Prints of Sivaji’.s hands 
and feet which appear in the stone walls are held in reverence and 
protected by small temples. Monday is the chief day of SivajI’s 
worship, and the Kolhapur chief sends turbans and other presents. 

The Census of 1872 disclosed a total population of 1,019,136 
persons; that of 1881, 997,090; that of 1891, 

1,105,926; and that; of 1901, 1,167,927. opu a ion. 

The following table shows the distribution of population according 
to the Census of 1901 ; — 
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The principal towns are Malvan, Vengurla, Ratnagire (the head- 
quarters), and Chiplun. Marathi (including the Konkani dialect) is 
spoken by 99 per cent, of the population. Classified according to re- 
ligion, Hindus form 92 per cent, of the total and Musalmans 7 per cent. 

'Die Konkanasth or Chitpavan Brahmans (3 1,000) and the Karhadas 
(14,000) form the major portion of the Brahman population (68,000). 
The Chitpavans, so called from Chitapolan, the old name of Chiplun, 
are acute and intelligent, and ro.se to great prominence in the day.s of 
Marathii power, the Peshwa himself being a Chil]irivan Brahman. I'he 
Karhiidas are named after Karad in Salara District. VanTs (36,000) 
are the most numerous of the trading castes ; but the Bhatias, who have 
settled in the District within the last seventy yeans from Bombay and 
Cutch, are the most enterprising. Of husbandmen, the majority are 
Marathiis and Maratha Kunbis (287,000); .Shindes (13,000), who are 
descendants of Brahmans and female slaves; and Claudas (11,000), 
who seem to be a class of Marathas formerly holding the position of 
village headmen. 'I'he Bhanditris or palm-tappers (86,000) are chiefly 
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found along the coast. Thej* were formerly employed as fighting men, 
and arc referred to in the early records of the British in Bombay as 
‘ Bhandarcens.’ Of artisans, the chief are Tclis or oil-pressers (20,000), 
SiUars or carpenters (18,000), Sonars or goldsmiths (16,000), and 
Kumhars or potters (13,000). Gurav.s, wandering musicians (19,000), 
arc found throughout the District. Gaulis (15,000), arc cattle-hccpers, 
and Gabils (19,000) mostly sea-fishers and sailors. The other sailors 
and fishermen arc cither Muhammadans or Hindus of the Bhandari 
and KoU castes. They arc distinguished by their independent habits 
and character, and arc in better circumstances than the agricultural 
population. Chamlirs (12,000) arc shoemakers and saddlers. Raja- 
pur Chamars have a local reputation for their skill in making sandals. 
Mahiirs (90,000) are found throughout the District. Of the Muham- 
madans, the most noticeable arc those known in Bombay under the 
general name of Konkani Muhammadans, whose head-quarters are at 
Bunkot. 'i’hey hold a few rich villages on the Savitrl river, and .say 
that they arc descended from Arab settlers at D.'ibhol, Chaul, and 
other towns in the Konkan. Some of them can give particulars of 
tiie immigration of their forefatlicrs, and the features of many have 
a distinctly Arab cast. 

About 76 per cent, of the population arc supported by agriculture. 
The industrial classes, numbering in all 75,000, are mainly toddy- 
drawers (4,600), weavers (6,000), and fi.shcrmen including fish-dealers 
(44,000). Under British rule, the Southern Konkan has always been 
the great recruiting ground of the Bombay Presidency. To Ratnagiri’s 
clever, pushing upper classes, to its frugal, teachable middle cla.sses, 
and to its sober, sturdy, and orderly lower classes Bombay city owes 
many of its ablest officials and lawyers, its earliest and cleverest factory 
workers, its most useful soldiers and constab1c.s, and its cheapest and 
most trusty supply of unskilled labour. In 1872 Bombay city con- 
tained 71,000 persons bom in Ratnagiri District, while by 1901 the 
number had increased to 145,000. About the year 1864, before 
Bombay ofiered so large a market for labour, numbers went from 
Ratnagiri to Mauritius ; but this emigration has almost entirely ceased. 

Of the 4,929 native Christians enumerated in 1901, 4,232 ivere 
Roman Catholics, chiefly descended from the wholesale conversions 
made during the time of Portuguc.se domination. After the introduction 
of British rule the Scottish Missionary Society was the first to e-stabli-sh 
a mission, choosing Bankot as their station, to which they soon after 
added Harnai. In 1830 the mission head-quarters were moved to 
Poona, and in 1S34 the Ratnagiri mission was abandoned. About 
twenty-five years later the American Pre.sbyterian Board constituted 
Ratnagiri a station of the Kolhrqiur mission. At present Diipoli is the 
head-quarters of the Church of England ^lission, established in 1878, 
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which 'maintains two orphanages, one for boys with 25 inmates and one 
for girls with 14, a high school with 159 pupils, and a vernacular school 
with 23 pupils. It also manages two vernacular schools for girls with 
69 pupils. The American Presbyterian Mission, with its head-quarters 
at Ratnagiri, maintains five schools with 200 pupils, including one for 
girls, an orphanage containing 32 boys and 32 girls, and a home for 
destitute widows with 13 inmates. It opened a branch at Vengurla 
in I goo. A considerable number of native Christians are found in 
Harnai, Malvan, Vengurla, and other coast towns. 

Fertile land is found along the banks of the rivers or salt-water 
creeks in the neighbourhood of the sea ; but the soil is generally poor, 
consisting in great measure of a stiff ferruginous clay, y^gricuHure 
often mixed with gravel. Neither wheat nor cotton 
is grown. There are several coco-nut plantations in the District, and 
jfl!«-hemp is grown by the fishermen for net-making. The better kinds 
of rice land produce also second crops of some description of pulse or 
vegetable. By far the greater proportion of the food-crops consist of 
inferior coarse grains, such as harik^ ra^t\ and variy grown on varkas 
soil in the uplands. The varkas lands may be divided into the more 
level parts, wa/, where the plough can be used j and the steeper slopes, 
dongriy admitting only of cultivation by manual labour. The best of 
the poorer soils bear crops for five or six succe.ssive years, and then 
require a fallow of from three to twelve years. 

The District contains 521 square miles held on the ryohimri system; 
khoiSy who rent villages from Government, occupy 269 square miles, 
while indm and jaglr lands measure 367 square miles. The chief 
statistics of cultivation in 1 903-4 arc shown below, in square miles ; — 
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t Statistics arc available for only jj,io 8 square iojIcs of tins nren. Tlu> figures m tl>e 
tabic arc based on the latest information. 

Rice, almost entirely of the ‘sweet land’ variety, occupies about 
ago square miles. It is an important crop in the southern tdlukasy 
especially in Malvan. Next in importance come kodra^ and variy 
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occupying 48, 33, and si square miles rcspeclively. These grains are 
eaten by the poorer classes. Of pulses, which occupy 24 square miles, 
the chief is iu/M (r6 square miles), grown in the southern portion of 
the District, especially in Malvan. Oilseeds, chiefly niger-seed, occupy 
J2 square miles. Chillies are raised in small quantities as a ‘dry* 
season ’ crop. Sugar-cane is cultivated in all parts of the District, 
except Khed and Chiplun. or w«-hemp (3 square miles) occupies 
a considerable area, and is used chiefly for making flshing-ncts, twine, 
ropes, gunny, and paper. The remaining agricultural products of the 
District are coco-nuts and areca-nuts, both of which are exported in 
considerable quantities. 

Since iSr8 cxjjerimcnts have been undertaken with a view to intro- 
ducing the cultivation of cotton into the District, but without success. 
The only real improvement of late years has been the conversion of 
considerable areas of inferior soil into rice and garden land. Under 
the l^nd Improvement and Agriculturists* Jx}ans Acts over 1*5 lakhs 
has been advanced to cultivators since 1894-5. Of this sum, Rs. 
34,000 was lent in 1S96-7, Rs. 25,000 in 1899-1900, and Rs. 22,000 
in 1900-1. 

The pasturage of the District being poor and devoid of nutriment, 
the local breed of aittle is inferior. Sheep imported from the grazing 
grounds above the Gh.=it.s detcriomte rapidly, and -horses quickly lose 
condition. Goats, though of inferior breed, appear to thrive. The 
only imported breed of cows or buflaloes is from Jafarabad in South 
Kiithiawar. Sheep arc kept by butchers and goats by Brahmans for 
milk; no care is bestowed on their breeding. Donkeys are rarely 
kept by any but the vagrant tribes. 

Of the total cultivated area in 1903-4, only 15 square miles, or 
0'3 per cent., were irrigated, the areas from various sources being 
tanks 1 square mile, wells 7 square miles, and other sources 7 square 
miles. Of the irrigated area, nearly 5 square miles were under rice, 
Irrigation is chiefly from wells and watercourses, as the tidal influence 
passes so far inland as to make the rivers useless for irrigation. I'he 
District contains 6,501 wells and 43 tanks used for irrigation, No 
ponds or reservoirs are large enough to be used in watering fields, 
c.\ccpt a few in Malvan. 

In the early diiys of British occupation, the region round Bankot 
creek was clothed with fine tcakwood. Curved teak logs, known as 
*B.inkot knees,’ were largely e.\ported to Bombay; and from Bankot 
came most of the stout ribs and frameworks of the old Indian navy. 
The Mariitligs had shipbuilding yards at Malvan and Vijayadrug, and 
showed a prudent rcg.ird for forest prcser\-ation. After the transfer of 
the District from the Peshwa in 1818, culti\'ation greatly increased, and 
the larger part of the District was laid bare. In 1829 the forests were 
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left to the people for unrestricted use j and in consequence enormous 
quantities of timber were felled and dispatched to the Bombay market. 
The effect of this treatment has left Ratnagiri denuded of forest to 
the present day. The village groves along the coast are well supplied 
with mangOj oil-nut {Calophyllttm InophyUum\ and jack-trees. Active 
measures of late years have been adopted to preserve and extend the 
forest area. The District contains 19* square miles of forest, the whole 
of M'hich is ‘ reserved ’ and is in charge of the Revenue department. 
The Government Reserves are in the Dapoli, IChed, Rajapur, and 
Malvan talukas. The receipts in 1903-4 from the sale of teak and 
firewood in Ratnagiri District were Rs. 1,000, out of a total revenue 
of Rs. 1,200, 

According to a legend, the truth of which is rendered probable by 
the presence of quartz, gold used to be extracted near Phonda, at the 
foot of the Western Ghats. In the south very pure specular iron is 
associated in small quantities with the quartz rock. All the laterite of 
the District is charged with iron, though in proportions too small to 
make it worth smelting. Near Malvan iron is found in detached 
masses on the tops of hills. In former times the Malvan mines and 
those of Gothna, a village above the Ghats, were much worked ; and 
as late as 1844 the smelting of iron was carried on at Masura, Kalavali, 
Varangaon, and some other villages. 'Phe other mineral products arc 
talc, stone for road-metal, sand, clay, and lime. 

Agriculture is the chief industr)', but in a few towns and villages 
sCirls and coarse woollen blankets arc woven. In the town of Rajapur 
gulM {red powder) is made. In Vijayadrug, Dev- 
gath, and a fen- of the neighbouring villages bison 
horn is worked up into ornaments, while Ratnagiri 
town is celebrated for the inlaid furniture made at its school of industry. 
Two oil-presses, one at Chiplun and the other at Malvan, appear to 
work profitably. A few cups and bowls of soapstone are also made in 
the Malvan taluka. At Shiroda are 27 salt-works producing about 
56,000 maunds of salt. 

In the seventeenth century the pepper and cardamom trade brought 
English traders to Rajapur, and there was also some traffic in calico, 
silk, and grain. During the disorders of Marfiiha rule trade declined, 
and in 1819 there was very little except imports of salt and exports of 
grain. At present grain, cotton, and sugar arc brought down from 
beyond the Gh.its to the sea-coast for exportation by bullock-carts, 
which usually return with a freight of coco-nuts, salt, and dried fish. 
Steamers from Bombay call regularly at the ports in the fair season, 
bringing piece-goods and stores, and taking^ back coco-nuts, rice, and 
areca-nuls from Vengurla and Ratnagiri. The load .shipping traffic has 
* This figure is taken from the Forest Administration Report for 1903-^. 
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suffered through the competition of steamers j but a large trade is still 
carried on by this means with the Malabar coast, Cutch, Kathiawar, 
and Karachi. 

The Ratnagiri sea-board contains thirteen ports and harbours. They 
are of two classes : coast ports on sheltered bays and river mouths ; and 
inland ports up tidal creeks, generally at the point where navigation 
ceases. S^kot, Harnai, Det^rh, Dabhol, Sangamesh^^'ar, Ratnagiri, 
Rajapur, Malvan, and Vengurla are places of some trade and con- 
sequence j the rest are insignificant. The ports are grouped for 
customs purposes into seven divisions: Anjanvel, Bankot, Jaitapur, 
Malvan, Ratnagiri, Shiroda, and Vengurla. The total value of the 
sea-borne trade of the ports in the District amounted in 1876 to 23 
lakhs, of which g lakhs represented the exports and 14 lakhs the 
imports \ and in 1903-4 to 68 lakhs exports, and gg lakhs imports. 

In 1852 there were not even bullock-tracks from many villages to 
the nearest market towns, and the produce sent for sale was carried 
upon men’s heads. Of late years many improvements have been made. 
In 1903-4 there were 479 miles of metalled roads and 790 miles of 
unmetalled roads in the District. Of these, 394 miles of metalled 
road are maintained by the Public Works department, and the 
remainder by the local authorities. Avenues of trees are planted 
along 257 miles. The main road runs north and south, passing through 
the chief inland trade centres and crossing the different rivers above 
the limit of navigation. From it cart-roads lead to the four chief 
openings across the Ghats. During the fair season the District is 
served by steamers of the Bombay Steam Navigation Company, while 
in the monsoon communication is maintained via the Amba ghat and 
the Southern Mahratta Raih\-ay. 

Since the beginning of British rule there has been no year of distress 
so severe and general as to amount to famine. Of only two of the 
Famine older famines, those of 1790 and 1802-3, does any 
information remain. Both of these seem to have 
been felt all over the Konkan. In 1S24 a very light rainfall was 
followed by a complete failure of crops in high grounds and a partial 
failure in low rice lands. In 1876 an insufficient rainfall caused a 
serious loss of crops, but not actual famine. Public health was bad, 
and there was considerable distress, Rs. 77,000 being spent on relief 
works. An unusual demand for labour sprang up in and near Bombay 
city; and it was estimated that at least 150,000 (double the usual 
number) of the poorer workers moved to Bombay for part of the fair 
season, and returned with savings enough to last them till the next 
harvest. 

The District is subdivided into 9 talukas\ Vengurla, Malvan, 
Devgarh, Rajapur, Ratnagiri, Sangameshwar, Chiplun, Khed, 
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and Dapoli. Chiplfin includes the petty subdivision {petha) of 

Guhagar, and Dapoli that of Mandnngarh. The Collector usually 

has three Assistants, of whom one is a member of , , 

r /-«• '1 c* • Aammistration. 

the Indian Civil Service. 

: The District Judge, with whom are associated two Assistant Judges, 
sits at Ratnagiri, and is assisted by ten Subordinate Judges, of w’hom 
two sit at Ratnagiri, two at ChipiQn, and two at Rajapur. The Khed 
tahiha alone has no Subordinate Judge. Onginal civil suits are heard 
by the Subordinate Judges, and appellate jurisdiction is exercised by 
the District Judge and bis Assistants. There are 28 officers to ad- 
minister criminal justice in the District. Crime is remarkably light ; 
and such offences as occur are of a comparatively trifling nature and 
usually arise from disputes about land, which is verj' much subdivided 
and is eagerly sought after. 

In 1819 the South Konkan was formed into a separate District, 
with Bankot as its head-quarters, which in 1822 were removed to 
Ratnagiri, as being a more central and convenient place. In 1830 
the three ialukas north of BSnkot were transferred to the North 


Konkan, and Ratnagiri reduced to the rank of a sub-collectoratc. But 
in 1832 it was again made a District. 

The land tenures of Ratnagiri differ from those of the Presidency 
generally, in that there is a class of large landholders, called khots^ 
in the position of middlemen between Government and the actual 
cultivators. The majority of the villages in the District are held on 
the Jthoii tenure, under which the Mot makes himself responsible for 
the payment of the asse.ssment. The khoi is really a limited pro- 
prietor. He has the right to hold villages on payment in instalments 
of the lump assessment fixed by Government on all the village lands, 
the villages being liable to attachment if the amount is unpaid. He 
can lease lands in which there is no right of permanent occupancy on 
his own terms, and has a right to all lands lapsing by iibsence or 
failure of permanent occupants. The khot's tenants pay him such 
fixed amount, either in money or kind, as they may have agreed to 
pay ; and in cases of default the khoi receives assistance from Govern- 
ment in recovering such dues. Some of the khoti grants date back 
to the time of the Bijapur kings, and were made to Muhammadans, 
Marathas, and other Hindus alike. In 1829 the khois were well off, 
and many of them were men of capital, who laid out money in bring- 
ing new land under tillage. On the other hand, the tenants were 
deep in their debt, and wholly at their mercy; and the first efforts 
of Government were directed to ascertain the extent of the relative 
rights of khois and their tenants. In 1851 it was found that the 
tenants were extremely impoverished,’ having no motive to improve 
their lands, and that a labour tax was exacted from them. It was 
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decided to make a survey, record the rights of occupancy tenants, and 
obtain information upon ^vhich legislation could be based. The terms 
of the settlement were embodied in the Survey Act of 1865. The 
District was settled under its provisions against the strenuous opposition 
of the Mots ; and as money rates had been substituted for payments 
in kind, the change was also disliked by the people. In 1874 the 
discontent was so pronounced that a Commission was appointed to 
reinvestigate the subject and to endeavour to effect a compromise. 
A new settlement was carried out between 1877 and 1880 by personal 
inquiries before the whole of the assembled villagers. All extra cesses 
were abolished, and the relations between khot and tenant were placed 
upon a satisfactory footing. The Khoti Act (Bomba}') I of 1880 
legalized the settlements. Besides the kfiof tenures, three other special 
tenures are found in the District: sheri tkikans, or crown lands now 
leased for a term of thirty years; katuban lands, with fixed rent not 
liable to fluctuation; gairdasii lands, or lands formerly waste and 
unassessed but now leased unril the new settlement Considerable 
areas on the coast and along the banks of the larger creeks have been 
granted on reclamation leases. The rerision survey settlement has 
been introduced into five out of the nine ialukas, resulting in a decrease 
of nearly one per cent, in the revenue. The average rate per acre 
on * dry ’ lands is Rs. 1-3 for rabi and 3 annas for varhas, on rice land 
Rs. 3-9, and on garden land Rs. 6-5. 

Collections on account of land revenue and revenue from all sources 
have been, in thousands of rupees : — 



i88o-i. 

1890-1. 

I9OO-I. 

1903-4. 

Land revenue . 

Total revenue . 

9,73 

13.74 

9,01 

15.89 

9>39 

17.52 

9,ir 

27,57 


The District has four municipalities: namely, Vengurla, Rajapur, 
Ratkagiri, and Chipluk. Outside these, local affairs are managed 
by the District board and nine tSIuba boards. The total income of 
these boards is about lakhs, the chief source being the land cess. 
The expenditure includes Rs. 26,000 devoted to the construction and 
maintenance of roads and buildings. 

The District Superintendent of police is assisted by two inspectors. 
There are 15 police stations, with a total of 687 police, including 
12 chief constables, 137 head constables, and 538 constables. A 
special police officer resides at Ratnagiri in charge of the ex-king 
Thibaw of Burma. The District Jail at Ratnagiri has accommodation 
for 228 prisoners. In addition, there are ii subsidiary jails in the 
District, mth accommodation for 156 prisoners. The total number 
of prisoners in these jails in 1904 was r23, of whom 7 were female;;. 
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Ratnagiri stands tenth among the twetvty-four Districts of the 
Presidency in regard to the literacy of its population, of whom 5*2 per 
cent. (io-9 males and 0*3 females) could read and write in igoi. 
Education has made progress of late years. In 1855-6 there were 
only 20 schools attended by 2,403 pupils, The latter number rose 
to 9,585 in i88t, and to 20,937 in 1891, but fell to 19,733 in 1901. 
In 1903-4 there were in the District 484 schools attended by 22,855 
pupils, of whom 1,536 were girls. Of 296 institutions classed as public, 

2 are high schools, 13 middle schools, 278 primary schools, and 

3 special schools, namely 2 technical schools at Dapoli and Waknavli 
and the school of industry at Ratnagiri. Of these institutions, one 
is maintained by Government, r68 are managed by District and 21 
by municipal boards, 99 are aided and 7 unaided. The total expendi- 
ture on education in 1903—4 was 1-36 lakhs, of which Rs. 37,000 
was met by fees, and Rs- 1,900 by Local funds. Of the total, 63 per 
cent, was devoted to primary schools. 

The District contains one hospital, four dispensaries, one leper 
asylum, and five other private medical institutions, with accommodation 
for 148 in-patients. In 1904 the number of persons treated in these 
institutions was 36,500, of whom 483 were in-patients, and 1,104 
operations were performed. The total expenditure was Rs. 17,000, 
of which Rs. 6,800 was met from Local and municipal funds. The 
District has a lunatic asylum with in inmates in 1904. 

The number of persons successfully vaccinated in 1903-4 was 
27,363, representing a proportion of 23 per 1,000 of population, which 
is slightly below the average for the Presidency. 

[Sir J. M. Campbell, Gazetteer of the Bombay Rresidenqy^ vol. x (1880).] 

Ratnagiri Taluka. — Central tahika of Ratnagiri District, Bombay, 
lying between 15° 44' and 17® 17' N. and 73® 12' and 73® 33' E., 
with an area of 415 square miles. It contains one towm, Ratnagiri 
(population, 16,094), the Di.strict and taluka head-quarters ; and 147 
villages. The population in igoi was 147,182, compared with 136,840 
in 1891. The increase is normal; but the density, 355 persons per* 
square mile, largely exceeds the District average. The demand for 
land revenue in 1903-4 was Rs. 87,000, and for cesses Rs. 6,000. The 
coast-line is bold, and indented with numerous creeks. The climate 
is moist and relaxing, and the annual rainfall averages 96 inches. 
Alluvial deposits are found on the banks and at the estuaries of the 
creeks. The plateaux and hills consist entirely of laterite. 

Ratnagiri Totra.— Head-quarters of Ratnagiri District, Bombay, 
situated in r6® 59' N. and 73® 18' E., 136 miles south-by-east of 
Bombay city. Population (1901), 16,094. The town is open and 
faces the sea ; the fort stands on a rock between two small bays, but 
these afford neither shelter nor good anchorage, as they are completely 



RATNAGIRI TOWN 


258 

exposed and have a rocky bottom. With any breeze from the west, 
a heavy surf breaks on the bar, and boats can enter only at high tide. 
The present town consists of four originally distinct villages. In 1822, 
on the transfer of the District head-quarters from Bankot to Ratnagiri, 
the villages were merged in the town. One object of interest con- 
nected with Ratnagiri is the tdrli or sardine fisher)', which usually takes 
place in the months of January and Februar)’, when fleets of canoes 
may be seen engaged in this occupation. A single net-caster will fill 
his canoe in the course of a morning. The fishing-ground is just 
outside the breakers. The industry can be carried on only when the 
water is clear enough to admit of the fish being readily visible. ’ The 
salt-water creek to the south of the fort is practicable only for country 
craft of under 20 tons burden. The value of the trade of the Ratna- 
giri port in 1903-4 was returned at 23-| lakhs; imports 17 lakhs, and 
exports 6| lakhs. The chief imports are salt, timber, catechu, and 
grain ; the chief exports are fuel, fish, and bamboos. 

In 1876 Ratnagiri was constituted a municipality. The average 
income during the decade ending 1901 was Rs. 13,000. In 1903-4 the 
income was likewise Rs. 13,000, chiefly derived from a house tax and 
octroi. The streets and the landing-place are lighted ; and a travellers’ 
bungalow is kept up by the municipality. From a perennial stream 
miles east of the town water has been conducted, and pipes are 
laid through all the chief quarters. ' Ratnagiri contains 9 schools, 
including a high school, a middle school, and a school of industry 
with a daily attendance of 209 students, which was opened in 1879, 
and is supported by the District board. The lighthouse was erected 
in 1867. The elevation of the lantern above high water is 320 feet, 
and the height of the building, from base to vane, 35 feet. It exhibits 
a single red, fixed, dioptric light, of order 6, which is visible at 15 
miles distance. Besides the chief revenue and judicial offices, the 
towTi contains a Subordinate Judge’s court, a lunatic asylum, a chil 
hospital, and a leper asylum. 

Ratnagiri Hill. — Small hill in the Jajpur subdivision of Cuttack 
District, Bengal, situated in 20® 39' N. and 86® 20' E., on the north 
bank of the Keluo river. On the top is a modem temple of Mahakala, 
near the gate of which are fine stone images t to 3^ feet high, probably 
of Tantric origin. On the east several elaborately carved images have 
been dug up and erected. Farther east is a colossal sculpture, con- 
sisting of a male figure sitting on a lotus, below which are three rows 
of figures. Two enormous heads of Buddha, mth thick lips and flat 
noses, have been dug out, and there can be little doubt that other 
images of great antiquarian interest are still lying buried. Local 
tradition ascribes these monuments to Vasukalpa Kesari, the king who 
is said to have built the monuments on Naltigiri hill. 
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RatO'Dero Taluka, — Tahtka of Larkana District, Sind, Bombay, 
Jying between 27® 37^ and 28® N. and 68® 4' and 68° 33' E., with an 
area of 325 square miles. The population in 1901 was 72,312, com- 
pared with 61,268 in 1891. The taluka contains one town, Rato- 
Dero (population, 4,281), the head-quarters ; and 80 villages. Except- 
ing Larkana, this is the most thickly populated taluka in the District, 
with a density of 222 persons per square mile. The land revenue 
and cesses in 1903-4 amounted to more than 2-9 lakhs. The taluka 
is irrigated by the Sukkur, Nasrat, and Ghar Canals. The staple 
crop is rice. Like other well-irrigated ialukas^ Rato-Dero is flat and 
has few distinctive features. It contains about 104 square miles of 
‘ reserved ’ forest. 

Rato-Dero Town. — Head-quarters of the taluka of the same name 
in Larkana District, Sind, Bombay, situated in 27° 48' N. and 68® 
20' E., t 8 miles north-east by north of Larkana town. Population 
(1901), 4,281. Local trade is chiefly in grain. Rato-Dero was 
formerly the encampment of a chief of the Jalbani tribe called Rato. 
The municipalitj’, established in 1862, had an average income of Rs. 
8,878 during the decade ending 1901. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 
14,000. The town contains a dispensary, a vernacular school attended 
by 1 18 pupils, and an Anglo-vernacular school attended by 34 pupils. 

Rattihalli. — Village in the Kod taluka of Dharwar District, Bom- 
bay, situated in 14° 25' N. and 75° 31' E., about to miles south-east 
of Kod. Population (1901), 3,328. Till 1864 Rattihalli w'as the 
head-quarters of the taluka. In 1764, in the war between Haidar All 
and the Marathas, Rattihalli was the scene of a signal rout of Haidar’s 
army. It contains a temple in Jakhanacharj'a style, built of sculptured 
slabs, with three domes supported on thirty-six pillars. There are seven 
inscriptions varying in date from 1174 to 1550. There is also a ruined 
fort. The village contains two schools. 

RatLza. — Taluk and village in Aurangabad District, Hyderabad 
State. See Khuldabad. 

Raver Taluka. — Taluka of East Khandc.sh District, Bombay, lying 
between 21® 3' and 21° 24' N. and 75° 46' and 76® 10' E., with an area 
of 481 square miles. It contains two towns, Raver (population, 
7,870), the head-quarters, and Savda (8,720) ; and 106 villages. The 
population in 1901 was 80,368, compared w’lth 76,281 in 1891. The 
density, 67 persons per square mile, is a little less than half the aver- 
age for the District. The demand for land revenue in 1903-4 was 
2*1 lakhs, and for cesses Rs. 14,000. The soil near the hills is some- 
what light, and in other parts it is a fine rich vegetable mould of 
varying depth. The chief water-supply is the Tapti river. The climate 
is generally healthy. Raver forms an unbroken well-wooded plain lying 
below the wall of the Satpuras. The annual rainfall averages 24 inches. 
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Raver Town. — Head-quarters of the taluka of the same name in 
East Khandesh District, Bombay, situated in 21® 15' N. and 76® 2'' E. 
Population (1901}, 7,870. A good road, 2 miles long and carefully 
bridged, connects the town with the north-eastern line of the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway. E^ver has a local reputation for its manu- 
factures of gold thread and articles of native apparel. In the main 
street, leading from the market-place to the fort, the houses are nearly 
all three-storeyed, and have richly carved wooden fronts. Raver was 
ceded by the Nizam to the Peshwa in 1763, and by the latter bestowed 
on Holkaris family. The municipality, established in 1892, had an 
average income during the seven years ending 1901 of Rs. 1,700. In 
1903-4 the income was Rs. 3,900. The town contains three cotton- 
gins and presses, and three boys’ schools with 268 pupils. 

Ravi (the Hydraoies of Arrian, tlte Partislmi of the Vedas, and 
the Iravati of classical Sanskrit authors. The present name means 
‘ sun ’). — One of the five rivers of the Punjab from which the Province 
derives its name. Rising in the Kulu subdivision of Kangra District, 
it immediately passes into the Chamba State, after which it re-enters 
British territory on the borders of Gurdaspur District, opposite Basoli 
in the Jammu district of Kashmir, forming the boundary of that State 
for 25 miles, with a general south-westerly course. It leaves the hills 
at Shahpur, but still flows between high cliffs, 'while on the Jammu 
side the mountains rise from its very brink. At Madhopur the head- 
works of the Bari Doab Canal draw off a large portion of its waters. 
Thenceforward the banks sink in height, and the river assumes the 
usual character of the Punjab streams, flowing in the centre of an 
alluvial valley, with high outer banks at some distance from its present 
bed. In 1870 it carried away the Tali Sahib shrine near Dera Nanak, 
a place of great sanctity with the Sikhs, and still threatens that town. 
The Ravi next passes between Sialkot and Amritsar Districts, preserving 
its general south-westerly direction. The depth is here not more than 
a foot in March and April, swelling in June and September to 18 or 
20 feet. Entering the District of Lahore, it runs within a mile of 
Lahore city, and throws out several branches which soon, however, 
rejoin the parent stream. A railway and foot-bridge spans the river 
a few miles north of Lahore, and the grand trunk road crosses it by 
a bridge of boats. After entering Montgomery District it receives its 
chief tributary, the Degh, on its north-western bank. The Degh rises 
in Jammu and flows through Sialkot and Lahore Districts, bringing 
with it large deposits of silt and affording great facilities for irrigation 
by wells. The Ravi then passes into Multan District, where it is again 
bridged by the North-Western Railway near Sidhnai, and finally falls 
into the Chenab in 30° 31' N. and 71“ 51' E., after a total course of 
about 450 miles. 
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Throughout its course in the plains, the Ravi flows everywhere in 
a comparatively narrow valley, often only a couple of miles in width, 
with generally a very tortuous channel. In one part, however, the 
river runs a perfectly straight course for 12 miles from Kuchlumba to 
Sarai Sidhu in Multan District, between high wooded banks, forming 
a beautiful reach called the Sidhnai, where the Sidhnai Canal lakes 
off. Few islands are formed, but the bed shifts occasionally from 
place to place. The floods of the Ravi fertilize only a fringe of one or 
two miles on either side, and it is little employed for direct irrigation, 
although it supplies water to the Bari Doab and Sidhnai Canals. 
Navigation is difflcult, but grain is shipped from Jjihore in considerable 
quantities. Deodar timber, floated down in rafts from the Chamba 
forests during the rains, finds its way to Lahore only in seasons of 
heavy flood. In 1397 the Ravi still flo\Yed east and south of Multan 
and united with the Beas, as it did in the time of Chach (a.d. 800). 
The change of course northwards has been comparatively slight, and 
its date is uncertain. Even now, at times of high flood, the water finds 
its way to Multan by the old channel. 

Rawain (or Raingarh). — A petty State feudatory to the Jubbal 
Slate, Punjab, situated in 31° 7' N. and 77® 48' E., and comprising 
about 7 square miles of territory round the fort of Raingarh, which 
crowns an isolated hill on the left bank of the P 5 bar river, here crossed 
by a wooden bridge. Population (1901), 823. The Thakurs come 
from the same stock as the Jubbal family. The State was originally 
a fief of Tehri, but the eastern portion was overrun by the Bashahrls 
some time previous to the Gurkha invasion. After the Gurkha War 
the State was partitioned between the British, the Raja of Garhwal, 
and Rana Runa of Rawain. The portion retained by the British was 
in 1830 given to Keonthal, in exchange for land taken up for the 
station of Simla. A small community of Brahmans holds the surround- 
ing valley, and has charge of tw'o temples of Tibetan architecture. 
The elevation of the fort above .sea-level is 5,408 feet. The revenue is 
about Rs. 3,000, of which Rs. 1,250 is derived from the forests, which 
are leased to Government. I'hc present Thakur, Kedar Singh, suc- 
ceeded in 1904. He has full powers, but sentences of death require 
confirmation by the Superintendent, Hill Stales, Simla. 

Rawalpindi Division. — North-western Division of the Punjab, 
lying between 31“ 35' and 34® i' N. and 70® 37' and 74® 29' E. The 
Commissioner’s head-quarters are at Rawalpindi and Murree. The 
total population of the Division increased from 2,520,508 in r88i to 
2,750,713 in 1891, and to 2,799,360 in 1901. Its total area is 15,736 
square miles, and the density of the population is 178 persons per square 
mile, compared with 209 for the Province as a whole. In 1901 the 
Muhammadans numbered 2,428,767, or nearly 87 per cent, of the total ; 
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while Hindus numbered 275,905, Sikhs 84,953, 1,232, ParsTs 66, 

and Christians 8,436. The Division contains- five Districts, as shown 
below 


District. 

Area in square 
miles. 

Population, 

1901. 

Land rei-enue 
and cesses, 

. 

in thousands, 
of rupees. 

Guj^t .... 

2,05' 

7 S 0 >S 48 

> 0.52 

Shahpur .... 


.*> 24,269 

12,38 

Jhelum .... 

2,813 

501,424 

8,84 

Kawalpindi 

2,010 

s.ss.spp 

6,50 

Attock .... 

4,022 

464,430 

7 .t 7 

1 Total 
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The Districts of Rawalpindi, Attock, and Jhelum are hilly, extending 
from the outer ranges of the Himalayas and including most of the Salt 
Range, which enters Shahpur District on the south-west. 

The principal town is Rawalpindi (population, 87,688, tvith canton- 
ments). Shahdheri, close to the Margalla pass, has been identified 
with the ancient city of Taxila. Hassan Abdal, and MANtKtALA, the 
site of the body-ofiering siupa of Buddhist legend, are within 30 miles 
of Shahdheri. Rohtas and Malot in Jhelum and Mong in Gujrat 
District also possess an antiquarian interest. In Gujrat District are 
the battle-fields of Sadullapur, Chilianavala, and GttjRAT, while the 
famous defile of Narsingh-Phohar in the Salt Range, with its waterfall, 
is one of the most beautiful spots in Northern India. 

Rawalpindi District.— Northern District of the Rawalpindi Divi- 
sion, Punjab, lying between 33® 4' and 34® i' N. and 72® 34^ and 
73® 39' E., with an area of 2,010 square miles. It is bounded on the 
north by the Hazara District of the North-West Frontier Province' ; on 
the east by the river Jhelum, which separates it from Kashmir territorj' ; 
on the south by the District of Jhelum ; and on the west by that of 
Attock. The District as now constituted forms a compact square,’ 
tvith the mountain tract called the Murree Hills 
a^ec^^ jutting from its north-east comer, between Kashmir 
and Hazara, This range extends southward along the 
eastern border of the District, forming the Kahiita Hills, which lie in 
the iahsil of that name, as far south as Bagham on the Jhelum river, 
and west to within a few miles of Raw'alpindi cantonment. On the 
west the slope is gradual, but the eastern escarpments run sharply dorvn 
to the deep gorges of the Jhelum. The five main spurs are known 
generally as the Murree range, that on which the sanitarium of Murree 
stands rising to 7,500 feet, Charihan being ver}' little lower, and Paphundi 
reaching 7,000 feet at its highest point. These hills form an offshoot 
of the Himalayan system. The valleys between them are often ex- 
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tremely beautiful; and the higher ranges are covered with a varied 
growth, the silver fir, ilex, hill oak, blue pine, chestnut, and wild cherry 
uniting to form dense forests on the Murree and Paphundi spurs, while 
the lower hills are well wooded with olive, acacia, and bog myrtle. The 
view looking upwards from the plains is of exquisite beauty. 

South-west of the Murree and Kahuta Hills stretches a rough high- 
lying plateau, about 1,800 feet above sea-level. The northern part of 
this includes the iaiisll of Rawalpindi and the Kallar circle of the 
Kahuta ia/isli. It is drained by the Sohan, which flows south-west, 
passing a few miles south of Rawalpindi cantonment, below which it 
is joined by several tributaries from the hills. The southern part of 
the plain, forming the Gujar Khan tahstly is drained by the Kanshi, a 
stream which flows southward from the low hills south of Kahuta till 
near the town of Gujar Khan, and then winds eastwards to the Jhelum. 
The whole of this plateau is highly cultivated, the fields being massively 
embanked to retain moisture, while its numerous villages shelter a dense 
population. The Jhelum river, which forms the eastern boundary of 
the District, flows here between precipitous cliffs, which render it useless 
for irrigation ; and it is only navigable below Dunga Gali, a point 40 
miles east of Rawalpindi town. 

The District lies entirely on Tertiary rocks. The oldest of these 
are the Murree beds, which run in a narrow band across its northern 
part, , They are composed of red and purple clays, with grey and 
purplish sandstones, and are probably of miocene age. These are 
succeeded to the south by a great spread of Lower Siwalik sandstone, 
which covers the greater part of the District and contains a rich mam- 
malian fauna of pliocene age. It is overlain by the Upper Siwalik 
conglomerates and sandstones, which occur to the south-west of Rawal- 
pindi, and at other localities. Still farther south the Lower Siwalik 
sandstone is continuous Aviih the similar beds of the Salt Range 

The vegetation of the higher portions of the Murree subdivision 
is that of the temperate Himalaya, with a few Kashmir and Oriental 
species intermingled. At lower levels it is similar to that of the Outer 
Himalaya, from the Indus valley to Kumaun; but trans-Indus types, 
e.g. Delphinium^ Dianlhus, Scahiosa, and JSoucerosia, are frequent, and 
extend for some distance into the extra-Himalayan part of the District, 
whose flora is that of the Western Punjab, but on the whole rather 
scanty. Trees are mostly planted, and Indo-Malayan species, such 
as the mango, &c., thrive rather poorly. 

Leopards are found in the Murree and Kahata Hills, and very rarely 
the gural. The District is a poor one for sport. 

The climate of Rawalpindi is considerably cooler than that of the 

‘ ‘ Wynne, ‘Tertiary Zone and Underlying Rocks in N.-W, Punjab,’ A'ecorls, 
Geological Survev oj Indian \’ol. x, pt. iii. 
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Punjab plains. The hot season lasts only three months, from June 
to August ; and the nearness of the hills lowers the temperature during 
the succeeding months, even when there is no rain in the plains. The 
cold in winter is very severe, and a trjnng east wind prevails in January 
and February. The District on the whole is extremely healthy for 
Europeans, while the natives are robust and of fine physique. 

The rainfall in the plains is fairly copious, varying from 29 inches at 
GQjar Khan to 41 at Kahfita; in the hills the average is 53 inches. 
Heavy winter rain from January to March is characteristic of this Dis- 
trict, 8 inches or more frequently falling in the three months. 

In ancient times the whole or the greater part of the country between 
the Indus and the Jhclum seems to have belonged to a Turanian race 
called Takkas or ‘Takshakas, who gave their name 
IS ory. Taxila of the Greek 

historians, the site of which has been identified with the ruins of 
Shahdheri in the north-west corner of the District. At the time of 
Alexander’s invasion Taxila is described by Arrian as a flourishing city, 
the greatest indeed between the Indus and the Hydaspes ; Strabo adds 
that the neighbouring country' was crowded with inhabitants and very 
fertile ; and Pliny speaks of it as a famous city situated in a district 
called Amanda. The invasion of Demetrius in 195 u.c. brought the 
Punjab under the Graeco-Bactrian kings. Later they were superseded 
by the Sakas, who ruled at Taxila with the title of Satrap. At the time 
of Hiuen Tsiang the country was a dependency of Kashmir. 

Mahmud of Ghazni passed through the District after his defeat of 
Anand Pal and capture of Ohind. With this conqueror claim to have 
come the Gakhars, a tribe still of importance in the District. The first 
mention of them in the Muhammadan historians occurs in the memoirs 
of Babar, who gives an interesting account of the capture of their capital 
of Paralah. It was strongly situated in the hills, and was defended 
with great bravery by its chief Hati Khan, who escaped from one gate 
as the Mughal army marched in at the other. Hati Khan died by 
poison in 1525 ; and his cousin and murderer Sultan Sarang submitted 
to Babar, who conferred on him the Polwar country. 'Fhenceforth the 
Gakhar chieftains remained firm allies of the Mughal dynasty, and were 
able to render efficient aid in its struggle with the house of Slier Shah. 
Salim Shah attempted in vain to subdue their country'; but in 1553 
Adam Khan, Siirang’s successor, surrendered the rebel prince Kamran 
to Humiiyun, Adam Khan was subsequently deposed by Akbar, and 
his principality made over to his nephew Kamfil Khan. During the 
flourishing period of the Alughal empire, the family of Sarang retained 
its territorial possessions, its last and greatest independent chief, 
Mukarrab Khan, ruling over a kingdom which extended from the 
Chenab to the Indus. 
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In 1765, during the total paralysis of the IMughal government, Sardar 
Gujar Singh Bhangl, a po^Yc^ful Sikh chieftain, marched from Lahore 
against Mukarrab Khan, whom he defeated outside the walls of Gujrat. 
Mukarrab Khan retired across the Jhelum, where he was soon treacher- 
ously murdered by his o\\’n tribesmen ; but the traitors forthwith 
quarrelled over their spoil, and fell one by one before Sardar Gujar 
Singh. The Sikhs ruled Rawalpindi with their usual rajiacity, exacting 
as revenue the last coin that could be wrung from the proprietors, who 
W'Cre often glad to admit their tenants as joint-sharers, in order to lighten 
the incidence of the revenue. GQjar Singh held the District through- 
out his life, and left it on his death to his son, Sahib Singh, who fell 
in 1810 before the power of the great Ranjit Singh. Another Sikh 
Sardar, Milka Singh, fixed upon Rawalpindi, then an insignificant vil- 
lage, for his head-quarters. In spite of Afghan inroads and the resis- 
tance of the Gakhars, he soon conquered on his own account a tract 
of country round Rawalpindi worth 3 lakhs a year. On his death in 
1804, his estates were confirmed to his son, Jiwan Singh, by Ranjit 
Singh, until 1814, when, upon Jiwan Singh’s death, they were annexed 
to the territorj' of Lahore. The Murrcc and other hills long retained 
their independence under their Gakhar chieftains ; but in 1830 they 
w'crc reduced after a bloody struggle, and handed o\“cr to Gulab Singh 
of Jammu, under whose merciless rule the population was almost 
decimated, and the country reduced to a desert. 

In 1849 Rawalpindi passed with the rest of the Sikh dominions 
under British rulej and though tranquillity was disturbed by an in- 
surrection four years later, led by a Gakhar chief with the object of 
placing a pretended son of Ranjit Singh on the throne, its administra- 
tion was generally peaceful until the outbreak of the Mutiny in 1S57. 
The Dhunds and other tribes of the Murree Hills, incited by Hindustani 
agents, rose in insurrection, and the authorities received information 
from a faithful native of a projected attack upon the station of Murree 
in time to concert measures for defence. The ladies, who were 
present in large numbers, were placed in safety ; the Kuropcans and 
police were drawn up in a cordon round the station ; and when the 
enemy arrived expecting no resistance, they met willi a hot recep- 
tion, which caused them to withdniw in disorder, and shortly after 
to disband. In 1904 the talislh of Attock, Falahjang, and Pindi Ghcb 
were transferred from Rawalpindi to the newly constituted Attock 
District. 

The principal remains of antiquity are described in the articles on 
Manikim.a and Siiaiidheri. The country round the latter place 
abounds in Buddhist remains, the most interesting of which is the 
Balar stiipa. 

The population of the District at the last three enumerations was ; 
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(i88i) 471,079, (1891) S33>740i and (1901) 558,699, dwelling in two 
towns and r,i8o villages. It increased by 4-7 per cent during the 
Population decade. The District is divided into four /ti/tfi/j, 

Rawalpindi, Kahuta, Murree, and Gujar Khan, 
the head-ciuarters of each being at the place from which it is named. 
The towns arc the municipalities of Rawalpindi, the administrative 
head-quarters of the District, and Murrep:, the summer station. 

The following table shows the chief statistics of population in 
1901 : — 
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iMuhanimadans number 466,918, or more than 83 per cent, of the 
total ; Hindus, 57,325 j and Sildts, 26,363. 

The most numerous tribe is that of the land-owning Rajputs, who 
number 101,000, or 18 per cent, of the total population. Next come 
the Awans with 39,000; after them the Jats, Gujars, and Dhunds, with 

35.000, 26,000, and 23,000 respectively. Other important Jigricultural 
castes arc the Sattis (17,000), Maliars (17,000), Gakhars (13,000), 
Mughals {13,000), Janjuas (8,000), and Pathans (7,000). Saiyids and 
Kureshis number 13,000 and 9,000 respectively. The Khattris (30,000) 
and Aroras (6,000) are the only commercial castes. Brahniiins number 

15.000, including 1,000 Muhials ; Shaikhs, jiartly agriculturists and partly 
traders, 1 2,000. Of the artisan classes, the Julahas (weavers, 23,000), 
Tarkhans (carpenters, 17,000), Mochls (shoemakers and leather- 
workers, 13,000), Kumhars (potters, 10,000), Lohars (blacksmiths, 

5.000) , and Telis (oil-pressers, 8,000) are the most important ; and of 
the menials, the ChQhiSs and Musallis (sweepers and scavengers, 

14.000) and Nais (barbers, 7,000). Kashmiris number 18,000. Of 
the total population, 64 per cent, are dependent on agriculture. Many 
of the leading tribes, Gakhars, JanjQas, and Rajputs, enlist in the Indian 
army. Sattis, Dhanials, Brahmans, and Khattris are also enlisted, and 
many of them have been distinguished for their courage and loyalt}'. 

The American United Presbyterian Mission was established at 
Rawalpindi in 1856. It has a church in the town, and maintains 
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an Arts college, a large high school with two branches, and’ three 
girls’ schools. There are Roman Catholic missions at Rawalpindi and 
Murree, and at Yusufpur, close to Rawalpindi cantonment. Native 
Christians numbered 51 1 in 1901. 

More than 98 per cent, of the cultivation depends entirely on the 
rainfall. In the hills the rain is abundant, and the cultivation, which 
is carried on in terraced fields along the hill-sides, is 
classed as secure from famine ; three-quarters of the 
crops are grown in the autumn harvest. The rest of the District is an 
undulating plateau, much cut up by ravines. The soil is usually a 
light-brown fertile loam, the fields are carefully embanked, and the 
tillage is generally good. The rainfall is sufficient ; and the regularity 
and abundance of the winter rains protect the District from a grain 
famine in the worst years, while the proximity of the hills mitigates 
a fodder famine. The spring crop is the principal harvest. 

The District is chiefly held by small peasant proprietors. The 
following table shows the main statistics of cultivation in 1903-4, 
areas being in square miles ; — 


TaAsil, 

Total. 

Cultivated. 

Irrigated. 

Cultivable 

waste. 

Forests. 

Rawalpindi . 

764 

380 

7 

37 

67 

Murree . 

258 

62 

3 

16 

167 

Kahuta . . . 

4.s6 

15* 

I 

21 

179 

GUjar Khan . 

568 

34 ^ 

I 

39 

9 

Total 

2,046* 

9.39 

12 

113 

41a 


* These figures, which do not agree with the area as shown on p, a 66 , are taken from 
later returns. 


The chief crops of the spring harvest are wheat and barley, the areas 
under which in 1903-4 were 325 and 18 square miles, while in the 
autumn harvest jowar^ bajra, and pulses covered 33, r8o, and 50 square 
miles respectively. 

The area cultivated has increased by 9 per cent, since the settlement 
of 1880-7. The people exercise considerable care in the selection of 
seed for wheat and maize. Loans from Government for sinking wells 
are rarely taken, as the country is not adapted for wells. 

The cattle are small and not good milkers, and attempts to improve 
the breed by the introduction of Hissar bulls were not successful. The 
cattle of the hills are small, but hardy. A fine breed of camels is kept •, 
they are not adapted for riding, but make excellent pack animals. 
Horse-breeding is popular, and many good animals are reared ; a good 
deal of mule-breeding is also carried on. The Army Remount department 
maintains 26 horse and 91 donkey stallions, and the District board 
8 pony and 5 donkey stallions. A large horse fair is held yearly at 
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Rawalpindi town. I^rge flocks of sheep and goats of inferior breeds 
are kept in the Murree and Kahflta Hills. 

• There is very little irrigation. Of the total area cultivated in 1903-4, 
only 12 square miles, or about i per cent., were classed as irrigated. 
Of this area, 2,946 acrc.s were irrigated from wells and 4,870 acres from 
tanks and streams. In addition, 3,512 acres were subject to inundation 
from various streams, and the canal irrigation is entirely from private 
channels taking off from them. Onl)' 1,103 masonry wells were in use, 
all worked with Persian wheels by cattle; but there were over 543 
lever wells, unbricked wells, and water-lifts. 

The forests are of some importance, comprising 152 square miles 
of ‘rescrr’ed,’ 76 of ‘ protected,* and 249 of ‘unclasscd’ forests under 
the Forest department, besides 21 square miles of military reserve, and 
about one square mile under the Deputy-Commissioner. The most 
important are the hill forests of Murree and Kahuta. The others 
are forests only in name, consisting merely of scrub or grass. In 
i 904 “S ti'c revenue from the forests under the Forest department was 
Rs. 45,000, and from those under the Deputy-Commissioner Rs. 900. 

The District produces no minerals of commercial importance. 
Lignite is occasionally met with in the Murree Hills, and petroleum 
is found in small quantities near Rawalpindi town. Gypsum occurs 
in considerable quantities. A little gold is washed from the beds of 
various streams. 

The District possesses no important indigenous manufactures; but 
cotton is woven everj'where, and the silk embroidered phulkarh of 
Rawalpindi are of some merit. Lacquered legs for 
bcdstcads and other pieces of native furniture are 
' made locally, and there is some output of saddles 
and shoes. The principal factories are the North-Western Railway 
locomotive and carriage works, where the number of employes in T904 
was r,455 J *^<3 arsenal, which in the same year gave employment 
to 569 persons. Besides these, there are the Rawalpindi gas-works 
with 170 eraployds, 2 breweries with 391, a tent factory with 252, an 
iron foundry with 123, and four smaller factories with an aggregate of 
150 employes. With the exception of the Murree Brewery, all of 
these are situated at Rawalpindi town. 

Trade consists chiefly in the supply of necessaries to the stations 
of Rawalpindi and Murree, and the through traffic with Kashmir. The 
District exports food-grains and oilseeds, and imports piece-goods, 
rice, hardware, tea, and salt. A good deal of timber comes from 
Kashmir. Rawalpindi town and Gujar Khan are the chief centres 
of trade. 

The District is traversed by the main line of the North-Western Rail- 
way, wjth a branch from Golra junction to Khushalgarh. The metalled 
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roads are the grand trunk road, which runs by the side of the main 
line of rail, and the Kashmir road and the Khushalgarh road from 
Rawalpindi town. These are maintained from Provincial funds. A 
service of tongas runs between Rawalpindi and Murree, but a railway 
connecting the two places is projected. The unmctallcd roads, which 
are all under the District board, are not fit for wheeled traflfic, the place 
of which is taken by pack animals. 

Although the District has from time to time suffered from scarcity, it 
has not, at any rate since annexation, been visited by serious famine, 
and the hill tahsth may be considered as quite secure. 

The District is divided into four tahsth^ Rawalpindi, Gujar Khan, 
Murree, and Kahuta, each under a tahsildar and a naib-tahsllddr. 

The Deputy-Commissioner is aided by five Assistant ^ , . . , 

_ . \ , . . Admimstratiou. 

or Extra-Assistant Commissioners, one of whom is m 

charge of the District treasury. During the hot season an Assistant 

Commissioner holds charge of the Murree subdivision, which consists 

of the Murree tahstL 

Civil judicial work is disposed of by a District Judge subordinate 
to the Divisional Judge of the Rawalpindi civil division, one Subor- 
dinate Judge, and two Munsifs, of whom one sits at head-quarters and 
the other at Gfljar Khan. There are two Cantonment Magistrates 
in the Rawalpindi cantonment and several honorary magistrates in the 
District. Civil litigation presents no special features. The pre- 
dominant forms of crime arc burglar)' and theft, though murders are 
also frequent ; but serious crime is rare in the hill tahslh^ and the 
Muhammadan peasants of the Rawalpindi and Gujar Khan iahsth 
are industrious and peaceable. 

For a long period prior to 1770 the greater part of the District was 
subject to the Gakhars. They realized their revenue by appraise- 
ment of the standing crop at each harvest, current prices being taken 
into account, and the demand (which was generally moderate) being 
levied in grain or cash by mutual agreement. No revenue was realized 
from the hill tracts. From 1770 to 1850 the Sikhs pursued their usual 
policy of exacting all they could, until Ranjit Singh ordered a moderate 
assessment to be made. Ten years of good government under Rhai 
DQI Singh w'cre followed by six of oppression. 

’ After annexation the hill tracts were summarily assessed, and the 
demand of Maharaja Gulab Singh of Jammu (who had been revenue 
assignee under the Sikhs) was reduced by one-third. In the plains, 
however, John Nicholson imposed an enhanced demand, based on the 
estimates of the oppressive Sikh officials, with disastrous results. 
When the first summarj’ settlement of the whole District was made 

* The figures in the pnragrnphs on land revenue include the tahsth of Pindi Gheb, 
Attock, .nnd Fatalijang throngbout. 
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j'n 1851, the people were heavil5- in debt and clamouring for relief. 
J^rge reductions were allowed in the demand, and the assessment 
worked well until the first regular settlement was effected in i860. 
This resulted in a further reduction of .5^ per cent., and a more 
equal distribution of the demand over the villages. The settlement 
proved satisfactory, and was allowed to run on for twenty years 
instead of the ten for which it had been sanctioned. A revised 
settlement, completed in 1S85, was based on an all-round increase of 
50 per cent, in cultivation. The new demand was 9I lakhs, an 
increase on the regular assessment of 34 per cent., and it has been 
realized with ease. During the sixteen years ending 1901 only 8 per 
cent, of one year’.s demiind Avas remitted. In the same period cultiva- 
tion increased 8 per cent., while prices of staple crops rose 64 per 
cent. The District again came under settlement in 1902, and the 
anticipated increase in the demand is i*i lakhs, or 13 per cent. The 
average assessment on ‘dry’ kind is 10 annas (maximum R. i, 
minimum 4 annas), and on ‘ wet ’ land Rs. 3-0-1 (maximum Rs, 5, 
minimum Rs. 1-0-2). I’he demand on account of land revenue and 
cesses in 1903-4 for the District as now constituted was 6*6 lakhs. 
The ai'Crage size of a proprietary holding is 9 acres. 

The collections of land revenue alone and of total revenue for the 
old District are shown in the following table, in thousands of rupees : — 



1880-1. 

1890-1. 

IQOO-t, 

1903-4- 

Land revenne . 

Total revenue . 

6.97 

ro,2S 

8,.S8 

12,65 

8,37 

16,76 

9,82 

20,04 


The District contains two municipalities, Rawalpindi and Murree. 
Outside these, local affairs are managed by the District board, whose 
income, mainly derived from a local rate, amounted in 1903-4 to 
1*2 lakhs’. The expenditure in the same year was r-i lakhs’, the 
principal item being education. 

The regular police force consists of 820 of all ranks, including 154 
cantonment and 160 municipal police, and 10 mounted constables. 
The Superintendent usually has one Assistant and 7 inspectors under 
him. The village watchmen number 664. There are 13 police 
stations, with 10 road-posts in Raivalpindi town. The District jail at 
head-quarters has accommodation for 902 prisoners. 

The District stands second among the twenty-eight Districts of the 
Province in respect of the literacy of its population. In 1901 the 
proportion of literate persons Avas 6*9 per cent, (ii males and 
1*2 females). The number of pupils under instruction Avas 5,359 in 

* These include the figures for the three fahtls of Attock, Fatahjang, and Pindi 
Gheb, since transferred to Attock District. ’ . 
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1880-1, 7,603 in 1890-1, and 17,957 ’ in 1903-4. In 1904-5 the 
number of pupils in the District as now constituted was 12,227. 
Education in Rawalpindi is making great strides. Five new high 
schools have been opened. since 1881, and two Anglo-vernacular 
middle schools, besides an Arts college maintained by the American 
Mission. The great advance made in female education is largely due 
to the e.\ertions of the late Baba Sir Khcm Singh Bcdi, K.C.I.E., who 
opened a number of schools for girls and undertook their manage- 
ment. In 1904-5 the total expenditure on education in the Dis- 
trict as now constituted amounted to r-i lakhs, of which District funds 
contributed Rs. 18,000 and municipal funds Rs. 14,000. Fees realized 
Rs. 31,000, and the Provincial Government made grants amounting to 
Rs. 18,000. 

Besides the Riiwalpindi civil hospital and two city branch dis- 
pensaries, the District posscs.se.s three outlying dispensaries. At 
these institutions during 1904 a total of 120,456 out patients and 
1,606 in-patients were treated, and 5,405 operations were performed. 
The expenditure was Rs. 21,000, of which municipal funds provided 
Rs. 16,000. The Lady Roberts Home for invalid officers is situated 
at Murree. 

The number of successful vaccinations in 1903-4 was 12,546, repre- 
senting 22*4 per 1,000 of the population. The Vaccination Act is in 
force in Rfiwalpindi and Murree towns. 

[F. A. Robertson, District Gazetteer (1895) j Settlement Report 
(1893); and Customary Law of the Rawalpindi District (18S7).] 

Rawalpindi TahsII. — North-western tahsU of Rawalpindi l)islricl, 
Punjab, lying between 33° 19' and 33® 50' N. and 72® 34' and 
73 ° 23' E., with an area of 764 square miles. 'I’lie population in 1901 
was 261,101, compared with 243,141 in 1891. The tahsll contains 
the town and cantonment of Rawalimnui (population, 87,688), the 
head-quarters; and 448 villages. The land revenue and cesses 
in 1903-4 amounted to 2*6 lakhs. Manikiai.a and SuAHimiiRi arc 
places of great archaeological interc.sl. 'Phe Sohan river, which 
crosses the tahsli from east to wc.sl, divides it into two distinct portions. 
To the north lie the rich plains round Rawalpindi town, sloping up to 
the outlying spurs of the liimfdayas, which form the northern boun- 
dary of the tahsll. To the south the country is cut up by torrent 
beds and ravines into little plateaux, which vary in soil and character, 
but resemble each other in difficulty of access. 

Rawalpindi Town. — Head-quarters of the Division, District, and 
tahsll of Rawalpindi, I'unjab, situated in 33® 36' N. and 73® 7' E., on 
llie North-Western Railway and the grand trunk road, on the north 

* These Include the figures for the three tahsil^ of .Mlock, I’'nlahj.n«g, nnri IMndi 
Ghcl), bince transfcired to AUuck Di-btiict. 
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bank of the Leh river, a muddy, sluggish stream, flowing between 
precipitous banks, and separating the town from the cantonment; 
distant by rail 1,443 miles from Calcutta, 1,479 Bombay, and 
908 from Karachi. The population, including cantonments, at the 
last three enumerations w'as : (1881) 52,975, (1891) 73,795, and (1901) 
87,688, including 40,807 Muhammadans, 33,227 Hindus, 6,302 Sikhs, 
6,278 Christians, and 1,008 Jains. The present totvn is of quite 
modern origin ; but Sir Alexander Cunningham identified certain ruins 
on the site of the cantonment with the ancient city of Gajipur or 
Gajnipur, the capital of the Bhatti tribe in the ages preceding the 
Christian era. Graeco-Bactrian coins, together with ancient bricks, 
occur over an area of 2 square miles. Known within historical times 
as Fatehpur Baori, Rawalpindi fell into decay during one of the 
Mongol invasions in the fourteenth century. Jhanda Khan, a Gakhar 
chief, restored the town and gave it its present name. Sardar Milka 
Singh, a Sikh adventurer, occupied it in 1 765, and invited traders from 
the neighbouring commercial centres of Jhelum and Siiahpur to settle 
in his territory. Early in the nineteenth century Riiwalpindi became 
for a lime the refuge of Shah Shuja, the exiled king of Kabul, and of 
his brother Shah Zaman. The present native infantry lines mark the 
site of a battle fought by the Gakhars under their famous chief Sultan 
Mukarrab Khan in the middle of the eighteenth century. It was at 
Rawalpindi that, on March 14, 1849, the Sikh army under Chattar 
Singh and Sher Singh finally laid doivn their arras after the battle of 
Gujrat. On the introduction of British rule, Rawalpindi became the 
site of a cantonment, and shortly afterwards the head-quarters of 
a IDivision; while its connexion with the main railway system by the 
extension of the North-Western Railway to Peshawar immensely de- 
veloped both its size and commercial importance. The municipality 
was created in 1867. The income and expenditure during the ten 
years ending 1902-3 averaged 2*1 lakhs. In 1903-4 the income and 
expenditure were i'8 lakhs and 2*1 lakhs respectively. The chief item 
of income was octroi (1-6 laklis); and the expenditure included 
administration (Rs. 35,000), conser\'ancy (Rs. 27,000), hospitals and 
dispensaries (Rs. 25,000), public works (Rs. 9,000), and public safety 
(Rs. 17,000). The cantonment, with a population in 1901 of 40,611, 
is the most important in India. It contains one battery of horse and 
one of field artillery, one mountain batter)', one company of garrison 
artillery, and one ammunition column of field artillery ; one regiment 
of British and one of Native cavalry ; two of British and two of Native 
infantry; and two companies of sappers and miners, with a balloon 
section. It is the winter head-quarters of the Northern Command, 
and of the Rawalpindi military division. An arsenal was established 
here in 1883. The income and e.\penditure from cantonment funds 
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during the ten years ending 1902-3 averaged Rs. 96,000 and Rs. 93,000 
respectively. The chief educational institutions are the Government 
normal school, the Gordon Arts college maintained by the American 
United Presbyterian Mission, and five aided Anglo-vernacular high 
schools. The cantonment also contains an English and several Anglo- 
vernacular middle schools, and an English convent school for girls. 
The town has a civil hospital, with two branch dispensaries. Rawal- 
pindi has a large carrying trade with Kashmir. The principal factories 
are the North-Western Railway locomotive and carriage works, where 
the number of employes in 1904 was 1,455 '> the arsenal, which in 
the same year gave employment to 569 persons. Besides these, the 
Rawalpindi gas-works had 170 employes; a branch of the Murree 
Brewery, 200; a tent factory, 252; an iron foundry, 123; and four 
smaller factories an aggregate of 150 employe. The horse fair held by 
the District board in April is one of the largest in the Punjab. There 
are branches of the Alliance Bank of Simla and of the Commercial 
Bank of India in the cantonment. 

Raya. — South-eastern fa/isl/ of Sialkot District, Punjab, lying on 
the north bank of the Ravi between 31° 43' and 32® 13' N. and 74® 22' 
and 75° i' E., with an area of 485 square miles. The Degh in its 
course through the western portion of the fa/isl/ deposits a fertile silt. 
In the north-east also the land is rich. In the south the soil is saline, 
but abundant crops of rice are grown in good years. The population 
in 1901 was 192,440, compared with 214,671 in 1891. It contains the 
town of Narowal (population, 4,422) and 456 villages, including 
Raya, the head-quarters. The land revenue and cesses in 1903-4 
amounted to Rs. 3,77,000. 

Rayachoti Taluk. — Central fd/uA of Cuddapah District, Madras, 
lying between 13® 50' and 14® 20' N. and 78® 25' and 79° 10' E., with 
an area of 998 square miles. It is flanked on the east by the Palkonda 
Hills, which separate this tract from the lower country. The popula- 
tion in igoi was 113,912, compared with 113,236 in 1891; and the 
density was 1 14 persons per square mile, compared with the District 
average of 148. It contains one lorvn, Rayachoti (population, 7,123), 
the head-quarters j and 89 villages. The demand for land revenue and 
cesses in 1903-4 amounted to Rs. 1,63,000. Like the other upland 
id/tfks, Rayachoti contains a large number of tanks, but few are of any 
size. In the floods of November, 1903, over one hundred of them 
rvere breached. The principal products are rice and cambu^ the latter 
being the staple food-grain. The soils vary considerably, but the red 
varieties predominate. There is no black cotton soil. The most fertile 
portion is to the south-east in the neighbourhood of Tsundupalle, 
where there are a large number of tanks and some channels from the 
Punchu and Bahuda rivers. There are four rivers in the taluk — 
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the Papnghni, which flows ilirough a small part of the western portion, 
the Mandavi, the Bahuda, and the Chitlcru. All of them arc affluents 
of the Chcyycru, and none is perennial or of any size. The Papaghni 
runs in a rocky channel with a very rapid stream. TIte Mandavi, on 
the banks of which the town of Riiyachoti is situated, usually consists 
of a narrow strcjnn of water trickling through a wide sandy bed. 

Riiyachoti Town {Raja-vldti^ ‘tire abode of the Raj.a’).— He.'{d- 
quarters of the iahtk of the same name in Cuddn])ah District, Madras, 
situated in 14“ 4' N. and 78® E. Poj)ulalion (1901), 7,123. It 
stands on the banks of the Mandavi river, and seven roads con- 
verge on it, It has some trade and a weekly market. An old temple 
here is dedicated to Vtrabhadraswami, and a large number of people 
(jibout 6,000) attend the annual car-festival. Two odd superstitions 
are connected with the feasts at this shrine. Early in the morning of 
the day of the car-procession a big ruby of the size of a nutmeg is 
placed between the two eyebrows of the god to represent the third eye 
of Siva. Opposite to the idol a large heap of boiled rice is placed so 
as to catch the first glance of the ruby eye. Till this is done, the 
doors are shut, and the people are prevented from going in front of 
the idol, lest they should be instantly killed by the rays from the third 
eye. The person who conducts the ceremony stands behind the idol, 
out of the range of the eye, and stops there till the rite is over. At 
another time of the year the god is taken out hunting. He is carried 
to a small open building supported by stone pillars half a mile outside 
the town, and there placed on the ground. Beneath the flooring of 
this building are a large number of scorpions. While the god is taking 
his rest therein, the attendants, it is said, can catch these scoipions 
and hold them in their hands without being stung, but directly he leaves 
it the creatures resume their old propensities. 

Rayadrug Taluk. — South-eastern taluk of BelKiry District, Madras, 
lying between 14® 28' and 15° 4' N. and 76“ 47' and 77° 21' E., with 
an area of 628 square miles. The population in 1901 was 82,789, 
compared with 78,625 in 1S91. The demand for land revenue and 
cesses in 1903-4 amounted to Rs. i, 86, 000. It contains only one 
town, Rayaorug (population, 10,488), the he.id-quarters ; and 71 
villages. The taluk contains a far smaller proportion of black cotton 
soil than the other three eastern taluks of Adoni, Aliir, and Bcllar}'. 
Twenty-seven per cent., mainly consisting of land in the basin of the 
Hagari, is cotton soil ; while about a fifth is red land, and more than 
one-half is covered with the light mixed soils. The HagJiri and its 
tributary the Chinna Hag.nri drain praciic.ally the whole area. Raya- 
drug has the smallest population of any taluk in the District, and its 
people are the worst educated. More than half of them speak Telugu, 
and two-fifths Kanarese. It contains a large number of wells, and 
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the spring channels which are annually dug from the Hagari are only 
second in importance to those from the Tungabhadra. They are 
cleared every year by the joint labour of the villagers* who profit by 
them ; and the provisions of section 6 of Act I of 1858, under which 
any person neglecting or refusing to contribute his share of the 
customary labour is liable to pay twice the value of that labour, are 
rigorously enforced. Most of the land supplied by these channels is 
cultivated with rice, and the area under this crop is far higher than 
that in any other taluk. But much of the land is very infertile, the 
area under horse-gram (the characteristic crop of poor soils) is high, 
and one-fifth of the cultivable area is waste. Korra is the staple food- 
crop, and not cholam as elsewhere in the District. A considerable 
quantity of cambu is also raised. 

Rayadrug Town. — Head-quarters of the taluk of the same name 
in Bellary District, Madras, situated in 14® 42' N. and 76® 51' E. 
Population (1901), 10,488. Rayadrug means ‘king’s hill-fortress,’ and 
the place is so named from the stronghold on the rocky hill at the foot 
of which it is built. The hill consists of two parts, one considerably 
higher than the other, connected by a low saddle. The citadel is on 
the higher peak, 2,727 feet above the seaj but the enclosing walls of 
the fortress surround both the heights and the saddle between them, 
and run, it is said, for a distance of 5 miles round the hill. Though 
the gates are in ruins, the lines of walls which remain show what 
a formidable strongliold it must have been in days gone by. On the 
saddle, and even higher up the rock, arc a number of houses which are 
•still occupied, and the cultivation of vegetables from the water in the 
many tanks on the hill is a thriving industry. 

The place is said to have been originally a stronghold of some 
Bedars, whose disorderly conduct compelled the Vijayanagar kings to 
send an officer, named BhQpati Raya, to reduce tliem to submission. 
He turned them out of the place and ruled it himself, and the hill was 
called after him Bhupati-Rayanikonda, or more shortly Rayadrug. 
Later it fell into the hands of the chief of Kundurpi Drug in Ananlapur 
District ; and his family built the greater part of the fortifications on the 
hill, and raised the place to the important position it held in the petty 
wars of the Deccan. The height of its power was reached in the 
middle of the eighteenth century. Haidar Alt was friendly to the chief, 
but his son and successor Tipu treacherously seized the place and 
confined its owner at Seringapatam. When Tipu was killed in 1799 
a member of the chief’s family took possession of the fort, but he 
attempted to excite disturbances and was almost immediately deported 
to Hyderabad by the Nizam’s officers. When Bellary District was 
ceded to the Company in 1800, he was transferred to Gooty, where he 
resided on a maintenance allowance as a quasi-state prisoner till his 
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dcatli. I’cMsions were granted to the members of liis family, which 
several of their descendants continue to draw. 

On the hill on which the fort stands are several temples, some ruins 
of the former chiefs’ rc.sidcnces, a Jain temple, and some curious Jain 
figures can’cd upon the face of the rocks in a place known as Rasa 
Siddha’s hermitage. Rasa Siddha, s:iys local tradition, wjis a sage who 
lived in the days when a king named Ufijarajcndra ruled over Raya- 
drug. I'liis king had two wives. The elder of these bore a son, who 
was named Sarangadhara and grew into a very beautiful youth. The 
younger wife fell in love with him. He rejected her advances, and she 
took the time-honoured revenge of telling her husband that he had 
attempted her virtue. The king ordered that his son should be taken 
to the rock called Sabbal Banda, two miles north of Riij'adrug, and 
there have his hands and feet cut olf. The order was obeyed. That 
night Rasa Siddha found the prince lying there and, knowing by his 
powers of second sight that he wits iniiocent, applied magic herbs 
which made his hands and feet to grow again. The prince presented 
himself to his father, who saw from the portent that he must be inno- 
cent and punished the wicked w'ife. 'I'he hermitage is now occupied 
by an ascetic from Northern India, and on Sundays Hindus of all 
classes, and even MusalrnSns, go up the hill to break coco-nuts there. 
It consists of three cells with cut-stone doonvays built among a pile of 
enormous boulders, picturesquely situated among fine trees. On four 
of the boulders arc carved the Jain figures referred to. 

Rayadrug town contains two or three broad and regular streets, and 
many narrow and irregular lanes. Its industries include a tannery, the 
weaving of silk fabrics, and the manufacture of or rice soaked 

in salt water and then fried on wnd until it swells. Trade is conducted 
largely with Bellary, but also with Kalyandrug and with the neighbour- 
ing villages in Mysore. Now that the railway to Bellarj’ has been 
completed, that town’s share of the commerce will doubtless increase 
rapidly. 

Rayagada.- -Zh/w/ in the Agency tracts of Vizjigapalam, Madras, 
lying in the north-east of the District. It is verj' hilly, but the hills 
have for the most part been denuded of their forests. The N.igarali 
or Langulya river traverses the whole length of it, and most of the 
cultivation (chiefly rice) is in this valley. I'he area is 710 square miles; 
and the population in 1901 was 86,6 10 persons, chiefly Khonds and 
other hill tribes, living in 758 villages. The head-quarters are at 
Rayagada. 

Rayakottai (‘ king’s fort ’). — ^Village in the Krishnagiri iSfuk of 
Salem District, Madras, situated in 12” 31' N. and 78° 2' E. Popula- 
tion (1901), 1,497. To the north stands the hill with its ruined fort 
which gives the place its name. This commands one of the most 
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important passes between the Mysore table-land and the Baramahal, 
and was of great strategical importance in the Mysore Wars of the 
eighteenth centur}'. Its capture by Major Gowdie was the first exploit 
in Lord Cornwallis’s march. It was ceded to the British by the treaty 
of 1792, and under its walls the army of General Harris encamped in 
1 799 before entering Mysore territory on its way to Seringapatam. The 
place was at one time a favourite residence of military pensioners. 

Ray an. — Estate and chief town thereof in Jodhpur State, Rajput- 
ana. See Rian. 

Raybag. — Head-quarters of the petty division of the same name in 
Kolhapur State, Bombay, situated in 16° 30' N. and 74° 52' E., on the 
Southern Mahratta Railway, 24 miles south-east of Shirol. Population 
(1901), 3,804. In the eleventh century it is said to have been the chief 
town of a Jain chiefship. According to a local story, the town was 
formerly so wealthy that on one market day the maid of a rich merchant 
bid Rs. 5,000 for a gourd. By this offer she outbid the servant of 
Randullah Khan, the local Bijapur governor. The servant in anger 
told her master that all the best things in the market went to the 
merchants. The governor, thinking that the town had grown over- 
wealthy, ordered it to be plundered, a misfortune from which it has 
never recovered. Most of the inhabitants are Jains and MarSthas, and 
the town is surrounded by a mud wall. On every Monday a market 
is held, where grain and coarse cloth are offered for sale. RSybag con- 
tains three temples, a mosque, and the domed tomb of Randullah Khan, 
which has recently been repaired. The Someshwar temple is old, and 
built of huge well-sculptured blocks of stone. The Sidheshwar temple, 
which is built of black stone, was repaired in 1875 by the inamdars or 
proprietors of the Raybag petty division. The Narsingha temple is an 
underground structure of black stone. The image of Narsingha is richly 
carved, and is said to have been brought from the Kistna near Jalalpur. 

Razam. — Town in the Palkonda ialuk of ^'^izagapatam District, 
Madras, situated in 18® 27' N. and 83® 41' E., about 14 miles from 
Palkonda, in the middle of an open plain covered tvith scrub jungle. 
Population (1901), 5,096. 

Ra^ampeta. — Head-quarters of the Pullampet taluk of Cuddapah 
District, Madras, situated in 14® 12' N. and 79® 10' E. Population 
(1901), 15,287, It is a station on the Madras Railway, but otherwise 
it is of little interest. 

Rechna Doab. — A doab or ‘ tract between two rivers ’ (the Ravi and 
Chenab) in the Punjab, lying between 30® 35' and 32® 50' N. and 
71® 50' and 75® 3' E., comprising Sialkot, Gujranwala, and Lyallpur 
Districts, and parts of Gurdaspur, Lahore, Montgomery, Jhang, and 
Multan. The name was formed by the Mughal emperor Akbar, by 
combining the first syllables of the names of the two rivers. 
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Regan. — Petty State in Rewa Kantha, Bombay, 

RehlL — Southern iaJistl of Saugor District, Central Provinces, lying 
between 23° 9' and 23® 54' N. and 78“ 36' and 79° 22' K, with an area 
of 1,299 square miles in 1901. The population decreased from 171,090 
in 1891 to 138,030 in 1901. In 1902, ii villages and 30 square miles 
of Government forest were transferred to Narsinghpur District, and the 
revised totals of area and population are 1,254 square miles and 136,463 
persons. The density is 109 persons per square mile, or below the 
District average. The tahstl contains two towns, Garhakota (popula- 
tion, 8,508) and DeorI (4,980); and 660 inhabited villages. The 
head-quarters of the tah^I are at Rehll, a village of 3,665 inhabitants, 
situated at the junction of the Sonar and Debar rivers, 26 miles from 
Saugor by road. E.\'cluding 327 square miles of Government forest, 
69 per cent, of the available area is occupied for cultivation. The 
cultivated area in 1903-4 was 443 square miles. The demand for land 
revenue in the same )'ear was Rs. 1,71,000, and for cesses Rs. 18,000. 
The taluil contains some fertile plain country round Garhakota and 
DeorI, with stretches of poor hilly land on the western and southern 
borders. 

Rehrakhol. — Native State in Bengal. See Rairakhol. 

Remuna. — ^Village in the head-quarters subdivision of Balasore Dis- 
trict, Bengal, situated in 21® 33' N. and 86° 53' E., about 5 miles west 
of Balasore town. Population (1901), 1,430. It is celebrated for the 
temple of the god Kshlrchora Gopinath, a form of Krishna, in honour 
of whom a religious fair is held annually in February. The fair lasts 
for thirteen days and is attended by a very large number of pilgrims. 
Toys, sweetmeats, fruits, vegetables, country cloth, and other articles are 
sold. The temple of the god is an unsightly stone edifice, disfigured 
by indecent sculptures. 

Reni. — Head-quarters of the nizamat and tahstl of the same name 
in the State of Bikaner, Rajputana, situated in 28° 41' N. and 75° 3' E., 
about 120 miles north-east of Bikaner city. Population (1901), S» 74 S' 
The toivn is walled, and possesses a handsome Jain temple built in 
942 so solidly that the masonry is almost as strong now as when new, 
a fort constructed in the time of Maharaja Surat Singh (17S8-1828), a 
post office, a vernacular school attended by 72 boys, a jail with accom- 
modation for 86 prisoners, and a hospital with beds for 7 in-patients. 
Raw hides and chhagals leathern w'ater-bags), manufactured at Reni, 
are exported in great numbers. The nizamat consists of the five 
eastern iahstls of Bhadra, Churu, Nohar, Rajgarh, and Reni ; and the 
total population in 1901 was 175,113, nearly 90 per cent, being Hindus. 

Reota. — Town in the Bansdlh tahstl of Ballia District, United Pro- 
vinces, situated in 25° 51' N. and 84° 24' E., on the Bengal and North- 
Western Raihvay. Population (1901), 8,631. Reotl is the head-quarters 
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of the Nikumbh Rajputs, but these have lost most of their property, 
and the town presents a dirty and overcrowded appearance. ' It is 
administered under Act XX of 1856, wdth an income of Rs. 1,000. 
Coarse cotton cloth, shoes, and palanquins are manufactured, but there 
is little trade besides. The school has 50 pupils. 

Repalle. — Former name of a iahiTi in Guntur District, Madras, 


W’hich is now' called Tenali. 

Revadanda. — Port in the Alibag tahtka of Kolaba District, Bom- 
bay, situated 6 miles south-by-east of Alibag town, in 18® 33' N. and 
72® 57' E. Sec Chaul. 

Revelganj (or Godna). — Town in the head-quarters subdivision of 
Siiran District, Bengal, situated in 25® 47' N. and 84® 39' E., on the 
left bank of the Gogra river. Population (1901), 9,765. The town is 
named after Mr. Revell, who w'as Collector of Government Customs 
in 1788. It W'as formerly a very important trade centre, but the railway 
has robbed it of much of its business. Revelganj w'as constituted 
a municipality in 1876. The income and expenditure during the 
decade ending 1901-2 averaged Rs. 9,000 each. In 1903-4 the in- 
come was Rs. 11,000, derived mainly from tolls and a tax on houses 
and lands ; and the expenditure was Rs. 8,000. 

Rewah State {Riwa ). — A treaty Slate in the Baghclkhand 
Agency, Central India, lying betw’een 22® 38' and 25® 12' N, and 
80® 32' and 82® 51' E., with an area of about 13,000 square miles. It 
is bounded on the north by the Banda, Allahabad, and Mirzapur 
Districts of the United Provinces ; on the east by Mirzapur District 
and the Tributary States of Chola Nagpur; on the south by the 
Central Provinces ; and on the west by the States of Maihar, Nagod, 
Sohawal, and Kothl, in Baghclkhand. The State falls into tw'o 
natural divisions, which are separated by the scarp of 
the Kaimur range. North of the range, surrounding 
the chief town, lies a wide elevated alluvial plain, 
with an area of 3,778 .square miles; to the south the country is 
traversed by a succession of parallel ridges enclosing deep valleys, the 
whole being covered with dense forest. The plateau ends on both the 
north and south in an abrupt scarp, and the scenery near the hilly tract 
is very fine. Over the northern scarp the Tons falls in a series of 
magnificent cascades. Near Govindgarh on the southern boundary 
a similar effect on a smaller scale is produced by streams which pre- 
cipitate themselves into the valley of the Son river. 

The KaTmurs and their eastern spur, know'n locally as the Khainjua, 
the arm of the Pann5 range {see Vindhya) called locally the Binjh 
PahSr, which cur\'cs eastwards from Bundclkhand and forms the 
northern boundary of the State, and the Maikala Hills on which the 
sacred Amarkantak stands in the south-east, constitute the hill system 
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of this region. The watershed is formed by the Kaimurs, from which 
all streams flow respectively north or south to join the Tons and Son, 
these two great rivers with their tributaries constituting the dminage 
of the State. 

The geologj' of Rewali is unusually interesting. The type areas of 
several important series lie within its limits, the Rewahs, Kaimurs, 
Bandairs (Bhanders), and Sirbu shales deriving their designations 
from local names. The elevated plain on which the chief town stands 
consists of rocks of the lower Bandair series overlaid with alluvium, 
while on some of the highest hill-tops a covering of laterite still 
appears, showing that the great Deccan trap flow once extended as far 
east as this region. The jungle-covered tract lying south of the Kaimur 
range consists of hills of Vindhyan sandstone superimposed on gneiss. 
The Bijawars here exhibit a varied series of slates, sandstones, iron 
ores, and basic lavas, and in the south abut on the Gondwana rocks, 
well-known for their coal-bearing property, while at the very southern 
limit of the State the cretaceous Lametas and trap appear, the latter 
reaching as far as Amarkantak. 

Almost every formation met with in the State yields products of 
value. The gneiss contains corundum, while mica and galena also 
occur in this formation. The Bijawars contain rich iron ores, valuable 
limestones, some of which would make highly ornamental marbles, and 
bright-red banded jaspers similar to those which are found near 
Gw-alior and employed by the stone-workers of Agra. The Lametas 
contain ceramic clays of excellent quality. The Umaria coal-mines in 
the Gondwanas are a source of considerable income to the State, while 
the Vindhyan sandstones yield building materials of unsurpassed 
excellence. 

The prevalent tree in the Rewah forests is the sal [Shorea robusta), 
others being the saj {Terminalia famerifosa), tendu {Diospyros tomen- 
tosa\ and khair {Acacia Catechu). The brushwood consists mainly 
of the species Gretvia, ZisypJm, Casearia, Antidesma, Woodfordta, 
Eliteggea, Phyllanihiis, BossveUia^ and Bt/chanama, with occasional 
trees of viahua {Bassia latifoUd). 

The Rewah jungles are well-known for their tigers, while leopards, 
bears, sdmbar {Cervis unicolor), antelope, and chinkara {Gazella ben- 
neiti), and other species common to Peninsular India abound. All 
the ordinary wdld-fowl are met with. 

The climate is generally healthy, but subject to extremes of heat and 
cold. The annual rainfall averages 41 inches. Great variations are, 
however, apparent in different parts of the State, the Raghurajnagar 
iahsll having an average of 45 inches, while in the Sohagpur tahsV it 
rises to 52. 

The chiefs of Rewah are Baghel Rajputs descended from the Solanki 
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clan which ruled over Gujarat from the tenth to the thirteenth century. 
Vj'aghra Deo, brother of the ruler of Gujarat, is said to have made 
his way into Northern India about the middle of the History, 
thirteenth century and obtained the fort of Marpha, 

18 miles north-east of Kalinjar. His son, Karan Deo, married a Kala- 
churi (Haihaya) princess of MandlS and received in dowry the fort of 
Bandhogarh, which until its destruction by Akbar in 1597 was the capital 
of the Baghel possessions. The Rewah family, however, have singularly 
few historical records \ and such histories as have been lately composed 
confuse persons and dates in a way that makes them absolutely 
unreliable, so that were it not for the detailed records of the Muham- 
madan historians it would be difficult to give any connected account. 

In 1298 Karan Deo, the last Baghel ruler of Gujarat, was driven 
from his country by Ulugh Khan, acting under the orders of the 
emperor Ala-ud-din. This disaster seems to have caused a considerable 
migration of Baghels to Bandhogarh. Until the fifteenth century the 
Baghels were engaged in extending their possessions, and were not of 
sufficient political importance to attract the attention of the Delhi 
kings. In 1488 the Baghel Raja of Panna ’ assisted Husain Shah of 
Jaunpur when pursued by Bahlol Lodi. In 1494 Sikandar Lodi 
advanced against Raja Bhaira or Bhfra of Panna, who had captured 
Mubarak KhSn, governor of Jaunpur. The Raj5 was defeated and 
died during his retreat, while Sikandar proceeded as far as Paphund, 
20 miles north of the capital town of Bandhogarh, In 1498-9 Sikan- 
dar attacked Bhira’s son and successor, Salivahan, for refusing to grant 
him a daughter in marriage. An attempt to take the fort of Bandho- 
garh failed, and Sikandar was obliged to content himself with laying 
waste the country up to BandL Salivahan was succeeded by Bir Singh 
Deo, the founder of Birsinghpur, now in Panna State, and was folloived 
by his son Birbhan, who had lived for some time at Sikandar’s court. 
The next chief was Ram Chandra (1555-92), the contemporary of 
Akbar, who is constantly mentioned by Muhammadan historians. 
Hearing of the extraordinary skill of Ram Chandra’s musician, Tiin 
Sen, Akbar summoned him to Delhi. Tan Sen’s songs are still sung, 
and his name is revered throughout India as that of a singer who has 
never been equalled. Ram Chandra persistently refused to attend the 
Delhi court, till at length in 1584, at the suggestion of his own son 
Birbhadra, then at Delhi, Raja Birbal and a noble, Zain Khan Koka, 
fetched the old chief, who was received with all honour by Akbar. 
Ram Chandra died in 1592 and was succeeded by BTrbhadra, ivho, 
however, fell from his palanquin while travelling to Bandhogarh and 
died in the following year. Birbhadra’s sudden death and the acces- 
sion of a minor named Vikramaditya gave rise to disturbances in 
* ‘ Panna ' is here probably n copyist’s mistake for * Bhatti.’ 
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Bandhogarh. Akbar intervened and captured and dismantled the fort 
in 1597, after a siege of eight months and a few days. AnQp Singh 
(1640-60) was driven from Rewah by Pahar Singh Bundela of Orchha. 
In 1658, however, he went to Delhi and made his submission; and 
the fort of Bandhu and its dependent territory were restored to him, 
A.nirudh Singh (1690-1700) was killed by the Sengar Thakurs of 
Mauganj, leaving an infant son Avdhtit Singh (1700-55). The State 
at this time was invaded by Hirde Sah of Fanna, who occupied 
Rewah, the chief being forced to fly to Partabgarh in Oudh. 

In 1803, after the Treaty of Bassein, overtures for an alliance were 
made to the Rewah chief, who, however, rejected them. In 1812, 
during the time of Raja Jai Singh (1809-35), ^ b^riy of Pindaris raided 
Mirzapur from Rewah territory. The chief was believed to have either 
abetted or at least countenanced the raid, and was accordingly called 
upon to accede to a treaty, in which he acknowledged the protection of 
the British Government, and agreed to refer all disputes with neigh- 
bouring chiefs to their arbitration, and to allow British troops to march 
through or be cantoned in his temtories. The last condition was not, 
however, fulfilled, and a fresh treaty was entered into in 1813. Jai 
Singh was a scholar, and the author of several works, as well as a great 
patron of literary men. In t8S4 MahSraja Raghuraj Singh succeeded 
to the gaddi. On the outbreak of the Mutiny in 1857, he offered 
troops for the assistance of the British Government, and 2,000 men 
were sent to keep peace in the neighbouring tracts. Kunwar Singh, 
leader of the rebels from Dinapur, attempted to march through the 
country j but Lieutenant Osborne^ the Political Agent, supported by 
the country people, beat them off, and also repulsed an attack by the 
mutineers from Nagod and Jubbulpore, after which Colonel Hinde, 
commanding the Rewah Contingent, took the offensive and cleared the 
Deccan road of rebels. For his good services, the Sohagpur and 
Amarkantak pargams, which had been seized by the Marathas in 
the beginning of the century, were restored to Raghuraj Singh. He 
died in r88o, and was succeeded by the present chief, Maharaja 
Venkat Raman Singh, born in 1876. He was created a G.C.S.I. in 
1897, in recognition of his successful conduct of famine relief opera- 
tions. The ruler of the State bears the titles of His Highness and 
Maharaja, and receives a salute of 17 guns. 

The country possessed by the Rewah chief is covered with old re- 
mains, almost every village having in it or near it some signs of former 
habitation; but these have not yet been fully examined, MSdho- 
garh, Rampur, Kundalpur, Amarpatan, Majholi, and Kakonsiha may 
be especially noted. At Kevati Kund the MahanadI river drops down 
a sheer fall of 331 feet, forming a deep pool which is held to be very 
sacred ; near it is an inscription in characters of about 200 b . c . Gflrgi 
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Masaun, 12 miles east of Rewah lo^\'n, is strewn with remains showing 
that it was formerly a place of great importance, and it has been 
suggested as the site of the ancient city of KausambhI. A fine fort 
here, called Rehuta, which is attributed to Kama Deo Chedi (1040-70), 
has a circuit of 2| miles, with walls 11 feet thick and originally 20 feet 
high, surrounded by a moat 50 feet broad arid 5 feet deep. The 
temples are mostly Brahmanical, though some Digainbara Jain figures 
are lying near. At Baijnath are the remains of five or six temples. One 
of them is dedicated to Siva as Vaidyanath, and the sanctuary door of 
this is magnificently carved. Chandrehl, a mile east from the bank 
of the Son, was once a verj' large place and contains a fine temple and 
an old monasterj'. The temple is peculiar in being constructed on 
a circular plan, and is assigned to the thirteenth or fourteenth century. 
The monastery also belongs to about the same period, and is interest- 
ing as an example of domestic architecture. It is built in the form of 
a square, with a pillared courtyard inside and chambers round it. The 
ceilings of the rooms are elegantly ornamented. At Mara, the Muri of 
the maps, are three groups of caves called the Buradan, Chhew’ar, and 
Ravan. They date from the fourth to the ninth century, and some of 
them are ornamented with rough sculptures. 

The population at the last three enumerations was : (1881) 1,305,124, 
(iSgi) 1,508,943, and (1901) i>327,385. The decrease of 14 per cent, 
during the last decade is chiefly due to the famines 
of 1897 and 1899. The density of population is 102 
persons per square mile; but the two natural divisions show a 
marked variation, the density in the northern section rising to 1 76 per 
square mile, while in the hilly tract it is only 72. 

The State contains four towns, Rewah (population, 24,608), Satna 
(7j47i). Umaria (5,381), and Govindgarh (5,022) ; and 5,565 villages. 

The following table gives the chief statistics of population and 
land revenue ; — 
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Hindus number 1,013,350, or 76 per cent, of the total ; Animists, 
280,502, or 21 per cent, j and Musalmans, 32,918, or 2 per cent. The 
Animists are proportionately most numerous in the hilly tract, though 
the Gonds ordinarily return themselves as Hindus. The question of 
female infanticide was raised in Rewah in 1S93, when a great de- 
ficiency of girls was found to exist among the Karchulf (Kalachuri), 
Parihar, and Somvansi Riijputs. Pleasures were introduced for the 
surveillance of certain villagc.s, but the census returns of 1901 gave no 
indication of any prevalence of the practice. 

The chief Hindu castes are Brahmans (228,000, or 17 per cent.), 
KunbTs (79,000), Chamars (78,000), and Telis (36,000). The Tclis were 
in early day.s tlic holders of much of the country, Teli chiefs ruling 
in Northern Ilaghelkhand up to the fifteenth century. Of the jungle 
tribes, the most important arc the Kols (136,500) and Gonds (127,300). 
Brahmans and Rajjnits or Thakurs arc the principal landholders, 
Ahfrs and Kunhfs being the chief cultivators. The prevailing language 
is Baghclkhandl, spoken by 94 per cent, of the population. About 
64 per cent, of the inhabitants are supported by agriculture, and 
S per cent, by general labour. 

There are no Christian missions in Rewah, and in 1901 only 61 
Christians were recorded in the State, of whom 21 were on the stulT 
of the colliery at Umaria. 

The soil falls into two natural divisions, agreeing with the lie of the 
countr)’. On the section north of the Kaimurs, with its deep alluvial 
covering, the soil is fertile and bears e.xccllent crops, 
gtr cu ure. jjjjjy cultivation is productive only 

in the valleys, where detritus has collected. Land is classified locally 
by crop-bearing qualities, natural formation, and proximity to villages. 
The best class is called mar, a form of black soil, especially adapted 
to wheat and other spring crops; sison is a lighter yellow-coloured 
soil, growing rice especially; dumat is a mixture of the two former; 
and bhaita is a stony soil of low productive power. 

The principal crops are rice, saman, maize, kakun, bajra, and kodott 
in the autumn ; and wheat, gram, and barley in the spring, with sub- 
sidiary crops of fil and linseed. In the low-level tract of the Teonthar 
tahsll poppy is cultivated to some extent. 

The main agricultural statistics for 1902-3 are given in the table 
on the next page, in square miles. 

The area is thus distributed: cultivated, 2,803 square miles, or 
22 per cent.; uncultivated but cultivable, 1,290 square miles, or 
10 per cent. ; forest, 4,632 square miles, or 35 per cent. The rest 
is uncultivable waste. Of the cropped area, rice occupies 600 square 
miles, or 21 per cent., and wheat 290 square miles, or 10 per cent. 
The staple food-grains eaten by the poorer classes are kodoti and saman 
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in the rains, and jowar and gram at other times. The rich eat rice 
and wheat. A new class of wheat has lately been introduced, known 
as muda or safed (‘ white ’) wheat, but it is considered of inferior quality 
to the ordinary or kathia wheat. Advances of grain and cash are not 
made in ordinary years, but are freely given in times of scarcity. 



Ta/isil, 

Total 

area. 

Cnltivatcd. 

Teontljar 

8t6 

308 

Huzur . 

l,aoi 

703 

Maiiganj 

7S4 

256 

Bard! 

2,912 

487 

Rannnng.ir 

3.?75 

367 

Sohagpur 

3>535 

373 

Raghuiajnagrtr 

977 

409 

Total 

13,000 

2,803 



Water is plentiful and the country is full of large tanks and reservoirs, 
but these are not as a rule used for irrigation purposes; the only 
system of ‘ wet ’ cultivation is from small embankments of earth raised 
at the lower end of sloping fields, so as to retain water for some time 
after the monsoon has ceased. In land thus moistened seed is sown 
in October, producing a yield three or four times as great as that 
obtained from the same area of equally good ‘ dry ’ soil. The method 
is simple and well suited to the needs of local agriculture. Ordinary 
well-irrigation is little practised, being confined to the cultivation of 
poppy, sugar-cane, and garden produce. Pasturage is ample, but 
no special breeds of cattle are raised. 

Formerly the revenue was paid in kind called bhdg (‘ share ’). This 
system has been entirely replaced by cash payments in lands directly 
under the State ; but the holders of alienated land, which comprises 
about 72 per cent, of the total area, still adhere to the old practice. 
Wages are paid in kind for agricultural operations, but in cash for 
other work. Blacksmiths, carpenters, and masons get 4 to 8 annas 
a day. The staple food-grains, rice, wheat, jmoar^ and kodon^ sold in 
1904 at II, 13, 17, and 14 seers per rupee respectively. 

■The forests are very extensive and of considerable commercial value. 
They cover an area of 4,632 square miles, the most important lying 
south of the Kaimur range. The greater part of the forest consists 
of sal {Shorea robusid)^ tendv {Diospyros tomentosa\ 
dhawa {Anogeissus laiifoHa\ and species of Terini- orests. 
nalia^ with much bamboo. In the upland area stunted teak, babul 
{Acacia arabica), and klmir {Acacia Catechu') prevail. Dahya (shifting) 
cultivation was formerly very common, and is still to some extent 
practised by jungle tribes. Trees are felled and burnt, and the seed 
sown in the ashes. This practice is highly destructive to forests, and 
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is discouraged in consequence. Till 1S75 no proper supervision was 
exercised over the forests, but between that date and 1902 systematic 
management has been introduced and some areas are now regularly 
‘ reserved ’ and protected. The cutting of certain trees is prohibited ; 
of these the principsil are the mahua {Eassia laiifoUd), acJiar {Buchan- 
anio laiifolt^y hisani {Schleichera irijuga), ?iarra {Termhtalia Chebtt/a), 
Jthnir {Acacia Ca/ecAu), chhiula {Bassia huty raced), sag or teak {Teciona 
grandis), and shisham {Dalhergia Sissod). Grazing is allowed only 
within village limits. Lac, ral (resin of Shorea rohustd), and other 
jungle products are leased out to contractors yearly, the first being 
an important commercial item. Forest work is done by Gonds, Kols, 
and other jungle tribes. The forest income amounts to 4*1 lakhs 
a year, and the expenditure to a lakh. 

Rewah is rich in mineral products. The most paying is coal from 
Ujiaria, of which 193,377 tons, worth 7*5 lakhs, were extracted in 
Min 1 Limestone is quarried by a European firm 

nera s. Satna, a royalty of 4 annas per cubic foot being 

paid, which in 1903 yielded Rs. 1,640. A little corundum is also 
extracted. 

In respect of arts and manufactures Rewah is very backward. 
Agriculture affords a ready and easy means of livelihood, while the 
fact that the greater part of the State is covered 

communication for 
trade purposc.s difficult. 'J'hcre are no arts or 
industries of .my importance. 

Grain and wood are the chief e.\port.s, large numbers of rai]w.ay 
sleepers being exported from the stations between Umarisi and Pendra 
Road. 

The chief means of communication are the Jubbulpore extension 
of the East Indian Railw.ay and the KatnI-Bilaspur section of the 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway. 'I'he Jubbulpore-Mirzapiir, or gre.it Dcccan 
road, from which an unmetallcd branch goes to Allahabad, and the 
Nowgong-Chh.itarpur-Panna-Satna road are the chief highways; but 
since the opening of railways the former has been little used. 

In 1864 the State introduced a po.st carried by runners. In 1884 
an arrangement was m.ide with the British Post Office department to 
open offices in the State. There are now twenty-one British post 
offices, and three telegraph offices, at Rew.ih, Satna, and Umari.i, 
besides those at railway stations. 

Since the beginning of the nineteenth century the State has suffered 
from three famines. The first was in 1831, when no proper .s)’stem 
Famine relief was instituted, .ind the people suffered so 

severely that on the fall of any kind of calamity it is 
now usual to recall it. In 1868 occurred another famine, which is still 
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recollecled. The next came in 1897, when for the first time systematic 
relief was afforded to the people, 18 lakhs being spent. In 1899 the 
southern districts were again attacked by famine, though not severely. 

Up to the nineteenth century the administration of the Slate, 
though it lay nominally with the chief, was almost entirely in the 
hands of the Kayasth community, then practically 
the only educated persons connected with the Administration. 

government. A diivan or minister had nominal superior control, but 
all reports, accounts, and administrative work passed through the 
hands of the Kayasth khaskalams or writers. The districts were in 
Charge of kdrhtdas (managers), who, however, were again dependent 
on their district khdskalam for all information. The district khaskalam 
prepared abstracts of the reports he received from the village officials, 
which were again abstracted by the chief kkaskalam at head-quarters 
and submitted to the diwdn. The system naturally gave immense 
opening for peculation to the permanent Kayasth staff. 

For administrative purposes the State is now divided into seven 
/akst/Sf four lying north of the Kaimur range — the HuzQr, Raghuraj- 
nagar (Satna), Tconthar, and Mauganj ; and three south — Bardi, 
Ramnagar, and Sohagpur. Each /aksi/ is in charge of a iahslldar^ 
who is the revenue collector and magistrate of his charge, and is 
assisted by a staff consisting of a timmddr (police inspector), a forest 
officer, a hospital assistant, and a district schoolmaster. Villages are 
as a rule let to farmers who are responsible for the revenue, receiving 
a commission of 5 to 10 per cent, on the gross rental. 

The chief of Rewah has first-class powers, including that of life and 
death over his subjects, and is the final authority of appeal in all 
matters. He is assisted by two commissioners, one for revenue 
matters and one for judicial. The dcjiarlments of administration are 
the revenue and general executive, judicial, customs and excise, police, 
public works, medical (which is supervised by the Agency Surgeon at 
Satnfi), education, and forc.sts. The courts of the State are modelled 
on those in British India, the British codes being followed in the 
criminal and civil courts with necessary adaptations to suit local 
usage. 

Land falls into two classes : kotkar, or land directly owned by the 
Stale ; and paimiya^ or land alienated in jd^rs and other grants. The 
latter class comprises 72 per cent, of the total area. The principal 
forms of grant arc mudm/a, a maintenance grant made to members 
of the chiefs family and sarddrs, under which the land is not trans- 
ferable, but full revenue rights lie with the holder ; paipakkar (‘ washing 
of feet’), a form of religious grant made to Brahmans, in which a 
certain percentage of the revenue is at limes taken from the holders ; 
dffirs^ or service grants, under which the holder maintains a certain 
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quota of men and horses ; and vritya, rent or tribute-free grant A 
revenue survey was made in 1879. 

The land revenue and total revenue of the State for a series of years 
are shown below, in thousands of rupees 



Avcrasfc 

Avcrajre 




for ten years 
1880^0. 

for ten years 

iSgo-igoo. 

1900-1. 


I. and revenue . 

6,76 

7i^7 

m 

ijt.54 

Total revenue . 

ir,j6 

M.»3 

mm 

29,08 


Of the total revenue in 1902-3, the Umaria Colliery contributed 
7 lakhs, forests 4-1 lakhs, customs 2*5 lakhs, and excise Rs. 78,000 ; 
while Rs. 82,000 was paid by holders of alienated land, whose aggre- 
gate normal income from land revenue and other sources amounted to 
20 lakhs. The chief heads of expenditure were : chief's establishment, 
3-7 lakhs ; army, 4-3 lakhs ; public works, 3 lakhs ; collection of land 
rewnue, 1*4 lakhs j forests, r lakh ; and colliery, 3.7 lakhs. 

Silver has never been coined ; but early in the nineteenth century 
a copper coin known as the Ea^a s/ta/ii was struck in Rewah, of 
which 56 went to one British rupee. 

The State forces consist of 1,140 infantry and 574 cavalry, with 
13 guns. A regular police foi:ce of 622 men is maintained, village 
watch and ward being performed by men of the KotwSr caste, who 
receive a small land grant and grain dues at each har%-est. The 
Central jail is at Rewah, and the manufacture of cotton cloth and ice 
has been started in it. 

The Rewah chiefs have long been noted as scholars and supporters 
of Hindi and Sanskrit learning. In 1869 Sir Dinkar Rno, the famous 
minister of Gwalior, who for a short time assisted in the administration 
of the State, attempted, but without success, to start an English- 
teaching school. During the minority of the present chief many 
schools were opened. Of the total population, 2-7 per cent. (4'6 
males and o<8 females) could read and write in 1901. The State 
now contains two high schools, affiliated to the Allahabad University, 
and 51 village schools, as well as two girls’ schools, with a toUil of 
2,740 pupils. The expenditure on education is Rs. 27,000 a year. 

There are 17 hospitals, costing Rs. 49,000 a year. In 1903-4 the 
number of persons successfully vaccinated was 33,580, representing 
25 per 1,000 of the population. 

Rewah Town. — Capital of the State of the same name in Central 
India, and head-quarters of the Huziir fa/isT/, situated in 24® 32' N. 
and 81° 18' E., 31 miles by metalled road from SatnS on the East 
Indian Railway ; 1,045 feet above the sea. Population (1901), 24,608, 
of whom 19,274, or 78 per cent., were Hindus, and 5,097 MUsalmans. 
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Rewah was already a place of importance in 1554, when it was held 
by Jalal Khan, son of the emperor Slier Shah. It became the chief 
town after the capture of Handhogarh, the old capital, by Akbar in 
1597 ; and Raja Vikramaditya, who, according to some accounts, 
founded the place in 1618, probably added palaces and other buildings. 
About 1731 Rewah was sacked by Hirdc Sah of Panna, Raja Avdhut 
Singh flying to Parlabgarh in Oudh. 

The old city is still enclosed by a wall 20 feet high. On the east 
side it is entered through the Jhula Darwaza (‘ swing gate ’), a finely 
carved gateway taken from' the old town of Gilrgi Masaun, of which 
the remains lie 12 miles east of the capital. In 1882 a large part 
of the modern town was destro)'ed by a flood. Between the old walled 
town and the modern extension lies a deep ravine, crossed by a cause- 
way at a point known as the Bundela Gate, from a gate that formerly 
stood there, erected by the Bundelas after their capture of the city. 
The chief buildings arc the palace of Vishvanath Singh, the ICothi 
or new palace erected in 1883, and the Stale offices. The town also 
contains a school with a boarding-house attached, a State printing 
press, a jail, a combined post and telegraph office, and a small dak- 
bungalow. 

A garden known as the Lakshman Bagh contains several modern 
Vaishnavitc temples erected by the chiefs, which are supervised by 
the Swami or high priest of the State, the spiritual director of the 
Rewah chief. Three generations back the chief of Rewah became an 
ardent supporter of Vaishnavism. An income of Rs. 40,000 a year 
is attached to the post, and the Swami has great influence In temporal 
as well as spiritual matters. 

Rewa Kantha (‘ the banks of the Rewa or Narbada ’). — A Political 
Agency subordinate to the Government of Bombay, established in 
1821-6, having under its control 61 separate States, lying between 
21® 23' and 23® 33' N. and 73® 3' and 74° 20' E., with a total area 
of 4,972 square miles. Besides lands strelchmg about 50 miles along 
the south bank of the Narbada, Rewa Kantha includes an irregular 
band of territory from 10 to 50 miles broad, passing north of the 
Narbada to about 12 miles beyond the Main, and an isolated strip on 
the west lying chiefly along the left bank of the Mali!. It is bounded 
on the north by the Rajpulana Suites of Dungurpur and Banswara j 
on the cast by the taluka of Dohad in the Panch Mahals District, All 
Rajpur, and other petty States of the Bhopawar Agency, and part of 
Khande.sh Di.slricl; on the south by Baroda territory and Surat 
District ; and on the west by Broach District, liaroda Slate, the Panch 
Mahals, Kaira, and Ahmadabad Districts. Extreme length from north 
to south about 140 miles, breadth from cast to west varying from 
TO to 50 miles. 
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General Statistics of each State in the Rewa Kantha Agency 
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Of the 61 States, 6 are large and 55 are small. Of the large States, 
Rljpipla in the south is of the first class; and five— Chota Udaipur 
and Bariya in the centre, and Sunth, Lunavada, and B^^inor in the 
north and north-west— are second-class States. The 55 small States 
include Kadana and Sanjcli in the north, Bhadarva and Umeta in the 
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Gkneral Statistics of each State in the Rewa Kantha Agency {co/if.) 
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• AccordiiiK <o the latest information. ♦ This fiRurc Is liascd on the latest information. Unpopulated 
villages were not enumerated at the Census of igoi, 

west, Narukot in the south-east, and three groups of Mehwas or 
turbulent villages. The 26 Sankheda Mehwas petty estates He on the 
right bank of the Narbada, while the 24 Pandu Mehwas petty estates, 
including Dorka, Anghad, and Raika, which together form the Dorka 
Mehwas, are situated on the border of the Mahi. 

In the outlying villages to the west along the Main, and in the north 
and south Avhere Rewa Kantha stretches into the plains of Gujarat, the 
country is open and flat ; but generally the Agency 
is hilly. Its two principal ranges are : in the south, agj^cts. 
the Rajpipla hills, the westernmost spurs of the Sat- 
puras, forming the water-parting between the Narbada and Tfipti valleys; 
and across the centre of the Agency, the spurs of the Vindhya range 
running west from the sandstone-crowned table-land of Ratanmal, and 
forming the water-parting between the Narbada and the Mahi. In the 
120 miles of the course of the Mahi through Rewa Kantha, the country 
changes from wild forest-clad hills in the east to a flat bare plain in the 
west. Its deep banks make this river of little use for irrigation. Its 
stream is too shallow and its bed too rocky to allow of navigation. 

The Narbada enters the Agency through a country of hill and forest 
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with wooded or steep cragg)’ banks. For the last 40 miles of its course, 
the countrj' grows rich and open, the banks lower, the bed widens, and 
the stream is deep and slow enough for water-carriage. For 8 miles 
it is tidal. 

Gneiss and I 3 eccan trap are the predominant rock formations in 
Rewa Kantha, the former in the northern part of the Agency, the latter 
in the southern. There are also some outcrops of Cretaceous rocks 
underlj'ing the Deccan trap and of Tertiary' rocks overlying it. The 
Cretaceous and Tertiary beds, including the Deccan trap, dip in various 
directions at low but distinct angles and arc frequently faulty. The 
gneiss is mostly a coarse-grained granitoid rock, associated sometimes 
with crystalline schists. At the north-western extremity of the gneiss 
area are some ancient strata classified under the name of Champaner 
beds. The Cretaceous rocks belong to the I^imeta group, also called 
Bagh or infra-trappean, which is of Cenomanian age. Some outcrops 
fringe the northern limit of the Deccan trap area, along the valleys of 
the Asvan and Men rivers ; and there arc also some inlicrs in the midst 
of the basaltic outcrop, principally near Kawant and in the Devi TOlley, 
respectively north and south of the Narbada. The Deccan trap con- 
tains the usual basaltic flows, with occasional intercalations of fossili- 
ferous fresh-water intcr-trappean beds. Ash-beds and agglomerates are 
frequent, and dikes are very abundant, especially in the RSjpipla hills, 
which occupy the site of an ancient focus of volcanic activity. Intrusive 
sills, some of them trachytic instead of basaltic, also penetrate the 
underlying Ijimeta. The surface of the Deccan trap was greatly denuded 
and extensively transformed into ferruginous latcrite during the Tertiary 
period. The lowest Tertiary beds at the western extremity of the Raj- 
plpla hills rest upon a thick mass of this ferruginous rock, and through- 
out the entire series a great many ferruginous beds recur at various 
horizons ; the Tertiary beds consist largely of the accumulated products 
of disintegration from the adjoining volcanic area. Two groups have 
been distinguished in the Tertiary: a lower group with Nummulites, 
identical with the upper i)art of the Kirlhar in Sind, or the Spintangi 
in Baluchistan, whose age is middle eocene ; and an upper group with- 
out Nummulites, containing numerous bands of conglomerate. Marine 
and terrestrial fossils, the latter including fragments of fossil wood, 
occur in this upper subdhision, which answers to the G.ij group and 
SiwSliks. The celebrated agate-mines of Ratanmiil in the RajpTpla 
State are situated in a conglomerate belonging to this group. The 
agates in their original form consist of geodes contained in the Deccan 
trap basalt which, having been set free by the disintegration of the 
enclosing rock, have been shaped into waterrvorn pebbles accumulated 
into conglomeratic layers. The exceptional value of the RatanmM 
agates is due to the lateritic ferruginous matrix in which they arc 



HISTORY 


293 


imbedded: they have been impregnated with ferruginous products 
giving them a much appreciated colour, which is further enhanced 
by artificial treatment. 

A great part of Rewa Kantha is forest. The commonest tree is 
the mahua^ found in great numbem in the States of Chota Udaipur 
and Bariya. Teak is abundant, but, except in sacred village groves, is 
stunted. The other most abundant trees are black-wood, tamarind, 
inango, raj>a», sadado {Terminalia Arjtina), Muda, iimburtwi^ UH 
{Aegle Marmehs), Mair, &c. Many shrubs and medicinal plants are 
.also found in the forests. Among grasses the most important are viran 
or khas-khas and elephant-grass, the stems of which are used to make 
native pens. 

Tigers are very rare j but leopards, though yearly becoming fewer, 
are still found in considerable number. Bears and wild hog are com- 
mon. Sdmbar^ spotted deer, and nilgai are found throughout the greater 
part of the Agency ; bison in the extreme south-east. The painted 
and common sand-grouse, red spur-fowl, the peafowl, the painted and 
grey partridge, and quail are common. Common jack and painted 
snipe, black goose, cotton, whistling, common, and blue-winged teal, 
are some of the principal water-fowl. 

In the forest-covered tracts of eastern RewS KSntha, with large areas 
of land rich in springs, the cold in January is very severe, ice forming 
on pools and the crops suffering at times from frost. The beat is at 
times intense, the thermometer in the shade in Lunavada and Bariya 
rising to loS” and no'’. In 1903 the minimum ranged from 54® in 
January to So® in May, and the maximum from 85® in January to 1 12® 
in May. In 1873 the heat was so great that several persons died, and 
bats and monkeys are said to have fallen dead from the trees. Healthy 
m the open parts, the climate of the eastern hill and forest tracts, espe- 
cially in Bariya and Rajpipla, is very sickly. The chief diseases are 
malarial fever, eye and skin complaints, diarrhoea, and dysentery. 

The annual rainfall in the Agency varies from 38 to 48 inches. At 
Lunavada, Rajpipla, and Balasinor it averages 38 inches, and at Bariya 
and Chota Udaipur 48 inches. 


Under the first Anhilvada dynasty (746-961), almost all the Rewa 
Kantha lands except Champaner were under the government of the 
Banyas, that is. Roll and Bhil chiefs. In the eleventh, 
twelfth, and thirteenth centuries chiefs of Rajput or History, 
part Rajput blood, driven south and east by the pressure of Muhamma- 
dan invasion, took the place of the Koll and BhIl leaders. The first 
of the present States to be established was the house of the Raja of 

‘o have been established as a separate power 
about the thirteenth century by Limdevji, younger brother TjEm 

gh, a descendant of Jhalam Singh, the founder of the town of Jhalod 
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in the Panch Mahals, About the same date Jhalam Singh’s son settled 
at the Bhil village of Brahmapuri, changing its name to Sunth. In the 
sixteenth century the Ahmadabad Sultans brought under submission 
almost the whole of Rewa Kantha. In the seventeenth century, although 
a member of the Babi family founded the State of Baliisinor, the power 
of the Gujarat viceroys began to decline. The MarSthas soon spread 
their authority over the plains, and collected tribute with the help of 
militarj' force. 

The younger branches of the chiefs* families had from time to time 
been forced to leave their homes and win for themselves new States ; 
and these, with the descendants of a few of the original chiefs, form the 
present landholders of the small estates of the Agency. Under the 
Marathiis, they plundered the country ; and as the Gaikwar failed to 
keep order, the British had to undertake the task. In 1822 an agree- 
ment was concluded with the Gaikwar, under which the control of all 
the Baroda tributaries was vested in the Bomb.'iy Government. In this 
3-ear Mr. Willoughby was appointed to settle the affairs of the territor)'. 
In 1823 the position and tribute of the chiefs of the Sankheda Mchw 5 s 
were settled by him. In 1825 the chiefs of the Pandu Mchwiis came 
under British control. At the same time the political control of the 
Panch Mah.als was made over by Sindhia to the Government, and Bariya 
Stale was transferred from the Bhopawar Agency, Central India. 'J'he 
Politiail Agency of Rewa Kilntha was established in 1826 to take 
charge of RewS Kantha, including RSjpIpla, Sindhia’s Panch Mahals, 
the Mehwas States on the Mahl and Narbada, Bariya, Chota Udaipur, 
;u3d Narukol of the Naikdas. The States of Lijn.ivada and Sunth, 
which had been under British control since 1819, were afterwards trans- 
ferred from the Mahl Kantha Agenc}’. In 1829 the appointment of 
F0litic.1l Agent was abolished, and the chiefs were left very much to 
themselves for a few yejirs. In 1842 the Political Agency at Rcw.i 
Kantha was re-established, and the powers of the chiefs in ‘criminal 
cases were defined. In 1853 the State of B.ilasinor was transferred 
from the Kaira Collcctorate ; and Sindhia handed over for a period 
of ten years the administration of the Panch Mahals. In 1S61 the 
Panch Mahals were exchanged b)^ Sindhia for land near Gwalior, and 
became British territory. Two y-ears later the Panch Mahals were 
removed from the control of the Agent and formed into a separate 
charge. In 1876 the Panch IMahiils were raised to the rank of a Dis- 
trict, the officer in charge of it ha\ing control of the Rewa Kantha 
States. The estate of Narukot is managed by the British Government, 
which takes half the tot.il revenue, the remaining half going to the 
chief, under the agreement of 1839. Since 1825 the peace of Rewa 
Kantha has thrice been broken : in 1838 by a Naikda (Bariya, Chota 
Udaipur, and Narukut) rising ; in 1857 b)' the presence of a rebel force 
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from Northern India; and in 1868 by another Naikda (Narukot) 
disturbance. 

The population at the last four enumerations was : (1872) 512,569, 
(1881)549,892, (1891) 733,506, and (1901) 479,065. The great decrease 
during the last decade is due to severe famine. 

The average density is 96 persons per square mile. 

The Agency contains 6 towns and 2,817 villages. The chief towns are 
Nandod, LtjNAVADA, and Balasinor. Hindus number 435,023, or 
go per cent, of the total; Muhammadans, 23,712, or 5 per cent.; 
aboriginal tribes, 18,148 ; Jains, 1,400 ; and Christians, 267. The Brah- 
man caste (20,000) is largely represented by the Audich (7,000) and 
Mewada Brahmans (5,000). There are 17,000 Rajputs, and among 
cultivating castes Kunbis (34,000) are important ; but the States of the 
Agency are mainly populated by aboriginal iriljes of Bhil and KolT 
origin. Though these tribes suffered severely in the famine of 1899- 
1902, the last Census disclosed 91,000 BhTls, 150,000 Kolls, 32,000 
Dhodias, 27,000 Naikdas, and 18,000 Dhankas. Disinclined to regular 
cultivation, these tribes lead a wandering life, subsisting very largely 
on forest produce. They are thriftless and fond of liquor, and when 
intoxicated will tiro themselves out in wild dancing. Crime, however, 
is less frequent among them than formerly. Among Hindu low castes, 
Itlahars number 14,000. 

Rewa Kantha includes great varieties of soil, In the north near the 
Main, and in the south near the Narbada, are rich tracts of alluvial 
land. In Lunavada and Balasinor in the north, light . 
brown goralu, not so rich as that of Central Gujarat, 
is the prevailing soil. There are also a few tracts of grey desar land, 
generally growing rice. Near the Shedhi river are some patches of 
land called i/iejva/i, very damp, and yielding a cold-season crop of 
wheat and pulse, but not well suited for cotton. In Sunth the black 
or Aa/t soil holds moisture w'ell, and without watering yields two crops 
a year. The Bariya lands — light brown goradu, deep black /{d/f\ and 
sandy rcta / — are capable of yielding any crop except tobacco. The 
black loam of the Sankheda and Pandu Mehwiis is nearly as rich as 
the cotton lands of Amod and Jambusar in Broach. RajpTpla, espe- 
cially its Narbada districts, is e.\ceedingly fertile. Except a few’ tracts 
of rocky and inferior black soil, Rew’a Kantha is on the whole fertile. 
In the open country, in the bands of Kunbi and other high-class 
husbandmen, the tillage is the .same as in Central Gujarat. In the hilly 
and wooded tracts inhabited by Bhils, Kolis, and other unsettled tribes, 
cultivation is of the rudest kind. 

Of the total area, about 1,719 square miles arc cultivable, of which 
1,030 square miles w'ere actually under cultivation in 1903-4. The 
principal crops are ; cereals (maize, rice, jtniulr, bajra^ and kodra) 
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pulses {tur, math^ and gram) ; oilseeds (castor, gingelly, and ///) ; and 
fibres (cotton and raw-hemp). The wheat grown in the Agency is of 
two kinds, vajia and katha. The rice is of a coarse description known 
as varu Of kodra a local variety [inUm kodm) has a narcotic 
property, which is to a certain extent neutralized by washing and drj'- 
ing two or three times before grinding. Turmeric, chillies, cumin, 
melons, guavas, custard-apples, and plantains are commonly grown. 

The domestic animals are buffaloes, cattle, horses, sheep, and goals. 
In Balasinor, Lflnavada, Sunth, and Bariya goats arc carefully bred, 
and yield fairly close and fine wool. Horse-breeding is carried on 
in Sunth. 

Only 4,637 acres were irrigated in 1903-4, distributed as follows : 
Rajpipla (127), LQnavada (2,856), Biilasinor (1,438), Sunth (216). 
Wells arc the only .sources of irrig.ation. 

The greater part of Rew.a Kantha is covered with forests, of which 
the most valuable arc in Bariya State. The chief trees have already 
been described under Botany. The forest Reserves arc of two kinds : 
State Reser\'es, or tracts in the large forests where the Darbar ojtly can 
cut 5 and sacred village grove.s, where the finest timber is found. Most 
of the villages have two kinds of groves— -one never cut except on 
emergencies, and the other less sacred and felled at intervals of thirty 
years. Except for the wants of the State, or when the villagers arc 
forced to make good losses caused by some general fire or flood, the 
fear of the guardian spirit keeps the people from destroying their 
village groves. The forests were once famous for their large store 
of high-class timber. Strict consen'ancy in the neighbouring Piinch 
Mahals District led to much reckless felling in the Agency, but greater 
care of their forests is now taken by the chiefs. 

Manganese ore and mica deposits are found in Chota Udaipur and 
Jambughoda, and a prospecting licence for manganese in the latter 
place has been issued. A prospecting and c.xploring licence uill 
shortly be issued for Chota Udaipur. Aklk (agate or carnclian) is 
worked in Rajpipla. 

The Rewa Kantha manufactures are of little importance. The chief 
industries are the making of catechu from the bark of the kkatr, 
country soap, coiirsc cotton cloth, and tape for cots. 
coi^“^1caHons. make good bamboo baskets and matting. 

Since the iron furnaces ceased work, the swords for 
which Nandod was once famous are no longer made. There are three 
cotton-ginning factories worked by steam, and eight distilleries. 

The trade resembles in many respects that of the Panch Iklahals. 
Both have a through traffic betu’een Gujarat and Central India, and 
a local trade west with Gujarat and east with Rajputana, Central India, 
and Khandesh. \^'hile the opening of the railways described in the 
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following paragraphs has increased the local trade westwards, the 
through trade has dwindled, the old direct routes with their rough 
roads and heavy dues failing to compete with the easy railway journey 
by these lines. The principal exports are timber, firewood, tnahtid, 
and other forest produce ; and the imports are piece-goods, salt, sugar, 
and metals. 

No State of the Agency possessed railway communications until 
1890. The extension of the Anand-Godhra branch of the Bombay, 
Baroda, and Central India Railway to Ratlam since 1893 has con- 
nected the Bariya State with the main line. Similarly, the construction 
of the Dabhoi and Baroda-Godhra lines has facilitated the trade of the 
Chota Udaipur, Rajpipla, and Bariya States with the neighbouring 
Baroda territory, and the Rajpipla State Railway in 1899 has connected 
the State with Broach District as well as with the chief towns on the 
main line of the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway. Many 
roads were newly constructed or repaired with the advantage of cheap 
labour during the famine of 1899-1902. The total length of roads 
is about 450 miles. There are 27 post offices in the Agency main- 
tained by the British Government. 

The first famine of which memory remains was in 1746-7. The 
next severe famines were in 1790-1 and 1812-3, while 1802 and 1825 
were years of scarcity. In 1883-4 the rainfall was pamine 
scanty, and the small harvest was destroyed by 
swarms of locusts. After a period of fifteen years the Agency again 
suffered from severe famine in 1899-1902. Relief measures were 
commenced in November, 1899, and were brought to a close in 
October, 1902. The highest daily average number on relief was 
40,000 in April, 1900, which decreased to 311 in October, 1901, and 
again rose to 12,000 in May, 1902. More than to lakhs was spent on 
relief. The famine loans contracted by the Darbars from Government 
amounted to 4 lakhs, of which Rs. 2,25,000 was borrowed by Rajpipla 
and the rest by the other States in the Agency. 


Civil courts have only lately been introduced into RewS Kantha. 
Disputes were formerly settled by arbitration, and money-lenders were 
allowed to recover their outstanding debts as they 
best could. At present there are 32 civil courts 
in the Agency, of which 17 are under the supervision of the British 
Government, and 15 in the States. For the purpose of administering 
criminal justice, the Rewa Kantha authorities belong to five classes : 
ihdnaddrs with second and third-class magisterial powers in the estates 


of the petty Mehwas chiefs ; the petty chiefs of Kadana, Sanjeli, 
Bhadarwa, and Umeta, who have the powers of second-class magis- 


trates; the second-class chiefs of Bariya, Balasinor, Rajpipla, Ltina- 
vada^ Sunth, and Chota Udaipur, with full jurisdiction over their own 
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subjects j the chief of Rajptpla. exercising powers of life and death 
with jurisdiction over British subjects, except in the case of capital 
offences by the latter, lor the trial of which the Political Agent’s sanc- 
tion is required j and the Agency courts of the Assistant Political Agent 
and the Political Agent of the five second-class States. Theft, hurt, 
mischief, and offences against excise and forest laws arc the coromone.st 
forms of critne. Bfiliisinor is at present under British management 
owing to the minority of the chief; and of the five minor estatc.s> 
Sanjeli, Umeta, and Nfirukot arc similarly administered. 

Except such portions ns they have alienated, the Rewii Kantha lands 
belong to the chiefs. The heads of the larger estates take no share in 
the actual work of cultir'ation ; some small chieftains, whose income is 
barely enough to meet their wants, have a home farm tilled by their 
servnnt.s; and proprietors {iahtMars) whose estates are too small to 
lease have no resource but to till their own land. Save that they have 
to pay no part of their produce to superior holders, men of this cln.ss 
do not differ from ordinary cultivators. 

'J'o collect the land revenue, the large States arc distributed into 
feilukaSt each under a commandant {tkanadar), who, besides police and 
magisterial duties’, hn.s, ns collector of the revenue, to keep the 
accounts of his charge, and, e.\cept where middle-men arc employed, 
to collect rents from the tillagers. Under the thanadars one or more 
accountants {ta/Stis), are generally engaged. In the petty MchwSs 
estates the proprietors themselves perform the duties of both thdnadar 
and talSii. In the sm.ill estates under direct British management the 
revenue is collected by officers known as altachers or ^aJtUddrs. Rewa 
K.antha villages belong to two main classes ; State villages held and 
managed by the chiefs, and private villages alienated or granted under 
.some special arrangement. Private villages are of six varieties : 
granted {imm), held under an agreement {/afdvaf), given as a sub- 
.sistence (jivarak/i), temple (dams/Aan), charitable {dAarmada), and 
held at a fixed rent {vdhad). In State lands the form of assessment 
varies from the roughest billhook or plough cess to the elaborate 
system in force in British territory. The former ranges from 4 annas 
to Rs. 20, and the latter from annas 4J to Rs. 25 per acre. The crop- 
share system prevails in parts of Balasinor, Simth, and the petty estate 
of Chudesar, and in the alluvial lands of Miindwa in the Sankheda 
hlehwas. The form of assessment levied from the rudest and most 
thriftless Bhils and Kolis, who till no land, consists of ce.sses known as 
ddtardi, paiti, kodali, &c. IJrom those a degree better off, who are 
able to keep bullocks, a plough tax is levied. Among some of the 
more settled and intelligent communities a rough form of the separate 

* In the Suites mentioned as being ander the direct management of tiie liriiish 
Government, ihSmd&rs h.ive no police and magisterial powers. 



REWARI TAHSlL 


299 


holding {khatabandi) system has been introduced, and from others cash 
acre-rates {bighoti) levied. In such cases the holdings are roughly 
measured. Survey settlements are being gradually made throughout 
the Agency. Except in the surveyed States, where fixed rates are 
being introduced, the rates levied under hoes, or ploughs, or on the 
crop-share system, arc supplemented by cesses of different kinds. 

In former times the scattered nature of the villages and the isolated 
position of the country, the rivalry among the chiefs to secure settlers, 
and the lavish grants of lands to Brahmans, &c., prevented the land 
from yielding any large amount of revenue. Between 1863 and 1865 
the rise in the price of field produce fostered the spread of tillage and^ 
increased the rental of rich lands. Since then, owing to the opening of 
railways and the construction of roads, the cultivated area has continued 
to increase and the land revenue has steadily risen. Of the total 
revenue of 21 lakhs raised in 1903-4, 14 lakhs was derived from land, 
including forest revenue, customs yielded nearly one lakh, and excise 
nearly 7 \ lakhs. Rajpipla has a net income of about Rs. 11,000 from 
the railway constructed by the State, at a cost of 13 lakhs, in 1899. 
The total expenditure amounted to 22 lakhs, and was chiefly devoted 
to Darbar charges (5^ lakhs), tribute (i| lakhs), administration (i^ 
lakhs), public works (r^ lakhs), police (i-J lakhs), military (Rs. 75,000), 
education (Rs. 67,000), and forests (Rs. 34,000). 

There are four municipalities — Nandod, Rampur, Lunavada, 
and Balasinor — with an aggregate income of one lakh in 1903-4. 

Rajpipla maintains a military force, which in 1905 consisted of 
75 infantry and 36 cavalry, and the Slate owns 6 guns, of which 4 are 
unserviceable. The total military force in the Agency consists of 
214 cavalry, 75 infantry, and 55 guns, of which 31 are unserviceable. 

Regular police is now provided by Government for the Mehwas 
States, in place of the Galkwaris Contingent, which was disbanded 
in 1885. The large Slates maintain a police force of their own. At 
a time Avhen several of the States were under management during the 
minority of their chiefs, a system of joint police was established j but 
this had to be given up as each chief succeeded to his inheritance. In 
1903-4 the strength of the police w’as 1,402, of whom 162 were 
mounted. In the 29 jails and lock-up.s, 1,099 prisoners were confined 
in 1903-4. 

The number of boys’ schools in 1903-4 was 160, with 6,487 pupils, 
and of girls’ schools 10, with 937 pupils. There are 6 libraries in the 
Agency, and a printing press at Nandod for State work. The average 
daily attendance at the r8 dispensaries maintained was 221 in 1903-4, 
the total number of patients treated being 80,722. Nearly 15,000 
persons were vaccinated in the same year. 

Rewari Tahsil {Riwdri), — Ta/isil of Gurgaon District, Punjab, 
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lying between aS® 5' and 28® 26' N. and 76® 18' and 76® 52' E., with 
an area of 42C square miles. It is almost entirely detached from the 
rest of the District, and is bounded on three sides by Native States. 
The isolated pargana of Shahjahanpur, situated to the south in AIwur 
territory, is also included in this (ahsiL The population in 1901 was 
169,673, compared with 161,332 in 1S91. It contains the town of 
Rkwaki (population, 27,295), the hcad-riuartcrs j and 290 villages. The 
land revenue tind cesses in 1903-4 amounted to 3-2 lakhs. Rewari 
formed during the eighteenth century a .scmi'indcpcndcnt principality 
under a family of Ahfr chiefs. On the cession of the country to the 
British, the revenue was first farmed by the Raja of Bharaipur and then 
by the Alnr chief of the day. It was taken over by the Government 
in 1808. Shrihjahanpur belonged to the Chauhan Rajputs until the 
Haldias, dependents of Jaipur, wrested it from them in the eighteenth 
century. It lapsed to the Government in 1824. The tahsU consists 
of a sandy plain, the monotony of which is varied towards the west by 
irregular rocky hills of low elevation. The Kasauti on the c.xlrenie west 
and the Sahib! on the cast arc two torrents which contribute largely 
to the fertility of the land along their banks. In other parts there 
is copious well-irrigation. 

RewS,ri Town {RiwM). — Head-quarters of the iaftsfl of the same 
name in Gurgaon District, Punjab, situated in 28® 12' N. and 76® 38' E., 
on the Delhi and Jaipur road, 32 miles south-west of Gurgaon, and the 
junction of the Rcw.^ri-Bhatinda branch with the main line of the 
Rajputana-Mfilwa Railway j distant by rail from CalcutUi 1,008 miles, 
from Bombay' 838, and from Karachi 904. Population (1901), 27,295, 
including 14,702 Hindus and 11,673 Muhammadans. Rewari was 
formerly a halting-placc on the trade road from Delhi to Rajputana, 
celebrated for the manufacture of brass and pewter. These manufac- 
tures are still carried on j but since the opening of the railway the chief 
importance of the town lies in its trade in grain and sugar, sent west- 
ward, while salt and iron from Ahvar are forwarded to the United 
Pro\inces. 

The ruins of Old Rewari, which local tradition connects with a 
nephew of Prithwi Raj, lie some distance to the cast of the present town 
and are said to have been built about 1000 by Raja Rco or Rawat, who 
called it after his daughter Rewati. Under the Mughals, Rewari was 
the head-quarters of a sarkar^ but its Raja seems to have been almost 
independent. In the reign of Aurangzcb the town and territory of 
Rewari were obtained by a family of Ahirs, who held them until 
annexation by the British. Rewari was brought directly under British 
administration in 1808-9, village of Bharawas in its vicinity was 

until 1816 the head-quarters of the District. The municipality was 
created in i867> Ihc income during the ten years ending 1902—3 
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averaged Rs. 56,300, and the expenditure Rs. 58,100. In 1903-4 the 
income amounted to Rs. 48,800, chiefly derived from octroi, and the 
expenditure to Rs. 56,400. Rewari contains the only high school in 
the District, managed by the Educational department. The town has 
a Government dispensary, and another belonging to the S. P. G. Mission 
in charge of a lady doctor. 

Rian.— Head-quarters of a ja^r estate of the same name in the 
Merta district of the State of Jodhpur, Rajputana, situated in 26® 
32' N. and 74® 14' E., about 68 miles north-east of Jodhpur city and 
24 miles south-east of Merta Road station on the Jodhpur-Bikaner 
Railway. Population (1901), 4,574. The town is walled, and on a 
rocky hill immediately to the east and about 200 feet above the plain 
stands a stone fort. The estate consists of eight villages yielding 
a revenue of about Rs. 36,000, and is held by a Thakur who is the 
head of the Mertia sept of the Rathor Rajputs. The present Thakur, 
Bijai Singh, is a member of the State Council. 

Rintimbur. — Fort in Jaipur State, Riijputiina. See Ranthambhok. 

Ritpur (or Ridhpur). — Village in the Morsi taluk of Amraoti Dis- 
trict, Berar, situated in 21® 14' N. and 77® 51' E. Population (1901), 
2,412. The village is mentioned in the Ain-i-Akbari as the head- 
quarters of a pargaua. It was a place of importance as the tanklmah 
jagtr of Salabat Khan, governor of Ellichpur, at the end of the 
eighteenth century. At that time it was enclosed by a stone wall, which 
has almost entirely disappeared, and is said to have contained 12,000 
inhabitants, many of whom fled owing to the oppression of Bisan 
Chand, talukdar in the time of Namdar Kh.an. The principal build- 
ings of interest are Ram Chandra’s temple, the Mahanubhava temple 
called Raj Math, and a mosque which has been the subject of much 
dispute. 

Ritpur is the chief seat and place of pilgrimage of the sect vulgarly 
known as Manbhau, more correctly Mahanubhava. Its founder was 
Kishan Bhat, the spiritual adviser of a Riija who ruled at Paithan about 
the middle of the fourteenth century. His followers believe him to have 
been the demi-god Krishna, returned to earth. His doctrines repu- 
diated a multiplicity of gods ; and the hatred and contempt which he 
endured arose partly from his insistence on the monotheistic principle, 
but chiefly from his repudiation of the caste system. He inculcated the 
exclusive worship of Krishna as the only incarnation of the Supreme 
Jleing, and taught his disciples to cat with none but the initiated, and 
to break off all former ties of caste and religion. The scriptures of the 
sect are comprised in the Bhagavad Gita, which all are encouraged to 
read. ■ The head of the sect is a inahant^ with whom are associated a 
number of priests. The sect is divided into two classes, celibates and 
gharbdns or seculars. Celibacy is regarded as the perfect life, but 




ROHA TOWN 


303 


Population fell from 241,779 in 1891 to 221,717 in 1901. There are 
1,222 villages and two towns, neither of which has a population of 
5,000. The demand for land revenue in 1903-4 was Rs. 64,000, and 
for cesses Rs. 24,000. Tin’s tahsil is situated entirely in the hilly 
country, and supports only 85 persons per square mile. About one- 
third of it lies on the Vindhyan plateau, which is drained to the west by 
the Belan, and is bounded on the south by the great rampart of the 
Kaimurs looking down on the valley of the Son. A fertile strip of 
moist land crosses the plateau between the Belan and the Kaimurs, 
and produces a great variety of crops. South of the Son lies a tangled 
mass of hills, covered with low scrub jungle, and interspersed by more 
fertile valleys and basins, in which cultivation is possible. Pargana 
Dfldhi is managed as a Government estate, and proprietary rights exist 
in only one tappa. The whole tract south of the Son is ‘ non-regulation,' 
and is administered under special rules suitable to the primitive 
character of its inhabitants. Agricultural statistics are maintained only 
for an area of 654 square miles, of which 255 were under cultivation in 
1903-4, and 27 were irrigated. Dams and embankments are the chief 
means of irrigation. 

Robertsonpet, — Town recently founded in Kolar District, Mysore. 
See Kolau Gold Fields. 

Roha Taiuka. — Central taluha of Kolaba District, Bombay, lying 
between 18® 17' and 18® 32' N. and 72® 57' and 73® 20' E., with an 
area of 203 square miles. It contains one town, Roha (population, 
6,252), the head-quarters; and 133 villages. The population in 1901 
was 47,780, compared with 46,064 in 1891. The density, 235 persons 
per square mile, is much below the District average. The demand for 
land revenue in 1903-4 was 1*22 lakhs, and for cesses Rs. 8,000. 
Roha is for the most part hilly, and contains the rich valley of the 
Kundalika river. The rice lands are well watered during the rainy 
season, but in the cold and hot months the supply of drinking water 
is defective. On the hill slopes and uplands the soil is a mixture of 
earth and broken tnap. In the level parts the soil varies from reddish 
to yellow or black. During the ten years ending 1903 the rainfall 
averaged 127 inches. The eastern parts of Roha are much cut off 
from the sea-breeze, and therefore oppressive in the hot season, but 
parts of the west and south-west are more open. 

Roha Town (known as Roha Ashtami). — Head-quarters of the 
ialuka of the same name in Kolaba District, Bombay, situated in 18° 
z6' N. and 73® 7' E., on the left bank of the Kundalika river, 18 miles 
from its mouth. Population (1901), 6,252. Roha is a great rice 
market for supplying Bombay city. The village of Ashtami, on the 
opposite bank of the river, is included within the municipal limits of 
Roha. Oxenden (1673) called it Esthemy. The municipality, estab- 



